24

‘ THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPFPHIC.

Baturday, January 9, 1904

Music and Dramd.

— Y 1

AH the pluves of aniusement h_l Auck-
Tand did splendid  business during the
holidayv, and tie four shows which uah_-r-
el for the tastes of the wsuul in-
Sux ol viritusa fur the feslive semeen
phowid renuber the New Year with
secliogy of satisfuction.

Aleurrs Willonphly and Geack’s o
edy Lompany has been makmy His M
jesty's Theatre Tesound  Bightly wilh
boiterous  Jaughter. ~Aistakes Wil
Blappen” hud not anused helf Uhe people
514 abettrdition ave vapabe of d vehell
1he management subatituted “.A .\_!run;{f
er i @ Strange Land? believing in ihe
yirtne of quivk changes. The "stl@ngrr,"
wha niade lis bow for the first time on
safurday cvening, was sueh mn amusing
Feltow (it e quickly made friends, and
e bide fair to be as well known as the
fown-clock Befare hve gels out of Auck-
Lonl. My Willoughby has the star part,
as peual, aud intensely funny he iso but
the meril of the pices does not hang on
wie shing  Every member of the eomn-
pany b that contributes to i
wilil hilavity sl Ty tle fearfud aml
wonderful camplications thal are so nu-
wwrutis that ane scarcely has time to
anrar ol one hefore the nexl comea tup-
pling down o one. My Willoaghby, Mr
Capmn, and My Lo Leonard provide
i of the fun among the whife men,
aml e Houray aud Me Lester, as impro-
vised Didians, are very deoll.  Of the
Yadies of the company, Miss Rexy Bar-
1on, o a smart doweriean mirl, and ¥
Hofoud Wwatta - Thillips, as 1he elderty
bidy with a penchaut for “eumting the
whaow,"” awd everyindy else had the Trest
parle, and Loth —In theiy widely difler-
ent slvles—were  adiirable Aesara
Willonghby and Geael always bring us
sontet hing gond, and in their  presend
wepertoive they have soine pivees thal il
1he publie tusic to a sively.

The apennd Slapoftski coneert held at
#he + hovel Hall on Xew Year's night at-
tracted a splondil dienve.  The pro-
pranime was a disdin popular one gawd
b itewr waa enllin ically received.
Madame  SlapolTski several songy
during the cevenin wite charmesd
her awdience, The  sel ona on the
Mol violin by Mr E. Stevenson were a
featvre of the concevt. and this clever
arlist is suve Lo make his sirange instru-
ilroughout the colony.
¥ is nn exceedingly gFood one,
anl. judging from the Auckland regep-
tion. the {four should be a highty satis-
fintory ome.

r

®Mr Horace Siebhing's snng, “Fhe Two

Vetevans" is to Le cold at the fair Lo

Ve betd Gu Dunedin in aid of 1he fonds
of the Veievana' Home,

Warnes, MMy  Ausorove’s
yopular advan sends along a charae-
derintie ¢ 1h seasanahile greetings,
whirh are heartily reciprocated.

Mr Gearpe

“The House thut Jark =~ Built” awd
“Hobinson Crusoe.™ the two pantomimes
16 which Mr Fuller ond Mr 1ix trezted
the Wellingtoninus at Christmas
Lotk said to e very line,

jeq Filzmaurice Gill pauged the tasia
of her patrons to & nicety whemn ahe and-
mitted “The Serpent’s Coil” as a holday
bitl. There hag nightly bkeen e lnrge
mathering at (he Opera House to wit-
nuss this exciting play, sed as it is really
wel mounted abd aeied it has been a
warked success,  Miss (il and Mr Blake
are well supporied hy o capahle com-
pany, nnd “The Serpent’s Cotl” may L=
sure of a good Tun.

The arvival in Awekland of Mr G. T.
Peterven anuauness ihe fact that Wirth’s
Civcus 35 due again. This wellknown
cembination is booked to open a season
jn this part of 1he eolony e January
1Mk, There has been n veorganisation
sifice the circus was Just with us, and
ihe amnnageinent NOW ANNMINCCs & list of
attractions m-hlnm.fuund in one show.

