
The singular accident which befcl the

>odjt Lady Jsahell in a blacksmith's shop
at Faeroa, whereby she got so badly cut

about, having her nose almost completely
severed and her cheek cut, reminds me of

< case that occurred many years ago in a

blacksmith s shop at Marton, when a horse,
after having a shoe put on its hind foot,
started kicking violently, as if trying to

get rid of the shoe, in doing so, extra-

ordinary and impossible as it may seem,

the pastern Joint gave way, and the horse,
whh-b. If I remember right, was owned

by Sir William Fox, had to be destroyed.

Though country clubs In Auckland do not

give so much money in stakes, or such of

them as have permits do not put so much
fconey through their totalisators. the attend-
ances compare favourably with the small
country meetings in southern parts. The

most prosperous country meetings are to

be found us a general rule where there is

good land, where cattle fatten and nick
well, or where sheep are carried to the
acre, and acres are not required to the

sheep, where saw mills and flax mills are

in full swing, and where crops yield a good
harvest. In poor parts of the country the
totalisator returns are invariably small.

Mons. Misonne paid a visit to Wellington
Park during the week. Of the sires there

he was most impressed with Menschikoff.
With the brood mares and foals he was

pleased, and having visited the French
Haras declares that none of them come up
to Wellington I’ark in the matter of ar-

rangements and completeness. He was
charmed with the surrounding country at

Mount Wellington and will carry back with

him to France the most pleasurable recol-
lections of his visit. The view from Mount

Eden obtained during one of his morning
rides—for he takes plenty of exercise in

the saddle, was about the best he had seen
in all his travels since having his native

country, seven months ago.

Weights for t lie Easter Handicap and
Brighton llur<ll«s of the Auckland Racing

‘’hib s autumn meeting do not appear until

Monday. This is a mistake. Weights
for the more important handicaps should

be out earlier, as also weights for the

ihinur events, which do not appear until
five days before the meeting commences.
Owners at a distance are really asked to

send their horses to the meeting before

seeing their handicaps, ami this is what

few care to do. There was no necessity to

take nominations as far ahead as three

weeks. The idea in delaying the appear-

ance of the weights was. I understand, so

that the form at Hawke's Bay could he

known, but since this was arranged the

Hawkes Bay Jockey Club’s autumn meet-

ing was put off. and there are few horses

engaged at Napier Park and Auckland as

well.

The riding of V. Cotton at the Wanganui
meeting and at other Southern meetings
has been very favourably t-omin* nted upon.
His win on jewellery was a double record.
It was his first over a mile and a half, ami
the first Jewellery has registered over so

long a distance. W. Young, a very capable
light weight, was seen tn advantage also at

Wanganui. This lad had a hard horse to
ride in the Wanganui Cup in Heroism. Very
few of our young horsemen ride long dis-

tance races w« 11. It is pleasing to sec- light

weights coming on to take the places of
older horsemen who. from increasing
weight, growing In disfavour, and from
various cans. s. drop out of the ranks.
There is always a demand for light weight
riders, ami those who behave themselves
properly deserve to succeed.

Thus a writer in the Sydney “Referee**:
It seems almost incredible that in these
advan< ed days of rat ing anyone <on!d lie

found with such a small amount of brains
as to imagine the possibility of success-

fully “ringing in” a well known racehorse
in one of the principal ra« ing centres. Such
a person has seemingly been found, in a
man named Joo Cox. who, it is alleged, af-
ter purehiisiiig the Autonomy gelding Auto-
crat from Sydney for a Brisbane sportsman,
took him on lease to the central districts of

Queensland, ami altered his name to Primo,
with the attached pedigree of “Merlin —
psyche," won a race or two there and
then came on to Brisbane, and had the

audacity to run him ns Primo in a Trial

Handicap at Albion Park, which be won.

