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=) gosd sailing breess,” Marlen re-
plied. “We might try u whitf an we
soms back, pevhaps. By the wnay. the
kuska are beginniug to arrive™

“Yes, Mi-s Marsben called my at-
tention to them to-night-" A

#That menns that you slse will wmi-

te shortly,=
‘r‘n'lh'fnr-- the end of the month™

“T ghall miss you, Mr Haslett,  Per-
mit we to say your companion-hip has
been wvery pleasant to me”

“Thank you. I nm by no means ghad
to gu”

“hois 0 years

e T looked my laat
upou Englund. anl 13 of those Fears
have leen spent  here. You  have
gatheral. perhaps, that 1 am an edueat-
el man.™

“Ansurediy

*1 gained the highest degrers of mr
1 am a Ductor of Selence. Senior
. a Fellow of —— Collage ™
rientist pavsed with a fecling of
shovk anl amagement, Tet he reengnis-
ed the statement: were true. t has
always seemed to me that the lizht of

vour daughter's under-tanding  wax
gathersd from mo wmean sonree.”  he
aid.

fshe wauld be considered an elucated

girl in  amy station. 1 suppese. Mg
Haslet! " the elder man sail. hic siep
arreated.

“Undouhtedly.”

vand with regard to her manners—
pardan my continnation of the topic—
13 there anythinge of a wild and out-
landish nature abeut them?”

“Xot 1o my erea. 3ixs Marsden is in
reery respect rompletely charming”

MWaa that rvour fivst Lmpressien?”

“Yeos and my 1.7

The elder man <ivhed as thoneh come
weizht hal bhien lified from his mind
and continved on his wav in  silence.
Arrived at the beach, he bezan #6F ap-
parently anuless ramble from pnint_ 1+
point, Hazletr fullowing iy helind
Now and again he pauzed, Inoking -

tently inte the -iadeow- his hand in
the pocket of his short eoat.
=W revelver. My

dn you carry oA
Aarsdrn?” the seivnzist asked waddenls,
fn matter-of-fact tones,

The other paused and withdrew  his
hand iltily. *1 have enemies, Mr
jigRs| he reniied un

“Weuld you use fires them !

“In eelf-defencr—-ves”

“Mar 1T exhilit the in! of a
friend in =0 surp ement *

It waz a lens wh any realy
came. T feel moverst fo 208 von the

stary, My Haslerr. but

what roel end would s s
it were awn wmeutentarily relie! in
the 1o N

CThoat rood armument, sic?

“Perhaps"

Neither of Phe men spoke amine and
AMr Marsden, almnar i i
the war bk to the hon.e
dove he paun-sd. R
shed for a few minu
prthaps vour walk he
extended.”

Ha<lett chose to interpuet this info a
drire for hi: epmpany. and joined him.

The zhed was a roveh building =ame
fonrteen feet square, fitted with bunk
aml ~leeping mats. A Bre of chone
smoniderl 1 native fushion in a bra-
rizr, and a reuple of camiles ynttered on
a =small table jn the ventre. There wae
s mnell of ecocking in the air, but the
men fad Gnished their mes] and were
I¥ing down.

Mr Marsden ahvancet inta the huild-
Ing  followed by Liz guest  =Well, gen-
tlemren.” he said rheerfu’ly. =iz there
anytiune you aré in need 01! I so. <ay
the word.”

The Doctor maised himsrlf and stood
un. “Nothing, «ir, thark you," he said
“But | um giad yit koked o, beoiuse
there i3 a watter--u pivate matter™
he added with & glanee at Hasdett—eon
which | de-ira to sk your advice.”

Uilly Jome~ conghed ned =at up with
a luok of expectant interest.

Dot gu, Haslett,™ said Qi host
the scienti~t made 1 wotion te w
draw. "1 would ralher vom reesmaiu sl
This is my foend, My 1Lt "helor;
¥ou nved have o hesi o - kg
befure him.  What [he st Y™

“We want to kuow what i~ the proper
colurse to pursue in the wu=o of » man
who Las died while in our company.  lle
witd a feeble ereature, i the bt stage
of conaumption. but  the imnediate
cuuse of his deuth was a sand storm. We
were unable to transport Lis body, but
we burivd him at & zpot which can be
found again, and bow we desize to koow
what it iz incumlwut on ns te do in the
watter o avert any suspiciun wlhich
migrht fall on v un gceount of his sud-
den & A

Haslett noticed  that  the face and
hands of his hust were twitchiog ner-
vously.

“What was the man's nume?”

“Briggs.™

*His appearunce M

“Heo was a wan of wbout vour height,
if vou will excuse the comparison, not
unlike you in feature. Hut jur the ef-
fects of 4 wasting diseasc be might be
said to resemble you."

Marslen seated himseli on the pdoe
of a bunk. frembling violently. and for
awhiles the vorupants of the shed re-
gurded one another in stleee,

TDewd!” mtid Marsden at laat, in a
strained, unnatural voice. “Dend!
Whers ix the evidence ¥

“Tiwre 1 o immediate  proof, of
course; werely my word that it is oo,
We took nuthing from bimy; we buried
him us he was”

SWhat!” exelaimed Marsden vielent-
Ir. springing to his feet. “Youn buried
him as ke was!  Man alive, T would have
paid vou in gold for one atom of evi-
demes that he wns dead at lasi”

Billy Jones tet his feet down to the
zvonml. Wot would yer give, guvnor??
he asked.

