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OuR ILLUSTRAT'IONS.‘

UREWERA L‘Ol‘ NTRY.
b .l‘

A REAIL l(.AUR.l uAT}H"’RING.

THE GOVERNURS TOUR.

Hiv Excelleney the Clovernanr arrived
in  Auckland on Friday night from
Rotorua, having done the trip in &
specinl train in vix hours, c
“His Exceelency has made a tour of {he

wiilest vouniry in the culony—that ai- -

wost  impassable tract of country be-
1ween Waikarewmneana amd Ruatoki, in
the ['réwera rountry, itaelf a rupgged

Innd, not easy (o travel through, but -

fult of magnificent acenery thut makes
the arduous journey worth double the
< Anbte, It is n feat never attempted hy
‘uny prprm:m "Giavernor of the colony,
but with the knowledge of the great pic-
Luresqueness of the country given such
publivity, it is nat unlikély that the
country will not retain its almost virgin
witiplicity hereafter.  Going overland to
Wuiron nnd Lthenee tn Waikaremonna
uand Waikureiti, the Governor and his
purly tonk horse to Ruatoki, traversing
u long sireteh of ecountry where searce
n veulige of road or trail was to ba seen.

Kiding by day on the sure-footed but -

desperadely - uneasy  horaes  of  the
Maoris, aml camping on the roadside by
night--a unique experience siely for
wtry tiovernor of r well-settied colony!—
Lhey eame at jast to Ruatoeki, where n
preat mmmber of Maoris were assembled
fuc Lhe auispicious oceasion of hin visit,
aml fiis” official opening of the eeeond
Miori Counrils’ Conferenee. Cancorning
the events of that visit the veader may
learn frone Lhe account which follrws
herenfter.

Lenving Ruatoki His Excellency went
1o Whakntape to attend the raees on
Kt. P'atrick’s Day, driving the same day
to Te lekn, where he spent the night.
The next worning the party went by
spevial conch to Rotorua. arriving there
In ‘time for luncheon. AL a-quarter past
Two the party boarded the rpecial train
which Dbrewght them to Auckland, ks
ubove stated,

“This article was specinlly written for
{the N4 Greaphie” and “Awckland Near”
by Mrp Thox, P’ringle, (iovernment photo-
wripher, a collection of whose excellent
photoprajphs we are enabled to reproduce
by wpecinl permission of the Tourist
Lepartment. IL will be noted that. in
wdition tn being an expért artist in
photgruphy, Mr  Pringié  possersen
faculties un a dem-nptl\e writer of o
higgh order,

IMPRESSIONR O RUATOKI, |

-The teni-surrounded marae lies
shrouded in moonless darkness, biink-
ing Hphts throwing tremulous shadows,
wangperaled and grotesque as the camp-
Wy inmates  move. dnskle, an olia
ypedrida of  belongings and -an equally
Hlassorted collection of luninns—grisly
tuteced warriurs cheek by jowt with
durky maidens of oldly conbrasting at-
iveness; infants of apparently an-
relic guodness kicking their heels with
philosophie equanimity. Korewai and

broudeloth, silk Liouse and ekirt of
Tuleat  fashion, tattered nondescript
whavt  snd skict, all rab noses  with

friendly kiwship. The ommipresent kuvi
und poaka ave eomspicuous Ly thdir ab-

acenc#, having apparently heen banished
pra tew. from the family eivele, aml
6 oddistinet but pitially inelfectlive at-

:-‘mpt been wide to “Lidy things up
it.”

Aeross the pah rings out the rum-
nony Lo evening worship, responded to
froon crvery divection, il the big ram
anga hguse i3 filled 1o overflowing with
"L apparently devent crush of wor-
ehippers,  The ill-ventilated  hall, s
rituk with & mixed assortment of odoirs,
Tovori and Egypting  cigarettes clash
with Jackey Ulnb and Vielet de Parnea,
w1l blended together, or rather seeming
uil to flent en w viscid subsiratum of
el nwashedness.

Weiril  ¢hants rise with &  stenngely
ivering monotony, seeming ino  our
won-understanding eara fraught with re-
gretful memories and vague  longings—
dinly understood, wholly hopeless. Jlere
ui ampassivned orator harengues for a
moment, then Ureaks almost impers
weptibly into waiato, to be presenlly
inken up in dlorun. shrilly women's
voices  predominating, male barytoue
lending volume and sonority, beneath
all, & iiep fur-away atrain of pheno-
menl bans, It brought back vividly
our first lauhau service lo the fast.
seares of Tuhde Tand long ago.

