
cf the Iveat, though really we are in the

middle of autumn! Mrs. Collins received
in a lovely gown of blaek crepe de chine,
trimmed with delicate lace, and a black

picture hat; her little girl wore a

charming white silk frock and cash; Lady
M'ard was in blue voile with a smart hat

of royal blue and emerald green tulle;
Mrs. Rhodes wore black silk, and a hand-

some brocade toque: Mrs. T. f. Williams,
black crepe de chine, with skirt panels
of rich guipure, black and white bonnet

,with pink roses, large white marabout,

stole; Mrs. Crawford., mouse-coloured
voile, with pipings of scarlet, and many
little gold buttons; Mrs. A. Duncan,

white voile, very much gauged and in-

serted with lace; Mrs. Wilford, white
linen de soie, threaded with pale blue;
Mrs. Turnbull, white satin foulard with

a black design, sash of vivid green; Mrs.

•Baldwin,, deep blue voile and scarlet hat;
Mrs. Martin, white canvas voile, and

black hat; Mrs. Hunt, pale green silk

linen; Mrs. Miles, fuchsia-tinted silk

.voile, much flounced and inserted, toque
of shaded purple and violets; Miss Miles,
pretty floral muslin in shades of mauve;
Mrs. W. Hislop, white serge dress: Mrs.

A. Young, ivory voile, the skirt laid in

•wide horizontal tucks; Mrs. John Abbot,
rose pink voile, ray-pleated, pink bebe

liat, white marabout stole; Misses Staf-
ford, pretty floral muslins; Miss Higgin-
son, pale blue delaine, with yoke of
Paris lace; Miss Denniston (Dunedin),
white canvas and black beaver hat; Miss
Grace, ivory doth with motifs of lace;
Miss Fitzgerald, white muslin and lace;
Mrs. Finch, black voile, and ecru lace;
her daughter was in white, with a scarlet

hat; Mrs. Rawson, black voile; Miss

Rawson, white canvas; Miss O’Hagan,
red doth dress, and red bebe hat: Mrs.

Fitchett,’ fawn voile, inserted with’ lace,
black hat; Miss Duncan, pink voile,

spotted with white: Mrs. McEwan,
white cloth, and pale blue hat; Mrs. T.

Young, ivory basket cloth, and hat with

pale blue; Mrs. lan Dunean, white silk

muslin, spotted with black, black picture
hat; Mrs. Wickman, mauve and white

satin foulard, black hat with violets;
Mrs. Valentine, light grey tweed, and

smart black hat; Mrs. Harrison, black

cloth, strapped with pale blue and lace;
Mrs. Uniacke (New Plymouth),, white

cloth dress, and smart black beaver hat;
Mrs.-Henry, green canvas voile; Miss K.

Henry, biscuit-tinted voile, red tulle hat

with strings; Mrs. Gow, white satin

blouse, and white voile skirt, black pic-
ture hat; Mrs. Perkins, white muslin

spotted with black, deep pelerine cape;

Miss Medley, ecru muslin spotted with

white; Mrs. 'Ewen, grey voile; Miss

Ewen, pale blue tweed; Mrs. Harding,,
black brocade; Misses Harding, white

voile dresses and black hats; Mrs. Ed-

win, black brocade; Mies Edwin, pale blue

voile; Mrs, Rhind, grey silk with hand-

some black passementerie; Mrs. Me-

.'Gtregor, blaek! voile; Miss McGregor)
white canvas, deep lace collar, black iiat;
Mrs. Loughnati, pale grey, and black

velvet; Miss Harcourt, white voile; Miss

G. Harcourt, white canvas, and red hat;
Miss Otterson, white muslin, handsome

chine sash; Miss Fitzgerald, white sash,
and black hat; Mrs. Gilmer, black voile;
Miss Gilmer, white voile spotted with

black velvet; Mrs. H. Gilmer, pale blue

voile; Mrs. Jeffcoat, grey blue voile,
with silk fringe; Mrs. Gilruth, white
cloth, threaded with Emerald green;
Mrs. O’Hagan, pale blue crepe de chine

elaborately tucked and inserted with

lace; Miss May Seddon, blue voile with

medallions of lace; Mrs. Embling, black

voile: Mrs. Wright, champagne tinted

muslin spotted with white, blaek hat;
Mrs. Rankin Brown, pale brown voile,
deep belt and strappings of dark brown

velvet; Mrs. E. Hadfield, white serge,
and black hat; Miss Butt, mauve and

white silk; Miss Richmond, prune cloth,
and long grey cloak; Miss Burnett,

grass lawn over green; Miss Simpson,
white cloth dress; Miss Seed, ivory can-

vas; Mrs. T. Young, white cloth, pale
blue belt; Mrs. M atson, tussore silk,
and blaek toque; Mrs. Symonds, pale
green silk voile, with applique of lace.

