
Society Gossip
AUCKLAND.

Dear B<**» December 29.

J-et me confess I stand

appalled at rite almost hopeless magni-
tude of the task of attempting to de-

scribe for you the scene at Ellerslie on

Boxing Day- or the hundreds upon hun-

dreds—l might say thousands—of ex-

quisite dresses worn on the occasion of

THE FIRST DAY’S RACING.

To give anything like an adequate im-
pression of the beauty of the lawn when

thronged with its enormous crowd of

brightly-frocked women and well-dressed

men, is, I confess, beyond me. It was

a spectacle not. easily to be forgotten,
and brilliant as have been many of the

displays I have seen at Ellerslie, there

ha* wever, so far as I can remember,
been anything to approach the gath-
ering of Saturday last. The lovely
course looked its very best and the

mey improvements have unquestiona-
bly made this the most convenient as

well as the most beautiful in the

colony. The attendance, favoured by
the perfect weather, was a record one,

and it is estimated that there were, at

least, 12,000 to 13.000 persons present.
The paddock was certainly far more

crowded than I have ever seen it and the

hill and course had vaster masses of

people than have ever gathered there be-

tafore. The arrangements were all

good, and afternoon tea was served far

better than last time. But it was the

glorious weather and the boundless en-

thusiasm of the crowd over the result

of the Cup that will ever mark Boxing
Day. 1903, as a red-letter day. both in

the annals of colonial racing and the

history of the Auckland Racing Club.

Nothing approaching the cheering which

greeted Wairiki has ever been heard on

the course at Ellerslie and Mr Sam Brad-

ley, the owner, must have felt a proud
man- indeed, at the wonderful ovation

his great horse received. Those who had

gone down on Treadmill, or some other
trier,” cheered with as much enthusiasm

as those who had won. and it was amem-

orable exhibition of true sportsmanlike
feeling. As for the dresses, what shall
I say? They seem to get more elaborate

every year, and smarter people appear
to attend the races. Moreover, the num-

ber of visitors from the South grows

yearly. Under the circumstances, I can

only pretend to give you my descriptions
of a few of the lovely frocks worn.

THE DRESSES.

Mr>. Morrill wore an exquisite toilette
of navy blue canvas voile, with faggotted
seams over glace silk, lovely cream vest,
relieved with touches of heliotrope, black

hat wreathed w-ith sprays of lilac; Miss
Donald, dainty cream canvas -oile cos-

tume. with Paris lace insertion, old gold
ceinture. pretty blue picture hat; Miss

Alice Donald, cream eolienne gown, with

ecru insertion, transparent yoke and

modish hat to match: Miss Heather look-

ed sweet in a lovely white embroidered
muslin frock, large white picture hat

with long ostrich feathers falling over

the brim: Mrs. Edmiston wore an ex-

tremely handsome gown of black canvas

voile, white -atin vest and collar over-

spread with exquisite black lace ap-

plique. black chiffon Victorian hat with

ostrich plumes. Mrs. Rosenthal (Syd-
ney) >\<>re one of the most noticeable

gowns on ti.e ia ■ n. It was composed
of exquisite vhii.- silk chiffon, with

tracery of deli< >;e pink rosebuds, ela-

borate! \ shirred and trimmed with Paris

tinted insertion. A knotted white chif-
fon sash and a dainty French sailor hat

swathed with pink poppies and ribbon,

completed the co-tume, which was ad-

mittelly a triumph of the dressmaker’s
art. Miss ('Ling, pretty white muslin

frock, with chine ribbon sash, white hat

wreathed with flowers, and finished with

apl; bo’• of black velvet; Mrs. Edward
Russell was prettily gowned in a soft

white silk, tucked and frilled and finish-
ed with Palis lace, pretty floral toque of
violets; Mrs. Savage wore a very dainty

white tucked ailk frock, with pale blue
pieluie Jiat wreathed with entail black

flowers; Mr*. Gordon, pale grey tucked

voile over glace ailk. pretty black iuM.