“What not. Fifty, a hundred pottnds”

“Then shell out” gaid the litile man,
eagerly. “fur Fve got the blimer evi-
dence in my pocket. XNow., vou Keep
Four faiuds off me. Doctor. I'm guin® to
wind up thiz ‘ere little affair mesclf.
You've ud your sye. now I'm goin’ to
‘ave mine. T see as Pasir "ad these ‘era
pipers in Wiz pocket, and while yon
wasn't Jookin® I nabbed "em. Co= w'r?
T knoo that they'd be wanted, and there
Wwas no sense in buryin® valible dockl-
mwents wirh a eorp.  Paxiy zet great
atore by these pipers, genta: many’s the
time TUve seen 'im sortin™ of ‘em over,
like s sou mye sve a Iabour o' love.
Ra ‘and over the shinies. guvpor. and
thevre yvours”

“1 have mor such a sum in the hovs-™
said Marsden, “but I pledze myself. in
the preseuce of these others, to find you
the 1mev. or give You a cheque on or
banrker« in Aucklaod. Mand me the
deciinents, I Bave o right to thene I
ean esiablish that righr. The man
Briws was my brother”
¥ looked &t the impassioned
courrenance, and cowered as theogh
he s a glost. bat he =il clong fazt
to the little falded bundle, secured with
an vlastic strap, in his band.

“Give them up.” said the
sharplyr.

Rilix locked from fore to face, and
read Jetermination in ail of them. ~ Fre

BY}
-

Daoetor,

you are, them, guvror, I tike your
word." i

*"Yon are safe in duing wo™ maid
Marsden. and, taking the parker, walk-
ed strmizhit out into the night.

Haslert followimy. foumd him waitmg
at the door nf the bose. “Pardon my
forsetfmineas™ the ehier man  waid
“The news 1 have just hewnd bas agita
ted mw et ly, mnd until it s eoafizmed
b ninst ceatinue to be 2 prey to Joulbts
and fear<  1f yvou AR womceive what
freedum mu<r be 10 one who has been
& prisencr. atid worse than a prisoner,
for twenty long, weary Yeara you can
furir tn niew of the state of mind with
which 1 receive rhe firat istimatioa
thut the evil thing has at length paceed
from me for ever. Pur come inside,
aud 1 will tell you what is kmown to no
living wonl, saving only my wife and
myself ™

He led the way into a mmall rovm,
sud. lighting the lamp. invited his
¥isitor to m seat. One end of the apart-
mant was lined with shelves, thiexly
trowded with bouks, snd towards this
the host immediately turned. the Scien-
tist watching bhis movements with
curiosity.

First, from: the eentre of the middls
shelf he remwoved an armful of volumes,
disclosing the wooden lining at the
back. Next he inserted a knife bet seon
the crazks of the boards, until & small
portion fell forward. revealing s vellow
stained envelope in the receptavle be
twern the lining and the woodwnrk of
the houze. With this he returned, and,
seating himself &t the table, drew furth
from the unsealed cover an oblong of
erisp, white paper, which, after a glance,
ke passed in silence to his guest.

In silence Haslett examined it. That
it was a gernine dorument ke had no
doubt, even though the large sum for
which the RBank of England note was

Arawn, and the necessary rarity of notes
for LM might well have
Baspickon

“Waete paper. Nr Haalett.”

“Yea, | am mot highly conversant
wilh comWerciai matiera, bat I presums
thet the dbueucr of thewe two or threa
inches at the righi-hand bottom rorger
renders the documest entirely vahie-
lews ™

Marxlen inclined his Lesd, and. lifting
the sourd packet given him by the
Cackney, slipped off the rlastic hand
mud spread itz contemis before hom.
There was une artivke, a flat jacket,
careiully securvd im 4 waterproot ruver-
ingz. on wlhich his attention waa immne-
dintely fixed. With trembling Bmeers
he reiuoved] the wrappers and separated
the two squires of pasteboard which
encicsed the precious eontent, and from
the corner of an old enveiope finnily
drew forth a triangular serap. For &
moment hix feelmpgs appeared to over-
power him. He put his hand to his
throst s though to etill some nerrous
disgnrbance. _Anticipating the fnale,
the Scientist had arisen, ond now, with
firm finger tips, bending over the seant-
ed man. he brought the two portiona
of the divided note into juxtaposition

“And nowt” asked Marsden, hoarselv.

“The integrity of the Bapk of Eng-
land is bevond question. They received
valie for that note. They will pay valus
for it.”

“And Giod s my witness.” said Mars-
den, rising to hisz feet, “that it is not
the wealth which this man's death
bringa to me which counts with me now.
No doubt it must seem to you an awful
thing that s wan shonld rejoice in tha
death of his only hrother, but befors
rou charge me, even in thought, with in-
humnnity, hear my reascns.’

He trok a few steps up and down the

room snd continued. “The story, sirangs

A cup of Van Houten’s Cocoa
for supper is the best nightcap.

Is »e perfectly digestihle that thare is we
fear of Its cagxiag » bad night's reat Its
hourishing gqualitiss spable the biced to
Wuild np, during alesp, the matier wasted
by the previous day's work, werry, aor
azrvitement. It soothes tha nerves aud is
rlike strengihening, pure ard delicioua

When ardering cocos, don't forget to mention
that & @ ¥an Howten's you wamt

BYCROFT, Limited

i the Awoklend Exhibition

ey with Gud M 1
L R .

T b
Flour Al far Wheatm

Cl

of PLAIN and FANCY BISCUITS.

TY FLOUR MILLS, F¥iZEaes

Eanufacturers of TULIP and SNOWDRIFT Brands of FLOUR, WHEATMEAL,
FORBIDGE MEAL, SELP-BAISING FLOUR, also all kinds

Shortland Street,



