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Stamp. Gollecting.

Muuritius was the first British eolony
%o follow RBritain’s exsmple in iesuing
adhesive stamps. She was also the firat
Ao over-print an issue.
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The British-Bomaliland stamps  with
the King’s portrait are to be over-
printed O.H.M.8, for “service” use. The
values range fromn one to 12 annas, They
are inscribad “Bomaliland Protecterate”
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The eviln of aniline inks from & atamp
colleclor’s point of view is that some
of the colours are very volatile. For in-
stanoe, it ia arserted that green, if ex-
Euaed ‘to the sun’s raya for a length of

ime, will become grey. This opens
fine posgsibililiea for collectors of shades
in the future.” °
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Poatage parcels in Italy must be very
heavy, judging by the fact that &0 lire
yellow and 100 lire blue postage due
stamps have just been isaue. As 1)
lire equals £4 in British money, one
would imzgine that excesa of postage
would not often be required.
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Speciul stamps are, of course, to be
Issued to commemorste the Si. Louis
World’s Fair. The 1 cent is to bear
tha portroit of Robert R. Livingstone,
the Idinister to France, who negotiated
the purchase of Louisann; the 2 cent,
Thomas Jefferson; 3 cent, James Mon-
roa, who assisted in the purchase of
Lonisama; & cent, President McKinley;
10 cent, map of the United States, show-
ieg the area purchased from France.
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“Mangaia”™ is the most southerly fa-
Jand of the Cook Group, eituated about
116 miles from Raratonga. The trea is
30 square milew, populated by 1541 pa-
tives and 10 Eutopeans. A# New Zea-
land has appointed a magistrate, Cus-
toms officer and postmaster (one indi-
vidual} at Mangain, philatelists are
now wondering whether a special issue
of overprinted stamps will follew, as
in the case of Niue, Aitutaki and Pen-
rthyn Islands.
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W. T. Mark ju B.CF. telll a good
story illustrative of the naes to which
& postage stammp may be put. He was
In Iialy and had entered a large open
space by means of a small door, when
he was pounced upon by a teatey who
wished to take him befare the captain,
Opening his pocket-book he took out a
peany Quecn’s head English stamp, and
siicking it on his own forehead waited
to eobacrve the effect. He could not
speak Ttalian, and the sentry could not
talk Eoglish, but he knew the stamp,
and bowing courteously showed the. visi-
tor the way out by & very handsome
gate. .- .
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The fine colouring of the recently-
Isaued penpy New Zealand siamp iz 8
great improvement. -¥For somc time
past mow the lady that adorns the penny
univeraal has had n washed-out appear-
anca that ill accorded with the idea of
such & vigoroud young colony an New
Zenland, and some English philatelio
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Journals have not healtated to suggest
that the plate was beginning to get
worb. The fresh prints are, however,
sharp and clear, and the colouring ex-
cellent, . . B
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A few weeks ago there appeared In
tha *“New Zealand Craphic® an article
that was practicaily a reply by the New
Zealsud Postal Department, and also
from tha Postmaster(Uencral, to the
articles that have bren appesring in the
“London Philatélist" headed “The Dis-
grace of New Zealand.” “The Austra-
lian Philatelia,™ for Mareh has publish-
¢d the article in extenso snd, of course,
duly acknowledged it.
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It is gralifying to mote that at length
a feeling is avising against the minute
differences tlat are made much of by
some philateiists in their desire to pos-
sesg a rarity, Writing in “Stanley Gib-
bons’ Monthly Jeurnal,” Mr C. J. Phil-
lips hus Lhe fullowing, which will receive
the approbation of a wajority of stamp
colloctors : —*Without, however, in any
degree abandoning our belief in  the
superiority of the fine unused stamp, we
are glad to ser signs of o revolt aguinst
the felish (for fetish {t is) entitled
original gum. To gravely discuss the
dificulty of distinguishing genuine gum
from fnlse, reaily seems to us a redictio
ad absurdum. If the stamp is a beauti-
ful wmint copy, it matters nothing
what sert of gum it has on the back; if
it is & poor copy the gum can make jt
ne better.”
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New Habridas and the Panama ™
Canal.

