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Snap, the Bull-terrier:

THE STORY OF -A CHRISTMAS DOG,

By ERNEST THOMPSON SETON, Author of “ Wild Animals 1
Have Met,” “Two Little Savages" Etc

It was lata on Christmas Duy when
Sret 1 saw bitn  Early in  the mors-
g I  bhud received u tels-
college :
“Murry Christmaa. Am sending you
semarkable pup; be pelite to him;
wafer.” It would Lave been just lika
Jaek to have sent an infernal maching
or & Skunk rampant and called it & pup,
# 1 awaited the hamper with curiosity.

When it Janded I saw it was marked
“Dangerous,.” and ther came from with-
“Dangerous,” and there eame from with-
Im & high-pitched anar]l ab every slight
provocation.  On peering  through the
wire top I msaw it was not a baby Tiger
but & smal}, white bull-terrier. He snup-
ped at me, nnd at anyuhe or anything
that seemed too abrupt or too near for
proper respect, and hia snarling growls
wers unpleasantly frequent. Dogs have
two growls—one, deep, rumbled and
eherty: that is meant for polite warning
the retort courteous; the other mouthy
and mueb higher in pilch: this ia the
last word ‘Ybeiore actual enalaught.
The Terrier's growls were all of the lat.
ter kind.

I was & doginan and thought I knewall
about Dogn, so dismissing the porier,
E got out my all-round jackknife-tooth-
shovel—e, epecialty of oar Arm—and lift-
«d the netting. Oh yes! I knew all
sabout Doga, The little fury had been
prowling out & new kind of growl for
#ach tap of the tool. and when I turmed
the hox on its side, he made a dash
straight for my lega, 1liad not his foot
netting and held
him T might have been hurt, for his
henrt” was evidently in  his work; but
I stepped on the talle out of reach and
tried to talk to him. I have always be-
lieved in talking to animals. I maintain
that they gather something of our in-
tention at last, even if they do not
vrderstand pur words: bui the dog evi-
drently put me down for & hypeerite and
erorned my appreaches. At first he took
his pnat under the table and kept up &
vireular watch for & leg. trving-to pat
down. I felt sure I could have controll-
rd him  with my eye, but I eanld nnt
bring it {o hear where I was, or rather
where Tie was; thus T was left a prisoner.

T am a verv ceoal person. I flatter mv-
eelf—in fuet. I am a traveller for = hard-
ware firm and we are not exeelled by
any lml perliaps the nosy mentlemen
that sell wearing apparcl. T lit a eigar
rml smeoked crosslesged on the table
nhile my little tyrant below kept watch
for legs. I got aut the telegram and
read it. “Remarkable pup: be polite
to him; it's safer.™ T think it was my
enolnesa rather than my politeness that
did it, for In half an hour the growling
cesncd. Tn an hour he no longer jumped
at a newspaper cautiomsly pushed on
the edae to test his humeur; pessibly the
jrritation of the eave was wearing off,
and by the time I 13t my third cigar he
waddleld out to the fire. and lay down,
not ignoring me. however. T had no rea-
san to eomplain of that kind of con-
tempt. e kept one eve on me, and X
kept lLath eves, mot on him. Ymt on his
stutnpy tail. If that tail ahould swing
Ridleways once I might  fes]l sure 1 was
winning; but it dil not awing. I got a
bonk and put in time on thate tahle
N my legs were cramped and the fire
brrmed low, About tem o'clock it was
chillv. and at half-past ten the fire was
out, and my Christmnas present pot up,
yawned and atretehed, then walked un-
der the hed, whrre he found & fur rug.
Ry stepping lichtle  from the table to
the drreaser. and then an to the mantel-
Kirlf, T nlen reached hed, and, very qutiet-
T unidressing. ent in withont provoking
any critivism from my master. 1 had
not vet fallen asleep when Y heard &
wight mcramhbling  and  felt “thump—
thump” an the bed: then ovar myv frat
erd lree; Snap evidantly had found it
ton eonl dowm below and proncsed to
hpve the beat my houss afforded.

way that [ was very uncomfortable und
tried to readjust mattera, but the slight-
eat wriggle of a tos was enough to make
hirn spup at it so fergely that nothing
bus thick woollan bedclothes saved ma
from being matmed for life,

I was thres hours moving my feet—
= bairs breadith at s time —till they
were 8o that I could sleep in comfort,
and I was awakened several times dur-
ing the night by aogry snarls from the
Dog—1 gupposed hecause I Jdared to
move a muszie without his approval,
though ance I believe he did it aimply
because I was snoring.

In the morniag 1 was ready to get up
before Snap was. You asee I call him
Snap—{iingersnap, in full. Same dogs
are hard to name and some do not
seem %o need it; they name themselves.

I was ready to rise at seven. Bnap
wad not ready till eighi, s0 we rose at
eight. He had litile to say to the man
who made the fire, He allowed me to
dress without doing it an the table.