Aadame  Fanuy Aloaty- Munners
writes to 1the sir—1 huve rvead
wany letters lafely regarding the wes
ingr of hats in theatres. Will you k;!
]_y'nllm\' me in suggest the following
ethod? At some theatre in the West-
ern Slates the following notice was put
up—indy old ladies allowed 1o keep
their hatls on?  What the efvet wrs,
gm unalde 10 say. I only kaow this,
that 3f | had been one of the audience
1 should have promptly taken niine off.,”

A seusalional accident occurred re-
cenlly at the Palage Theatre, Blackburn,
England. The ianlon Troupe of acra
bats were perferming what is known a4
1he great throwing act, in which a boy
ix tussed abont in the aie between two
yuen hanging by 1he hecls to Joity hori-
zontal bars, Just as the lad was being
delivered fov the final {hrow the wire
supporis of the eveclion snapped, and,
amild screams from the audience, the
whole spparatus toppled forwurd, The
boy felk aufely info the met, but the
man dangling head downwards was only
saved from serious injury by ihe rush of
atlenclants from “the wings.

Rir Henry Irving is an excellent inter-
viewee, aud he las given the Americans
soing interestivg Information “lt
never entered  my hewd” zaid  Sie
Henry, “that T had auy facial resem-
Llapee to ante when 1 selected the
churacter. 1 «id not know the resem-
Mance existed. IBut it waa revenily
brought ta my aitention hy a amall
crilek om hoard the ship when we were
ing that there is sonme physieal
rexembulanee. He was a restless liltle
hoy, and persistently got into mizchicf,
for which lis mother was confinnally
chiding him. 1 overlieard her rebuke him

are

one day with these worde, which seemed
to be more of & threat than anything
elge, “If you are mot a good boy, and if
you bother me any more, ¥you shall go
into the Irving troupe. It is not ex-
sctly a pleasaut sensation to have =
miother hold you up to her offepring as
u sort of ogre. However, I suppose that
1 o, perhapa, lexsn sensitive to that
stigme than was Dante. He, if the his-
Torinne ave right, was pointed out by
wothers to their children as the mon
who bad been through Hades.”

1

Str Henrg Irving, while in New Yeork,
received the following letter: —*“Aly Dear
Str,—1 s a member of the electrieal
fraternity, and saw your play of ‘Dante’
leat evening. H I may be allowed to
rxprevs an opinion 1 want to tell yon
thut the infernal seeme wam very bad.
The sunget ripple was wofully lacking
in effect, Tt was certajnly not trne to
nature, if it was so intended.” Sir Henry

has explained that the ripple got turn-

ed upside down on the night in question
by some mechanicel error, and the rain,
instead of falling down, fell up,

Mr W. F. Hawtrey does not share
in the eopdemnation of other entre-
preneurs of the Houth Island as “show”

towns,  To ~Uall Boy,” in the Dunedin
Ntar,” he remarked:—"Dunedin  aml
Clristchureh I look on ss iwo safe

places to visit.  Business has been ani-
formly good in both, hut 1 don't know
whether it was because they were the
two 1owns we first visited when we ori-
winally came frean Australin, but thia
much | do know: both have treaied us
kindly. Possibly, tao, ericket may have
sowething {0 do with it. As you know,
we lave a ericket team in the company;,
aind cvicket has been a great help to u‘s'
for we lhave alnays met nlee penp]c,
an the field, and they have proved
pood patrons.  Cricket has proved to
me one of ithe most pleasant and efli-
cieut methods of mdvertisement pioka-
h?yAnnynne £YEr came across. We shall
be in #ydoey for the Fourth Test Match
und you may rest assured that one who
will  witness every ball delivered
throughout the four, five, or six days,
a5 the case may be, will be W. F. 1aw.
trey. Rehearsals, if necessary, will be
held at 9 a.m, and my company are
all such enthusjasta that they  will
readily tnmble out of bed two or three
hours earlier ghould they be required.”

