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- yen . is milver. eurrency,- and
-.with the price of ailver.
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Tha Japaness. have set apart 100,000.--
00U yem fur war purpuses. These figures
-weemi stupendous. Hut “the man in the
alreel,” it may be sunpevted, has u very
in AL
thougl Japan has a gold standard, the
Auctuates
Rut, roughly, a

“yen™” equals. 2/; and any given quantity
of yen wust be divided by ten to bring it
into poumds. Al the present rates of sil-
Cwer JOUU00.000 yen equals £10,000.000.
Hut even this is an immense amount in
a country in which the wages of a skilful
artisan are often not more than three yen

a week, The Japancse currenry eystem
in skeeimal. ‘Thus the yen or dollar is di-
videdl into 10 scn or cents, the sen into

ien vin, the rin inte ten o, the mo into
ten s, and the whn, finally, into ten
kotsu.  tiovernment accounts do not take
e of any value pmaller than s rin,
but estimaten by private tradesinen often
sereend to ma and shu, which are inerecli-
My mine fractions of & farthing, No
cuin ¢xist, however, to represent these
MUCrosCopic sunts,

1t is propored to, abolish the existing
eystem of franking letters, parcels, and

telegrarms on  public service in New
Zealand, and in  lieu thereof such
Jetters, pureels, aml  telegrama  are
o be paisl  for by ineans  of

otticial atamps, the cost of which will be
charged to on amount to be appre-
priated. Each department is now being
requestied to furnish n statement giving
the entimated cost of postage for next
financint vear. ealculnted on o postal
rale for letlers of one penny for each
Lialf ounce, and for bonk post maiter
(prinied papers, ete.} of three pence per
pound. and alse the estimated cost  of
telegrams during mnext financial year,
ealeulated on the rate ¢larged to  the
public for ordinary and urgent tele-
Erama.

At last tlrere has enwerged a competont
eritic who has the courage to prick the
‘Polutoy myth, and ¢ tell the plain truth
about that windy sage. Hays Mr. George
Moere, in  “Lippincott's”:  “Tolstey’s
writings may be deseribed ns long-drawn
cul paraduxes, each uglier than the last,
until he reaches the ultimale ngliness—
‘esurrection.’  Thin  book is Tolstoy's
warat book, and it is perhups the ughiest
Bouk ever written. It is without truth
ur beauty; it is written like a scientilic
treatise” . . “A naked mountain
lake rellecting a few birchen trees and
matose, wind-driver clouds is, 1 think, a
irwe picture of Tolstey's mind, a nind
from which all beautiful and rsensuous
images have been banished., His mind
has beeone like n mountain waste, where
mothing  Hourishies  except  itheory—
theorien as harsh as the pines and birches
that grow in the waste—an awfual place,
haunted by many spirits, aml if he were
usked the name of the spirits, he would
answer, “lheir pame s legion”"—
“Lile” .

The Awmerican “Hookman,” it is al-
hgrld hos made a very curious discovery.
H in that & welknown sketch of
Charles Reade, and an estimnte of his
writings, which appearedt in "Once a
Week,” in 1872, was written by Charles
Reade himself! It js an eseay in sclf-
eritivisu.  Charles  Remde  evidently
thought that no one wus so competent
10 provounce ou 1he nierits and defects
«f & novel su its own author. llere is
t'harlen KReade's critivism of his own
work#. e eompares “Remola™ with hin
awn greatest work: “ln ‘The Cloister
and the Hearth’ you have ihe Middle
‘Ages. lung ad broad. The story begins
3n Hollamd, and the quaint Datch fig-
ures live: it goes through Germany, and
Ciermany lives; it picks up a French ar-
Tmletvier. and the medieval Frencli sol-
dier in alive agsin, It goes to Rome,
wnid the Homaw men und wowmen live
wgain. (mmpere with this the narrow
catsvan ol *Homola,’ sl the faint ¢ol-
wurs. The petty politica of medieval
Flurence made to sit up, in the grave,
but not Lo vome out af it, . . . There
i» a deartihi of powerful incidents, though
ke time way full of t]wm, an 'The (lois-
Lter and the Heartd’ is full of them.
There yuu have the broad features of
1hat wsrvellous age, so full of grand
anonalien; ihe fine aris sl the apirit
that fed them—the feantn—the showa—
the donwstic Jife-1be laws—~the rustoms
=—the religion—1ike roadn and their perils
—1be will beants dirputing the eivilined
eontinent with man, mab upperinost by
day, the Leasts by night—1ihe Losteiries

=the robbers—the strange yows—the
sonvents—shipwrecks, wieges, comhu.
escapos—a

. burnd, and the fire lighting up.irees edwd -the
- with snow. "And through ail this a deep

current of true Yove — passionate, yet
pure—ending in & medieval poem; the
buttle of  sacstie religion against our
duty to our meighbour, which wan' the

- great batitle of Lh: Lnne that shook reli-

gione soula.”

