
TURF GOSSIP

TURF FIXTURES.

January Bth and 9th—Whangarel Annua!
January 10—Auckland Trotting Club
January 22nd and 23rd—Wellington R C.

TURF NOTES.

Altogether Mr Price handicaps for be-

tween 40 and 50 country clubs in New South
Wales.

The report that Barnes is training Van-
quish is Incorrect. A. Mitchell is the train-
er of that mare .

The American high-jumper. Heather-
bloom,is going to give exhibitions in France,
England, and Ireland.

Although St. Simon is only nineteenth on
the winning sires’ list lu England this sea-
son, his sons St. Frusqutn, Persimmon, St.
Florian, and St. Serf are second, third, fifth,
and fourteenth respectively.

No less than £5066 was pooled on the tota-
Hsators during the race for the Auckland

Cup. This sum was £593 more than last

year when 10 horses started whereas 1.1
started t! is year.

Rambler, the brother to Battleaxe and
Tupara, has earned distinction earlier than

did either of those geldings, and will be a
better horse, given a fair chance. Hotchkiss

horses, as a rule, want a lot of time.

Fred Davis, who used to ride that ster-

ling mare Lottie, had the mount on Miss

Lottie In the Salisbury Welter on the sec-

ond day of the A.R.C meeting, and that
tine looking young mare won in good style.

It Is not often that a rider gets kicked
off his horse, but this is what happened to

Mau Ryan at the post before the start

for the Summer Cup. Onewa not only
kicked him, but was the cause of Float’s
rider coming off also.

Some of those individuals who wore dis-

appointed in connection with the W.A.
T.U.’s appointment of a handicapper are

endeavouring to make things unpleasant
for Mr A. Geary. Well, ns Geary is cap-
able and straight, it is safe to say he will
come out on top.—Exchange.

The prize money for next year’s Great
Eastern Steeplechase at Onkaparinga is

£llOO, and an important alteration in tlio

conditions is that the handicapper must not

allot any horse more than 13st. The Onka-

paringa Club, by the way, expended £5302

during the past 12 months, and still has a

small credit balance.

Touching on the reduction of the stud
fees of various stallions in England, “Vigi-
lant” in the “Sportsman” says Carbine is a

horse that is bound to fluctuate, for the

simple reason that he has to pass through
a year or two in which ho can have scarcely
any two-year-old representatives, andpeople

are far too unreasonable to give weight to

any such consideration.

It is given out that the American

breeder, Mr Haggtn, intends shipping 200

thoroughbred mares to South Africa short-

ly. lie is of opinion that they will be in

demand for stud purposes, but. like some

Australian shippers, he may find the mar-

ket scarcely as good as he was led to
believe. So far as racehorses are con-

cerned, the South African market is re-

ported to be completely played out.

Things must have boon rather lively at

the recent meeting at Blenheim (N.Z.) A

local writer says that through so many in-

quiries into the running of horses, the rac-

ing became somewhat deranged, and some

of the races were late in starting. To make

up for lost time, the starter let the fields

away before there was much money on the*
machine, consequently there was a shrink-

age in the totalisator* receipts.

Walrikl Is no better than I have always

thought him, buthe was fitter to take on

the two-mile journey of the Auckland Cup

than I, in common with many more, be-

lieved him to be. Nothing short of an ex-

ceedingly high-class four-year-old could

have won the Auckland Cup carrying 9.8 in

such time, on a comparatively easy prepa-
ration such as Walrikl did. He is a grand-
wluded colt, and though he won as he liked

he is no doubt capable of doing still better.
In estimating the value of a performance
the weight carried and the time taken come

in, but the class of horses defeated must
also enter into the calculation. In Tread-
mill, who I thought likely to win, I am

free to admit, however, that Walrikl met

a colt on the day not nearly the equal of
St. Hippo when that colt won the Auck-
land Cup with 8.9, nor the equal of Sea-
horse wheu seen at his best nt Rlccarton,
and I am quite certain in my own mind

that Multiform would have beaten any
four year-old we have seen on the same

terms as Treadmill met Walrikl. Mr
Bradley had only a small bet on his horse
at starting price.