relie.«l with cream; JUra. Dufaur. grey
check voile coatume, cream vert. and

lovely Maltese lace shoulder eape. -mall
black hat awatlied with cream lace, and

pink rosea; Mre. Devore, black silk voile

gown over glace ailk, with medallions of

cream laee, pretty black and cream bon

net to match; Airs. Buddle, very effec-

tive white and blaek ailk gown, elaian -
aitely shirred, while chiffon vest, black

and white French sailor hat. with blaek

and white spotted witigw; Mrs. Louisson

(Christchurch) wore a most superb toi-

lete of pencil pink silk voile, with medal-

lions of Paris laee. Large blaek picture
hat swathed with chiffon and blaek os-

trich feathers; Mrs. Hayman (Chrl t-

chureh )„ lieautiful cream silk voile inset

with Paris laee medallions, lovely black

hat with ostrich feathers: Mrs. Gould

(Christchurch I wore a morft striking
costume of white satin, figured with

black, and trimmed with black and

white silk embroidery, an exquisite cape
collar of Maltese laee fell from the yoke,
and sire wore a lovely black plumed hat;
Mrs. P. Campbell, rich black silk

voile over glaee silk, trimmed -with yet,
ecru lace vest, and small black hat: Mrs.

Elsworthy (South) wore a very hand-

some black silk tucked costume, pretty
black bonnet; Miss Elswortliy, beauti-

fully fitting black voile costume, strap-
ped with bands of same material, piped
with white, lovely collar, inset with

hand-pahited medallions, pretty black

and cream toque; Miss E. Elsworthy
wore an exquisite gown of white ehiffon.

with a cloudy design in pale pink and
heliotrope, transparent lace yoke and

large black picture hat; Mrs. E. D.

O’Rorke, distinguee white and black silk

toilette, handsomely' trimmed with black

Chantilly lace, pink folded ceinture and

pretty pink toque; Miss Shepherd, black

canvas voile over apple green silk, finish-

ed with cream lace applique, black toque
with pink crush roses; 'Miss -—. Shep-
herd, simple white muslin frock,
with pretty Country Girl hat,
wreathed with pink roses; Mrs,

George, lovely black Louissine silk

toilette with cream lace and ehiffon

vest and Paris lace collar, dainty black

and cream toque relieved with green
leaves; Miss George wore a very effec-
tive English cost.umie of deep cham-

pagne tinted voile, with transparent

yoke of Paris laee, and collar and

ceinture of chine ribbon, white chip
straw iiat garlanded with lilies of the
valley; Miss Zoe George, looked sweet

in a cream canvas voile over cream silk,
large black straw hat with drooping
ostrich feathers; Mrs Wilfrid Colbeck,

cream silk voile gown inset with Paris

laee, pale blue folded belt, black picture
hat; Airs Duthie, wore a charming
gown of cream canvas voile tucked and

inserted with Paris laee, cream lace-

straw hat. lined with crimson tulle, and

finished with two large ehoux of straw

and tulle; Miss Mitehelson was prettily-
gowned in a pale salmon pink crepe de

chine, elaborately shirred and trimmed

with cream insertion, pretty pink hat

wreathed with roses and foliage; Miss

— Mitehelson wore a very dainty cos-

tume of white mousseline de soie, with

pale, pink sash, white chip straw hat

swathed with pink; Mrs Alison, exqui-
site gown of white Louissine silk over-

spread with a design in pink rosebuds,
the skirt elaborately' shirred and trim-

med with rich lace, floral toque of vio-

lets and green leaves; Miss Alison wore

a very' dainty white embroidered muslin

frock, with transparent yoke, large
black plumed hat; and her sister also

wore white with a pretty white muslin

hat: Mrs Ernest Bloomfield. exqm'ite
gown of pink silk chi:; i . .<r silk,

deep transparent yoke of Paris laee,
white ehip straw hat wren tiled with blue

poppies and blue ribbons; Airs Sw-gg.-.11,
dainty gown of cream tuekeil . nd

inserted with lace, lovely blaek picture
hat : Mrs Hope Lewis, wore a mo-t

effective gown of white and blaek spot-
ted silk, ceinture and stock of helio-

trope silk, large burnt straw hat with

black ostrich feathers; Miss Lewis,
lovely skirt of cream sunray pleated
voile, eream silk blouse with emerald