It did not take long for Frimu’s identity to

leak out. and the stewards of the Jockey
Club, after possessing themselves of the

above fads, wrote the horst* aud Mr. Vox

off the register for the term of their natu-

ral lives. There is very little doubt hut

that the disqualification will be endorsed
by the Q.T.C. committee.

The method of buying polo ponies whole-
sale in Texas 2U years ago was curious
and simple, says a Home paper. It was
apparently the way in which the San An-

tonio dealers always sold their ani-
mals when the purchaser required a num-
ber. . Around the town are dozens of "cor-

rals.*’ fenced enclosures, into which the
horses for sale were driven. The intending
buyers spent one day going round these en-
closures to inspect the animals, ami the
next day began buying. This they did by
offering a certain price per head for a
given number of a corralful of horses, the
pick resting with them, not the seller.. A
small enclosure was hired, and the ponies,
which were bought in •‘bunches*’ of half
a dozen or so. were driven thither as soon
as a bargain was struck. In this wav the
two purchasers bought all the ponies they
wanted, seventy-eight head, by the after-

noon of the fourth day. the average price
being between £4 and £5. As much as

£lb was given, however, for some very fast
ponies, which were already broken ‘to
saddle.

Why was Canteen made such a favourite
for th? Wanganui Cup*? This was a ques-
tion raired on the evening after the race
in a company of some dozen or more sport-
ing folk. One suggested that it was be-
cause he had proved staying ability in the

*L
W ea -an< l Uup. Another referred to

the comments that had appeared on his

running in the Dunedin Cup. and expressed
lus opinion strongly that a section of the
people who help to sweii the totalisator
po.ds had been deluded into the belief that
the grey had been in reserve for the Wan-
ganui Cup, when one of those present—an
Aucklander—endorsed this view, but at
the same time informing there present that
Mr Moss had sent him a substantial
amount, which hud been invested for him
on his horse in the Dunedin Cup. a refu-
tation of the silly report that waiting tac-
tics had been adopted. Mr Moss has a
horse who has become stale and soured by
racing, and it may be the spring before bo
will run decently again, if indeed he ever
shews the form he did in the New Zealand
Cup. Canteenwould be put to hurdle rac-
ing if he belonged to some people I know.
Ho is just the sort to win a Grand National
Hurdle race.

My visits Io Wanganui in the autumn are
invariably of a pleasant character. There
one met with so many friends, and so many
ohl associations are recalled: still, a touch
of sadness comes when one misses ohl fami-
liar faces, and in recent years between the
meeting the great scythe-bearer has cerricd
off prominent men in the world of sport
that could ill be spared. How they do drop
out. A few months ago Dr. Connolly. longtime steward of the club, died on bis way
to England, and a few weeks since Mr.
Hearn, of the film of Hearn and Kennedy,
well-known racing men, passed away, and

just,on the eve of the meeting last week
Dr Saunders, also an official and an owner,
was called away. Dr. Saunders came tu

the colony as a young collegian, being se-
cond master at the Wanganui College for
a. ln England he had gained dis-
tinction in .swimming ami athletic pursuits,
and did a great deal in the furtherance
of sport. He was for some time the
loading amateur there, and he married a
Wanganui lady. Miss today, sister to Mrs

Abbott, whose father bred racehorses in
the early days The doctor had identified
himself for twenty-five years with ihe
Wanganui Jockey Chib, aud was a com-
paratively young man. and will be missed
by friends and residents of the town, in
which he had an extensive practice.

