
nf the residue in three parts, devising
one part to her sister at Bridge of
Allan, and the other to the children of

her brother William Dickie, New Zea-

land; while she directed that the in-
come of the remaining third should go

to another, Mrs Lidias Dickie, or

M'Leod, Causewayhead, Stirling. To

her trustees she gave power to advance

the whole or any portion of the capital
to Mrs M'Leod, and after her- death the

fee of everything that remained was

to go to the grandchildren of the bene-

ficiary. The deed so far was drawn
up by Mrs Seed’s agent. When it was

sent to her for signature she added a

holograph codicil by which she made

certain other bequests to relatives and

others. She said: “I desire that money
shall be invested to give Mrs M'Leod

10/ weekly during her lifetime,” and

also a small cottage. Further, she said:

"I desire my nephews and nieces in

New Zealand to get £50.” The ques-
tion raised in the action was whether

these bequests in the codicil were in

addition to or in substitution of the
share of the residue previously dispon-
ed to the beneficiaries. Mrs M'Leod
claimed that the legacy in the codicil
was in addition to the other provisions
in her favour. Lord Kyllachy has sus-

tained Mrs M'Leod’s claim, holding that,
after deducting the legacy for the rela-
tives in New Zealand, she was entitled

along with them to a third share of the

residue.

The Council of the Australasian
Chamber of Commerce in its annual re-

port refers at length to the question
Of remounts. They open with an ex-

pression of indebtedness to the Mel-
bourne Chamber of Commerce for a

letter received from Messrs Krernnso

And Madden who, out of their exten-

ive experience in the supply of re-

mounts for South Africa and India,
made several suggestions as to the

breeding, buying and shipping of Army
remounts which, if adopted, would in
their opinion prevent a recurrence of
the dissatisfaction expressed by the
military authorities with some of the

shipments of Australasian horses dur-

ing the South Africa war. A copy of

Messrs Krerouse and Madden’s letter

was forwarded to the War Office, whom

in reply, stated that it was known in

that office that the Australian colonies

produced a very good class of horse,
which is used extensively in India, but

the great distance between the United

Kingdom and Australia precluded the
latter country from being looked upon
as a constant source of supply for

horses for Home use- The arrange-
ments for the purchase of horses for

use in India were all made by the In-

dian Government, and would so con-

tinue. It was further stated that

there was no intention on the part of

the War Office to form remount breed-

ing establishments in Australia or

elsewhere.

At the annual meeting of the Eastern

Extension Telegraph Company last
■Wednesday the chairman. Sir J. Wolf

Barry, referred at length to what he
termed “the keen and unfair competi-
tion ’’which the company is experiencing
at the hands of the British, Canadian,
and Australasian Governments for the

Australasian traffic. The falling-off in

receipts from the Company’s Australa-
sian traffic for the half-year ending 30th
June last, as compared with the corres-

ponding period of 1902, was £31,000.
There had also been a substantial in-

crease in working expenses, and the

bulk of this, like the decrease in re-

venue, waa due to the competition of
the Pacific cable. “While seriously in-

juring the company’s interests. the

Pacific Cable,” eaid Sir John, “had not

benefited the British or Australasian
public, or even its promoters. The

rates charged by the Pacific route be-

tween Australia and Great Britain

were no lower than those agreed to be

charged by the Eastern companies in

connection with the new cable via tho

Cape. It was true the Pacific cable
transmitted traffic between Australasia

and America at a lower rate than form-

erly, as the route was much shorter

than via Europe. As a consequence,
the chief, indeed one might say almost

the only, benefit accrued to the United

States, as the traffic with Canada wan

very small. According to a recently-
published official return, there would be

a deficit on the working of th? Pacific

line for the current year of nearly
£lOO,OOO, which would have to be borne

by the taxpayers of this country, among
whom the shareholders were numbered,
and the taxpayers of Canada, Australia,
and New Zealand. This went to prove
that the Australasian traffic was in-

sufficient to support all the existing
cables, and that the Pacific cable rvas

not reeded for the traffic requirements.
Indeed, the cable connections with
Australasia w-ere far in excess of any
traffic likely to be developed for some

years to come.”

Mr W. Emery Stark, who recently
visited New Zealand, sang a small song
in praise of the colony in the “Morn-
ing Post” this week. He spent three

and a-half months in Maoriland last

winter, and now says that “it is im-

possible to express in adequate langu-

age its many and varied attractions- Ta

the invalid, or semi-invalid, the colony
offers oue of the healthiest climates
in the world, without any extremes of
heat or cold, a pure b~a ing air with

clear bright sunlight day after day. The

islands, being so narrow, are always
subject to tile delightful sea breeze, no

matter from what quarter the wind may
oome. Tlie scenery comprises a com-

bination of the grandest and moat

beautiful kind in the world. In the
Middle Island there are the West Coast
Sounds, similar to the Norwegian fiords,
only more lovely. . . . Speaking of
the facilities for visitors, Mr Stark

writes: “The hotel accommodation in
the colony is exceedingly good on the
whole. The hotels in the large towns

are excellent, quite equal to the best of
your English hotels ”

Mr Stark’s eulogies have brought
forth a remonstrance from a person who

prefers to conceal his identity under the

nom de plume of “An Absentee.” This

worthy is in full agreement with Mr
Stark as to the “healthy climate,” “sea
breezes” and grand scenery of New

Zealand, but he takes exception toyour
recent visitor’s laudation of the hotels
of the colony. He says: “As for the

hotel accommodation being ‘equal to the

best of our English hotels,’ I can only
say that I left New Zealand about the

time Mr Stark appears to have arrived,
and then the acoommodation was of a

kind that a healthy young man ought
not to object to; but to allow an in-

valid to go to New Zealand under the

impression that cleanliness, civility,
good cooking, or good acoommodation

is to be found in a New Zealand hotel
is, unless a marvellous change has
taken place during the last 18 months,
neither more nor less than absolute
cruelty.”
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