1t woa decided ot last week's meet-
ing of the Auckland University Councii
to make representation te the Cab-
inet regording the eatablishment of a
Schon!  of Mines in  Aunckland.  The
subject was raised by 1he Hon. J. A
‘Fele, who referred ' to the Premiers
reply to Sowthern deputations that he
woull have the question laid lhefore
the Cabinet. He thought the Coursil
should follow up the natter, for there
was ‘every possibility. in face of the
impecuniosity of the Otago authnritiex.
ihat the achool would be located in
Auckland.  Sir Maurice TU'Rorke prom-
ised to make the necessary represemta-
lanB to the Cabinet,

iting on the question of animals
ing suicide, a correspondent of
dney Bulletin® says: “L travelled
from Walhalla to Aberfeldy (om n 3ft
track ¢ut round the Gippsiand moun-
taine) with a packer and 13 pack-horscs.
One old horre was in a terrible state af-
ter the hieavy, cold winter, and when we
got to the half-way house he, with the
rest, laid down for a spell, and eouldn’t
pet up again without help. le lagped
much behind during the afternoon, and
had several whip-thrashings {in spite of
wy intercessions), At lnst about sunset
he wlopped short, looked back towards
the dreaded whip, then wheeled suddenly

.aercss the track, and, with s horrible

scream, threw himself over the side of
the ntountuin. We found him at the butt
of a big gum with hardly an unbroken
bone in hia body.
that was the third horse he had seen sui-
eide thus in twe years' packing. I have
scen lorses go out of Walhalla with their
tails almost cut through by cruppers,
holen on their backs stuffed with woal
or hair, and a raw half ecirele in front
of them' from the shoulder-straps; but
the police only see them with their har-
ness ol Ilarmess covers a multitude of
sores.”

In passing out of existence the Lon-
don Sctoul Hoard leaves hehind a re-
cord of -which -any represemtative body
might welt feel proud. Daring the. 54
yemrs of its  existence, though it has
made mwistakes, it has done a mighty
werk. In 1870 there were 574.603 ehil-
dren of school age in London, with only
201.158 places in school for them. To-
day, there nre Jn round numbers 599,000
children of the clementary school class
for whom TRO.G4% arve provided,. while
in & short. titne 1here wiil be provision
for 831842 scholars. There are already
#0 echocls open uwnder the eontrel of
the Doard, 46 more are in course of
erectjon, and eites for 17 others secured.
In addition {o this vast army of child-
yem, the olkd Board will hand over to the
new sulhcrity the eonirvol of 3769 mas-
ters, 783 mistresses, and 3019 pupil
teachers, basides 350 instructors in man-
ual training, 370 insiructresses in ecok-
ery. Jaundry and domestic economy, snd
» vlerical stafl of 827, the whole involw
ing an annual outlay of upwards of
million aterking.

Why ehould a small, lean man pay as
wmueh 1o ride in the train as the bulky
individunl of large girth and weight?
The man of much adipose mnot only
takes up more room, but it eertninly
roats iore in conl to haul him.  Then
why not make him pay by the pound?
‘The innovation wonld be warmly wel-
comed by thin suburbanites in these
days of “six a-side” There questions
have been asked since the beginning of
railway development. The unfairness
of making the lean man pay ae much
as the fat man is veadily conceded. but
railway companies have been .alow in
evineing & willingness 10 correet the in-
equality.  Hut at last we have & rai
way manager who is willing to put his
beliefs into practice, and to sel the puee
for the timorous ones who adhere to
the old practice of hauling sheep and
catile by the pound and buman beings
by the pisce, - The president of Lhe new
Pueblo asd Beulsh- Valkey Electric Rail-
way, in Uclorade, sunneunces ibat when

The packer told me .

the rond is eompleted eagh persom will
be requited 1. 8tgp on-an automatic re-

. robbers A alamghttﬂquu W gmhrmg weale At he theket- otljees; and

relerk’ wilkcharge Yor tianspariation
at the rate of three farthings a pouml
' The decirion is o hopeful augnry of the

* good time comitg when there will be a

“levelling-up® of all the inequalities
.and unjust diseriminations from which
.man sitfers, when the man who hans-a
chia beard or mide-whiekers will not pay
s much for & zhave aa the men with a
snooth face, and the man with a No.
;7 foot will not pay am much for shoes
as the man with o Ne, 19 toot, | .

. Mote than once the meaning and -ori-
gin of the often ured word “viking™ has
- been the subject of newspaper corres
pondence.. My, Karl Blind. of the Ho-
ciety fer Nortliern Researclh, writes to
the “Times™ as under: “For many yeam,
ginee the foundation of our Viking Ulab
(Rociety for Northern Research}, 1 have
endcavourcd to make the meaning bet-
ter known, and to have the proper pro-
nunciation (vecking) adopled; but I

regret to say that the crror still genev- -

aly prevails, The simple fact is thie
The “vik-ings” have their nome from
JAhe word “vik,” which means & bay, &
creek, an inlet - from the rea. “Ings”
wignities the gil, the clan, the band of
men.  Vik-ings are bay-mem  They e
in a creek with their ships, untii they
rush out for adventures. Amoag all
Germanie pations, Seandinnvian as well
‘zs, Tentonie; vik, wiek, or wick, some-
times also written wyk, means a bay.
The name is found alse on the (rerman
consts of the Baltic and of the German
Qcean. T will only mention the Tromp-
of Wick, the Swan Wick, and so forth.
Preople, thinking that in the word viking
“king” menns o Royal personage, vaguely.
assime that “vi” has ﬁomeihmg to e
with water, the sea. 1t is very diffienlt
to root eut this cxvor in England; but
writers and poets might at least be ex-
petted to steer clear of so amazing 2
mistake.
no donbt, often aristocratie chieftzing,
but the mass were simplé freemen.”