Just before the Wanganui meeting Achil-
les galloped five furlongs in 60 4-5 seconds
with a flying start, and another gallop he
registered was six furlongs with a flying
start in Imin lusec. Machine Gun regis-
teied a similar gallop over the six fur-

longs, ami another over five furlongs he
ran in Imin 1 lusec. On the day the Jack-

son Stakes was decided the ground bore
evidence of having been cut up on the

previous day, and the rain had made It
heavy, yet the winner, Achilles, was able
1d cover the distance In Imin 17 l usec com-

fortably. while Machine Gun, who was

ridden out. was beaten a nose for third
place by Exmoor in Imin 18 2-ssee. The

wet day and the course were against all

four runneis, but Machine Gnu on account
of his wind ailment was the one most

likely to be troubled, and he was carry-

ing 121 b over his weight-forage, while
Achilles had 51b over. Exmoor and Chry-
seis each had their scale allotment. Ex-

moor has shown himself to be a useful

gelding on several occasions, run well on
soft going. There is no doubt that Chry-
seis is a good two-year-old, and on the im-
prove, and it is quite possible that the
platings concerned would have been the
same had the going been good.

A huge jump was achieved by Mr Spen-
cer Gollan's Moifaa while running in the

open Steeplechase at Hurst Park on Satur-
day (says the “I.S. and D. News” of Janu-
ary 23i. This horse is what an admirer
termed a “pretty considerably hard puller*’;
he wants a good man on his back to steer
him in the way be should go; am! he is a
line, bold fencer. At the first ditch he seem-
ed to take off almost as soon as he got
inside the wings, and even so. he landed
over with a scramble, but without a fall.
“It was a beautiful Sep.’

"

said Arthur
Nightingall, who rode him. “but 1 shall bo
glad when ho settles down a little more
and jumps like a respactab.e citizen.” The
effect of such a brilliant acrobatic display
was to tire Moifaa. who finished nowhere.
Short odds were laid on Lord Gerald Gros-
venor’s Hidden Love. though he could only
run second to Mr “Bob’’ Sievier’s Bobsie—-
a sterling competitor whom it is a pleasure
to see gallopingon as if the fox were* gasp-
ing in the next field fcr him. and hounds
were running from scent to view.

While the members of
a well known citv

sporting club were busy “adjusting the

averages of fortune*’ over theEpsom meet-

ing on Wednesday. February 17. says the
“Australasian,” they received a shock quite
as sever? as any experienced by a Russian
battleship during the Tort Arthur go. A

sporting horse attached to the humbleafter-

noon milk cart, hearing that Independence
Avas a certain starter, rushed down the
right-of-way to the back entrance of the

club, it is. believed? "to get a bit on.*’ The

milk cart in his rear, however, frustrated
his intentions. The members, bearing the
cannonade at the back door, and always on
the alert for the expected, made for the
ether door almost to a man. The half-fur-

long sprint down Royal Lane (they were
nil on it) is said to have been a record one.
When they learned the simple truth, the
stampede back was almost as quick as the
departure. The reasons for leaving, with-

out saying “good-bye.” embraced every
variety but the rifrht one.

It is a curious fact that against some
stallions there appears to be a fatality tu
Ervdand. although their stock does won-
ders in all other parts of the world (writes
the “Special Commissioner’’). A most not-

able instance of thia is furnished by the
now defunct Prince Charlie horse Lovhiel.
who was foaled in New Zealand to English
time, his dam, Nellie Moore, having been
taken out there in foal, and he proved a

very great racehorse over all distances. At

the stud, however, he gained even greater
fame, and for a good many years past he

has been at the top of the tree, or near the
top. among the winning sires at the Anti-

j-odt s. Yet. without exception, such of his
stock as were brought to England proved
woefully disappointing. Survivor and Oban
may be named, and the thought of them
awakens bitter memories, yet each was a
good horse in his own country, and Oban
lias shown over hurdles and across country
that he can go right enough when he is so

inclined. Another Lochiel that came to

England was Amiable, but she was too ner-

vous and h’frh-strung to stand any work,

and she did no good here, though she could

gallop like the wind. Then there was Old
do. another Lochiel, who certainly won a

race, but was always more or less of a

wreck when in training here. Major Ed-

wards has Wallaby, a Lochiel four-year-
old colt, in training, but he shows no pro-
mise of doing any better than the others.

