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NCE more the Christmas season har come round, and
there seems avery prospect of better weather for the
holidays iban was enjoyedlast year. Whenthere isso

mnch planning—as in this colony—for outdoor amusements,
the guestion of rain or sun is & very important one; ne
cheerful fire being mvailable, or deeired, B8 & mutuoal
renrdezopus from the uokindness of the elements. Let us
hope the latter will continoe propitioas, so that, all other
circumstances being favoarable, car sincere good wishea to
onr mapy readera for a very Merry Christinas may be
realised in full measnre

For s wonder, the weather last Satarday was all thas
Aucklanders could desire. The Agricoltaral Sports, which
were so unfurtunately deloged laet month, were gone
through with marked eoccess this time. The nicet arus-
iog event was the pony jumping for boys and girls. There
were about thirty boys and one pirl, the latter, therefore,
joined the hauting competition for ladies, a8 in thay

there were only two entries, both being young
girla. Every litile boy seemed to measure his leogth
on the ground, but always got up unhuwii, The

polo match between Auckland and Kibikibi was an
ensy win for the Auncklanders. The huniiog competition
for ladies or geutlemen was not of & very brilliant charac-
ter. Two young ladies, one of them a very amall
girl who bad joined for the pony riders, went Tound
the allotted conrre without any difficalty; the third,
though she bad the use of two horses, could not get over
BOY jumps.

THE third concert of the year by the Wellington Har-
monic Club bas jost taken place at the Opera Huuse,
‘Wellington, where a very large andience wssembled to hear
the re-prodoction of Cowen’s * 8t John'sa Eve." The soluiets
were Mrs J, A, Millar, soprano ; Mrs Kdger, tontralte; Mr
E. J. Hill, tenor ; and Mr W. Day, baritone. Mrs Miller
sang the part of Nancy to perfection, her performance cer-
tainly being the best of all. The music suited her high
®oprane voice, and she mapg it in an wrtistic maunper, her
solo * U Peaceful Night’ being perhaps the gem of theeven-
ing. Mr Hill waa good, but not so good as usual. He
bad mome lovely solos, but could bardly do himself
justice, oot being io really good voice that mght. Hia
doet with Mra Millar, however, wes a truoly artistie
feat, their voices blending admirably. Mrs Edger was
beard fur the fiet time in Wellington in this style of
music, and the audience were very pleased, mithouph,
probably owing to the ardaons vatore of the muosic,
it lacked a little —pot mach—of the necesaary fire. Her

* smoothness and nniformity of tons is her great feature, and
waa exactly what was requoired for the part of Dame
Margaret. Mz: W, Day was unfortunate in making his
debit. He had the very ditticult part of lobert, the rejected
lover, allotted to him, and in hin openiog molo, where he
has to pitch his voice all alons, the archestra emning in im-
mediately after, he failed to do so correctly, takiog a lower
note than that written, which nec:asitated a fresh begin-
ning. This wan, aa someose feelingly remarked, * snough
to put an¥ fellow off,’ bat Me Day, with velisnt effort thas
raived bim in everyons's estimation, began mgain, aod sang
hia part eplendidly. Amateurn shonld certainly be treated
with » littls more ideration on such », and be
given a chord to work upon.  The choruyses went extremely
wall, with perhaps Lhe exception ol one or two soalches by
the female voices, whigh wera fecble. The tenors were not
as strong as usual, which was noticeable in the mals vaice
chorures. Mr Farker conduocted, Mr Meclluil Boyd leading
the orchestrs, in which were several ladies —the Misses
Kennedy, G. Keonedy, Dugdale, ote.

THE firat part of the programme was miscellaneone, and
jncluded * The Naiada' Ly the orchestra, a violin molo by
Mr Buyd, which was accompapied by the orchestra, and a
eouple of Mendelssohn's part songs by the complete choir
Among the ladies who weie singing in the choruses wera
Mesdamea FPaiker, Habens, Sprost, Allen, Beere, Hopgard,
Fell, Barron, McDuff- Boyd, and the Misses Barron, Swain-
son, (iore, Hanimerton, Upham, Johoston, Reeves, ete

