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The Yoar's Shipping.

Tuken all round, the ehipping trade
of the port of Auckland for the pest
vear has been wholly matisfactory, and
well up to the sverage of the previous
year's. Thers was noticeable activity
in the Home trade, whils trade with
New York, though not quite as good
as in the preceding twelve months, has
bLeen s great factor in ewelling our
commerce oversead. The Islands tnflo
has developed, and the intercolonial
trade slse has shown marked improve-
ment, with the exception perhaps that
thers was a alight falling off in arrivals
of conl boata from Newcasile. The Cus-
foms returns for the year are as follow:
—JYanuary to March: Inward—55 ves-
pels, 104,852 tons, of which 33 were
steamers, with a tonnage of 98,438, and
17 eailers, with o tonnage of 6414. Out-
ward-—47 vesacls, 78,752 tons, of which
81 were steamers, with a tonnage of
%0,612, and 16 sailers, witk a tounage
of 8140, April to June: Tnward—535
vessels, 112,741 tons, of which 41 were
gteamers, with & tonnage of 106088,
pnd 14 sailers, with a tonnage of G635
Qutward—47 vessela, 77,658 tons, of
which 31 were steamers, with a tonnage
of 71,144, and 18 sailers, with a ionnnga
of 6412. July to Sepiember: Inward—
62 vessels, 120,525 tons, of which 48
were steamers, with  a tonnage of
111,130, and 18 sailers, with a tonnage
of 0333, Oulward—$1 vessels, 82.120
tons, of which 30 were steamera, with
n tonnage of 74,012, and 15 sailers, with
a tonnage of BI0B. Beptemlier to De-
eember: Inward—69 vesgels, 133285
tons, of which 51 were steamers, with a
tonnage of 123955, and 18 aailers, with
u tohnage of 7330. These figures com-
pare with tle previous year’s as fol-
lowa:—JYanuary to March: Inward—68
veasels, 125.434 tons. Outward—40 vea-
Bels. 77,724 tons, April to Jone: Toward
—50 veszels. 105,235 tons. Outward—
47 veazels, 77,107 tons. July to feptem-
ber: Inward—G0 vessels, 116.023 tfona,
Sep-

tember to December: Inward—04 ves-
mels, 108,350 tops, of which 46 were

with & t ge of 101,700, and
18 gailers, with & tonnage of 6588, Out-
ward—§0 veasels, 81,177 tona, of which
3T were at with & t go of
74,863, and 13 sailers, with a tonnags of
6314.

Tha relurns for ths quarter ending -

December 3lst Iast have just been com-
piled, and will ba of interest. They
phow that & toial of B9 vessels, aggrs-
gating 133,285 tons, and having 3380
men as crews, was eatered inwards., Of
these 51 veasels, of 125865 tons, and
3714 meén an crewa, were stemmeérs, and
18 wveasela of 7330 tons and 175 men as
crew wers sailers. Eight steamers came
from the United Kingdom, two steam-
era from Victoria, 18 steamers and 13
anilers from New Bouth Wales, one sailer
from Bouth Australia, 10 steamers and
one zailer from I'iji, one steamer from
Norfolk Yaland, one eailing vessel from
Natal, eight steamera from Unlted
States, four steamers from Friendly Is-
lands, and ome ateamer from Japan.

During the same period 58 vessels, of
05,508 tons with 3303 men as erews, wers
entered outwards, and of these 36, of
57615 tons, with 3104 men ns crews,
were steamers, and 20, of 7904 tons, with
149 men as crews, were sailers. Two
steamers were cleared for the Unrited
Iingdom, five sailers for Victoria, 12
anilers and 21 steamers for New South
Wales, one gailer for Soulh Austrzlia,
ona sailer for West Ausiralia, four
steamera for Fijf, one steamer for Cal-
cutta, five steamerd and one sailer for
United States, three steamers for
Friendly TIslanda. .

