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Here gnd There.

Rev. Babine Baring-Gould, aocvelist,
kymn-writer, folk-lorist and hall-a-dozen
other things, was 70 in YVebruary. It is
50 years mince he began to wrile, and he
has been a prolific producer all the time.
Mr, Daring-Gould has sn estats in
Devonsbira, and deals in his stories pre-
fernbly with Devonshire scenery and
folk. He ia & High Churchman, and does
not alweys fairly represent what Non-
confurmity stamds for in his novels. Mr.
Baring-Gould will live longest, perhaps,
in  his bhymn, “Oawared, Chrislian sol.
diers.”

Bince the mudden and pathetic death in
hin arma of little Princrsa Klizabeth of
Hesse-Darmstadt, the Taar bas been
more than aver devoicd to his religlous
duties. He olwrys hoa been religions,
bt now he spenda hours at his private
devotions end in writing prayers in Russ
and $lavanic for the Imperial family. A
strahge rumour is current in both Mos-
cow and St. Petarsburg that if the child
expected next Jupe should ba a son the
Tsar will abdicate in favour of hia bre-
iher, who will become regent uniil the
Tsar's aom comes of age,

The damage done to the Iroquaois
Theatre, Chicago, by the recent fite was
small.  The firefvoof floor and woofs
were not damaged either by heat or by
water. The pariition dividing various
drrssing-rooms from the stage formeda
complete barrier tn Lhe progress of ihe
fire. The columns in this partition were
covered with wire lathing and plaster,
and their protection remaina intaet, The
girder supperting a heavy brick wall
aver the proscenium arch was protected
with cinder conctete and wire lathing
covered with plaster. In this case the
plaster was Jdestroyed, but the concreta
was uninjured.

Sir Wiltiam Ramsays name lhas been
constantly before the publie lately in
connrection with his discovery that the
much talked-¢f clement, radium, chang-
es into a gas known as helinm. it Wil-
liam is the son of the late William Ram-
sey, U, K. Iis uncle, a sugar plaater,
left bis library to Mr. Rameey, and his
son found amoug the books “Graham's
Chemistry,” which he devoured cagetly.
It ia a curious coincidence that he has
lutely heen appointed te the very post
which Drofessor Groham Limself  once
held-—that of Professor of Chemistry at
the London University College. &ir Wil-
liam’s name firat becarue known to the
wurld at karge as the discoverer of three
new gases—uneon, kryptom, and xenon,
All theae exist in the air.

‘Afier a disappearance of forty years,
&n early opera of Bizet, the compeser of
“Carmen,” has come to light. It is en-
Litled "Don Precopio,” and is on operu
bouﬂ'e in two acts. When Bizet won the

“prix de Rume” in 8.9, he was cxproted,
under th¢ terus of Lhe scholurship, 1o
scnd to the Paris Cunservatoire a mass
composed in the ¥ternal City. "Don
FProeopio”™ was the work tlat Bizet for-
warded; and  Ambroise  Thowas, then
dirgetor of the Conservatoire, while ae-
knowledging tlue invenlion and verve of
the compasition, expressmil surprise that
an opera boufle slhould have bLeen rent
in place of n Bolenm mass. “Dun Pro-
is to be produced nt Mouse Carlo,
and although il ia unlikely to yreve an-
other “Carmeg”™ or “Pecheurs  des
T'erles,” it is certuin to be both wweloldi-
oud and original, which are rare fen-

tures in operas Loulles nowadays.

Bir ¥rederick Bridge, organist of
Westminster Abbey, lectured at Chureh
1louse, Westminster, recently, - on
“Xhakespeare and Muaie,” pouinting out
that in the time of Llizabeth music was
on impertant part of gencernl educition,
alse that beyond question Minkeapeave
wae & lover of ihe art,  In his works

appear upwards of one hundred words
that are exclusively musical. Bir
Frederjck  discussed  the setting . of
“Where the HBee Sucks,” Ly R

Johnson, & econtemporary of Slake-
spenre, and Pelham Homirey who was
aent from the Chapel Rognl by Chmilcs
AL o study in Franco and lialy, the ex-

pense being defrayed out of the Secret
Bervice Purd.  John Cuanister, who
gave the first. public concert at & tav-
ern in Whitefriars, then & London Al-
setin, was represented by lLis musie to
“{loma Unto These Yellow Sanda”
Misa 5. Maris, Mr. Bertram Mills, and
the Westmingter Abbey Loy choristera
rendered these and other examples.

