
After Dinner Gossip
and

Echoes of the Week.

Exit 1903—Tire King’s Year.

A year happily devoid of striking
sensations, and exciting events, is that

which has closed since the last issue

of this paper. Devoid —to all intents

and purposes—of war’s alarms, triumphs
and reverses, the days and months slid

quietly and placidly by, and the Empire
has enjoyed the most prosperous and

restful twelve months which has fallen
to her lot for upwards of a decade.
That a period for recuperation from the
strain consequent on the tense war

struggle of close on three years was

needed cannot be doubted, and it is pro-
bable that our nation is to-day, rested
and revived, in a stronger situation

to meet whatever adverse circum-
stances fate might have in store than for

many, many years past. But, happily, the
chance of any necessity for showing the
strength of the Empire, aggressively or

defensively, is far more remote than it
was a twelve month since. From our

position of “splendid isolation,” envied
and distrusted by almost every nation
of Europe, we to-day see Britain hon-
oured, courted, trusted on every s'de,
and even hereditary enemies reconciled,
and anxious to cement a national friend-
ship in every possible means. And for

this we have to thank no Government,
no Minister, no member of the Corps
Diplomatique, but one man. and one

alone—the first gentleman in his own

vast dominions, His Majesty King Ed-

ward VII. The Edwards have been
amongst our greatest of kings, and it

was a good omen which led our Sove-
reign to take this great historic name

by which to be known to his people, for

he has proved himself a worthy follower
of the great first and third Edwards,
and it is to be doubted if ever the con-

quests of these two great warriors did
more for the glory and advancement of
the Empire than the victories achieved

by our present King by his knowledge
of men and things, his unfailing tact,
and that royal charm of manner which
overcomes every prejudice and every
obstacle to friendly intercourse, and

completes fraternal understanding be-

tween Britain and the majority of Euro-

pean States. 1903 should, therefore, be
known as “the King’s year,” for most

unquestionably to him is due the splen-
did position the Empire now holds, and

which gives us all confidence that the

year on which we are entering will be

as peaceful and as prosperous as that
which has just closed.

* * *

New Year Resolutions.

It is the custom to make a huge joke
of New Year resolutions, and much

humour and wit of varying quality are

lavished on the readiness with which

they are made, and the celerity with
which they are broken. I suppose some

of the chaff is legitimate, but I, for one,
would be very sorry to see this ancient
custom disappear. What does it matter
if the resolutions do break down sooner
or later; there was virtue in the mak-

ing of them, and virtue in the keeping
of them for a time, and perhaps it may
be, paradoxical as it may seem, that

there is virtue in the breaking of them

too. For example, one year deponent
hereof decided to give up smoking with
the New Year. Now, no one can doubt
that there was virtue in this. To even

consider such a sacrifice seriously spoke
Of volumes of unselfishness and self-
denial inate in one’s being, and only
waiting the demand of duty to be called
out. But mark what happened. It af-
fected my nerves to such an extent that
my friends and my family—they called
it my temper, by the way, but that is

the custom of one’s family—besought me

to take to it again. “For goodness’
sake have your smoke, and be done with
it, and don’t sulk about the house like
* bear with a sore head.’’ That was the

terse way the head of the household put
it. The clearness with which women

can express their opinion on occasion is,
it will be observed, considerable. But I

was adamant. Break a resolution in-

volving self-sacrifice. Never! However,
next day—it was a stormy one, domes-
tically. for the weather was wet and the
children aggravating, and my nerves on

edge—my wife observed with that de-

cision which is her chief characteristic,
“either you give up this silly nonsense

of not smoking, and leave off cuffing the
children and recover your temper, or I
go out of the house!” Here, you see,
was a problem! One had either to sel-
fishly stick by a resolution which made
one’s self objectionable to others or run

the risk of being laughed at as a weak-
ling, and smoke again. It must be ob-
vious to all that the pleasantest course