THE usnal athletic nports in conmection with the Boys
College, Nelson, were held on Wednesday afternoon.  The
day was lovely, being a real Nelson sunmer day—very hot,
bat with a delightiol cen breeze, and duubtless the beanty
of tbe surrotundings, coupled witn the esunmy weather,
helped to make the day's sporta the euccees they wers,
The Cullege Inoked quite gny with its buntiog Hyiog, and
the terraces brightened by the gay dresses of the ladiea
After the sports were over, the prizes were presented to the
boys by Miss Bell, the matron of the College, who was her.
self precented with & lovely basket of roses. The winner of
the Senior Cup for this year was M. Booar, a Hokitika boy,
nod the Junior Cop winnar waa V. Ewart, a Bleoheim boy.
After the presentation, Lhree hearty cheers were given for
Misa Bell, Mr Gibbe, Mr Fell, and the College governois.
During the afternoon many wese the applicants for the de-
licions tea which wes kindly dispensed by Misa Bell, and
which proved so acceptable to the crowd of thirsty souls.

S0ME swimming matches in coonecticn with the Nelson
Girle’ College came off one morning recently and proved the
meanns of collecting quite & crowd of cnloockera to the
Maitai banks. Some of the contests were very closs, which
made it intersating, and the diviog of one of the popils, Miss
M. Rowley, waa eplemlid, The clob bms the making of
some good swimumere, aod when the races come off in
KFebruary they ought to prove very attractive. Sitting on
the bank and watching the girla were Mrs Robinson, Mrs
Buaony, Mrs Fenwick (Dunedin), Mrs Richmond, Mrs
Sclanders, Mm Mackie, Misses Richmond, Broad, Levien,
Catley, Gibson, Gribben, Tendell, Higyios and Morgan, Mre
Blackett, Mra Harria, etec. The prizes for the different
events had been kindly presented hy Miss Levien, Dr.
Mackie, and Mr Fell and Miss Catley.

Miss STEVENSCN, *‘Glenbolm,’ Remnuera, gave & large
afternoop * At Home,’ last Friday to meet Mrs Doocan
Cleik, who is at present on g virit to them from the Wai-
kato. The aflernoon wae gloriouely fing. Tea, cakes, and
strawberries and cream were served oatside under the de-
lightful epreading trees. An al fresco meal talies away any
atitfoess, and adds to one’s enjoynient. - A Tennis Lawn
was marked out for play, but nvae of the young lady guests
wers evidently equal to the exertion, ms no one volun-
teered. Some of the more energetic did, after moch per-
euacion, play croguet on another lawn. The view ia ex-
ceptionally extensive and beaotiful from * Glenbolm,’ having
auch & picturesque glimpse of the sea.

Muis McMILLAN, * Ardstrath,’ Remnpera, bad B charming
little picoic party to Hunum Falls on Satorday. The
weather was just delighiful for any outing of thia natore.

GoLy in Donedin hae abtracted & good deal of attention
Iately, and &t the golf tournament, which took place st the
Golf Gronnd, Roslyn, there was a fair attendance of on-
lookers, most]y those particularly interested in the game,
A great deal of walkicg was done, many following the
gamas with the keenest interest. On the second day, a
large number of guesta were invited to be present, when
Dunedin played against Christcharch, and groops of ladies
conld be seen all over the immenee groond following the
eourse of sonie game io progress.  Tea wans served in a large
tent, and was very welcome doring the afterncon, which,
slthough very fine, begen to get chiliy as the day wore on.

MUCH excitement was exhibited townrda the nish of the
game, whety as tha Christchurch tady bad won on the pre-
vious day, it was only patnral there shoold bava been great
delight at the Donedin victory the mecond dey. 'The golf
players all wore dark skirts with light shirts, the players
fur Chiistchurch being Mre Lomax-Smith, Mrs Wylder, Mrs
Wigram, aod Mrs Hoyle; for Dooedio, Mra Blilling, Mrs
Melland, Mrs Ugston, and Misa Kute Rattray,

. by the membiers of the Masieal Clab in Nelson.

A BUCCESSFOL Cinderslla danee has been given im the
City Hall, Dopedln. The dunce was got up by the gentle-
men, the Indies providiog sopper. A large sumber of
dancers were present, the races and goif tournsmant bring-
ing wmany atrangers to town. Several ladies took great
pains to decorate the hall, the resnlt being most vatisfas-
tory. The stage was iransformed into u presty little draw-
ing roum, aod the hall draped with flagn, The Rallery
mgde m pleasant resort for dancers, and in all sorts of ooay
corhers chairs were placed. The supper was oxcellent, and
the long tabls looked exeeedlngly pretty, being decormted
the whole length with heliotrope and ecanary-colonred
crinkled paper wrranged very high. Grasses snd larga
arnm lilies nestled amonget this pretty arrangement. A
great many handsome and effective dressee were worn.