As I lefi the room to get breakfast
I rernarked:

“Snap, my friend, some mren would
whip yon into a different way, but T
think I know a hetter plan. The doe-
tars nowadsys favour the “no Treakfast
cure.”

It seemed eruel, but 1 left him with-
out food all day- It cost me something
to repaint the dvor where he scratched
it—but at night he was very ready to
accept a little food at my hands.

In n werk we were very good frienda.
H= would sieep at my feet then and
aliow me to maove without snapping at
them with intent to do me sericus
bedily harm. The "no breakfast enre”
had worked wouders; im threa months
we were—we!l, simply man and Dog.
Srap seemed to be without fear. If &
emall Dog came near he would take not
the slightest notice; if a medium-sized
Dog. he would stick his stub of a tail
rigidly up in the’ air, then walk around
him scratching  eontemiptuously  with
his hindfeet, and looking at tha =ky,
the distance, the ground, anything but
the Dag, and noting bis presence only
by frequent Dhigh-pitched growls, 1If
the stranger did not move on at ounee
the battle began, and then the stranger
usually moved an very rapidly. Snap
momefines got worsted, but no amowunt
of sad experienece could ever inspire him
with 2 mrain of eantion. Once, while
driving in a cab during the Dog show,
he caught might of an elephantine B,
Bernard taking an airing, Itas aize
nroused such enthneirsm in Snap’s little
breast that he leaped from the eabh
window to do battle and broke his
leg.

Evidently frar had been left out of
his make-up and its place supplied with
an extre amount of ginger, which was
the reason of his full name. He differ-
ed from all other Doga I had ever known
before. For example, if a boy threw a
stons at him he ram, not away, but
toward the bey, and if the erime were
repeated Sapap toole the law into his
own handa; {hua he was at lesst re-
spected by all. Omly myself and the
porter at the officn sremed to realise
hia good points, and we only were ad-
mitted to the hizh honour of personal
friendship, an honour which I uppreci-
ated more as months went by, and by
milsummer not Carnegle, Vanderbilt
and Aastor together could have ralsed
money enough to hny A quarter of &
share of my little Dog Enap,

CHAPTER II.

Though not & regular traveller, X
went on the road In the sutuma, and
then Snap and the landlady wers left
together with unfortunate develop-
ments: contempt on hls pard, fenr on
hers~and bate on the pard of both.

- 1 was placing & lot of Dard wire in

the sorthern dar of Staten. My letiers
wern fowwarded suse & wrek amd L got
wwveral complaists from the lendlady
about Hnap

Arrivad at Mendoss, In North Dako-
ta, I found & fne macket lor wire. Of
woursa my dealings wera with the g
atezekeepern, but I went mbout mmong
the ranchmen to ge* their presleal
views on the diferent slyles, and thus
I met tha Penrou! brothers’ Cow out-
it

One canoot be long in the Cow cown-
try now without heariug & great deal
abaut the depredations of tha ever
wily and destiuctive Gruy Wolf. The
day has gone Ly wlea these animals

can be poisoned wholesule and they are

= serious drain on the runcher’s profits.
The Penrvof brothers, like most live
Cettlemen, bad givem up all attempts
wt poinoning and trapping and were try-
ing wvuarious breedw of [Dogm as Woll-
hunters, huping to get a little sport out
uf the work of destroving the pests,

Foxhounds had failed; they were too
thio-skinned for fighting; Great Daunea
were ioo slow, and Greyhounds eould
not follow the gmme unle=s they could
wes it. Each breed Ll seme fatal de-
fect, bui the Cowmen hoped to succecd
with & mixed pack, and on the day
when I was invited to join in & Mendosm
Wolf-hunt 1 was much amueed by the
different Logs that formed the pack.
Thers were not & few mongrels, but
there were also a lot of bighly-bred
Doyn, im particulnr some Russizn Woll-
hounds that must have e¢ost a lot of
money, Hilton Penroof, the oldest baw,
“The Master of Hounds,” was unusually
proud of them and expected them tu
do great things.

“Ureyhounds are teo thinskioned to
fight a Wolf, Danes are too slow an’
heavy, but you'll see the fur fly when
the Russians take a hand.”

Thus the Greyhouuds were there am
runners, the Danes as beavy backers,
and the Russinna to do the important
fighting. Thers were also n eouple of
Foxhounds, whose fine hoses were reled
on to follow the trail if the game got
out of view.

It wus a astriking sight as we rode
away among the Radland Buttes that
December duy, the ground bare of
snow. Tha air was bright and erlep
and, though so Iate, there was no frost.
The horses were fresh, and once or twica
showed me how a Cow-pony tries to get
rid of his rider ]

The Doga were kean for sport, and en
the plains we did start one or two gTRy
spots that Rilton snid were Wolves or
Coyotes, The Doga trailed away at
full ery, but at night, beyond the fact
that one of the Greyhounds had a
wound on his shoulder, there was noth-
Ing to show that any of them had been
on g Wolf-hunt.

