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Echoes of the ..-Week.

“Hia-Ora te Kawana I*

The more one hears of Lord Ranfurly
the more ane feela that his successor has
a moast difticult task before him in fill-
ing the role of Governor of this colony.
His lutest visit ta those out of the way
places which he delights in ferreting out
was to Ruatoki, in the Urewers coun-
try, and some of those who were for-
tunate cnough to bie present at the great
gathering which the matives wmade in
honour of the visit tell me 1Tia Excel-
Irncy created a  splendid  impression
among the Maoris, and came away leav-
ing behind him o memory which will al-
ways be kept green by tle dusky people
who dwelt amid the mountpin fastnesses
af the Urewera—"The ¢hildren of the
Mist," aa they are poctically called in
the Maori tongne. And before every-
thing a man whoe wouwld gain the conft-
dence aml esteem of these children of
nalure must be genuine and sincere. The
Mauori ia even guicker than his pakeha
brather in picking mere politieal clap-
trap from the sincere utlerances of a
man who has come to talk to them
stravight about their grievances—*as
man to man,” {o use a favourite exprea-
miom of Kipling. And T have often lis-
tened with ill supprc.@sed amusement 0t
big native “huis” or weetinga, to the
remarks which are drawn hy the long-
windled oratorical feats of a certain New
Zealand statesman vwho shall be name-
hie Governor knows
of their language,
but his synpathy with them is great,
and deals will them in such a fram',
marly. and steaight{orward war the! he
z\ppmh tn  that  commen humcnity
which is the sane whether it % found
in & blads, white, brown. or yeilow case,
If you find the netive race rcgnr‘ & man
as ”'P\,’ de Lord Ranfuely, you enn rest
apsured that there is something in him
te admive. Wlen he leaves cur shores,
il the honr of parting draws near, not
the keast sipcore farewell and kesn re-
gret will Le expressed in the Lrown
man's “Kin-ora te Kawang!”

. .k * +
Then and Now.

Tulking abowt Luatoki reminds one
what o very youny culouy we are after
eil. True, we are lurge for ocur age,
but we are still very juverile, and it
}s only when seme of the namrs which
ge to make up anr short but interesding
kistory catich the eye, lhat we zre re-
minded af aur youwthfulness. Why ik
in only a matter of three decades since
the Uremera waa Lhe (heatre of the
chase of one of the most coil-blooded
seoundrels that ¢ver cscaped the hang-
man—Te Kooli-——and the prople lived

in this Tugred, mauhtdin-stceewn
couniry  provided the butcher with
the following of famnatics  who
enahled  him  to  defy  the white

man’s fiovernment -0 long and so disas-
irously. ‘Fiey were a stubhorn people
these “children of the miet® and it in
not Fo lone sinee they sullisiently overs
eame their aversinn to theodolites and
the other impedimenta af 1he pakeha
surveyor, 10 alluw  thexe pioneers of
eivilisation  to travel through their
rountry without the ail of a posae of
r.l‘uu or 8 squad of the Permancnt
Foree. It seems inherent Im hill-dwel-
lera to have a love for their aoil which
enn never be quite understood by the
prosaic peaple wha live down on the
plainy, and the Urewera tribe po<sess
this Lrait in 8 moat murked degree.
Neaw, of cnurke, all their opposilion {o
tle tread of the white man hax vanish-
el like tha mi-ts wlose children they
are, and & white man s safe to travel
from Whakatane to6 Te Vairca, or
from Rotorus to Turanganni-a-Kiwa.

Of course it is very nice and pleasant
to know this, but it is sad to think that
it s one of thoes pathetic incidents
which mark the march of the conquer-
ing race and the gradual retreat of the
conquered. I know the Maori is mot
ipso facio a conquered rare, as a pake-
ha-Maori friend of mine iz always at
great poins to remind me when we get
on thia subjert, but the effect of con-
tact with the white man is the same
whatever we call them. And we can-
not regard but with feelings of regret
this slow but sure passing away of the
finest coloured race which Britishers
have ever met.

