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wad culcatated ta make workmen dig-
sutislied and to ex-ite clans haired. .“Up
to th: prevent miement,” says Mr. Ra-
leigh, * Mr, Ehirley bas not altered hig
play.  FProbably he will not do so; bae
will prefer not to waste his time and
preserve his self-respect.”  Mr, Raleigh
ks that the ubsurdity of the situation
- Le reulised untiil the Lord Cham-
berluin prubilita “Humlet* on the
ground that it is a condonation of sui-
wide wnd an incitement to disloyalty.”

Mr. Herbert Flenmming. chatiing with
ilia Lauuceston * Examiner,” says:-—
“I'he day after ihc contract with Mr.
Spurr (who is coming to New Zealand
wlrortly} bad been signed [ met an Aus-
tralian comuaereial traveller in Bloem-
fontein in e market squeare, and told
him of my new venture. He asked me
when and where we should open, and
I repliedl that I was cabling to Mel-
bourne to esccure the Athenaewn Halt
Tur Derby night, Octo 30. He then
said: *If you succeed, old fellow, book
e three seats munbered 17, 18, 19,
row L' [ laughed, snd, like the maid
in the song, promised. We opened in
Meibourne on Derby nigit, and ten min-
utes before the comomencement of the
enlerlaiument, the commercial, with
iwo fricudr, came to Lhe hull and claim-
€l his seaty, which I may eny had been
reacrved for him. That, I think, i8 u
record in lLooking—7000 miles away
from where the performance was 1o
take place.’”

It would appear that “The Flood Tide,”
which is baving an enormous suceess in

. mnger,
. But_two are

Mcelbourne. is an attempt to follow “The -

Admirable Crichton” lines with regard
1o melodeama. A wriler in the Austral-
wsian raya: “Mr. Cecil Raleigh, when he
wrole “The Floed Tide,” knew what he
waa abaut; he siyled it a “melofaree.”
‘this barbarism exactly fits a picee that
ja relieved with spusms of melodrama,
and which the avithor wrote with his
tongue in his chieek. At one point after
another the audienee is led to expect
drama of the most poignant description,
only to discover a moment later that
ihe reai purpose of the avtilor is to pro-
voke laughter. nat draw & tea. In
faet. NMr. Ruleigh has appeared in the
light of a parodist of hix former self:
andl, on (hat account. is not to be taken
seriously. There is not an honest char-
acter in the play; eveu the hero, a rank-
er and V.C, in misned up in the shady
traweaction of “selling & race” with his
old futher. apparenily tlhe finest type
of rusfie virlue, but realty a thief and a
fovrger.”

The following “paiter™ concerning “The

Flood Tike” is so amusing (and so
smart) thut noe excusa is needed for
quating it “in eatenno.” It is, of course,

from the “Bulletin”—mno other paper in
1lie colunies awns a critic whe drops into
verse occasionally:

THRE FLOOD THME.
The wundroos taie of Thompson we WHI
noivringly sing—
Denuy Thogpson  kuown Lo
1mity Dimmuond King
The atory hag & weral which Is very ol
amd teugh:

If fthe westd lelieves pou wealthiF it will
furhinh yon with stu

I xou'ye nnt ot ’]'Ilmnpnﬂn & Ti-hes--
Lis nnwe i gond enouy

CLINl gs the

well,

There's 2 steamer lmund for Lopdop, frem
the Valparaiso port
The pamnuu are mo-tly ot the sllent,

Iudy-splelm nrlmnn and

Dmughter pair,

Who tulk amit dresm of Thompion, the
er¢enirle milllonalre,

Kaor. & wecret, worth the kerping, fn fheir
mental apte 18 stored —

The fact that Deuuy TUhompsen, King of
Liamonds. s abuard

Now bLe travels an M Naoghten,
ronnms the goarter-eck

In a chronic state of uqunr, with bis boots
mlung ronnd his nee

Uutll he eady the -.-uupl.er of hls shockiug
Jamboree

By fumping of the veesel! when she's
IHougbing throagh the sea,

“Lenl belp hiw!™ knys lht capm!n— *h
call gl no Al from me,”