At country meeting* kn Auckland it
occasionally happens that burses are start-
ed as many as three times a day. Half
mile aud five furlong dashes, with intervals
of alujut 40 minutes between, will not hurt
fit horses. I heard a man recently talking
of the cruelty of this sort of thing. It is

absurd to suppose that our horses are all
so soft. Some, it is true, will not saddle

up tw*ice in an afternoon, but others again
would rattle over short courses half a

dozen times a day if required, without suf-
fering any injury. In the days of beat
racing, it so happened that before a horse
won twice it had had to run eight miles
over strong hurd.es, 3ft Din high. This was
at BangitiKei, and some of the race-goers
of the time who were present remember
the event well. Not only did the horses
run eight inUes, but they carried water
weights, 12.0. 1 don’t think anyone will

claim that they travelled as fast, say, as

Spalpeen or Waiwera, but it is certain they
did not receive the same care or such a

long course of training. There used to be
quite as proficient jumping horses in the

oid days us can be lound now. They were

much slower, and the courses were not

what they are now.

Had Cnnnie Chiel been as fit to race at

Wanganui as he was at Christmas time
and later ch at Wellington, many think ho
would most likely have won the Wanganui
Cup. At Wellington he gave Ghoorka 14ib
in the Cup aud 16!b in the Racing Club

Handicap. At Manawatu he beat Cannie
Chiel over a mile and at a diffeieuce
of Plb, but next day, at a mile and a-quar-
ter, Cannie Chiel beat him easily at a dif-

ference of 31b. Convoy ran both times.
Cannie Chiel is probably seen to best ad-

vantage at a mile and a-quarter. We have

probably seen the best of him, however,
and Ghoorka, like most of the Lochicls,
may improve wTitli age. No great merit,
however, can be attached to his running
at any time, though be out-stayed Romeo,
who will still improve, in the Cup. Jewel-
lery’s winning a< hi.

vem. :»ts since sh left
Auckland on her Tai-m 'iki-Wanganui-El-
mont trip should not be too highly assessed.
Like most of her sex, she is better suited in
the autumn thanin the summer, and it must
be allowed was favourably weighted
through ordinary handicap horses. Ghoorka
has invariably been raced to the front, but
at Wanganui was reserved for a finish in
both his races, and may likely race better
that way.

The V.A.T.C. lost about £1350 on’their
last autumn meeting, and although stakes

have been .slightly reduced, the loss will
not be less this year. Referring to the
diminished attendan res. the “Australa-
sian*’ says:—“Last Saturday the takings
were £2W less than on the corresponding
day last year. Th? weather was threaten-
ing in the morning, but from noon onwards

it was fine, and there was nothing to stop
people from going to Caulfield. We do not

knew how the V.R.C. got on at Fleming-
ton on New Year’s Day, but presume they
fared badly. The V.R.C., however, had to
contend against the first day of a test
match. All the suburban clubs are com-

plaining. and it would seem that for the
time being racing is not popular in Vic-
toria. For that matter, thedubs in South
Australia are not doing well, but in New
South Wales all the dubs are getting good
gates, and record attendances were noted
in connection with the Tasmanian and

West Australian Cup meetings. Why the
dearth of interest in Victoria? Is it over-

racing, or are people pinched for money?
Th? sudden falling-off in attendances can

hardly due to over-racing. No one will
deny that wre have too much racing around

Melbourne, but there is not as much as
there was a year ago. Racing is an ex-
pensive amusement, and the public •can
see an afternoon’s cycling for less than a
tenth of the money it costs to see a race
meeting from the best seats. There is no
variation in the cost of racing to specta-
tors. The charge for the grandstand en-
closure is the same at Aspendale Park as
at Flemington. And still the tariff is cheap
in comparison to what a man has to pay
in England if he wants to see racing in

comfort. When the A.J.C. secured a re-
cord attendance at Ramlwiek last Derby
Day it was put down to the great interest
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