A New Zealand trotter, full brother to

Belmont, has commenced to show form in
Australia. In a race at Kensington he was
au odds on favourite as soon as betting
opened, and although he won, the win was
not as easy as the market indicated it would
be. Belmont M. settled down, however,
and at the end of a mile began to overhaul
the leaders, and when the turn was rounded

hjyl only Harry to beat. The
grey was

going very solidly, however, but the sever*
pace told, and, throwing his head in the air
below the distance, Belmont ran past him.
and won nicely. The horse and driver (Mill-
som) received a very flattering reception
on returning to the scale.

When Grand Rapids received 8.11 In the

Auckland Cup nearly every sporting writer
in the colony pointed out that Mr Stead’s
gelding had been harshly treated, and few
at all advanced anything by way of a de-
fence of the weight adjuster for the line
he had taken, though, reading between •’ho

lines, some appeared to think that it was
fair not to take the gelding on his actual
public form, but to treat him on the sup-
position that he was a first-class one. The

’ast horse Grand Rapids boat was Juniper,
who was giving him weight. Mr Evert

quite overlooked the fact that the pony
Bulawayo last year boat this same Juniper,
amongst others, in a Malden I’lato, and that

he won races in open company, and This
year won the South Canterbury Cup. or he
would not have put the impost of 7.10 on

this gelding in the Bony Cup. a race in
which the public of Auckland take the
greatest possible interest. The manifest, mis-
take was pointed out In these columns In
justice to the owners of al! the otherponies
engaged, but the writers generally allowed
the Injustice to owners of the candidates
in that race to pass without comment

though Mr Evett unmistakably admitted
by giving Bulawayo 2st 71b‘morn, ami

other ponies less than he apportioned them
in the event under notice, while the Auck-

-108 handicapper went to
with Mr lesch maker's gelding, whi h

weight did not stop him; nor did the 1) 3
put on him by Mr Erett In yesterday’s racestop him. He had, as a matter of fact Onlv
one starter against him. ’

That some men imve bepn wond.-rftillvlucky in connection with the bri'e.-liu-' ,',r
blood stock, there is no denying, .■.ml --Vi-i,
lant. of the London’’Sportsman.'* in <t->
the late Duke of WestmiiMt'm-’ as' an ex"
ample. While admitting that the Duke
was an excellent judge, the writer points
out that it was by tlie merest eh'inee tint
lie ever became possessed of Dom-.ister
who laid the foundation stone of all his rac-ing fortunes, and, more than this after he
had purchas’d Angelica from Mr Taylor
Sharpe lie was desirous of cancelling the
transaction. To crown all. when Vampire
was bought his Grace would fain have re-turned her, for her temper proved positivelv
alarming when she reached the Eaton Stud,
and as for the extraordinary experiment of
mating her with Orme, that was done simn
ly because she was such a lunatic that' theydid not dare send her away from home to
foal, and she was put to Orme hist becatts*he was on the spot. Flying f„x W;, s tllo
result, and most breeders thought what In-

telligence. courage, and enterprise th.- Duke
had shown in arranging such an alliance'
1-ew indeed have been the breeders whom
Fortune has so remarkably favoured, and
had his Grace lived longer he would* have
seen another triumph with Sceptre, for
whose dam's stock ho had some unaccount-
able dislike, as without exception ho had
got rid of them all (seven in number) up to
that time. It Is impossible to believe th-ithe would have sold Sceptre, but it is to lie
borne in mind that ho sold Star Ruby Or-
nament’s first living foal, when he had only
run twice as a two-year-old. and the colt
proved good enough to win Ifi races in Ame-
rica, and to head the list of winning stal-
lions there.
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in the afternoon, and more rtfiTng after
study. Moreover, wo had got together a
pace of basset hounds, which finilr occupied our leisure time. Xo cud of fun did

. IJI. iluit pack, which still sur-

'jvos- 1" the New Forest, under the care of

m
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I lei. had two quarries, a badgerand a goat. The former rather enjoyed the
sport, and would jump into the bag as
readily as possible after the run. but I
am afraid the latter had rather an an-xious time of it. We heard of him first
as having got into disgrace in the village
through butting children. Indignant
mothers demanded liis life, so we bought
him for 10/, and

gave him life and a life
of it- He usually started with crack-
ers. The best run wo had with the pack
was quite an unexpected one. Wo were
returning homo one day after hunting
hares, when suddenly the hounds went oh’
on a hot scent, and we after them. On

they ran as if possessed, and we could
not imagine what they wore after. Even-
tually they made for the village, ami
finally ran their quarry to earth in

a cot-

tage. The quarry was the kennel hunts-
man, Toby Kent. Onp morning very early
a scared stable lad awakened us with the
news that the pack was gone. Down we
hurried to find »ho intelligence all too
true. Not a hound was to be seen any-
where. We were quickly on our ponies,
and vainly did we scour the country fur
hours. Eventually wc had to return home,
dejected, and in full expectation of «.

