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ETCHINGS FROM THE EMPIRE CITY.

BY THRHN ATTOORATIO IDLHAR.

A few minntes’ walk from the basiest centre
Oamp Mast- .t Wellington takea os to Poarce’s Paddock
"EI% 4t the and of Willis-strect, where the Seventh
Wallington. 1),y Adventisty are bolding thelr second
Aanual Conferenos in thess lalands—the first having been
hold at Napier lsat March, I think. The paddock ia quite
s socloded spot, well protected from the wind by trees and
honses ; it in wall awarded with grass, and the *lay of the
ground,' I waa informed, was eapecially lavourmble for a
oamp meeting. An immenss maiqoea nccupica the erntre
of the enclosure, and on sither side ara amall streets of well-
squipped, spacinus, and very nicely furnished tents, all
clean and new. Bomething like a havndred persona (mele
and femnle) from wll parta of New Zealand are ac
present living in theea tenta, whara they propnss to remain
till the middle of the month. A reatanrsnt, honk depfr,
and lodging tenta are provided : near the paddock gate iu a
reception tent, farpished like & drawing room, and full of
South Bea Irland curics (amongst which sie some Leantifal
paintings of sen scenes on large shalls), and here visitors are
afforded all information, and treated with extreme civility.
In America these camp meslings are an important and
well-aatablished religions insticution, but aa this Welling-
ton wmeeting was slmoat tha fimt of ite kind in New Zea-
land, I thoughs it worth while to give evan a beautifal
Bunday morning ap to—whatever [ fonnd thers,
l.. ... .-'
Perhapa, fimt of 811, yon may desire to know
who and what these pecoliar people, tha
Seventh Day Adventlsts are, and how they
Adventsts. 1., when one looksat them together! As
to the last, they appear to be very vespectable, and very
earnest people. A lady whom we found in the reception
tent will giva us & general idea of what we want to know,
a8 to their religions views, and the work they have cot out
for themselves, I nndematand the lady in gqoestion [whe
happened, accidentally, to be in the tent st the time of our
visit) ia a dentist from Napier, enjoying so extensive prae-
tice : & very eapable professional womao, making 8 good
deal of money at her employment, and giving the greater
part of it to the canse. There wan something about her
which took my fancy—she Inoked straight in one's face
with clear groy eyes : she gave you, at cuce, &b im pression
of sincerity—one of the very rarest of qualities, eepecially
smongat sects, in these times. The Seventh Day Adven-
tiats, she anid, observed Satarday ma Sunday, the Bihle
having so directed ; they believed that *the Lord wonld
provide '—tberefore they Jaid nnt up treasures ocpon earth—
aud they hnew that the second coming of Christ was closs
at hand. As to this latter helief, I ventured to eay that
people had existed for hundreds of yeara who were com-
vineed of the same thing ; bot I did not like to tell her—as
I might bave done—that St. Paul himeelf was of this
opinion immediately, s0 to speak, after the eruclfixion of
oar Saviomr. Fartberinore, the lady gave me some account
of ber pearches for trath amougmt the churches, and her
total inability to find reas for the wsoles of her feeb
smongst demomiontiops who did nob practics what they
preached, She grew eloquent abont the Bible — the
Bible, when one ocame to read snd grasp bthe real
menning of its moat bazy aod mazy chaptern—and in-
formed tne that there was & terrible condemmuation in
store for thoss thousand« and thourands of ministers of the
pel who totally ignored the goapel in living their own
ives. I may say thi: was :he hest news [ had heard for &
long time. Although not exartly n Seventh Day Adventist,
I bave long felt & baming desire that somebody should
preach to the pamsons ; that somehody should tell thewm how
wolully they misapprebend their daty and their miesion on
this sarth ! However, the lady dentiat from Napier, will,
probably do the businesa in the mesntime. It purzles ber
exceodingly how a bishop can draw £15,000 & year and live
in & prlsce, when the bishop's Master had not where to lay
His hend ; 80 it doee ma. These Seventh Day Adventista
have no bazaars, no ratfies ; nonw of onr pecaliar expedients
for raising the chorch wind They bave no tronbla sa to
the incomes of their teschers mud paators; they have no
pew rents.  Every man and wormsn gives & tenth of bis or
ber lncome or earniogs to the geoernl fond, and if thet is
not wuificient, why they jnst give more. Aud-—bowever
they manage it—they do mansge tn present & very comfor-
table sod contented sppearance before each other, mnd be.
fore the geveral public,
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A certain air of psace aod repose, indeed,
pervaded the entire encampment I went
abont ths grouods leisurely and saw some-
thiog of the camp lfs of this remarksbls
sommunity. Insome of the enclosnres were men, in others

