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THE PIONEER BICYCLE CLUB.

CHRISTCHURCH, MAORILAND,

BE Pioneer Bicycle Clab, now well known all aver

sbe ‘cycling world, was formad im 1879, with the

Hon. E. C. J. Stavens as presidens, which offize he

still holda. The reeeipts for the Erst year were £15 43,
while for 1888, the year in which Mesers Fred Wood mnd

bty W. D. Bean, and W. H. Langdown. The latter keps
on winpiag wach looger than the majoricy of athiotes, and
when at his beet was uarivalled in the colony., He waa the
quickest man off the mark ever sevn on & Maoriland track ;
eould stay well whes in form (which wasn's always), and
bad & magnificent fnish. He won bis first race from scrateh
in 1883, and his lastin 1891, Daring the interval he raced

ia Maoriland and Ameiies with ;reat success.
W. . Bean was & moet popular champizn. He was not

Mayes. Whatever donbta may have exisied as to the
relative marits of Fealoa and Hall, there waa little doabg
ia the minde of ‘eyclists that the Istter was auperior to
Mayes atuny distanca. Hall bad been on a bicycle less thsa
six monibs when he foond bis way back to the mark ; and,
ustil the advent of the poenmtic tyred macthios, he beld
records at all distances, baring won maoy championshipa,
lnclodiag those af 1690 at all distances. He has nerergiven
the pueamatic machine & fiir trinl, which is to b regratiad,
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Brawn visited the elob, the rece’| tsa amonnted to £599 12s,
and the eredit balance on the yesi's operatinns was over
£125 At the anneal meetieg held that year the members
presented Mr A. Lowry, who is one of the oldeat mem“ers
af the clah, with & handsome gold chroangraph, in reengni-
tion of his servicea to the elab, and to 'eycling generaily.
At the race mestiog held tbia season over 6000 paid for
sdmissing to Lancaster [ark.

In 1850 Messrn Feo'on and Mayea were the foreign
visitoin to the Clob, and the race meeticg promioted this
seanon was the largest ever beld in Maqriland. The atten-
danece at Lancaster Park was 14,000, and £300 was the
amonot of the prize money.

The following year saw T. W. Buast, the beat ‘evelist
Australia bas yet produced, eompeliog st the Fioneer
Bicyclo Clob race meetice  The great gnn was, however,
in very bad health, and did not show anything of his form.
Later on in the same yesr Wally Ker, most popular of New
South Wales riders, paid a.-visit to the Championship mees-
ting beld at Lancester Pack, as a guest of the Pioneer Club,
where he met the cracks of the Club amongst others. The
track was very heavy, just soiting the plucky little Ans-
tralian, who won the Eve, ten, and twenty Gve mile cham-
pionships.  The receipts of the Clab’s meetiog this year
were £425 At the end of the sesson they had a credit
balanca of aboot £200.

1892 saw m very good race meeting, Ker spain risiting
Chrictahoreh ; and Reynolds, of Anckland, sleo mada his
debiif at the 'cycling metropolis. The Anstralisn won the
first-clasa five miles race, and the Northerner showed that
he possessed very Goe sprinting powers.  The balance-sheet
for shin meason shows the Clob well on the eredit side, with
awetaamounting to abont £200, in sddition to their balance
at bankers,

Riders throughout Lhe colony will bear with regret of the
retiremens of Mr Frank Cooper, one of the oldest members
of the Club, who has scted as handicapper for maoy years,
and whoae snccems in this direetion hsa eontributed very
materially to the success of the Clob's meetings

The racing members of she Cloh bave been moet surcens-
ful sinca the initial meetings held in 1879, when Fred Dune-
ford, who is still & member of the Cluh, came to the front,
and kept on in wiuning vein for several seasons, followed

possessed of the roeed of Langdown, or of others that have
followed ; bot he rode with rare judgment, and won many
races from scratch which faster men might have lost from
want of * head.”

Nat Hall followed Bean, agd thongh be Jost several of the
championship and other s¢ratch races, he never met & Latter
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man ‘oo the machine’ than himself, with the exception
perbaps of Fred Wood. He was mn in and oat rider, and
mometimes met defeat nnexpectedly. This wan, in same
cases, dae $o insoflicient condition, but mnre often to lack
of jalgment. He wana clearly oot-generalled by Feafonlsnd

a3, judgiog frum the sneseisea of Hayward, Wilmot, and
others who have forsaken the ordinary for the  pony ‘ racer,
it is probabla Hall wonld bave eoatinned his winning career
for some years yet.

H. A. Soaces, did not start his racing career ootil in his
twenty sixth year. He at once established hims=ell as a
favoarite, owing to hix gameness, and he hasrqueerad home
after many s ponishiog foisk from sheer pluck. Thoaogh
he only stayed on the tzack wm coaple of years, he wun
reveral of the longer championships, and many handieaps
from the mark. He also hetd the tifty miles road record for
veversl years

With the advent of the poenuatic safety, T. 0 M. Ral-
lingshaw came to the front, and in 1891 was the best man
oat, wiobing over £50 worth of prizes at the Pinneer Bicyele
Clab's sanasl meeting. He soun retired from whe track, hin
reticement beiog & great losa to raciay "eyeling i the eclony,
a8 he promired most favonrably at all distances.

W. J. 8. Hayward, who at present holiis al] the New
Zealand championships, slxs the Fire Miles” Championstip
of Australia, bas proved the nwost conaistent rider sinee the
advent of 'cycling in the colony. He has won races at all
distavces Irom the mazk, mod thereahouts At the cham-
pionehip meeting, held last February at Dunedin, he snc-
ceeded in winning all the championships, except the three
miles, in which he rode a Jdead beat with Ker. Hayward
still shows improvement in his ridiog, and it will probably
be m::j years yel before the retirement of * Billy 'is an-
novnced.

Rariog members of the Clab, who hare npheld ita pres-
tige, are too nomerous to mention in a brief +ketch. Amoaong
1he mokt succestfol mav be mentioned : Chrin Wileon, T.
H XNarth, P. Ledsham, J. Martin, ither and Preece

The FPicoeer Cluob has now a comfurtable Club Room.,
well farnished, and provided with papers and periodicals,
the walls being decorated with likenesses of wany famous
‘ayclists of present and bygune seasons.

It muy be mentioned thet the first exhibition of *trick *
riding given in the colony was & performance by the present
' eccenhic” Mayor {eorge, of Christechured at one of the
Pioncer Clob's meetings sbout ten years ago.

The photrgraphs which are here reproduced ars from the
stadio of Standish and Preece, Hivh.atreet, Christehureh,
phatographera to 1he Clab.  Mr EPreece bas taken over o
thooaand photos of ‘esclists and 'eycling groups, and his
collection is prononnced by visiting ‘cyeliste noigae in the
colonies. Mr Preece was one of the origioal mwembers of
the {‘lah.

The ofticers and committee for the present year are; —
Captain, W..J 8. Hayward; vice.captain, H. Thompsan :
hno. secretary, Clement (. Mosa; hon. treasorer, D F.
Marie : eommittes. F. K. Danrfnd, H J. Moan, M. Brown,
U. A Myhre, ;. Raokio, and W. G. Kuberta.
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