“It’s my opinion yer fancy Russians
is no good, Hilt,” ssid Garvin, the
younger brother. “I’ll back that little
black Dane against the lot, mongrel an’
all as he is*

"I don’t un’erstan’ it,” growled Hil-
tor. “There min't a Coyote, let alone a
Gray Wolf, kin run away from them
Greyhounds; ihem Foxhounds kin fel-
low & trail three days old, o' the Danes
could livk & Grizzly.”

"I reckon,” maid the father, ‘they kin
Tun, an’ tlhey Xkin track, an' they kin
lick a Grizzly, maybe, but the fac' ia
they don't want to tackle a Gray Wolf,
The hull darn pack is ecairt—an’ 1 wish
we had our morney out o* them.™

Thus the men grumbled and diseussed
a8 I drove away and left them.

There ecemed only one eclution of tha
failure. The Hounda were swift and
strong, but a Gray Wolf seems to ter-
rorize all Dogs. They had not the nerve
to faca him, and eo each time he got
away; and my thoughta flew back to
the fearlesa little Dog thut had shared
my bed for the laat year. How I wish-
sl he were out here; them these fub-
berly glants of Hounds would find a
leader whose nerve would not fail at
the moment of trial.

At Barcka, my mext atop, I gof o
buich of mail and twe lattere Brumn the
landlady-~the firat te eay that “thadh
beast of 8 Dog waa wcting up seandal
vus in wmy rewn” and ths ether, sbill:
wers fercible, damnauing his immediate

Tedaoral

Why not have him expressed to Mo
dozs. I thought It's omly
houra; theyTl g3 to have hAm.
tan tnke him home with e whea I go
through. )

CHAFTER ITL

My next meeting with Glogerunap was
not so different from the flrat as ome
might have expevted. He jurmped on mey
mude much vigorous pretence o bite
and growled frequently, but hiw stump
waggled hard. :

The Penroofs had had a number of
Wolf-bunts wince I wus with them and
wers much disgusted st having mo bet-
ter muccess thun before. The Doge eould
find & Wolf nearly every time they went
ont Lut they could not kill him, and
the men were not near enough to learn
why.

OId Penroof was satisfied that “thar
wasn't one of the hull miserabile
thet had the grit of s Jack-Rabbit.”

We were of ot down the mext day,
The same procession of fne Hermes, wu-
perb riders, the big blue Dogs, the yek
low Dogs, the spotted Dogs as before)
bat there wss » mew feature, a kttly
white Dog that stayed close by mve, and
not only any Dogs, tmt Horses s well,
that came too near were apt to get =
surprise from his teeth. I think he quar-
relled with every man, Horse and Dog
in the country with the exception of &
Bull Terrier belonging to the Mendosa
hotel man. Bhe was the only one small-
er than himself, and they seemed very
good friends. -

I shall never forget the view of tha
bhunt I had that duy. We were on oné
of thosa large, flut-hended buttea that
give & kingdom to the eye, when Hik
ton, who had heen scanning the wasb
eountiry with glisses, remarked: “I sow
him. There he goes, toward Hkall
Creel. Quesm it’s s Coyote”

Now, the first thing is to get the
Greyhounds to mee the prey; not an easy
matter, an they cannot use the glasaes,
and the ground was cavered with suge
brusk hipher than the Dogs’ heada,

But Hilton ealled: “Hu, Hu, Dander®
and leaned aside from his saddle, holding
out his foot at the mame time. Dandey
sprang lightly from the ground, touched
the foot and reached the saddle, aund
thera stood balancing on the Horse,
while Milton kept pointing. “There he
i3, Dander, sic him! sic him! dewn
there.” The Dog gazed earnestly whers
Lis master pointed; then seening to
see, ha leaped to the ground with a slight
yelp and sped away while the other
Doga followed after, in an everlength-
ening procession, and we rode as hard
23 we could behind them, losing tima,
for the ground was cut with gullies,
spotied with badger holes and covered
with rocks and sage that made full speed
toc hazardeus. .

We all fell belind, but I was last, of
course, being least accustomed to the
paddls. We could see the Dogs flying
over the level plain or dropping from
sight in gullies to reappear at the other
side, and wa could see that the proces-
sion lengthened out. Dander, tha Grey-
hound, was the reeognised leuder, and as
we mounted another ridge we got
glimpse of the whole chase—a Coyols
at full speed—the Dogs a-quarter of &
mils behind, but gaining, When next
we say them the Coyote was dead and
the Dogs sitting around panting — all
but two of the Foxhounde and Clinger-
snap,

“Teo late for the fracas,” remerked
Hilton, glancing at the two Foxhounds.
Then he proudly petted Dander. "Didn't
need yer purp after all, ye sec.”

“Iakes & hesp of nerve for ten big
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