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THE WORLDS FIRST .LADY MAYOR.

- MRS YATES,

MATOR OF ONBEEOTNGA,

AN INTERVIEW.—Ses Itlustration Front Page.

N o one-storied, véerandahed, and garden-girt villa in one
of the qnietest byways of gniet Qnehnnga lives the
firss lady Mayor of the British Empire—Mrs Yates,

Mayor of Uahnugn. Stodenta of humano nature
who delight in forming theoretia jdema ol sharacter from
the sorronndings of the wmahject nnder their examina-
tion wnuld b3 pazzled to find any distivgulshing trait so far
as the exterior of the bouse is concerned, i ia the likeness
of 8o many of nor New Zualand homes—a amall and com-
pact eottage vills, ita front garden fragraat with flwers,
and {ta wiodowa gladdened with & lovely view of bloe
waters and cloud flacked skiew.  Yat assaredly
MRS YATES I8 NU ORDINARY WOMAN.

Just na thers are men whose heads and faces give one an
immediate impression of abrength and broad intellectuality
far nbove the average, so there are women, and the lady
Mayor of Onehooga is one of them.

Lt in needless to deseribe the persona! appearance of Mrs
Yates at any length. Qo the front page is repreduced the
photograph specially taken by Me Pegler, of Gnehunga, an
admirable and faithfnl likenesa. It will L3 eeen that Mrs
Yates is not by any means the masenline-lookiog personage
most people would picture to themselves. Awsa matter of
fact, the set expression, inevitable in the very beat photo-
graphs, makes M Yatea appear a trifle more atern leoking
than she ie. Even in repose, her face ia not of the hard,
bosiness type wa have been accostomed to mssociate with
the leaders of the woman movement, and when mobile, ra.
flecting the play of interests and emations, is

A KINDLY AND VERY WOMANLY FACE
Neither may you cateh any glimpse of maseulinity about her
attire. It is nsefol, and in the present mode, That the
advanced school of dress reformers have yet to convers Mra
Yates ia comfortably and sgreeably evident.

Thongh natorally very bnay attendiog to the deluge of
cortespondence which has fallen on her since her election,
the Mayor very kindly afforded » GRAPRIC interviewer a
long and most interesting conversation. The pretty draw.
ing room in which the interview took place was an
eninently feminine retreat, containing no indication that
the home of a lady devoted to political and municipal
matters was or need be one whit less homelike and pretry
than that of the society child wife whom Ibsen charaeter-
ised in the ' Dull's House,’ and Dickens in * Darid Copper-
Beld.’

‘I have
ALWAYS TAKEN AN INTEREST LN POLITICS AND BOROUGH

AFFAIRS,

esid Mrs Yates, in abswer to a groucd.-breaking query,
“and eapnot say that any apecial event ever turned my at-
tention that way. ‘Yhen Mr Yates entered the Borough
Conacil at Onehunga that interest was, of course, incrensed,
and when he was for four successive tarms elected Mayor I
wasa able to be of considerable mssiataycs to him, and en-
joyed helping him in the sxceptivoally bard work of that
time. WWheno Mr Yates retired, conzequent on ill-health, L

THOUGHT OF STANDING FOR MAYOR SOME YLARS AGOD,
Yot my husband did not eare that I shonld do so ab that
time. [ should not have done so probably this time but
tbat there seemed no chance of the right sort of man coning
forwatrd 1o contest the seat with the retiring mayor, with
whoee policy I, with maoy others, did not agres,

1 WAS ASKED TO STAND FOR MAVOR, I DID, AND WAaS
ELECTED.’

M Yates wan not grestly concerned uver the affair,
She wished to get i, ay she has a stropg belief ahe can do
good, providing the cordiai eo-operating of the councillor is
extended to her, but she in no way attempted 1o infloence
the electors by canvass. Directly the result became known

SCORKS OF CONGRATULATIONS POURED IN.
They came from all sortsa and conditions of men, from
membera of Parlisment, from woman, from nien, and s long

CONGRATULATORY TELEGRAM FROM MR SEDDON,
' The New Zealand Parligment,” o ran the Premier's wire,
! led the van in granting the franchise to ladies. Tt woe re-
served fur the burgesses of Gaehunga to elect the first Ludy
Muyor in the Britwh Ewpire, ] heartily congratulate you
in having attained that greal disfinclion.
'R, J. SEDDON."