green belt, white tulle hat with tiny
white roses and green velvet ribbon;
Miss Ida Thompson, pretty blue floral

muslin frock with Paris lace insertion,
ribbon sash, pretty white hat trimmed

with leaves and wheat: Mrs Markham,
pale blue crash coat and skirt, modish

green toque; Miss Firth, dainty white

muslin gown with miroir green silk
belt, black hat swathed with white;
Miss Gorric, pretty grey floral tnuslin

frilled and inserted with laee. stylish
hat to match; Miss Nora Gorrie. white
linen coat aud skirl with collar of black
and whirr spotted ailk. Hack hat;
Miss Gwen Gorrie, pretty spotted grey
and white voile with bordered frills,
large black picture hat; Mrs VV. R.

Bloomfield, lovely gown of azure blue
silk voile ttwked and inserted with
Paris laee. jirvtty Prinee Charlie hat to

.match; Mrs Beaumont, handsome strip-
ed silk in two shades of

champagne. large black bat;
Mrs Sharman was beautifully dressed in

a pale pink voile gown with saddle yoke
and wide bands of cream insertion, corse-
let belt of pink velvet ribbon, pink chif-
fon Victorian hat with sprays of pink
roses; Mrs Myers, rich blaek silk voile

gown spi-igued with white, Taris laee

vest, blaek bonnet; Mrs Jrfo Myers, pink
glace silk wiled in lovely white crepe de
chine, ehiffon yoke and sleeves, and deep
flounce of sunray pleated chiffon on

skirt, dainty white and black hat; Miss

Riche (Sydney), pale blue shirred
crepe de chine gown with Paris lace ap-
plications. pretty pale blue hat; Mrs

Coleman was attired in a pale grey blue
erash coat and skirt inlet with wide
white insertion, the eoat faced with blue

and green, white vest, and black hat
with ostrich feathers; Mrs Cheeseman,
pale green aud white striped silk cos-

tume. over pink, real laee applications,
pretty hat to mateh: Miss Keesing,
brown and white spotted foulard gown,
with Paris laee vest, rustic hat with

sprays of pink roses: Miss E. Keesing,
white voile gown with black hat; Mrs

Steuart Reid, electric blue jacket and

skirt, with stitched bands of navy glace
silk, white vest, black and white hat;
Mrs Younge (Melbourne), beautifully
fitting pale grey striped voile costume,
with Paris laee encrustations, black
plumed hat; Miss Dunnett was gowned
in brown silk voile with applications of

deep cream laee. relieved with pale blue,
brown hat with large blue satin bows;
Miss Muriel Whitson wore a very pretty
frock of white lawn, inlet with wide in-

sertion of pale pink glace silk, lovely
lace collar and large white hat; Mrs

Ware, well-cut black canvas voile cos-

tume, with large black plumed hat; Miss

Ware looked very well in a white muslin

gown over glaee silk, black picture hat;
Miss Cameron, striking costume of deep
crushed strawberry crash, with lines of
wide yak laee insertion on skirt and
collar, large black hat; Mrs Friend,

navy blue silk muslin, with pin point
white spot, handsome eeru insertion in-

set in bodice and skirt, rustic straw hat
wreathed with cornflowers; Mrs Hill,
very dainty Persian lawn gown inset

with narrow Valenciennes insertion,
black plumed hat; Mrs Harry Marsack
was gowned in a stylish cream voile

coatee and skirt, cream glaee silk vest
with transparent laee yoke and myrtle
green ceinture, white hat trimmed with

pink erush roses and myrtle green rib-

bon; Miss Hardwick wore a navy blue

canvas voile gown with cream lace vest,
pretty hat en suite; Mrs Ruck, navy

blue figured voile gown, with Paris lace

vest, black and eream bonnet: Mrs Rob-

ert Dargaville, dainty grey French mus-

lin frock, frilled and trimmed with
Valenciennes laee. Country Girl hat

swathed with leaves and poppies; Mrs

Goodhue, dark spotted voile costume,
with cream laee vest, blaek and cream

toque with pink roses under the brim;
Mrs Ansenne, white duck skirt, with
pretty pale green silk blouse inlet with