A QUESTION OF VITAL IMPORT-
ANCE,

Recent esbles announecing that the
United Stafes Benate had ratified the
Funama Canal treaty, smd that Great
Britain and France had agreed to a
joint commission {o proceed to the New
Hebrides, possess unusual interest for
Australia (says the Sydney “Daily Tele-
graph”}. There is a connection between
the two evenis which should not be al-
Towed fo escape molice. The financial,
political, and international diffioulties
which have delayed the comatruction of
the eanal being now removed, and the
Unitod States being about to take the
work up, there .can be little deubt of ifs
mucceasful completinn-—possibly within
the eaiimated period of tem years, - A
glinece at the map will show ihat the
hew route, a2 has heen previouwsly point-
ed out, will shorten the voyage to and

from Australin by some thonaands of _

miles. This means lower freights and
cheaper passages, and it is, therefore,
surely to be largely, if not genorully,
availed -of. This fact alons has an im-
poriant bearing on the future of Auas-
tralia. )

Bat the essential faet for present con-
sideration is the connection of the open-
ing of tha new route with what im
known as the New Hehrides question,
since the route will pass through thot
archipelago. The terma of yeference be-
tween the DBritish and French Govern-
ments are still under negotiation. It is

staled that they will include the setile-
ment of lund disputes between the Brit-
ish and French-setitlers, which are now
both serious and frequent; but ft may
fajrly be supposed that the scope of tha
joint eommirsion will be more exteuded,
and that it will pave the way for & sct-
tlement of the greater and renl diffienl-
ty—the national ownership or sover-
eignty of the whole nrchipelago. The
two Governments are now more friendly
than they have been for many years, and
the desire to prevent embroilment in
the strupggle now taking pluce in the Far
Esst may possibly induee England to
grant concessions to its astute Gallic
neighbour which otherwiae it wonld not
tlo. The wish for eoncilintion may even
lead England to not preperly pafeguard
Ausglrulian {nteresta in thia matter,

It is evident that France places a high
value on the New Hebrides, whilst there
is little proof that Englind does. Fronch
nettlera in the islands end in New Cale-
donia are making strenuocus efforts for
Franee to obiain ponsession of thia im-
portant group of island=, and recent dis-
cussiona in the French Varliament show
that their claims are being well suppori-
ed at Home. The great inducements
held out to emigranta is exuring Freneh
population and imflnence in the New
Hebrides to extend rapidly. Australia
ought surely to make its voles henrd in
ihe delilerations and work of the joint
commigsion, and no time should be lost
in seeing that it has the opportenity of
daing so.

A Freach mewspaper published in the
New Helrides was the first to point aut
the inercasing importance of the islanda,
owing -to the fact that, when the Panama
Canal was opened, they would be on the
direet Toute to Australia, and tn urge
this as one of ihe chief reasons for en-
deavouring to secure French sovereizntly
over them. The opening of the ronte
must largely enhanee the commereinl
vnlte of the islagds, besides possibly
making them points of etrategie im-
povtance in navei and military opera-
tiets in the Far East. In the hands of
an uniriendly Power they would bz a
menace to the Commonwealih. Having
regard to all the circumstances the New

Habrides question ssmumes greit sericus-
ness, pid momentoun resulte may depend
upon the terms of its sclution. The in-
tereat of Australia demands that it con-
siderativn and wsettlement should be
taken up In recl earaest. ‘

“The Guld of Courtesy.”

CUAPELXTREET LURANCLL

Laat week Mm. Neligen, wife of th
Rishep of Awckland, inaugurated the
Chapel-atreet  schoo!  branch of  the
new “Pup’lt Grifd of Courtesy,” wnich
has plready obisined rost in the Parnell
scheol, There was a Lig attentlance aof
children aud visitors, among the latlex
beisg M7t lobbs (Uhairzan of the Edu-
eaticn Board), Mr Crowe {chairman)
and membera of the Cily Bchools’ Com-
mitiee, Mr and Mis Leo Myers, Mm
Colemun, Mr  and Mrs  Mitchell, and
Mesdimes  Hill, Lasigale and Dvaflio.
Mes Neligan made n warin and affeetion-
ate addrese to the children, whe cheep-
ed ber loudly. The certificates, number-
ing 127, were nfterwards distribuied Lo
the children, who bave faken wp the
wovement enthusiasticdly. The objecta
of the guildl are expressed in the title,
“Courtrsy,” which irclules generosity,
genilencss ard ril the virlues which go
to melke hife tolerable, nid necd to be
ineuluated young. The boys promise lo
abstain  fram  swenving, sumoking, dis-
respect angd disobedienve. amt the girls
to he oledienl aud vespectiul, nnd to
encourage others to he 4o &lsa. Dadges
were presentol fo the Loy and givd who
were rogarded by the children ag the
most eaurtesns sl gentle, und wore
won by Oscar Srepbena (with  Jumes
Barry eecond) and  (ladys  Tathurst
(with Geostrude Dobbe second).  The
Vadges were presenied by AMrs John Mit-
chell (a gold one for the g!rl} and her
husband ¢+ pilver pne for the boy}, and
they shownd the minnmegram “G.(L* The
guild, whicii has been introduced by the
headmester, Mv Draffn, is a purely vol-
unlary aifair, wnd is perfectly iree.
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DRINK LIME JUICE

THEN DRINK THE BEST

Agests—AL L, Entrican & Co., A

¢ FRUIT SEASON SECTION.