Mrs. Beauchamp gave a farewell tea

to Mrs. and the Misses Johnson, who

have gone to England by the Turakina

for an indefinite visit.
OPHELIA.

MARLBOROUGH.

Dear Bee, March 15.

Our hospitals are attracting our atten-

tion just now. Picton has a brand new

one, clean, up-to-date and well man-

aged. The Havelock people have a

branch Cottage Hospital, also up-to-date,
which is to be opened shortly with a

flourish of trumpets in the presence of

the Pieton Board, the Mayor, etc. In

Blenheim we are behind the times, but

that reflection will not worry us much

longer. A new hospital will soon be

ours, with all the very latest appli-

ances, a children’s ward, and annexes

for consumptives. Our old hospital* is

a disgrace to the colony, and the sooner

it is cremated the better.

The Exhibition flourishes apace. A

meeting held in Haveloek was most suc-

cessful, and an enthusiastic committee

was appointed to work up matters

there. Pieton, so far, is the only fa-

voured spot where' men are’ advanced

enough to put ladies on the committee.

A party of about twenty residents of

Blenheim went off for an excursion down

Queen Charlotte Sound in the s.s. Wai-

tohi, which- is now the favourite excur-

sion boat, being new, roomy and fast.
A splendid haul of fish rewarded their

efforts, and the party are looking for-

ward to still another outing before the

weather breaks.

Picton people are busy getting up vari-

ous shows, for which half the ladies in

the town and a good proportion of gen-

tlemen are canvassing for subscriptions
and contributions.

A regatta is keeping all the men folk
on the qui vive for subscriptions, and a

Hospital Ball is interesting all the
weaker sex, who daily perambulate the
town with pencil and paper, a purse,
and a fancy Maori kit. No one is safe.

The Horticultural Show' is also being
well advertised by its particular com-

mittee, who let ferv escape; but, indeed,
that particular hobby meets with much

sympathy and financial help from all

parts of the colony. Pieton people have

reason to be proud of their horticultural
shows, which are famous throughout the

colony. u ■ , ...

The Friendly Societies held their an-

nual pienic this year at Double Bay,
Queen Charlotte Sound. A good train-

load of Blenheim residents went down

to Picton. a?’d thence down the Sound
in the s.s. Waitohi. A most enjoyable
time was spent, and all returned home

well pleased With their outing.
The Rev. A. H. Sedgwick and Mrs

Sedgwick, who are expected back from

Rotorua, where Mr Sedgwick has been
tnk-ino- the baths,will be welcomed home
taking tne oatns,

win oe

at a social. MIRANDA.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear Bee, March 10.

’ As March creeps on day by day wc all

think more and more of the return of

the Discovery and sister ships from

Antarctica. The Mayor (the Hon. H. F.

Wigram) presided at a meeting last

week with a very large and influential

executive committee, and arrangements

are well forward for giving these brave

men a suitable welcome home. A picnic
has been arranged for one thing, Mr

Deans kindly placing his Homebush 'Sta-
tion at the disposal of the committee,
and remembering how the crew of the

Morning enjoyed their day in the coun-

try this was gladly accepted. A banquet

will also be given to the officers, when

the citizens will hope to hear some stray
narratives of their perilous journeying*.

A VERY PLEASANT AFTERNOON ;

was spent at “Thorpe" on Mrs C. H.
Croxton’s lawn on Wednesday, when the

final of the Croquet Tournament played
there took place, in the presence of a

large number of interested spectators.
The players were Mrs Kohn and Mr

Waleot Wood against Miss I. Martin and

Miss Kennedy, the game being played
most carefully and earnestly, resulting
in a win for the latter. Very hand-