would have been to have remained ada-

mant and banished pipe forever, but a

man must consider his wife and family,
so it v. as certainly best to give in

gracefully and with a sigh fillup the larg-
est pipe in the house. Besides, it quiet-
ened things down so much. To return,
however, to the general question of good
resolutions, everyone should make them,
and most do. It may not be that we

manage to keep all of them, but even

if only part of them survive that is

something. And seriously, and apart
from the flippancy of this paragraph—-
whose only excuse is that it is holiday
time—it is well that once or twice a

year even the most careless of us should
look ourselves over. If we do, and see

the urgent necessity of a host of “I
wills” and “I will nots,” something has

been achieved, and an improvement of

sorts, even though small, is bound to

take place; and, small though it may
be, it is surely worth while.

♦ ♦ 4?

Are Yon Going?

What a wonderful folk are the

Yankees. I beg pardon—l mean the
Americans. The remark is, lam aware,
not new, but it is brought home to one

afresh almost every day in some way or

another. In the shape of a Christmas
souvenir this week, I received from St.
Louis a little booklet with the enquiry
which heads this paragraph, printed
thereon in attention-compelling capitals.
It referred, of course, to the great expo-

sition, and had it been a mere advertise-
ment thereof, one would have thought
little of it. But it was not. It was a

concise and admirably compiled guide to

the accommodation available in St.

Louis and* suburbs during the Fair, and

it is compiled and circulated solely in

the interests of intending visitors, to as-

sure them that there will be ample ac-

commodation and, more important still,
to guard them from fraud or over-

charge. In the first place, there is to be

a monster hotel called the Inside Inn,
in the Exposition ground itself, and will
accommodate about COOO guests. The

dimensions are 400 by 800 feet. It is

three stories high, and has 2500 rooms.

Over 500 of the rooms will be equipped
with baths, and the hotel will have

a drug store, a buffet, restaurant, a bar-

ber shop, a news stand, a cigar stand,
wash-rooms, and stands for the sale of

collars, cuffs, haberdashery, notions, etc.
The hotel rates arc fixed by contract and

bond. The patrons must pay 2/- extra

for daily admission to the grounds,
the price of admission being added to the

hotel bill. With this addition the charge
for rooms without baths is 5/ to 10/

per day. There will be not less than 500

rooms at the five shillings price (in-
cluding the admission charge), 500 at

eight shillings, and 500 at ten shillings
per day. The rooms with bath bring from
12/ to £1 1/ per day, the price varying
according to the size and location of the
room. In ejXh case the price of admis-
sion is included. The charge for meals
is also fixed by contract. Mid cannot bo
raised. The price of a breakfast and
noonday meal will be half-ft-crown each,
and that of the evening dinner three and

sixpence. Meals will also be served a

la carte at moderate prices. The Inside
Inn will open for guests on April 30,
1904, and close on December 1, 1904—

the Exposition’s opening and closing
days. In addition to this, the manage?
meat has completed a canvass of th(J
city, which has resulted in the follow-*
ing statistics:—Established hotels have
capacity for 21,000 guests, and have been

supplemented during the year with ac-

commodations for 47,000 more; tempo-
rary hotels, 30,000; respectable rooming
houses, over 15,000; private houses,
nearly 18,000. This computation gives
a total capacity of 130,000 persons at

rates ranging from 4/ a day to £l.

Nearly all of these places are bound by
agreement to not exceed their regular
rates. To make this canvass has en-

tailed much work and some expense, but

it promises to bear fruit for those who
intend visiting the Exposition.

The hint may be worth remembering
in New Zealand some time.

♦ ♦ ♦

Microbes in the Note.