THE weather for the Danedia races has been on the whole
fice, and many ladies donned their summer costumes, the
brilliant mornings seeming to warrant the ventare, bat, on.
fortanately, showers fell doring the afterncons. The raig,
bowever, did not spoil the daye' plemsure, an all found
shelter on the stand. The last day was very dieappoioting
&= far aa the wenther wan councerned, but in all other re-
=pects the event was au agreeable cne. -

IT appears, indeed, that the Denedin weather has mach
to auswer fur. The openiry of Lhe Carisbrook Teunis Clab
was postponed several times on that account, and when st
last the day was tinally fixed the raio came down agaio, sad
made all hope of play out of the guestion. Tes was the
great event of the afternocn, the ladiea presiding at the
tables being Mre Rusa, Mm Stock, Mrs Pym, Mrs Meiland,
and the Misses Rattray.

Tue Avckland Choral S iciety bave contributed some very
deliyhtfal coneerts during the year, and the last ohe on
Thursday night wes by no means tha least appreciated of
the eries. Troe, vhe of the bwo vocnlista, Mr Tytherleigh,
way unable, owin to hoarseners, to sing more than three or
funr linea of his fret song, and bad to omit the otherone alto-
retber, bat Mcs Stewart made up excellently for his misfor-
tuce, " The Old Ferryman ' and * The Old Cremona’® wers
very well received, and in responte to vebement encoren tha
indy gave the favourite ballads, * Anld Robig Grey’ and
* Comin’ thro' the Hye.” The light music of * Princess [da’
found moch favuur with the audiences, who seemed to
prefer something not too classical this very hot weather,
The quinteite fur pinnofurte, violia, visla, ’eelle, and ¢contra-
bass, being of the latter order, did not mest with general
spplaase, though to the initiated the playing of Misa Reeve,
Herr Schmidt, Messrs J. B Macfarlane, J. A. Beale, and
H. Q. Brown, wes n treat.  T'we other itenis were also good,
especially Leatners * Fitst Uverture.’ * The Messish,’ on
Tueaday, waa too late for mention this week. The soloists
ware Mrs A, Contes, Misy A. Rimmer, Mesars Archdale
Tayler, snd J. Ferriday,

A VERY enjoyable concart was given the other afternoon,
This in
only the second concert of this young club, and they are
certainly to be congratnlated upon their muosical talenta.
The recitals are now over for this year, but they bave
proved eo useful to yoong musicians that all hope for their
reopening at an early dete next year. Oa this occasion the
parformers were the Misses Crumyp, Jackeon, Moore, Fleet,
M. Crump, B. Richmond, M Pasterson and Mrs Howle,
both the Iatter ladiea delightiog the audience by their sweet
voices. The new plan of baving singing as well as playiog
proved so auccessful snd gave 80 much pleasure that the
menbers onght to continue the practice mext year. It in
also to be hoped are that tims that a new piano will bave
taken the place of the one now used,

THE annual 8ale of Wurk in connection with the Chriat.
chorch Pro Cathedral, Nelson, was heid in the Bishop's
schoul.-reom.. There was a work stall, which contained
many useful and orosmental goods, in charge of Mra
Sclanders, Mrs Richmond, and M Kempthorne; a Howaer
atall, which waa & very attractive portion of the TOOm, WAS
in charge of Misses C. Richmond, Pitt, Sealy, snd Wood ;
 refreshment atall in the care of M Bamford aod Miss
Kempthorne. Daring the sfterncon a8 very enjoyalls con-
cert was given, when Mr Houlker, Mrs Howie, Misses
Haigent and Campbell took part, and 1n the svening musi-
cal itemn wern rendered by Misses Greenfield and Komp-
thorne. A Christmas tree proved a fand of amasemesnt to
the smaller children, of whom there were quite s number
present.

A CONCERT was held the otber evening in the Princess
Theatre, Hastings, the proceeds to be given to the Floods
Fund. A mostesjoyable evening waa speat. The Huatings
brass band played a selection of airs outeide the theatre
befure the concert. Those who took past in the theatrs
were the Misses Ttoach, Stevens, Les, Newton, Collinge,
Kelly, and Messra Eroest Tanner, Percy Herman, H. H,
Huoot, Beilby, nod others. Mr Tanoer's sloging was much
admired. Mr Hermaao played his accompaniments. There
waa n good and appreciative nedieuce.