' Yust Opeced from America and
. London dfrect—-
FRUIT PRESEXRVING Jans, JELLY
JARS, JAM JAES, JAR RINGS
PRESERVING FPANS, lu Bruss, Copper,
and Eonuwel
In ubove Articles we offer you a selection
which sbhould coable you to place your
requiremeuts with us-
Note ©Our ¢Cash Prices well, and boy

s,
BUOY EANLY! BUY HARLYI
TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT.
MABON'B JARS, PORUELAIN TOUA—

1 quart, 4/4 dozen, cases extra; 35/ per
cr contajolng § dosco, erate frec.
tEoa @7 dozen, eases extra: ¥4/ per

crate, contalning 6 dozen, crate free.
MABON'S JARS, IMPROVED 4LASY
TOPH-—

1 quart, 4/0 dozen, cases extra: 3%/ per
crate, containiog B dosen, crate fres,
5 qus 4/6 dnzen, cases extra; 3T/ per
cyata. containing 9 doscn, craty fres,

mEND FOR OUR FULL
iLLUSTHATED LIST. H-
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EAGLETgiB_SB, WIDE MOUTH, WIRH
1 quurt, 9/8 dogen, cases extra; §/3
dozen hy the crate, <rais free, .
2 quart, 11/8 doxew, <akes extra; 11/3
dozen by the crate. crata free,

LIGIITRING JARS. BI'RING WIRE TOP—

1 quart, 7/6 dozvp, resea extra; 7/3 dozen
Ly the crate. crate free.

2 quart, 1/0 dosen, cases extra; B/ doxen
by the ecrate, crnte free,

THR ATLAS APECIAL FRUIT JAR, 3ta
Wida Month, with Parceiain Lined Zine
Berew Top Cover and Rubbee Lting -

1 gnart, /8 per dnzen; packing, Bd extra,
2 qnart, §/8 per doxen; pucking, BE extra,

A New Sample Jar, only a amall quantity

to offer this meamon,

(ilaes Jelly Jarw, with Tin Covers—

Amalt. Medium, Large. Extra Inrgs,

Holdlng T 2

Prica 19 8/8 4 3

Bpecial Price, per Neat of (2), T and 10om
oniy 4/§ dozen Remts

M. SMEETON,

THIS 1S WORTH READINQ,

Per Nrest of (£, T to oz., only 11/¢ @ozen
}

nesls,

Whhe Barthenwora Jelly Cans,In nesty of %,
onlg 121 the neat. Largost one mea-
sores 8in hizh pnd Gln wlde.

Iound Glasw Jam Jars, Lipped Top (for
paper coverst, slze llb, Y4 per dosen;
2l &S per dazen.

{These are pricel complrte, each with Pap

Jam Jar (oren .
Now we come io the Necessarlea for Pres
paring the Mrode, viz.:—

Foreeluin Enamel Preserving Pane, with §

hangies—
Bixe. 12 14 18 ineb diameter.
18 /% 184 ench.
PYoreelafn Knamel Ball Handla Prescrving
Pros—
a 10 13 14 10 quart
74 98 11/M 138 10/8 ench.

Hrama Preserving [ans, Bweat guallty, with
fril-down Hapdles and Enrs rlvvted on—

Copper Preservine Pans, extrn heavy qua-
Aty, willh fail-dewo Mandles wnd Egrs

vireted on—
Blzey 10 12 15 1 Inch
63 K 1L 138 209 yach
Light Eapamelled Pregs v luns,  wit®
Iinll Hondle apd Lipped —
[} o W0 apunrt,
&1 BB /8 each.
Wona Hperus, for Jam Btircloy, 34, 44, 84,
#d vavh.
FRINT JAR RINGR, New Stock, Just ae
riveld —

Atlna, tna per doren.
Eagle. 104 pee dozen,
Tichtning. 81 per dozen.
Mason'a, 81 per dAnzen,
All Pure Rtabber.
Parchment Jam Pot Corrra, gumnred, ¢om=-
picte, Witk Wox Papera—
Blro 2 8 b
Ench Tacket contalning 20 24

Blzea 10 12 14 18 18 inch 24 [ pers.
44 &8 19 10/3 10/ coch Price 24 B 4d per pht
QENERAL PROVIDERS,

LTD.,

QUEEN ST.. AUCKLAND.