B -'tl * +* L
A Dying Rave.

Censirs statistics motwithstanding, I
feel positive from my own observation
that ihe nutive race has not (as we were
told) iucrcaged, and that it is doomed
in the years {oc come fo fade away and
join Lhe peoples ihat. were. When on
a recent visit 1o Rotorua I was much
shocked to notice the ditference that has
come over the Maoria there-—particn-
Iarly nt Ohinemutu and the neighbouring
village of Qluhina. As long as one can
remember, the Rolorus Maoris mnever
were & porticularly virile branch of the
rree; but the change in, say, the last
decade lLias been very grest. At Wla-
karewarewsa the people seem  belter
housed and more atiention is apparcntiy
paid to sanitzilion than is the case at
the villages [ have mentioned, but even
there one szes room for improvement.
At Oldaewutn and Qtahina disease and
unlealihy mcdes of life have left ileir
stawp, till the remnant is a very poor
spechnen indeed of a noble race. A
walk through the villages is more than
enaugh to explain the causes of Lheir de-
terioiation. Any race but Meeris living
under such condilions would have been
effaced years agn. The Government have
doue & little towards enforcing a hetler
stale of nfinirs, bui there iz ten times
more 1o he done. 1f things are aliowed
te go on as Liey are the native vil:ges
will be places to chun inatead of pisces
of intercst, The Tourist Department is
spen:ling a great deal of money on the
district, and it seems to me a short-
sighted policy not to spare a little for
ihat part of the town which intercsts all
our over-sea visitors. Take for instance
the work that has been done on the
lake edge at ihe boliem of the Sane-
torium grounds. It will no doubt be
very pretiy when completed, but surely
it might have waited n while and the
money belter employed in some urgent-
ly-necded deainage and other maticrs of
sanitation in the native villages at tha
other end of the town, Lose the Maori
element and Rotorua wilt never be quite
the pamie. The nautives capnot in human
puseibiiity live many more years in
their present surroundings, and as they
won't do anything to lelp themsclves—
becnise of theic ignorance—the Govern~
ment should surely step in. It is a fact
that Ir. Pomare has done much to im-
prove the vondition of the kaingas, hub
still mnre should be done, and the Go-
vernment, through  the Yourist bepart-
menl, should do it.

o < -4 o o
In Pralse of Pageaniry.

Several New Zealand papers one no-
tices, gave pictures last week of the
opening of {he Tmperlal Parliament by
tie King and Queen, and as editors
uaually give the public what their judg-
ment tells them it dikes, onz may argue
that most of nx oot bere are as fond
1 pomp snd pageantry as are the gool
folk “at Home" ouly we have to get
ourn second-hand by {lTwstrated papers
and deseriptive articles by the varlous

"an hereditary o

London c¢orrespondents. The enormous
and enthuslantic crowds which turned
out in torrents of rain Lo witnens King
Edward sad his Queen journeying to
Westminster persomally to address hia
noble lordy and “faithful commons,”
naturally provoked ¢omment from ,the
press, and the valne of such State pro-
wesaions, and thcir share im increasing
the enormous pupnlarity of the King,
and in still further <olidifying the love
of & monarchical form of government,
are forcibly pointed sut in more than
one journal Tt is, after all, ns some

" would assert, vo mere childish love of

the tinsel and gold and the clash of
music and the jJingle of arms which
makes us as a people love pagenntry.
These things please and please legiti-
malely, but i that were all we so far
off should not share the satisfaction or
feel the interest which we so certainly
do. “The Inst of the eye” cannot be
gmnt‘ed over 13,000 miles of sea.
No. it is something deeper which makes
pagesniry dear even to those whe
scarcely ean realise the spectacle. We
kave the pride of razce more sirongly
than any mation! ®o strongly that it
has oconsionally made us blunder into
bad taste, but part of our pride of race
is in our hereditary monarchy. We
love sovereignty, and we love io see the
Bovereign bear himself as a Bovereign.
Will it be denied that the somewhat
small stature and insignificant gemeral