The nationalities of wvasacls enfered
inwards are as follow: Pritish, 15 steam-
ers of 50,478 tons; eoloninal, 18 sailera, of
6202 tons, and 28 steamera, of 26657
tons; American, 10 steamers, of 38820
tona; Norweglan, two sailers, of 1033
tona.

In the corresponding periad last year
thera wers entsred inwarda 64 vessels
of 108,358 tona and 3342 men na erews,
made up of 46 steamers of 101,700 tonn
and 3108 men as crews, and 18 sailers of

. 8508 tons and 174 men as crews. The
oumber of vemssls entered outwards
then was 60, of 81,177 tons and 2057
rusn ap crews, 3T of 74,363 tons and 2818
men as crews being steamers, and 13 of
G314 tons and 130 mep aa crews being
miling vesnels.

A separate return staies that three
steamers were entered and cleared for
Cook Islunds, and one sieamer was en-
tered and cleared for Niue.

Shooting Affair.

BENSATIONAL OCCURRENCE IN
CUSTOMS SBTRERT.

At mnoom on December 3lst =
ecnsalion waa caused in Cus-
tom strect East, Auwckland, Ly a

strange shooting affuir, the motive of
which is wrapped in mystery. Outaide
tho Britomart Ilotel an elderly man
Lkaown as Jimmy Scanlan was standing
on Llhe foptpath when, it is alleged, a
man named Valter Dracewell rushed
out from the hotel, and, holiing n pis-
tol close te Scanlan’s fure, shot him
"through the jaw. The bullet appears to
Lave gone out amain throngh the wmouth.
It is alleged that Bracewell ther raa
away te a lane close by and shet him-
self. Policemen and doctors were hur-
riedly eummoned, and both men were
cartied into Le hotel. They were here
attended by Dra. Bull and Porter, awl
taken asway to the Auckland llospital in
o cab.

Bracewell’a wound was only skin deep,
‘the baullet having grazed the right sile of
the forchead withpat entering. Dui on
the other side of the forchead Lthere was
the mark of n bldw inflicted apparenily
by o fist or through a fall. Bracewell
wos stunned, but Searnlan remaiced
quite conscious, and expressed ihe opin-
ion that he had swallowed the bullet.

Bracewell, who is an engine-driver Ty
trade, and until seven menths zgo in the
employ of the Railway Drpariinent, is

a marvial nan living in Irelond-atveet,
T'onnw When arresied he made no
. ring dazed by the bullet wound
apparci iy, He was asked for Liv re-
volver, arnd he said: “1 havent got it
The other mans got [t. Take me insids.
Please wipe the blood off my face,”” When
he was tuken lo the hespitul, and some-
what recovered his acnsea, he scened to
e toially Eonotant of whut had happen-
wd. e said he belicved Lthat somebody
had hit lam, and he knew nolh ne of the
maiter 1hat hod cansed =l a sepsa-
tiom,

The victim of the affair.

Tan, anid

that he was leaning avialy awl ine
oflensivety inat the wall of 1l hotel,
when Dirg cll eame out el sweke

something 1o him—he dida’t réemcmbier
what—and 1hen (L crafely pointing
the revolver at him tired, o did nob
Lnow the wman, and had vever seen Jum
before, nor did he speak fo him  on
this ocearion. He bad done nothing to
provoke ihe attack,

WNothizs seems to show a molve for
ihe shooting of Seanlan. 1t is proluble,
&5 Bracewetl had heen out of wmk for
soar e time, the [act had preved oo lLis
mind, and he was not atogelhey ve-
spensible for s aelions.

The affair ercated o aveal «ensadion,

and a bLig erowd gathered  round  the

Latel in o few sceonda, aml hong atout
it till the men had bevn removed to the
hospital.  The latest bullefing fron the

hespital state that Lith nen pre fairly
well, and no dangerou: syvmploms  are
visible.
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