and he

Thes the younger lady-spicler, with her

mother ut ber nide,

Apsliiues the rApk aud su:lem of the Din-

wond Movarch's Lrlds
Belleving dtin A dead
their Lellef,
And speak of poor M- Naughtun 88 tlre fool
who cawe to grief,
The puir of cote prq-tendorl staie that
Tiompaon's coming soo
To thelr swell hotel ne Hrlghton to com-
Dirte lis howeymoown;
They revel In expenses, Lat the landlord
an't kick;
They vrder govorpn and jewels, horsem, car-
- ligg?sfon tick—
Leudiug, siould  thetr creditors™ w
tublons and shy, o
To gl:‘t:lthu up the puuder and pelitels do g
¥,

uu they disaemble

It bappens t&ot a stewardess, to save her
d from shame,

Courelves another seheme

reainy Thompeon's ime,
Bhe knows rhat ull his buu,:\ge bas been

seut to the hotel,
Angd thiloks ber own loung Men might pees

for Thompron very well,
\«\L\‘lmt elie plays sa~retary azd provides

€ Cewmoen kense,

He' lI need for ralsing money by thle fruudu-
o lent yrnleuree -

Young mac , and P

Brighton right EE::AV @ Foliy, B to
Auddll‘iml:l the ludy Bpiclers are alrepdy on
And en(‘h p'lh- knowa the o

blggrst frawd tu life, ® oiher for tho
But sllebee eaMs thein better than an
e iuéerue‘( Laie st.lr’lfe

Wikt & hopus Denny Th
bogus dariing wile, Y GmEsen and his

of workiog

0! the jov r-f getting credi for whatever

i yon e 1
+1 Fon Lel-m o walk
your feet are in the n??"eether' though

The tdics—ileaven bless ‘emi—sirtke a
HeLrew for i Joom,

Aod the masenllne lmpostor makes ten
thousand on his omn

By sigaing un agrecment re the flosting of
Lis mine,

And their Be luys n recchorse, This ia
Polly's pet design;

For her father owns a gee-gee who I8 en-
tercd for a ruce,

And can win It (if he leses it means ruln
AW drgrace’y

Drovided "Thempron's” purehage an't fg-
gl for £he sinke.

Bo ““Thempeol,' quite uncopsclong of the
visk he hus o {ake,

Agreed to strateh the favourite for Polly's
falher's sake,

And ihie angry mab aseanlis hios till hig in-
wost feeilngs ache.

In the meantlme Thompsen (proper) re-

appears upen the scene,

He wpa fished frem out the evean ere th@
witer washed him elesn:

INs togs arve torn and loitered; ibere mre
Eayeccds in the hatr

Of that  howcless,  cashless,

drunken, dodty wmillinnalre

When he eon to Pally's father for ns-

i plizht.

 “the Fine'g retven = awkward, no,
to keep him ont of sight,

Thev bl him reek geciusion by the pence-
ful ¥nelish lakes,

With Lis hootd npon hiz ghoilders, Just to

. koep ‘em fiee frogo #uukes,

There a villrin tries to drewn him {tla the

#pleler mother's plan);

Iriendleas,
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Bot this purchaged lupendn i a dlsap-
pelatiug man,

For hin night sttack o8 Thompewn proves
the willigat of tries; -

Hiwself o Jeft to perish when the Flood
‘Fide watern rise,

And the other scLhemers moatly ‘et re=
warded for their Liea

When 'l‘bnnm’- oine W flonled for a mil-
Ppouudy of wmore,
Whioh B five times what the propert: -]
wal

rth.
He offcra half the moucy t¢ the fraudo-

lent vendor
Ang r:(-kunu him his dearest friend om
enrih,

‘Thus the win of wlly Polly makes the for-
tune of her boy,
Apd puts her father

course;
For the old man's bltter sortow Wad con-
verted into joy

nll;:lghl again, of

The dny they Irorle! thelr swindle with

the ’orse.
Nor does the splefer dnughter erer sun'er
Iroan regreis;

fhe lunvcs ber wicked mother in¢ the
Inrch—a
And the eranky King from Chill duiy

Nquidstes bher deutw

When wbe’'n booked aa Mrs Thompson by
the church.

Alas! poor, wlcked mothert Of her daugh-
ter now bel

Her ;vorm svcmn dark snd desolate and
celd; -

The othier frauds are hoppy, ale's the only

one that's left
To explute the gin—of growing eld.