Clerics, as fellow-passengera at sea,
were not to Thackeray's liking, to judge
by & passage from one of hia letters to
Bra. Baxter, published in the “Century
Maguzine.” Wriling on hoard the Haltie
in May, 1854, he said: “Therc are thires
yellow-gilled Iopiah priestlings in  the
cabin now—they know all about kingdom
come, and lave the keys of heavea in
their portmanteaux—yct why did one of
’em faint almost the other night because
il blew a little hurrykin?  What puu-
bera of gates to heaven have we Luilt?
And suppose after all there are no walls?
But this is & mystery, The Rev, Dsgood,
the Rev. Huwkes, the KRev. Hughes have
the kecping of it—I awm come, twaddling
in the dark almoat—to the end of my
page. (Good-bye and God bless yuu, my
dear iriend.”

in “Mucnillan’s Magazine” for Febru-
ary, Mr. H. F. Abell writes scathingly
about the tyranny of football in Jim-
land, He inveighs not ouly ngaiust the
playera for comercialisin, but against
the apeclators, who are picturcd as thor-
ouzhly unsportsmanlike in  sentiment.
“When the game iv quict the vulpiue and
sodden fuces ure eager, but pot happy;
when an exciting phuse occurs the general
expression is one of malignant auxiety,
here broken by an outburet of frantic
disappointment, there by one of savage
joy. There is enthusiasm, plenty of it,
lut it is an ungencrous oue-sided en-
thusiasm, without a spark of chivalry or
apprecintion of alien worth in it.
Kvery Saturday during eight months nf
Lthe year at least 200,000 men, for the
moat part young and sirong, are idling
round a football ground in & atate of per-
petual excitement and passion not to be
soothed Ly ineessant stnoking.”

A memoir of Charlea Wolfe, prefuced
to o yolume of his peems just issned, tells
Low his one famous picee, “The Burial
of Sir Jolin Maore,” came to be written,
The aceount is ihat of ome of Wolfe's
college friends, the Hev., Samuel O'SBulli-
van. He suys that cue day in the sum-
mer of 1814 or 18i5 he read Walfe the
uccount given in the “Edinburgh Amnual
Register” of the burial of 8ir Joln
Moore. The two friends lhen weul ont
walking, and Wolfe was so unusually
silent that his compuanion wondered nt
his unresponsiveness, especially as  their
walk took them through a beautiful coun-
try. Wihen at laat he Droke ailence, it
was to reprat the fivst and lest stanzaa
of ihe poem that was to join Roare anid
Lhimself in & eowmon immartality, The
next morning the resl was finished, and
Ihefore very long the pisee nppeared  in
“Blackwood's Maganine,”

On the list of works to be staged at
his theaire in Paris this year, M. An-
toine has inelwded  an adaptation of
*“ King Lear,” by M. Pierre Loti. Al-
though not nne of the  subsidised
liouses, the Thealre Antoine has bheen
atyled “ the second thealye in Paris ” by
no less authovity thun M. Pwile Frguer,
1he leading Treneh eritie of the day.
Se that the projected production ought
1o prove an cvent of the greatest ine
{erest from a literary  and drawnntie
piont of view, rapking next to the fin-
ons preseniation of ™ lHnmlet” nt 1he
Theatre Francais, with M. Mounct.
Sully ms the Dane, Tt 1mny scem strange
to consider the performance of Fhake-
wpeare by a vompany of foreipn actora
as an imporiant (heatrienl event. Dot
iliere are many exeelicnt juigea  of
acting who eonsiler that {lie greafest
Hamlet ever gren in Lomdon was Chay-
lea Fechter, a Frenchman, who was alsn
famoua as the original Armnnd Buval,
of “La Bme nux Comelias,’” Anulhrr
foreigner wlho achirved ennuidernble re-
pute ag Hamlet was  Herr Bapdmnnn,
who was the fliat te introduce the lmsi-
ness of tle two ministurc portrable—

one of the dead Xing's, the olher of
the relgoing uwsurper—“the oounterfelt
preseatments of two brothem.™

“Tt'n il very well to talk aboul Lhe
wonders of radimm,” said the  scuffer,
“but what I want to kuow is, what prue.
tical wse ju it

“My frirnd,” anid lhe mau from Laver-
cargill, “you caonul Mave studied your
subjert very closely. or you wuuld know
that among olher vses radium is  used
down Suulh during the winter montlu g
a means of catclung rabbils.™

ook, nonseose!”” scuffed the scoffer.