A buge runanga house, wmdowl:n
and almoat dopriesa, u-bn]y blackenad
with the smoke _of many génerations.
Darkness feebly plerced here and there,
Iry meagre flickering candles. - The per-
siclpantls visible as ghosts way be, rising
up and sitting down with startling sud-
deaneas, but “all so intent snd lughlv
strung ihat one {elt how little was
needed to precipitaie am hysterical out-
turat of religions fanaticiam?

Nervice over, the assemblage . turne
to lighter mood. HSong snd story from
hoary-headed warriors, who punctuate
their narrative with much quivering of
taiahs ard mere. Ur with suggoestive
gesture which never faila to elivit a re-
sponsive roar of delight.

Laier, frum ieti and where, cotinge
and corn erib, comes sounds of revelry
and  lavghler—of poor  instraments.
more poorly played, gradually dropping
off till slamiber and silence reugna over
all.

THE AUSPICIOUS BIXTEENTIL

King’s weather ushered in the nrorn-
ling of the auspirious sixteenth. Every-
where busy hands preparing heaped-up
basketa of kumaras and rvewi, Beef
ard pork exhaling an appetising steami-
hess, Some mystie wnmusical horn-
tonis are apparently understamded of
the busy workers, The kai is soon
dithied up, and a minging, dancing pro=-
ression comer wending up to the great
dining shed.  Everything apparenily
vhnotio—in reality working with periect
unison. .

Then clarion lungs thunder forth 1!19
sipmuons to kai “Ngapuhi,” *Te
Arawa ™ “Hokianga”—and so on
through the long list of tribal visitors,

© Each summons replied to by an orderly

procession, who take their seats with
admirable qujetude, and for quite "a
while nothing i heard but the clatter
of atensile. or the oft-repeatest ery,
*Waiter! Waiter! ¥ It is ao ap-
parently healihily hungry assemblage,
prepared to be pleased and do fullest

Justice to the lavish hospilalily of tlnpzr :

Urewera hosts.
. THE WARRIORS API.’}:JAR.

Then comes a short
with - eager expectancy.
ten " His KExcellency .takes hia place in
front of the runanga heuse, -
the marae n bond uf semi-naked warri-
ors siealthily ereeps with realistieally
feigned circumspeciness, endeavouring
apparently to pousce upenan imaginary
enemy unawnres, Swifter and more
ewiftly they crawl a
and nearer, till  with a sudden whirl-
wind rush they swuop upon their chal-
lengers, voice. tongue, eyes. gestures
wil breathing definnce, contempt, scorn,
Lhatred! . Imlomitable elder warriors
spur and enthuse to stil! greajer feats
of agility wnd  valour, each tense
muscle quiveriog, tiving over again by-
wane times, when their efforts had n
more #inister inwavdness than the en-
tertaizument of a Uoverner! Not for
Jong epuld this high pressure last, and
the serried ranks srmk Jn o pietnresque
and perspiring group in frent of His
Lixcellensy. Then through ihe deep
cirvle of speetators breaks a long file
of daintily-dressed Maori  girls, their
bright and wholly unrconseious youth-
fulntess throwm inle sirongest velief by
the immediate background of grizzted
warriors. Whal a splendid bit of fine
stagecraft the ecomtrast made?!’ With
titem comes ke musician, A prelimin-
ary crash of notes brings an answering
bow from the stroight line of dancers,
who immediately plunge into a dainty
mensure,

Loi-bolls are =oon whirring with light-
ning vagidity, anon beating time with a
1at? tat?! tat!!!  Every muscle, lbub,
feature Leeping ti time!l timel!!
with an eerie regularity. It is the acine
uf perfect unanimity, beepeaking o
highiy-sirung kense of rythm and time,
a sensitive appreciation of delicate mo-
tion anld graceful poke.

Roll the years back awhile. Buobsti-
iute fang for poi-Lalls, and one can al-
most  jmagine themsrlves  once mote
neath the gleaming wmaples of Kyoto!

THE KORERO.

Haeremni! Haeremai!!
Thus begine ihe korero. Speaker after
speaker o cloquent nmever-lalting
periods bearing bt one tale—Welcome?
Welrome!!  Welcome!!! Protestationa
of affectionate regard, unswerving loyal-
1¥; regreiful references to his Excel-
lency's departure; messagen to King and
Quesn; aroha to the Countess of Ramn-
furly; all ending as they hegan, Haere-
muil Haeremail! Haeremailll

respite, flled

Haeremai!f!