white insertion, hat en suite; Miss Hay,

green linen Russian costume, with white

pipings. blaek hat: Mrs Sellars, hand-

some black brocaded silk gown, blaek

bonnet : Mrs Jones, blaek silk voile cos-

tume, large blaek hat with blaek

plumes: Miss Jones. p-.-ttv Tussore silk

frock, tucked and frilled, blaek hat; Mrs

Syme "1 Taranaki), smart white Liberty

silk gown relieved with touches of

turquoise blue, large black hat:
Mrs MacDonald, blaek voile gown with
white vest, blaek tulle bonnet with

cream la -e and pink banksia roses;

Miss MacDonald, white voile gown, with

Paris lace trimmings, smart white hat

adorned with blue and green; Miss
Mowbray, pale grey orchid voile gown,
with cream lace applique run with nar-

row black; Miss Daisy Mowbray, very

pretty pale grey costume with Paris

lace vest, peach pink hat with tulle and

flowers of same shade: Miss Edith Mow-

bray, reseda gren costume, with white
vest, pretty pink hat; Mrs A. V. Mac-
donald. blaek voile costume with white

vest, black and cream toque: Mrs Wal-

lace LawMX 1. pretty green cloth cos-

tume with cream lace applications, hat
en suite; Miss Nelson, dainty whits

embroidered hihslul frock with large
black picture hat; Mrs Harry Brett,

very pretty eau de nil green tucked
silk blouse, black satin skirt, “Country
Girl” hat wreathed with black and green
daisies; Miss Ruddock, white muslin

frock inserted with lace, pretty hat

to match; Miss Helen Fenton wore *

dainty pink flaked gown with trans-

parent pink yoke. “Country Girl” hat

wreathed with roses and green leaves;
Miss Winnie Lewis, pretty white trill-
ed muslin frock with lace insertions,
blaek French aalior hat; Miss May
Dawson wore a charming costume of
cream voile with Paris laee insertion,
pale gre;n ceinture. large black hat;
Mie- Muriel Dawson also wore a pretty
cream voile, turquoise blue waistband,
black picture hat; Miss Vera Bel! wore

a very pretty shirred shrimp pink
crepe de chine with cream Lice applica-
tions, black picture hat with ostrich

feathers; Mrs Masefield, stylish gown
of pale grey tucked voile with deep
yoke of Paris laee, pretty hat to match;
Miss Dornier, Eton grey voile costume,
with laee yoke, large black hat; Miss

Douglas looked charming in a dainty
white box muslin gown with pale let-
tuce green sash, white and green pic-
ture hat; Miss Thorpe, cream serge
coatee and skirt, with lace vest, reliev-

ed with touches of crimson, black hat;
Miss —- Thorpe, cream linen eostunre.

with transparent lace yoke, pretty hat

to correspond; Miss Lusk, blaek sun-

ray pleated Monte Carlo eoat and skirt,
with cream lace vest, cherry coloured
ceinture, blaek hat; Miss Olive Lusk,
black tucked voile, inserted with black
laee, Paris lace vest, collar relieved
With pale blue, blaek hat; Mrs Bob
Lusk,’black voile coatee and skirt out-

lined with black lace applique, worn

over pink chiffon blouse, black plumed
hat; Mrs Roberts was wearing a very
handsome black silk gown with lovely
black lace trimmings, cream laee vest
and pretty black and cream toque: Miss
Gilfillan, pretty cream voile costume
with Paris lace trimmings, heliotrope
sash and white hat with sprays of lilae;
Miss Dagmar Gilfillan, white linen coat

and skirt, the collar of coat inlet with
liaoti insertion, pretty “Country Girl”
hat with pink roses; Miss Birmey, sty-
lish cream eolieime costume, inserted
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