NEW ZEALAND INSURANCE COM-
PANY.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the

Ordinary General Meeting of the NEW

ZEALAND INSURANCE COMPANY will

be held at the Registered Office of the

Company. Queen-st., Auckland, on WED-

NESDAY, the 13th day of January, 1901.

at 2 o’clock p.in., for the purpose of re-

ceiving the Directors’ Report and the

Balance-sheet for the twelve months ended

November 30th, 1903, for the Election of

Two Directors In’ room of MESSRS MAT-

THEW ANDERSON CLARK and HENRY

HORTON, who retire by rotation, but are

eligible, and offer themselves for re-

election; and for the Election of Two

Auditors.

THE TRANSFER BOOKS of this Com-

pany will be CLOSED from the 31st just,
to the 13th pros., both days inclusive, pre-

paratory to payment of Dividend.

Mr A. D. Lubccki. a shareholder, has

given notice that be will propose at the
above-mentioned meeting the following re-

solutions—That the following words be

added to Article 70:

“Provided always that, in case he shall
have held office for six consecutive
years immediately preceding such
retirement, he shall not be eligible
for re-election until the expiry of

one year from the date of such

retirement, but this proviso shall
- not take effect until on and after

First Day of aJnuary, 1906.”

■ ’ And that the following words be added
■ to Article 75, after the word “Directors”

lu the third line:—-

“Unless such vacancy shall have occur-
red within three months prior to a
General Meeting, in which case it
shall not he filled until such Meeting,
when the Shareholders shall elect some

' n qualified person who has given the

notice required by Article 71.

'And after the word “chosen” in the
fourth line that the words “or elected”
be added.

By order of the Board,

JAMES BUTTLE,

General Manager.
Auckland, 24th December, 1903.

G. W. ALLSOP, a.rj.b.a.

(Associate of the Royal Institute o£

British Architects),

ARCHITECT
213. VICTORIA ARCADE. " ~

ARE YOU ILL?

IF SO VITADATIO

WILL CURE YOU.

Eminent Doctors in England (although un-

able to prescribe
.VITADATIO through not knowing its

{ constituents) have advised
AIR S. A. PALMER to proclaim its

virtues from the house tops.

Vitadatio.

STILL TRIUMPHANT.

CONSTIPATION CURED.

I. Tattersail’s Hotel, Sydney,
July 7th, 1903.

Dear Sir,—While in Ballarat last Xmas,
I was in the theatre and saw your ad-
vertisement, and suffering from Constipa-
tion, thought I would give your remedy
n trial, and I can assure you that I am

now perfectly cured. I did intend writing
to you before, but better late than never.

I have sent letters to all my friends in

Ballarat about it, mid all I say is that I

wish you every success with the remedy.
Yours faithfully,

WILTON CAREY.

I For further particulars,
/ S. A. PALMER.

Head Office: CLARENDON-ST. N .
SOUTH MELBOURNE.

Correspondence Invited. Write for Testi-
inoniaIs.

The price of Medicine id 5/6 and 3/6 per
bottle.

All Chemists and Storekeepers.
I o be obtained from Kempthorne, Pios-

Bor, and Co., Ltd., N.Z. Drug Co., aud
tiharland and C o,

KING OF N.Z. WINGS. gPAR K| | M if*
Preforrotl by many, particularly ladies.

—

to Imported champagne. H ■ «a m an—nra r>

Bdoz. Pints. 40/-. Idoz. Quarts, 35/-. i/ik S |
Vineland Wine Co., Ltd., G. E. ALDERTON.

WHANGAREI. Managing Director.

PETER F. HEERING’S GIHERRY
COPENHAGEN.

B "

The Favourite Liqueur. gig If
SWIFT & COMPANY, 7 Spring; Street, SYDNEY, Ocnoral Agonta.
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