—_—

Horsley, in his “Remliect,mnﬁ,” thns
describes Huxley, and the: dread his re-
Jectlun of the Christian faith awakened
in him. *No more deveted husband,
father, or friend than Husbey ever lived,
1 believe, but, notwitheianding my ad-
miration for him, I could pever feel
quite at ense in disenssion with him,
dreading always an explaxien upon ques-
tions I hold most dear and vital; but
1 look back with deveut gratitude to the
fact that, tkough we have walked io-
gether over moor and fell for miles aml
miles, and have had days apd nights of
talk, we never once drifted into sub-
jeets upon which we ghould have xe
widety diftercd, and upon whieh I conld
not bave kept rilence when wmy heart
was ‘hot within me.” But I thank God
that the need of fighting for the faith
ihat is in me rever arose, and 1 had
hours of supreme cujovment of his really
splendid talk and facile speeeh in pure
ond eloguent English. He wns the ob-
ject of endless adulation from adula-
tors of both sexes. I remember a seene
at the Athennewn, where, at the oppo-
sitc end of the room in which I was
dining, I saw Muxiey and s party of

Among thé vikings there were, -

Jewinent meienttc men seated al t'ht’il‘
np-n e gnimated mnumtlnnan
"lnt!r-pﬂvd wmith peals of roging Mitgh-
ter, evidently raised - by Huxley’s wit.
Another important scientist camé bast-
ling in, and, failing to find & weat t-the
tnble, alrcady crowded, -he eveniually
squatied down on Lhe earpet a1 Huxlew's
feet, whers he rémained workhipping his
idol, and jeiningimthe general conver-
sation an best be ‘could from his -kowly
position!” o . -

The denth of the nonngenarian Harl
of Devon, which deprives 1he llouse of
Lords of one more of ita fast-diminishing
band of clerierl peers, suggenta n” Peiles
tion on the curious circumstance of an
earl and o deke both takiog their titde
frem the same eounty (says “ M.AP.").
The explanaiion is found in the exiraoy-
tudes of the ~ earldom &f
) has-been exlinet ot least five
times eince ita ereation, and was finally
Jormant {for nearly three - cepturies—-
from 1566 to 1824, During thia long
period of slumber, the caridor and duke-
domt of Devonshire were eonferred on
the UCavendish family. LExactly tile
rame thing happened in the ease of the
title of Statford, which beenme dormant
in 1782, and was recrealed. (as.a mar-
quisate in favour of the Leveson-
Gowers  in 1786. . Some thirly years
tater ihe original barony was !Hs\'(d
the resnlt being that Lhere sre Tow two
Terds Siaflurd, just sa ihive iz bolh
an Far! of Deven and o Duke of Dévon-
phire. (‘urious as it i that the Duke
of Devonshire: shonld devive bis fitle
from a covnty with which meither he
ner his ancestors Lave ever kad the ie-
nwotest connection, he-.is far from sia-
gular in this respect among lhis brother-
peers, . Taking the dukea of Englaml
alone, o full bhalt of them——it i3 suffi-
cient to mention Manchester, Richwond,
Newcastle, Marlborough, snd Fifle—have
no connection at all, either territerial
ar residential, with the place titulamly
associated with them.  More singular
still, there are Beottish peers, even .re-
presentative peers for Scotland in Par-
}ament—{for example, Viseount- Falk-
land—who are of purely English descent,
and own aci a single aere north of the
‘Fweed: white ihere are Irish peers, puch
as Viscount Valentin, quite unconneet-
« with lreland, and sitting in the House
of Commons for English canstituencies.
The aged peer jual.deceased, though well
cver minety, was not, as has been sail,
the oldest member of the Upper House,
for Lovd Gwydyr is Lis senior by nearly
a year ahd A-half. Lord Devon did not
succeed to the family honours until he
wns past eighty, andt he continued to
live &t the rectory of Ponderham, hard
Ly bhis ancestral cadtle, and to discharge
the duties of parish priest with the. wn-
pretending zeal which had always eha-
ygcterised hims The ecastle, with ils
leng stately front, six towers, and park
adotied with oak woods growing down
to 1he very edge of Lhe estuary of the
¥xe, has Leen let for many years. The
vent-roll of the earldom, once & verw
large one, had been greatly reduced, and
a considerable portion of the extensive
ecstates sold, at different periods, to 1he

late My, W. H, Smith. Lord Devon's
grandson succecds Lhim am  {ourteenih
earl; N .
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