Thie telegram and the others were shown with bhonest and
natura! pride, Bub the mast interestlog letter is from a
member of the Auckland Union Parlismeot, of which, it
will be remembered, Mra Yates wns the fret lady member.
The letter congratulates her on being tbe fimst lady Mayor,
but poiats out that there have been

LADIES ON THE BENCH IN THE OLDEN TIME
The Conntess of Richmond, mother of Henry VIIL, sat on
the bench as & Justice of the Peace. Lady Anne of Pem-
broke, Dorest, and Montgoniery sat on the bench aa Heredi.
tary Sheriff in the reign of Henry VLI At the Appleby
Assize she took her seat on the bench with tha Judge wud
forwarded the conrse of jnatice. In the eame centary the
Harlean MSS relates that Murris Berkelay, Nickolas Points
wud a rictous company of their servants entered the park of
Lady Barkeley atd killed some desr and set a hay rick on
firs. The Lady Berkeley repaired to Conrt and msde her
complaint, whew the King granted her a special commission
under the great seal to enguire into these riots and misde-
meannura. Lady Berkeley herself was made one of the
Commissioners, She retnrned to Gloneester, opened tha
enmumirsion, and sat on the bench at the puhlic ressions.
Bat these are the illustriona dead, and Mrs Yatea is tha
on'y tady Jastize in the British Duminions with the single
exception of the Queen bhersell.
A COINCIDENCE: DECEMBER HER LUCKY MONTH.

By a carious evincidence December has been connected
with the three most impnritant events in the life of Mrs
Yatea. In Decemher, 1853, she arrived in New Zealand
from Home. In December, 1B75, slio warded Mr Yales,
In December, 1893, she ia installed Mayor of Unebhonga
It may be here mentinned that besides being frst Lady
Mayor of Ouebungs, Mrs Yalea was the first lady in that
electorate to record her vote nnder the new Franchise
Act.

It wae inevitable that the conversation should tornon the
affairs of the Borough. At present, owing to what Mrs
Yates cousiders a reign of extravagance, the outlook is
rather gloomy, bat the new Mayor hag ret ber minvd on
putting the Borongh to rights, and is determined w do it.

A MUNIQIPAL REFORMER—MORE WOHK AND LESS WORDS.

Mrs Yates {s ardent for certain reforms, more especially
¥ mote systematic and lesa talkative maunner of doing busi-
ness. 'l am most anxious,’ she says, ' to make a change in
the way business is cartied on. There is both in berough
councils, and in Parliament, too, s great deal too much
talk. I would do what haa been found nececanry in Eng-
land lately. Mean often get up aud talk at these meetings
just to waate time as they do in Parliament.’ She

MEAXS TO TRY AND STOP SPOUTING.
*In my opinion,” says the lady, *no one shoold be sllowed
to waste time, as, for instance, Mc Buckland wasted time
in the last Parlisment. 1 am determined they shall not in
the Council if I can help it. There will be s
TIME LIMIT FOR SPEAKERS,
if I can manage it. No more than ffteen misutes for any
speaker oo B motion, and five mioutes for reply.

+ At borough mestings, too, I would have all notices of
motion sod propositions formally received at one meeting
and held over te the next fortgight. Theu the Cuunciilors
wonld have thought out what to do, aud avoid vapouring as
shey did over a certain question lately."

FENALTIES FOR BESIGNATION.

There rhoold, Mrs Yates thinks, be a penaliy for an
elected conncillor resigning befure his term is up, save on
some really adequste excuse.  This led to a question aa to
tbe resignations which bave taken place since she wan
mrde Mayor. Mrs Yates aays that she does not believe
these resignations are cansed by & lady having been ereated
mayor, but that they are simply a following of the retiring
mayor, who prefer to retire with him. Anether reform she
would like to see, she will tell you, would be,

LADY JURORS AND LADY POLICE WAKDERS

The lady jurors might with great advantape be employed
in caves whers wonien bring certain charges against men,
These cases would be better sifted, sod the results would
generslly, she thioks, be found to fasour the men, aa
frandulent cases would stand a far better chance of ex-
posure.

WOMEN WARDERS AT THE POLICE COURT
are, she thiuks, s resl wecessity. Nu womnn, however de-
graded, but sbould beve women to look alcer thew, if caly
to avuid such cases ms that now ca in Aocklsod, where the
girls accased the police of ineulting them. Such accusa-
tions shoald ba impossible,
MRS YATER, M.1.R.,

s not uulikely probability. ' Will you go iato Varlisnent,
if women are eventually allowed to eoter the bouse Y’ asked
the interviewer.

15hall I gst people to send ma there ! apswered the lady
smartly. *1f § do [ aball certainly go. I think women are

qaite aa well able Lo legislate as men—at least the edacated
wonen who have learned to take an interest in matters
politio. OF sourss, there are empty headed women as thers
are empty-headed men, and or the whole I nast admit
foolish women are more foolish than foolish men. If wonen
g0 ioto Parlisment,’ she contioues, *it will sarely be &
mized Parliament.’

*How mbout Bir George Grey's Leplalative Councll of
women ¥

*Well, I think b was joking,’ she moswers. * There are
no quéstions which eannot be discussed in & proper manner
by A mixed assemblage. Nothing which conld not be maid
bejora woman (no falee shame) should be said in the Legis-
lature. That is my view,’ said Mre Yates, emphatically.