It is told of an English lady who went
to live in Scotland that she said, when

she received the very grimy one pound
notes which are so popular in that coun-

try, and which, like our colonial money,

pass through so many hands before being
called in, that “never before had she un-

derstood what was meant in the Bible

by ‘filthy lucre’.” The sentiment will be

echoed by all who have to deal with a

paper currency. But it is sometimes for-

gotten that the paper notes have the ad-

vantage of showing the dirt, which is as

present, though not as obvious, on our

coins. A medical writer- in a contempo-
rary mentions that he saw a man who

was clearly suffering from an infectious
skin disease of the hands paying a tram-

way fare without a thought of the ill he

might convey with the coins he passed
to the conductor. The conductor, when

warned, was effusively grateful for the

warning, and promised, for his own pro-
tection, to wear gloves in the future.But

there was no protection thought of for

the people who might next handle these

dirty coins. Thackeray speaks of it hav-

ing been once the custom at a club to

bring a member the change that he need-

ed in “washed silver.” The novelist works

this out into an apologue, to indicate
that in a gentleman a certain cleanliness
of life and thought, as well as of habit, is

expected, and, indeed, one could moralise
“ad libitum” on the theme. It certainly
does not follow’ that infection lurks in
every penny, the previous travels and an-

tecedents of which we have not investi-
gated, but the incident may serve as a

reminder that money may advisedly ba
handled with some little caution, seeing
that we do not know through whosa
hands it has last passed.

FARMERS!
WHAT IS ALL THE

COMMOTION ABOUT?

One would infer that Auckland was

without Freezing Works,

WHICH IS NOT THE CASE

We have much pleasure in stating that the

AUCKLAND FREEZING CO.

Has

The Most Up-to-Date Plant

in the North Island,
«ud Us position Is unique for receiving
and shipping, being connected by railway
from works to ship’s side, thus avoiding
bruising and thawing through excessive
handling. There is also ample paddock ac-

comodation, with good water supply at-

tached t<» Slaughterhouse, Otuhuhit, on

Railway Lino, for receiving and drafting
stock.

We are prepared to ship mutton or beef

to leading London firms, on Farmers’ Ac-

count. producing original Account Sales,
and if required will advance 75 per cent,

against Shipping Documents.

Our Rates for Freezing and Shipping to

London will bo bedrock, as we are de-

termined tn leave no stone unturned to give
satisfaction.

But if Farmers should prefer to sell stock
nt their farms, or delivered in Auckland,

they will find us equal to the occasion, as

we are here and mean to stay.

Tor full particulars apply to—

Auckland Freezing Co.,
LIMITED.

J. B. WEST, Manager,

RAILWAY WHARF, AUCKLAND

ROWLAND’S
KALYDOR

FOR ™ SKIN
COOLING, SOOTHING, HEALING

Fnd Emollient; Preserves the Skin,
heals ail eruptions, and Beautifies
the Complexion more effectually
than any other preparation; re-

moves Freckles, Tan, Sunburn,
Redness, Roughness and all irrita-
tion and is warranted harmless.

Ask Stores and Chemists forRow-
land’s Kalydor of67, Hatton Garden,

London.

NOTiCE
. .

To aufferora from Gout,

Rheumatism, Sciatica,

Lumbago, and all pains
of Head, Face, or Limbs.

The Old Reliable English Remedy.

PATERNOSTERS

PILLS &
PRBPARXD OX

POINGDESTRE & TRUMAN,

g 71 OLD KENT ROAD, LONDON.

Renowned for overa Century
for quick efficacy, as proved
by testimonialsfrom all parts

of the world.

It tcldby aU Cfeamfote in IM Colanitt.

“ A friend

inneed is a

friend in-

deed.” This WL—~
is an old

proverb,
but as true E
as it is old. g
Here is /

such afriend.
Never be

without it. Keep it

close at hand all the
time.

Ayer’s
Cherry Pectoral

Itwill prove a good friend when yon

have a fresh cold, bringing immediate
relief. You will find it equally true

in old colds, bronchitis, whooping-
cough, asthma.

And you will declare it “the best
friend in the world" if you will use

itfor an irritable throat or weak lungs.
It acts as a strong tonic, clearing up
the throat, giving tone to the relaxed

tissues, and greatly strengthening the

lungs.
There are many substitutes and imi-

tations. Beware of them I Be sure you
get Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral.

Two sizes. Large and small bottles.

Preyarei by Dr. J- C.Ayer* Co., Level!, Mau., U.SJL
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