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"THE RUSSO-JAPANESE- WAR.
'.' Port Arihur Dvor-Fnrhﬁad

Wl‘!.‘\K l‘OlNTS IN !)EPEN('!'S. i

BENNET BURLEIH'S OPTNTONS,

Writing to the London “Daily Tele-
graph™ from Tokio recently Mr Bennet
Burleigh, that journal’s specixl eorres-
ponduent, describes what he saw at Dainy
wnd Purt Arihuz o month or Lwoe prior
to the vutbreak of Lhe war. “Foris of
no weaw kind and of grest magnitude
can be dountesl,” lie says, ““noi in unils,
but by tcins, Leiwcen Dalny and ort
Arthur. The industry displayed upon
every land in  raifroad coustruction,
housc-building, the crection of forlifica-
tions, Uhe making of docks, roads, and
the improvement of the barbour was
admivable aml vconnendalle. Nov do L
notcan [, casiiy enumerate all the workas
that were being pushed forward with,
perhaps, ruthless, but unflagging zeal,
and el pr e. A day in Port
‘Avthur, aparl from the talk of the Rus-
sianis, i+ cuough to convinve anyens
that the {zar's people have a grip upon
Munchuria they iutend never Lo sireien.
Day and wmight operations go fovs
designet o ke Porl Avihuae
‘merevind emporitm and a gevat on
eenal. A newspaper printed in 19
whiclh wiil e dzawed [rom the

sNavri
Krai' oflice at 1he beginning of the New
Year, pullic walerworks, clectrie trams,
eleciric dighting, and much else—these
are all upon the eanl, and ave being got

At the same tinte the Russian
represenied by Admiral
is feverishly busy Inying mines,
preparing the fleet for war, aval ssaécl-
ing for conlractors who will dietiver
Caddiff codl in dota of 70000 Lona, less
or oord, up {07 200,000° lm\s. ‘early tn
190 ¢
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-~ AN-APTACK FROM LAND SIDE..«

. “Port Arthur ia over-lortifled. Ilm
frowning works, wounda of tarth, -and
baubions of granite rick, ite glacis and
ita trenches, circling and crowning some
wcore or more of often resmote and dis-
connectedd billa that can be duminated
from other heights, render them open to
atlack ond capiure in detail. And to
such & form of as-ault they are furiher
peculiarty. exposed; for the scorings of
1he -soil ure numeroits amt. deep.  Gullies
traverse the hifls in all directions, and
1here s mogaificent eover for riflesmen,
aften to within 300 yavds or less of - the
nearest outlying defencex of the mmin
works, Again, scarcely, half the forix
are complered or have any guns in poat-
‘tion Lo check-an attack delivered from
the land side. - 1L is diferent toyards
ithe sea front, tmt even there the har-
bLour may be reached, though there is a

_ boom aightly spread aeroas the entrance

to the iumer baxin, and the month' of
the haven ecan be blcked by the biz old
Chinese boom, with its - ‘eheveux - de
frise’ of projecting spars, slod with iron.

-And, of eourse, the Russians have luid

down iorpedoes” and mines to protect
tho chinnel aml entrance. Shoukl the
forts fail thew, the mining-expert i3 ex-
pected to 1owch . the Lntton and blow
any too- daving enemy's cmﬁ mto !'mg-
ments. ot

. ]..\7[‘{!"‘15 OF NAV. \L OFFIC LR“

“Ehere is d rise of SEt Lo 12Ft of dide a
l‘ult Arthur, Fhe two latest battleskipa
oui Tront Forope foand ro dificulty in
gelling inde the harbour, although they
viere said 1o draw over 28It of water.
Tleey were al ence taken inlo the basin,
where 1hey wére Touched up and painted
in Dlack within two days, like the other
warshipa in pnd, Vor spwe reason the
Hussixns have divided their fleet, keep-
ing ihe Dest part of their fast armoured
crvisecd at \las.hvosl.ul\ It i3, slated
theal Alie pr;ws-lfnl aloainer ice-breakers
ihere can keep that fovtified port an
vpen  harbour throughout ile severest
yeinter. E

“The’ Russianz lnrelv p{n mlt 91Lh(‘|‘
for' Largel pla.Llu‘e or for alenmmw man-

‘seuvres.? Prom sueh information s I.