3, White-hnired Kaumatsu rise here and

. kaks, ‘kereru.
., virgin soil filled with teeming possibili- .
lics,’ To ibe mere photograpler bound °
by the limitations and rigidity of his -
Minor
Each
hour .of the livelong day brings Lefore .
. the interested observer laets ethnologi-

suggesting a glorious

Ponciually at

Across ;

* cal, racial, tribal,
. field for patient,

ong, coming .pearer -

there in the apsembled circle and in”
quavering tones" take up the universal
keynote'of Haerem Breaking into
waiata of ‘welcome and Jarewell, ftfully
edging closer and eloser to- their Auguet
guest, at whose fees-they lny their gifts
of karowafi,.patu, pin-piu, or what not.

An emphotic hoil hoi! from {he mar-
rhals commands silence as His Excel-
lency rises to vespoiid.  In pregnant sen.
tenves he bespenks unswerving loyaliy
10 the Throne and trovernment; gives*
kindly advice and eounsel; begs Lheir-
acrigus attention to matters of sanita- -
tion, education, lohd eulture and thrifts
Untoten, with evident- approval on every
hand, the okl Urewera proverh, “Kotuku
iau unga tahi;” . apeaks Wwith evident
feeliug of the warmih of their welcome,
rid With still greater emotion of hia
approsching departure.

Kuapait Kapai!! Kapai!!! Kia orat
Kin ora!l Kia ora!!! A perfect fusi-
!ade of gratification and pleusure greets
his Excellency’s down sitting.

An almost imperceptible thrill of an-
ticipatory expecintion runs round the
nnditors as the Mon. the Native Minister
riges, .

His eloquent pericds come rolling
out with the freedom and fluency of &
Lorn and praciised orator. Gifted with
cunning turna of phrase, graesd with
classic allusion; brightened by lively
wit, unpalatable iruths cunningly con-
cealed in proverbial philosophy, or ren-
dered more digeut:ble by a coaling of
humour.,

T A QUAINT PHCTURE.

Looking round the assembly the eye
is - dazzled Ly glaring ocolours, Oriental
in thefr, dariog vividness, yet unex-
peetedly karmonicus en masse, -

Drillinnt reds predominate;
oranges and yellow; pinks light and
dark: blues from lightest sky to darkest
peacock ;- greens of jasmin, grass and

. olive; taken individually shock the eye

with their loud brilliance. Korowai with
beautiTully wronght tanike of coloured
Haxes; sombre kahokiwi,
‘To the artist, a glowing

materials, a despairful spectacle!”
incidents nbound on every hand.

nkilled, above all sym-
pathetic observation-and investigation,

Friends long sundered meet with the .

universal hongi; mutual griefs’ beget a
mutual tangi., What a haunting weird-
ness quivers - through ita inexprescibie
sadness! How those minor cadenees re-
curring and repesting cling to one’s me-
mory, piercing our pakelw reserve amnid
appealing to our sense of loss and be-
rveaverneut,

Mere o merry group squ.'\ta amidst the

Rugar cane, Lhe\uug its saccharige sucen- -

leacy; there, a laughing-eyed tamaili-
tane squatted in a melon patel, his face
and head momentariiy lost to view as he
worties through a ripe specimen; further
on groups of women busily scraping
rewi or preparing ovens, with mueh tuent
jnterchange of evidently amusing {iit-
bits, seandal. eritieism, witticism. livery-
where and always s bappy-go-lucky, en-
joy-life-while-you-can_ feeling s in ihe
atinosplicre, catchingly . infectiouns.
“We're happy. be you likewise.,” OCver
theve a swarth alien hawker drives o
rearing Lusiness, cheap slops, brummma.
gem jewellery, - kuick-knacks, all dis
posrd of at prices whichk must greatly
gratify the wendor, DBehind the big
corn erib m surreptitious poi practice inm
going on, preparatory te to-morrow’a
competition.  Further on the under-
ground ruas are being possessed hy late
arrivals, who find tliemselves bedless,
shelierless. Now it is a group inteutly

glaring

gleaming tui,

. tered about sixly strong and

]nngmg on an elder’a riods—} d,
hintory, foTE-1ois, b-tﬂo,I:r a btﬂggﬁ?ch
recalling the ol waiatn, somketiidrs hqn-g
tatingly feeble from unfamikarity, mord
often full and streng.” Is it mere Yma,
ination, or is thers actually soma -nhtfo
kinship, ecommon origin? Else ‘why do-
ihese Maori songs eo Invariably reeald .
the old Doimio songs as we heard them
yeéars ago by the Inlend Seat .

