TLHE NEW

ZEALAND GRATPHIC

THE RECENT FLOODS AT NAPIER
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F the four elementa—£ire, air, earth, and water—into
which the simple ancient ecosmolegy divided the
nniverse, the second and last are ondoobtedly the

two that have wrought most destruction to mmnkind. If
we conld have the numbers of those who have come toa
sndden end throogh hburricanes or in H0ds aince Naah
emerged insaletyfrom the Bood par excelience,therewould be
w very loag liat of bgures indeed ; probably longer than
corresponding lists of those who have perished throogh
plagae, or famine or by the sword. It is estimated that
some 13 0C5,000 of people have loet their lives by earth-
qnakes vince the beginaoing of history, and the nomber
seems striking enough, but compare it with that of those
who have been drowned by inroads of the sea or overflowieg
of rivers and it rinka intoinsigeificance. Take the record of
the last 16 or 17 years alooe and pick ont the great Hoods of
that pericd. First comes the great tidal wave that passed
over & portion of Chins in 1876 and swept over 200,000 rouls
inteeternity. Then in 1837 the Celestial Empire was agaiu
visited by a fuod, but this time it carried noheard of
disaster with it. After a period of beavy rain that grest
tiver the Hoaog he, burst its soathern bank and inoodated
a great portion of the province Honan, destroyiog boman
lives to the nomber of millions. The next great disaster
that oecars to us is that terrible one at Johnstonville,
Pennsylvania, U.S., where 10,000 lires were lost throngh
the burating of & reservoir. Besidea these three, there have
been many smaller Hooda which, if they have not been at-
tended with heavy loss of life, hare caused extensive
damage to property. The foods in (Jueenaiand might be
cited ma an instance of these.

The size of New Zealand and the pecunliar conformation
of the country are an assurapce to ua that we nay never
greatly fear visitations such aa those which canee bavoe in
the plaine af China. A thesame time we have some rivem
that can pour down no contemptible volume of water, and
when in ond, might prove crery daogeroans in their paseage
throogh some of the low lying valleys. These valleya are,
of course, the places mest liable to inundation. Asthey
contaio the best land they are sare in the futare to be the
moet popalons agricaltural ports of New Zealand. It is
in these places, therefore, thai we may look for our most
memomable foods in the folure. Let us hope they may be
few and very far between.

The recept inondations in Hawke's Bay may appear and
are very iosigoificant indeed compared with some of the
catastrophes alluded to above. WWhen peaple, bowever, are
soffarers te any considerable extent themeelves they are

. not given to look at their sofferings comparatively, and it
would be little consolation to the people of the Bay to be
told that the natives of 1the Hoang ho mustained intinitely
rrreater loas, even when the terrible mortality in the latter
caze is left oot of consideration, Their loms has been sarions
encugh. Fortuoately, the loss of haman life was small,
the Lier. Mr Douglas and Mr Daocan MecFarlane being the

only victim= ; bat, from all accounts, there were many who-

had very narrow and marvelloos esxcapes from death. In
some caes the crews of the rescaing boats at Clive had to

wreach the weather boards from the gable ends of
the houses in order tbat the iomates might escape. It
is not eany to estimate the loss of stock snd the damage
to cropas and property for which the floods mre unswerahble.

REV. 8. DULGLAS.