AN INTERVIEW WITH MR J._C.
WILLIAMSON.

“Australing arfists in London?”’ wsaid

Mr. J. {. Willianmson, while gpeak-
ing to amn “Auckland Btar® inter-
viewer, “1 dun't think they IJmprove

their positions wmuch by going te Lon-
édon as & general rule. 1t ia an over-
pupplied markei, end a man’s lock as
well as ability has to be exceedingly
great for kim to get a foothold. L
don’t want Lo diseournge anyone, and
there ig no doubt a trip Home™ helps an
artist—it reduces his \am'ty a good deal
—put mo artist should go [lvme unless
he has the best of reasong fur confidence
in himself, I found a grozt masy Aus-
tralians there, and moet of them would
have been only toe glad of ary chance
to get back to the colenics. For one
thing, ihe seasons at Home and there-
fora the employment are shorter than
bere, and the actors don’t have &b good
a fime as here,

“T went to England for a four menths’
rest,” he said,and added with a laungh,
“but I've been going fike a machine the
whole time! Fortuuately, the steamer
voyage did me good. 1 mpent every day
sad night of my time leoking at mew
plays in England and America. I secus-
el the Australien right for five years of
2]l Cleurge Edwardes' plays, and have
cbtained the right for Pinero’s plays,
past and present. 1 aged o new comedy
company at Home, which I hope to put in
the plare 50 long held by the Broogks.
While they were in existence here 1
didw't inlerfere, but now they have de-
purted Pue got a nica compuny together
whith will play ‘The Marriage of
Kitfy,! and other comedies of a like
standiag. 1t will be like most of my
other comparics. I sm stilk of opinion
thet the Australian people are the best-
catered for in the world. The material
they have is picked from the best mar-
kets of the world, and 2 for my own
companies, ihey are probably not =lle
to do in any one work betier than those
selected for the London theatrea, but
they bave & bigger vange than any

similar eompany at Hogme. -
"I'hingn theairical ie Rnglamd and
America,” went on My Williamaon, mus-
ingly, “have mut beem tdo good during
the lust scanon, and Apwrica has been
particulerly bad, the iatter part of the
senson being very dispsirous,  When I
was thers three yeara ago they were
talking m millipns -new they era con-
tent to mention much smsller suma, The
big firms and in paticular the big gyn-
dicate in  Awmerics, have been  very
bheary loecrs. Presu-ning they get over
tha fuilure, you will see “wlat huge eapi-
tal they have! Bui it s o aign of the
times; nobody ercaped!® o
Talking of hix own enmpanies, My
AWilkiamson said that Le wornld be in the
thick of his work as soon as he landed
in Australia—had inared begun here.
He has many irons in the fire, and they
take n good deal of management. He
seea rehearsale of hia new comedy eom-
pany in “The Marriags of Kitty” and
Beerbohm Tree’s Corpany in “The Darl-
ing of the Gods.” The former opepy in
Adelaide on Batirdey week, the latter
in Melbourne on the sarme date, ap also
the Hastings Cimpany o Sydney. “The
Cormie Opera Co. epens in Dunedin on
Monday week. Tt inclndes eome of the
meost expensive peeple in the musical
way, and the bigpent attracliion in
Australis just now—""The Country Girl,”
which hag broken the *Ferndora®™ resord
for run in Melbgurne. The company,
fhya other succesalul piecea while on
our, and will stage Allred Hill’s long-
deterred epera, “Tapu,” with 211 the
accesseries. .
“If the Mew Zealand public suppert
me jn the generous -way it hes done for
some time past, 1 shall ecotinue to
send all my beat artists over here, pro-
vided the expenses den't ‘swamp’ rae,”
he said. “It's a heavy speculation to
run & ghow through New Zaaland!™
Mr Williamson said he had eogaged
one of the big Frehmarn compapies of
America to play a seazon of mmusical
comedy in Awatralia. it has zlse play-
ed for George Edwardes in England, and
includes George Huntley, “the finest ec-

" centric comedian of the present day, snd

the legitimate suecessor of Fred Leaslie,”
1t passes through here om the Veniura
in six weeke’ time.
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