‘conld gather, as well an what 1 saw for
mysell, they sre slnck in their maitor
dutm, for theé otficers spend much of
r tine ashore, and the ideal of Rus-
slsn ll(e acemns -Lo e @mding enjoyment
and soluce in such sjpusenenls o & very
Hlarry’ town affords—a rircus,. & wretch.
ed theaire, and dissipation of Lthe Coa-
sack or Dirtar Kind. “And the army men
are quite as ‘spreey’ as Lheir brojhers ot
the Lrine. Bul it is no worse, mayhap,
than Portsmouth was o eycle or so ago,
when  prize-moncy  _was pleniiiul, and
man-o’-warsmen Jvok Jife as Mogarth has

inted for ws, Yes, and the Brilish
‘Railors fnught well enough in  1lose
tintes. “Amuin, it may lbe that as the
Ritssian shipa are nob taken eithey ount
or into the harbour under their own
ateawn. but are haulad by t||g~1. and di-
veofed by loeal pilots, there is an excuse
for their mot Leinj; out and about at
scq cvery day. 1t takes much time to
et them all towed out and in, but the
faet that the ofiicers de not handle their
ovn ships nuder the vessel’s own steam
indicates either a want of coniidence or
a want of experience upon the part of
‘their naval commanders. . , ., From
a frequent inspection of the fleet’s tar-
gets aflee practice, it is ovident the
shooling is of a very medioere quality.
The target was never lowed at any
great speed, nor was lhe ronge a long
one, but it was rarely ever hit or 'put
in danger.” Of course, I am told it ia
different with the artillerymen—the gar.
rizon gnnnerd in lhe big shose Latleries
that frown from every hill—they can
shoot well, and meany of llm CALRON AT
of greal Eti-&(!.
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- (:RE:’\T MILITARY'
- CENTRE. -

“Russia has probally not wore 1han
soventy to eighty thowsand troops soulh
of Mukden, Therein .is military  wis-
dom, for the soldiers must be fed and
1he line uséd to carry forage and provi-
sicus for cvery-day use inslead of for
increasing Lthe stores at Dulny and 1’011.
Arthur. | Ilenee, also, no doubt, i} is
that ihey h.'u'e few mvalrv at prc%ont
in that district. Not more than_4000

tives—the coolics’ working dbout

ora000 Lrooperk ab wioat, and Weesk,sCos-
wckn. and ol hets, e mounted wpen-he
ahaggy but wiurdy little Maocburinn
ponics.  But the Hwssinne are building

ermanent b rrecks aml quarters te sul-
<foe, if sered be, for

tha  homsing of
‘W00 soldiers.” - The bulk of their
atores, men and material, . they  _keep
back at I{arbin. Thai has now become
a preat contre of l:mh{nry n('hvnhr and
is reputed to have in and afound the
town about B0.000 to 100,000 tronps, in-
cluding many regiments of Cossacks and
Regular cavalry, I take it that the rail-
way Lrains, which enn be safely rua at
an average speed of thirty miles an
hour, could bring down men and supplies
from Harbin at very short notice. ‘The
Russians declare that they could “runm
through twenty trains a day if need lwe.
Tiut they could not do that, day rug.
ceeding day, for, say, a wesk, Tlow-
over, ihcy have taken careful census of
the popul.ltmn and material in, around,
and south of Mukden. The quanhty of
food and forage available has all been
tabulated; and the mumber of persong
who are to be sent out of Port Anhur
and Dslny et down,

\'\‘AR SL'PPLILS AT PORT ARTHI'R.

“I raa ithrough from Port Arthur to
Mukden in about seventeen hours, de-
spite the evil systém of long waits at
stations upon the ‘mightineny’ of snme
oflicial’s  conveniense. The express
trains are veally cnrringes above the
average of linglish I'uibmans, the sleep-
ing compurtmenta being divisible so that
iwo may shere the space and r seul to-
gether, a deviee arranged by wmenny of
folding doora. Upon the way up I saw
e whip most liberally used by the Ting.
wian suldiers npon the backs of 1lic na-
“the
stations ond the quarters. 1 will here
add that I do nob think that there are
maore than six months' provisious or
war supplies at Lhiy date stored in I'ort
Arithur. | The goxrvison deea not nmumber
over 25,000 men, bul eerlainly evident
efforls were bemu made within the past
few days to hurrv in reil forgementa and
to add to" the. ﬂnpp]nes ihat could be
drawn upon in the event of a siege.”

By Royal Warrants SOAPMAKERS to their Majesties

THE KING and THE QUEEN. =—— &
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ﬁO’tiC@ having been brought to Messrs. A. @ F.
PEARS, Ltd., that imitations of their Specxahtles.
are being offered for sale in Australasia they have

. . authorized Messrs. F. Forrest & Co., 495-7, BourKke

'Street, Melbourne, their’ . Agents for the sale of
PEARS’ SOAP; to taKe legal proceedings agalnst
all persons infringing thelr Labels, Trade Marks,