In a comparatively ehort time, thrusands of eheep and hon.
dreds of cattle and horses mnst have perished, and acres on
acres of ground under culiivation have been inundated, aod
the hopes of whole tarming districts shattared. The flood
waters covered the whole of the low-lying country between
Napier acd Ormondrille, which lies abont sixty miles from
the coast. Oa 1his plain are farma of sl kinds in a most
proeperouns condition. It i eplendidly watered by several
rivers, which take their rise in the Rashine and Kaimanawa
Ranges, and empty themselves into the bay. The country,
as we raid, is flaz and low-lying, so that the result of =
sndden inerease in the volome of these streams may be easily
ooderstood. [t ia one of the finest districta in the eolony.
Clive, which suffered particularty through the flyods, is a
townehip situated in a rich agnenltoral district, seven miles
from Napier, on the southern bank of the Ngaruroro. Its
proximity to Napier, with the enterprise of ite residents,
has made it & prosperous masufactoring centre. 1t pos-
sessen three large beiling down establishments, furnishing
employment to a large number of hands, two cooperages, a
steam flnor will, and a treding steamer, which conveys woal
sud tallow down the river to the large Erglish ships in
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the roadsiesd. The public tark at Farndon, 26 acres in
extent, is the Gnest recreation ground inm Hewke's Bay.
Hastings, whers the devastation by the Goods has been very
serious, ia & boroagh town on the Heretaungs plains, twelve
miles from Napier by rail, the eentra of w vich agricaltoral
and pastaral couniry containing mbont 40 square miles.
The Ngaruroro Rirer is abont 4} miles distant, and the
principal streams ate the Makirikisi and Te-Awa o-to-Aton
Waipaws, which was glso visited by the Aoods, is a town-
ship oa the main line of road and rail between Wellington
and Napiar, distant abont 41 miles lroma Napler. It fa
situatad of 1hs north bank of the Waipaws River, and ja
in the middle of & fertile and advancing districs, Ormond-
ville is & townrhip on the verge of the bush, and in distant
about 20 miles from the Rushine Mountain. It is, how-
ever, in the more northerly portion of the diatriet, elose to
Napier, that the water was highest. The low-lying nature
of the country offers wo protection aguinat foods of wueh &
widespread oatare. It iv & matter for deep regrat that tha
settlers in this disciict, which in now going ahead rapidly,
ahoold have been subjected to sach severs injory and lees
of property as was the cave.

Toe Rev. S. Dunglas, one of the onfortonata gentlemen
who perithed, wan & native of Dalbesstie, in Seotland, and
subsfquently touk his degree of M.A. wt Glasgow Uni-
varsity. He atiended the Iivinity Hall of the Free Church
for two sessions and, comiog out ta New Zealand, completed
hin stodies hers, He was ordained to the Presbyterian
Charch at Kaikonra in 1836, and inducted at Meanee, Port
Napier, in 1889. Me Douglas was greatly esteemed by sll
who koew higy, as a Christian and a gentleman

Mr Doccan M 'Farlane, who shared the same [ate, was a
young man of great promise sad worth. He belonged to
Tyree, where hin father was a minister of the Baptist
Church, He ia most bhighly epoken of by all who knew him

Mra Cobb, phata.
MR DUNCAN M'FARLANE

as ‘e loving brother, a dutiful son, & troe friend, & geoial
companion, & trusted servant, and & man who was geuerous
and considerate to all."

CURIDUS EPITAPHS.

IN Newland Choreh, (loace:tershite :—
On & marble tablet nader the tower of the Charch.

Y nder this Stone loterr’'d doth Lie
The_tlirrour of true Charitie
To God, his Friends, & Country dear,
The reqd Supporter farr & pear.
Hiadaye hee S%ent io peace and Quiat
He pever gaue himselfe Lo riog ;
A Vertue otrange in those hix days
W hen it was scorned & Vice had praise,
He lived long and did Survine
Fully the Years of Seventy Five,
And at ye last expar'd.  hia dape
April the 3th, in (16168,
Chyistopher Houd, Gent.
In Stennoton, Chorchyard, Gloocestershire :—
Tn memory of Wm, Jenkine, who died October 10:h,
1889, aged 91 yearn :
Hereo lles a man whose badge of fame
Was freely won in freedom’s name ;
W howe gen'rous heart and mind aerene
Were tempered by hia judikment clear:
For whom fair virtue sketched a plan,
Apd modelled him an honest mwan.
Tn Helxiogton Churchyard, Wesimoreland : —
To the memory of Mary Garnett, who died 19:h January,
1831, aged 88 years.
Thir |onely t of ground contains
The dust of MAry's laat rermasins.
Her deed s of charlly and worth
Wil be recorded loog on earth.
In Heversham Chorchyard, Westnioreland : —
Te the memory of William Whalley, who died 11
February, 1786, aged 65 yeara,
What kind of & man he wan
1he Last Day will discores,