1o the conrse of & chat on general politics it became evi-
dent to the interviewer that
MRS YATRS I8 STRONGLY CONSEEVATIVE IN MAKY POINTS.
Bhe in mot grestly easmoured of voting by ballut, confessing
s weakners for open voting. * Of course,' she eaid, ‘it is
ohjseted that this means that emiployés vole for their
masters. 1 do oot see that it is sbeolutely necessary, but
i many ceses I think & man should, nnleas he haa very
strong opinions, vote jor the man who sappliea him with
work, that is, bread apd botter. A feeling of gratitude
wonld make bim wish to." The interviewer took a different
view, sod Mrss Yatea carefally explained that she did not
thiok s man should sacrifice his political opinione, but that
if he was tu be influenced, and most of the many-headed are,
she contends that tha best man to influence them is their
employer. The firat Iady Mayor is

NO BELIRVER IN ONE MAN OXE VOTE,

snd in munpicipal elections she thinka that ouly property.
awners should bave & vote. ‘Yoo see,’ she says, * the mere
rent-payer doesn's care what expense the towa ie run into.
If ke is a tradesrmnn he ealeulates it the more money apent
the more trade, aod if tha rates get excessive ha can slways
move oh, leaviog the unfortunate property ownera to bear
the burden of extravagance which he and others like him
have encoursged.’

*MOST EMPCHATICALLY I AM NOT A PROUIRITIONIST,
said Mrs Yates, when the conversational stream was care-
fuliy torped in this direction. *I regard Probibition aa
an attempt to infringe the liberty of the sabject, It is un-
questionable that there is & vast amount of harm done by
over indulgence in liguor, but yoo might an well stop fuot-
ball by law becanse same people occarionally et killed at
it. I consider,” she went on, 'it would be a
RURNING SHAME TO ROI THE WORKING MAN OF HIS BEER.
Prohibition would not injure the rich ; they would import
liquor ; bat it would fall na the ponr man, who has every
right to thoose for himeelf. Let the new lill be given a
trial, at any rate. The real way to reform lies in better
looking after the quality of the drink sold, seeing it ia not
adulterated.  Bual,’ she continaes, with & certain sir of
weRrineas,

' THIS COLONY SUFFERS FROM OVER-LEGISLATION.

We want & breathing time-—a time in which the lawe, al-

ready made, can be tried and tested. Yhat is the use of

makiog a law and repesliog it before you have even tried

it ! Why dou't they let the Ligquor Bill have a trial! But

there's that Robart Siout stumping bhe colony with hia

Direct Veto Bull already ' (this with great contempt), *lo-

deed,’ says Mre Yates, * it would be

A BLESSING FOR THE COLONY TO HAVE
REST FROM LAW MAKING.'

So meay of us thiak. And now this imperfect scconnt of
& most interesting ioterview must coma to an end. It will,
at least, bave ehown that Uoehuoga’s new Mayor ie & hard
thinker, and far from an ordinary woman.

A TEN YEATS'

Kavrizoic is the peculinr sud somewbat bizarre Litle given
by twu Auckined ladies to their studio, one of the prettiest
in tbe nurthean capitsl. Io conaection with art teachiog
the Kaliz vic has beceme 8 sort of rendezvuuns lor thote who
like beautiful things, as tha 100ma are stocked with a
profusion of exquisite works of art—oarticles de virtu,
psinted tebles, draped mirrere, and a hoat of oLher beautiful
thinga. Coneiderable interest is being displayed over the
Art U ion by which these are to be distributed, and tickets
are being widely bought. It isnot at all & bad ides to send
one of Lhese ticketa as & Christmas casrd to & friend. If b
turos up & lecky nomber, you carn an amount of gratitude
sltogether dimproportionate to the bumble cutlay of &
shilling, which is afier all vnly the price of a decent cird.

Tie Blerkeim bachelors= Messrs Howe, 8. Hodwon,
Panley, Smith, 8 Griftiths, Richmond, and E. Counoliy—
bad guite = little wurprise for their visiturs, having wn-
earibed & musician of wonderful talent to play the davee
masic. No one koew lijs oame beyond the fact that he wan
called * Arthur,” but his playing was certaioly divine, and
the muric he discoursed moat eloguent. The girle had =
splendid time; wor were the chapernoes forgutten. Tho
hnate were most sitentive, and nothiog could exceed the en-
joyment of everybudy. At 230 am. *Auld Lsog Syoe’
was sung by everybwdy standing in & ring un the flor of the
hall. Tuen the giila gave three hearty cheers fur Hlen-
heim, which waa as heartily returned fur Iticvon by the
Blenheim hoats, who drove back to their bone in the wwo-
ing esrly.