“It is quite simple,” cuntinued Lhe
other. At dark a glass tube cuntoiniug
radium is pluced ou the snow near thu
burrows. Tl Urilliont ruys yiven off by
Lhe precious metul of course atlract Lhe
rabbitd.  When, willh their well-knowa
curivsity, they approaeh the tube, the
glare ouuses tears tu flow copiously.
Theae are frozen inte jcicles, which bold
ihe rabbits fivmly fixed to the ground till
the morning, when ai! that rcwnivs Lo La
done is to go and eolleet the rabbila. Dear
e, I'd ne idea it was so late! 1 myr*
be going.™

—_—

In one exsmination paper the meaning
of cum grano anlis waa given by the in-
telligent scholar as, "Allthough with a
corn thou dancest,” while the Knirhis of
Bt. Joln were described ns a sacrilegious
order who lives on an jsland. The quws-
tion, “Why docs true Euglish listory be-
gin with the reign of }lenry VIL.T"
evoked the answer “Decaunse up to this
timme it was all liew.” Other fucls that
will sivike most people as new arc: The
population in the nrighbourliood of enal-
fielda is very dense beesuse of the smoke
coming from the zoal; the sun never sela
on Dritish possegaions becarse the mun
sels in the West, and our eolonies are in
the north, south and east; the chief feu-
ture of the play of “Richard 11.” is the
desomposilion of the King; the feminine
of “he-goat” is “she weat”; Izaak Whal-
lon wne such & pood fisherman (hat he
was called “the julieious Haoker™; a cuc-
koo i3 @ bird that does not lay its own
egEs; pedigree means 8 Achoolinaster,
cmolument a scothing medivine; in the
United States peuple are put (o dealh by
elocution; the primate is the wils of &
Prime Miniater; a Jub's comforieor is &
thing you give bahies to mooth  them;
political eponmny iy the scicnes which
teaches us to et the greateat henefit with
the least possibie amount of honest lo-
bour,

Many ex-patrinted london  theatve-
froera i Lhe colony will reud the follow-
ing from the "lira” with & theab of
London—and the  Strand—sicknesa:
“There is somelbing very paihetic in
the sight of the dismuntled rwins of an
old playhouse. A few days siore e
mallecy slaireane of ile ol Gaivly
Theatre stovd aliost dsalated, nmongst
Tieaps of Tubbish, the legend of Llie prica
puid for adiission stundiug  out  dis-
tinetly in 1he daylight. There must
tave been wany pussers-by who caat peu-
sive platices st the “reannine” of (he lad-
der by wiich in the pust  they  bad
climbed s eften  toe enjorment nnd
amusmuent; wid the ympic Theatre,
which lias Leen attacked by the house-
Lroakers, s sultering sigiluy dewlidion.,
The Olverpic was one vf the linesl Weat
Fnd minor theatres which won a promi-
nent position in tlie daya of privileges
amd patents. Jwury-lune, in the reign of
Queen Hilzabelh, wus kuown  ns tha
“Via fde Allwyel,™ until Drary Ilonse,

Luilt towands the close af the sdatecnth
veulury, pmve Lhe (horougmhiare nonew
tatle,  Near Drury lHouse dhe Earl of
Urpwen erecled a nension for the uss
of his Dride. the danghier of Jumes 1.,
In the course of yvears, the ohl howae

was turned into a tave and in 1805 it
wie pulted down, wod the greound clenred
uf n Bite; nnd Lord Craven, the vwner
of the Lund, pranted the eelebrated eireua
proprictor, Philip Astley, o lease for a
ferm of Gl venvs, at an annanl renl of
£100. Rome old navel prizes being on
rale, Astley bonght the timber of one of

thean, the “Ville de Paris”  Wilh ilha
wards, miasls, mnd bowsprit of  the
French vessel, Actley made  the monin

propa mad supporis of hia plavhonse,
and they were moliceable in the all
Olypmie Theatre {ill it wan desliroyed
by live in 1849, The new houds consinted
of & fier of boxes, o pit, Ahd al the hael
of this space called n pgallery, parted off
fram the vest of ihe housc by ex Iroa
grating *