some silver photo frames w.ere. the

prizes. Tea was served in the dining-

room before play really commenced, as

a’ very strong nor’-west wind and accom-

panying heat made it disagreeable; but

about four o'clock it became very plea-
sant, and fruit was partaken of under

the trees. Mrs Croxton wore a blue

linen eoat and skirt, piped with white,

and blaek hat; Miss Croxton, pink linen

skirt, white silk blouse, and white hat;
Mrs AV. Stringer, champagne silk voile

over silk trimmed with lovely lace, blaek

picture hat and feathers: Mrs Morton

Anderson, dark blue skirt, white silk

blouse, fancy straw hat; Mrs-Martin,
all black; Miss Martin, blaek skirt, floral

silk blouse, white net and floral hat;
Mrs Waleot Wood, black voile with

cream lace yoke, threaded with pale
blue bebe ribbon, black hat to match;
Mrs Haselden, cream canvas skirt,
cream silk blouse with insertion, blaek
hat; Mrs I. Gibbs, navy blue voile with

wide cream lace insertion bands, linen

coat, black hat; Mrs G. Merton, pink
linen costume, trimmed with white, black

and white hat; Miss Merton, blaek with

white spot, blaek hat, trimmed with pale
blue; Mrs Kohn, cream eanvasskirt, silk

blouse with insertion, fancy straw

toque; Mrs F. W. Thompson, heliotrope
and white stripe, black; hat; Miss Ken-

nedy, pale blue voile, hat to match; Mrs

T. Garrard, pale grey voile with cream

insertions, blaek and white bat; Mrs

IxHiisson, navy blue gown with blue and

white embroidery, red and Tuscan bat;

Miss Louisson, green crash skirt, white

silk and insertion blouse; Miss M. Lonis-

son, pink linen skirt and white s’lk
blouse; Mrs (Dr.) Thomas, black,

with cream lace on bodice, toque to

match: Miss Thomas, royal blue with
cream lace, white hat; Mrs Snow, deep
blue with cream lace trimming, black
hat; Mrs Coverdale, pale grey cloth

with Oriental embroidery, green and

CUTICURA
OINTMENT

Purest of Emollients and

Greatest of Skin Cures.

The Most Wonderful Curative
of All Time

For Torturing, Disfiguring
Skin Humours

And Purest and Sweetest of

Toilet Emollients.

I Cuticura Ointment Is beyond question
the most successful curative for tortur-

ing, disfiguring humours of the skin and
scalp, Including loss of hair, ever

eompmmded, in proof of which a

single anointing preceded by a hot bath -
with Cutlcura Soap, and followed In

the severer cases, by a dose of Cut!-,
cura Resolvent, is often sufficient to'
afford immediate relief in the most

distressing forms of itching, burning,
and scaly humours, permit rest and

sleep, and point toa speedy cure when 1
all other remedies fail. It is especially,'
so in the treatment of infants and chil-
dren, cleansing, soothing and healing
the most distressing of infantile hu-j
moors, and preserving, purifying and

beautifying the skin, scald aud hair. I
Cuticura Ointment possesses, at the;

same time, the charm of satisfying the i
simple wants of thetoilet, in caring for i
the skin, scalp, hair, hands and feet, j
from infancy to age, far more effect-

ually, agreeably and economically than

the most expensive of toilet emollients. 1
Its “Instant relief for skin-tortured

babies,” or " Sanative,antiseptic cleans-

ing,” or
“ One-night treatment of the

bands or feet,” or
“ Single treatment

of the hair,” or “Use after athletics,”,
cycling, golf, tennis, ridiug, sparring,’
or any sport, each in connection with

the use of Cuticura Soap, is sufficient

evidence of this. t
CutleuraResolvent, liquid and in the form of Chocolate

CoatedPills, Cuticura Ointment and Cuticura Soap am

sold throughout the world. Depots: London.’.7 Charter-
house Bq.; Paris, 5 Rue dela Paix ; Australia.R. Towns*
Co . Sydney; Boaton, 137 Columbus Ave. PotterDrug*
Chemical Corp .Knlc Proprietors.
n3r* Bendfor “ The CuticuraSkin Book.”

TONSON CRRLICK CO., ltd

CLOSE OF THE SEASON.

Balance of Travelling Trunks, Ladies’ CtJERTTbA/ tJEIUIPCfI
Dress Baskets, Hampers and Picnic VlyErlllll IyEL/UvClz llylvCD*
Baskets, and such like, now selling at ,— ,

CALL AND INSPECT FOR YOURSELVES AT THE

PEOPLE’S FURNISHING WAREHOUSE,
TONSON GARLICK COY., Ltd., AUCKLAND.
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