The recent action of the Examiner of
Plays in prohibiting the performance of
“Fmith of the Shamrock Guards,” a
dramz dealing with “ragging” in the
Army, has given rise to a good deal of
hasty and incomsiderate comment, says
the "Era” in a thoughtful leader. Aiter
reading the piece and Mrv Redford’s rea-
sona for objecting to it, we have come
to the conclusion that he exercised ex-
cellent commonsense. The play ilaelf is
curions and interesting in parts, some
of the diulogue being evidently “taken
from life,” There is no doubt thak the
nutlor of the weork, who signs hinself
“Officer,”™ wriles from observation, But,
spart from the fact that theé drama is
weak in wiory and construction and
would sland ne chance on the siage, its

publiec performance would be most nn-
desirahle.

No iutelligent and refined person de-
sires to defend “ragging”; indeed, 1o the
ordinary civilism, it appears to ba jnde-
fensible. But as Lonl Palmersion point-
ed out, Dirt is only Matter in the wrong
place; and the poor man who might be
very happy in a line regiment or in the
Militia, or the studeni whe would be
quite in bis element in the Artillery or
the Engineern, is & “perfect nuisance™ in
a smart Cavalry tegiment, officered by,
men of rank and wealth. Me ia in tha
mess but not of the mess. He cannot
spare tiwe to ride on the regimen-
tal Jrag, and he cannot afford money to
join in a game of cands. He camnot
lunt, and Le caumnot keep polo poniesi
He is in the same position as & guest at
an arvistoeralic couniry bouse who nei-
ther shoots motr rides, and spends his
time in solilary meditation in the K-
Travy. If you have a nuuber of men
of similar incomes, tasten, and habits
living together in intimate community,
the addition to their “family eirele” of
& man of dilferent Llaustes, no maiter
what bis merits, in disagreeable; and, in
the end, the situation becomez impos-
sible. The boyishly bLrutal means which
oflicers resort to as p remedy and & solu-
tion ave indefensible: bui the question
may well be put: “Why do poor and
stugions men join snch regiments ¥ The
srale of expenditure in & regiment ean
easily be ascertnined before joining. And
if they find they are unpopular—=ie.,
out of harmony with their surreundings
—whr do they not “exchange” into mere
congenial ones?

What s the result om the mind of
the average common soklier or officer
when he witnesses a performance of &
“yapming™ play Jike “Hmith of the Sham-
rock Guards?” He sees the quesiion put
before the andience unfaivly, briause
ihe “rugged” wan is always made a very,
fine fellow—whereas in reul life he often
Trears the same reference to ihe other
officers gs ihe studious prig whe will
not play foniball or cricket does to the
bors of an Englisk school--and the phy-
sical brutalily of ihe “ragging” is vivid-
Iy depicled witheut any of the extenu-
nting eircumstances which we fiave men-
tioneil abgve being explained. Natur-
ally, he is indignant, and creates a dis-
turhance; and thue the theatre is tnrned
into an nrena for the noisy baiiles of
opposite opinions, Mr Cecil Raleigh in
“The Yiood and Tide” has managed mat-
ters with his ususal taci and eleverness.
There is a raiseoneur in the east, who
puts the case from & regimental point
of view, and the “‘ragging” done in the
lievos rooma is very harmless horse-play.
But fancy the following meene from
“Smith of the Shamrock Guards” being
pevformed uwpon the siage! The court-
martinl han been held, and Smith is sen-
tenced to rereive lhirty stvokes with a
fire-shrovel, ard to endure other indig-
nifiea.

The representation of such & scene in
= town wherg the military clrment was
sirong might very probably lead to a
riot in the theatre, and even to rerious
damage (o the building; from both of
which risks Mr, Redford, the censor of
plays, very properly preserved English
playgoers. - - -

Zmas is Coming!

In faet,

We can sapply your wants just as well as (and in
many cases betler than) any vther jeweller, so why not

MAKE YOUR PURCHASES HERE?

We have a lovely stock and grand value, and we wish to make a SPECIAL OFFER.
1u erder to prove beyond a douht how many sales are made {rom this advertisement, we
¢ every person a special discount of 2/— in the J when you
ing, provided you mention the fuct that you have geen this
Or, cut out the Coupon aud bring it with you.
I youu don't bring the Coupon, just tbeution the fact that you !
raw the mdve, and you shall receive the discount, H
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