. bearing of thr,n present Pﬁncg of “?nlea.

when he visited usz as the Puke of Corn-
wall and York, bad o somewhnt chill ef-
fort on more than one oceasion, and
that it was the one biiter disappeint-
ment and grave mistake of the tour
that ilis Royal Highness should have
appsared at the ever memorahle Maori
gathering a$ Roterna in a sac touring
suté, which exaggerated the slightness
of his physical prupnrtions. and seemed

" to accentnate ihe timidity of his gen-

eral bearing. We like a King, and we
tke a kingly bearing. and for the same
resson and Lowevar we may chaff an oe-
cesion, we are gled of Lhe exislence of
toeraey in England,
thovgh we should keenly resent any at-
tempt te buill one up out here. We
read with real pleasnre, and wilk pride,
too, of a . great Duke who entertains
Lis Soversign with Royal magnificance
just as his forefatliers in divect ima did
their King o 33 of years before.
We feel that thia is as it should be,
and remote as wa are from such per-
sons and such seener, we get a reflected
glory therefrom and delight to know
this is our race. and thcse aTe onr
people.  The vizsit of the Imperial
troopa aer»ed o smnll  objeet, axd
ereated no smsll effaet here in the col-
oniea. The & :d proeession of those
gliitering troops up cur sireets remind-
ed va of the might and plory of the
impire, and made us doubly keen to
keep her proud and supreme in her place
amongst the nations of the world. It
would be wel! worth the expendilure if
great gemerals or others of the Royal
Family were to vieit us with dne pomp
and  ecireumstance  oceasiopally. A
tour by the Duke of Connaught could

not but have the happiest and mesh
valuable resulta, He fa fndeed » primee
1y fgure and every inch s Royalty umd
a great personage, Moreover, he has
with his martial bearing and handsoms
parsonality & charm of manner, & eor-
dinlity and an obviona enjoyment of life
and pride in his eountry and position
which were certainly mot obvious im
certain other visitors we bhave had - -

N L *
The Vies of Taking Notes. -,

"

Under some such hending as the above
T came the other day acroma a very fieron ®
and designedly overdone philippic on this
subjeat, Note-taking im all its branches,
the writer smote both hip and thigh, and
declared the praetice was reducing the
race to a set of mental eripples, unable
io remember anything withont the aid of
the orutches of the mote-book. This ia,
of course, an exaggerated absurdity, but
it certainly contains a grain of truth,
and that grain is perhaps worlh eonsider<
ing at » time when many think it deair-
eble to make the stuldy of shorthand unis
versal in our pubhc sehools. Thei therk-
hand is valuable only s foaol would »aes
tion, but that it brings in ila troiu Jdis-
nbilities and disqualid
tain, Tt im, in short, 5
stenography to exesss. Dade any
other originally good ¥y by uveruse,
To make a young man r: roitent nn the
practice of taking uoted {bat Lo caunut
remember even the shotiest weasage
without the aid of Mr. Viimen, is not an
agreenble spectacle, yet it i» one which
one chserves every day. At lectnres, too,
one cannot but facl 1at the students who
bury tiremreicos in o note-bonks, and
make themselves wisre riote taking yoa-
chines, are dejeating tae real ohjccts of
the higher edueation taey ave supprctd to
be ucquiring.  Certainly they are mop
enjoving to the fall their advantn.gd, and
are merely pr 1E‘mrmg for a process of af-
ter-cram, which is, of course, es diatinct
from knowledge as the proverbial chalk
and cheese. Thongh there are assuredly
many shorthand reporters, who are alsg
good descriptive writers, yeb it cannot be
ynestioned that the enarmous increase in
uescriptive w‘nt‘ng, and ' the general
brightening and improving of hoth Eng-
lish and colonial journels, dates from tha
time—not so long ago--when shorthand
na an essential to the entrance of news.
paper life began to Le regarded ag o fal-
lacy amengst the younger editions.
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