The day is too full of incident- to ex-
lustiv elr chronicle, but in bidding fare-
well-1p, Ruatoki we-feel. mate in ‘echoing -
both hia Exeelleney’s -feelings and our
own with & leng-drawn and fervent .

i E NOMO, _°
mnd faner supplies one long burst from
our ml-res(mg hoets:
HAERE-RA! HAERE-RA\}

NGAhUAW’KHIAiiEPATTA ‘

Once o year the picturesque v:llage of
I\gnrun\mlnn at the meeting of tho
watern of the Waikato and Waipa Riv-
ers, throws off ita gorb of peaceful pro-
rperity to assuie gala attive and to wel-
come seane thourands of visitere who jo-
vade the river banks ostensibly to view .
the regatta.,  Ustenaibly bzcause thrae
or. four thovsand people who patrelled '
the river reserves on March-17 paid prae- .
ticaly noattentivn to theagunatic evenls, -
But the visitors spent a pleasant day,
nevertheless, the day being perfect I'or An .
outing, a uuol breeze tempering ibe au-
tumn héat, while the pretty little \n]h,ge,
with its tree-shaded promenades,; formed
An ideal spot for & day's heliday., Visi-
tors were present from”all parts of the
Waikato, while two erowded traibloads
went up from Auckland, the ragatta .
being the most suecessful yet- held. 'Tha
zcene through the afternoon was a var-
jed and animeted one, the bright colours _
of the Maoria adding greatly to the ati-
tractiveness of ihe picture. The cheap- -
jack plied a busy trade through Lhe day,
while wll sorts of side-shows, merry.go- -
rounds, shogting galleries, Aunt. 8allies,
and skittle sllies tempted the guileless
native and the conntryman io pnl‘t with .
hig ml\er |

. ST. PATRICK’S DAY,

LR : e

. SPORTS IN THE DOMAIN.

Favoured by fine weather, t?he, Trisly
section of the community held their .
annual sports gathering in the Domain .
eritket ground on March 17, in eommem- +

" orationof the annizersary ofSt.Patrick,
. 1he patron saint of Ireland. Early in the
: morning the children were astir, busy in

their preparntions for their annual.out-
ing. 'The Roman Catholic eity ehurchea
were thronged with - worshippers be-
decked in green. About half-past nine
the genernl rendezvous at Bt Patrick’s
Cathedral was erowded with children,
and iWe footpaths in the vicinity with
onlookers, The children's faces wore ex-
pressions of contentment and - expect-
ancy. )t is doubtful if any more enjoyed
Lhe” pitnation than the little boys fromy
Lake Takapuna Orphanage. " They' mus-
received
great attention from the by-standers.
The - Hibernians were preeent in fair
nunbers. When the whole processiom .
formed up into marching order it pre-
wented a very pretty sight. The Rt
Patrick’s children and the orpnans Lad
been joined by the chiidren from the
Sacred Henrl Church, Ponsonby, the or- .
phans from the girle" home and the
pupils of the Marist Rrothers’ Hacred
Heart College. looking down the yows
of merry faces it was at once npparent
that there were considerably more chil-
dren present than st the last annual
guthering, and when the divisions frem
Kt, Benedict's, Newton, and Et. Johns

£1 500 WON IN PRIZES,

Besides numerous Cups, Trophles, and Medals, in New
Zealand during the last 18 months by shooters uslng tho

Colonial Ammunition Co.’s

SHO’I" GUN CARTRIDGES,

and

PATENT CONCAVE \VADD]NQ.

'.I\M who wish to come ont om lop st n Matches uhg d use the panys Osrtridgen,
w»rhiich can be procured from sll Gunmakers, Ironmongers, or Storskeapars In Lhe Colony.
At Jenat 7& per cent. of ko & u winoers wero friog (rom \hl 30 yards mark, whils many wire
firin lh- 2 -nd 53 yards m + e allod for a
mmou un BARBO! [ l!l acon!
auxs’ ur?‘uin BY THE COMPANY BAY P A0 vmﬁm PaZES



