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“Sorry, Squire,” interrupted Dixon,
“but ye're just a tritle late!”

“Late? What do you mean?’ gasped
the Xquire.

“Farm's sold this mornin’, sir.”

“Hut,” stuttered Grabbem, *you oifer-
ed it to me!”

“Sartainly!™  admitted Dixon. 1
made ye a sartain offer at o sartaio
time for a sartain price, but ye didn't
ctose for sartuin. Now this mornin |
has a sartain offer 8t a sartain bizger
price—an’ 1 sartainly closed!™

For some seconds Squire Grabbem
could scarcely Dbelieve lis ears. The
faurm purchased under his very nose!

“I—1 can’t believe it!™ he stummered.
“Who's the buyer?”

“Ibbotson.”

“What lbbotson

“Don’t know, an’ don’t care!" returncd
Dixon cheerfully. “Pickle and Potiim,
actin’ for a party o' the name o’ Tbboi-
son, bought the farm this momio’.
SBhouldn’t wonder, now, if they're off
to mneighbour Dyke's >

That was quite enough for the squire.
Wheeling his cob round lie put him at
a low fence, nnd tore off across eaunlry
in the dircetion of Dyke’s farm.

Ar he drew rtein at the door of o
farne-honse he failed to netice a low Lug-
ay just turning out of the sandy e
in tie high road.

“Your tnem!* panted Jasper, when Mr,
Tiyke apprared in the deorwny, I buy
(145

“Ye won't!” came the decided roply
“Leastwaya not from me. "Taint mine!
Ye'd better see ickle and Patiem, or.
better atill. the real bhuyer, Ebaatson.
[ dor’'t know the gentlewan. bat nu
donbt. Pickle and Pattem’ll -- ™

Squirve Urabhem  waited to hear no
move,  In a blind  Aury he torned bis
cnb’s head and dashed down the sandy
lane.

Out on the hard frosty vawd even he
dul not eheck the speed of his mount.

Instrad of the old farmer's “properiy.
praperly, property,” he heard, “[blintaon,
Lbbotson, Ihhotson.” in the eclatter of
the colra hoofs.

“Iblietson? [hbotson?”  he muitoerwl,
“Whn s this impudent inferlopery”

is avtival home. Squire €
o lim a erow
interloper’s impndenee.

aof the *

in the
form of the following brief note:-

“Rockbitrn School,
Bee. Tth, 10—
Squire Grablem,

8irn—Ts it true that you wish e dis
pose wi your estate?  IF so, any priee
i n will e carefully considersd by
Pickle and  Poetlem, solivitors,
Yours truly,
Marmaduke Ihbatsomn.

When Saquire Geabhem, a veritable vol.
e, vedl ne Rockburn Schiood, il
reqpiteslenl 1o see U hlestsan” he seareely
expeeted foo be confronted by the ehe
ful. =miling eanntfenanes  he haud
e brfore— through tlae boumbiary
fence.

“What™> this tomfoel: d- el
the Squire. “I'o yau 1o tell .
you've hought Dyke’s farm and ixon’s
farm 1

“For o third party e Ted h
bot<on checcfully, “and Gf yamr est i
=l dn the market—al, very well!”™ b

brake off, ns the Ryguire, purpte  with  coly son of a prosperons jam n

rage, lei out a starm  uf  expletives, turer. wha at th,
sjust as you like, Sguice Gradben? L neeil of 0 new fru

won't pres< yam, but  you woen't inter- U rrivinge ot chburn. the vewtre Four

fere with the “hornet’s neat” just yet—  of a fruit-growing country, Ihhot i

mow, will vy soln, junior. at e cone to the roneln the playine
. v il didn’t  prom He siont that the spare fanns wonld he *jus pertus of

toonk triuce. aand has never beer 1lre 1 hip * leseribied s

T n half & mile of the senool Hhbot=an, senior, on recepil of his son's

mes singee. plowing  report -
Within o very few days the schaol Llength  wired I

aned 1ot

of

konew all alout  IThhatson. He was the structing them o make the necessary
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