EBaturday, March 19, 1804,

THE NEW .ZEALAND,'OMPHIQ

Stamp Collecting.

An entire set of Mafeking besieged
stamps, 19 in all, realised £10 5/ by
suction in London
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The New Zealond penny universal has
now been jesued in a distinetly bright,
carmine shade, which shows up. the de-
sign much better than formerly,
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A curlous discovery has been made in
Paris in the archives of the Poat Office,
namely, an order authorising the use of
an adhesive label for the prepayment of
postage dated as far back as 1670, just
120 years before stamps are said to
have been introduced in England. Ho
far, however, no stamp used under that
order at the date stated has been dis-
covered,
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. Trior o regular postage starps being
issued in the Falkland Islands, postage
on letters was prepaid in cash from 1871
to 1878. The letters were struck with a
postiuavk indicating that the money had
been paid.  For thin purpose the Post
Oflice used two different marks. One
had “Faltkland—Iail—JTslands™ in three
linow within an oblong square frame,
struck in black ink; .and the other
“Falklapd—TIslands” in two curved lines
within a circle, and “Paid” across the
eentre, struck in red ink.
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A et of four valaes for Eastern ports
where Russian offices are established has
been issued, the Turkish values being
printed diagonnlly in black for thres
stamp and ie red on the 50 kopecks. The
stampa are as follow:—Two pias on
20k- blue and red; b pias on 50k. purple
and green; 7 pias on T0k. brown and
oraage; 10 pins on 1 rouble brown and
orange. . - ot

Mauritiua stamnps sold at the following
pricea in Loadon at .auction:—FPost
Paid, 1848, 1d bright orange, = pair,
early impressions, £40; an unused 1d
orange on pule bluish, early medium im-
pression, £0 10/; a lightly eancelled 1d
orange on greyish, £7; & used 1d dull
orznre on white, £6 6/; a vertical strip
of three 2d blue, the ceuire stamp being
the error “Pence,” £33; & cleaned copy
of the 2d blue, £6; one 2d pale blve
with the error “Pence” £56 5/; 1839,
Lurge fillet. 24 dark biue, large margina,
£12; 18¢2, Brilannis, 1/ dark greenm,
unused, £3 57; and 1870, halfpeony in
black on 8d purple, with imverted sur-
charge, unused, but no gum, £5.

High priecs were obtgined at auctiom
in Loudun for Niger Coast atamps, sales
being reported as  followe: —1893-04,
halfpenny in viulet om 2d sideways, and
halfpenny in violet on 2d, re temuat,
£10; & shwilar pair surcharged diagon-
ally, £9 15/; another pair, mame sur-
charge, in vermilion on 2}d, diagonally
inverted, £10; half-pcuny, surcharged
in biack oun 2id. £10; another, same
surcharge in violet an 2jd, £12 10/; an-
other, same surcharge om 2d hine, one
of the ravest of these provisionals, £19
102/; and one shilling in violet on 24, &
pair, vbne with inverled Buvcharge, £8
15/, . -
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+ A Wriler in one of tha London phila-
telic journels rnises an iuteresiing quea-
tion, namely, that the designs of stawps
of countries should be as unalterable as
ihe flag. Iis opinions are expressed as
follows:—*“\Vhen it has once been real-
iced that a people’s stamp should be in
2]l essentials ms-unulierzble as its flag,
the first and most important stop to-

wards the attaimmeut of an ideul design
~will kave been taken.

Fach stamp-
using porlion of the Brilish FEmpire
shiguld have ifs own permanently as-
signed distinctive stamnp. & stunp which
it will leayn to fight for the end if needs
be, and to love zs only a symbol of race
and righta and home and licarth can be
loved.,” One advaniage to be derived

from such & scheme would undoubtedly
be a lensrning of the sumber of nev
warieties.
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Particulars came to hand by the mail
steaner from Bam Frapciceo regurding
the sale by auction in Londos of the 24
“I'ost Office” Mauritivs stamp that was
recently discovered in the collection of
Mr Jumes Bonar, of Hampstead, who
had not gathered stawmps for years, but
foriunstely for himaself dil nol part
with the few he coliected, when a boy at
school, in 18t4, The auclion room wus
erowded and budding slarted ai L5090
ond went by hundreds io £700. which
latter sum was bid by Jr  Vernon
Roberts; it was then jumped to £1000
by Alr Ficld, whoe went as high as
£1200. Alessrs Griebert and Crawford
then went up to £1300, at which puint
Mr (iriebert dropped out, aud it was
eventually knocked down to Mr Craw-
ford at £1450. This is belicved to be
the largest price ever paid for a siump
either privately or at suciion.
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Collectors of officinl slamps may be
interested to lentn that in the German
Emwpire there are the fillowing distinet
issues, with probably still mere Lo come:
— I'rincipalities of . Lippe-Deindd,
Schwarzburg - Vonderhausen, Hchwarz-
burg-Rudolstadt, Schaummburg - Lippe,
Waldeck sud Pyrmont, Reuss (chder
line), do. {youngev line), Grand Duchy’s
Raxe Meningen, Hesse, Mecklenbnrg-
Bchwerin, ~ Mecklenburg-Strelitz, Boxe.
Coburg, Baxe-Weimar Baden, Oldenburg,
Kingdom of Prussix, Duchies of llruns-
wick, Suxe-Alfenburg, Anhalt Deagsan,
Military Orphanage . Polsdam, ihe
General Administration of the Thurin-
gian Association of Customs and Tazes
at Erfurt, State of Bremen, Thuringian
Provincial Court at Jena, Sob

e
the CGovernor of Alsace-Lorraine,
Commitiee of the Grmnd Duesl and
Pucal Saxon University at Jona,
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Hair of Beauty!
A lady's hair makes pr mars her
beauty. This is an srimitted fact.
And a tuxuriant growlh of mzturs's
chiaf adorninont can be obtained

by the use of . . ..
Capilla 2
p A Tonic
It akes the scalp neaithy - rids
the acaip of dandruf and ansures
a picntiful supply of Beauliful
Tressek.
Take a botile home with you to-
day, you will never regrat it.
Aemember I is NOT a perfume,
but a medical mnd antisaptic pre-
paration that will do what is
ciaimed for I
All Chemists and torckorpera,
36 PER BOTTLE.

el Ofice for N4 ¢
? Featherstona Bt., Wellington.

Refrremces tArengiont Grear Bviicim amed Calewier.
Aswgg LY gnk.n from the Systcmm,
§ o8 Nuhiog r irh
"I T ¥ o ‘!n: call
U
wyuiplaing Cused 1o star ried, by ualion
ien. Appatite improved , bioed cariched ; nerves
g clieurd; Wholaayitein beiltn, i edaegoyatle
Bellefe, or chznge of dlimate i Jonper needrd, Wabyre
tevatrd ovex 52,00 Asihma md 1y Frver patients, e
teiih-bed 195, Erplanatorr BOOB, 370 pret FRYE

Addrera: DB P HahuLD HAY G AuBiie aTiy 188217
Builnie. N, ¥, U K A

HOLDIR OF THE ONLY GRAND PRIEZ eviz awawe
- FOR TOILET SOAP—

IN GREAT BRITAIN-ON THE SEA OR DEYOND THE' SEAS,