woinen, sddreseing small gatherioge of people, seated on
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Anstrignobairs for the mont part, although there was no lack
ol other, and aven mush better reating sscommodation. The
style of dissonrse was generslly, peculisr. In ons tentan
American gentlemas was deacribing the progress of the
work all over the world. 1 could besr very littla of what
he said, se the tent in which he spoke was already fully
oocupisd when I arrived vhers, Home of the women
prasabers also ssna from the Unived Sinten [ heard a dis-
ocontes in the large wArques from & Histar White—who
stated her usnal bosiness was ¢ writing,' whatever that
meaps-and T am obliged to say thar ic was the most
earneat and practical address I bave heard delivered before
& songregation of bnman erestores on Sunday for twenty
years. It was, chiefly, addressed to parents; and if
shildren were oniy brought np e this lady said they onght
to be, thers wonld be no fear at all for the rising gevera-
tion. I believe this preachar camea direstly from Anckland ;
bat there waa in her sccent, apd in har occaricnal goaint-
nessas, 8 Yankea suggestion which was by no meann dis.
sgreeable. Bome bondredsof persons, not belonging to the
Adventists, listened to Sister White with great attention
for more than an hour, :

- "I I-O
A sample of the rort of tensts thesa people

Advica inculeate will, better perbaps than suny de-
to ecription of mine, convey an ides of sheir
Qira,

teaching. Just listen to this, for instance,
addressed to yonng girls : —* What in the uss of being plain,
girls, when you can all be beautiful jost as well as not?
Why be plain any lobger? If you have the whits light of
the moal within, it will abine throngh the muddiest
complexions, and the thickest swarma uf freckles| In
ean re.shape snnb noses, aud wry moaths: it can burmish
red hair until it sbioes like gold ! It can transferm the
very plaineat among you lato an sogel of delight, Why be
plain, then, girls, any longer, when the lovelitess of a pure
spirit imparts ite charm to everything connected with it?
Or take this, addressed to vhe people in general: * All
sroond os go weary toilers, with burdened bands, weary feet,
sching bearte. The myntery of life's toile, and sin, and
sorrow, and saffering, seems unfathomable. Many question
an 10 the existenoe of & God of love; and in their sffliction
tee]l they conld cnrse God amd diel To all snch weary
mortals Cheist and His second coming is the only hope !
Turn ye theo, for why will ye die?

‘ - .'. .

And now, oo donht, you, being alreadg guite

A well scquainted with my mockiog aud acntf.
Flnancial ing epirit, will expect that this is about the
Buccest.  ;lace where the langh eonses in {~or shoald

come fn: my humour is s trifle heavy sometimes and isn't

slways & success —mlthough others may oot sayso). My
respacted friend : | haveo't the smallest intention of laugh-
iog at these people. T dare say they sre guite mistaken as
to some thioga—even of that 1 am not guite coek nure :
there ia nothing more ilingiral than to be cock aure about
soy religioos guestion whatever, Let os laugh ; let us roar
$ill our sidea ache, if yoo will, at shams and hollow inein-
perities, snd conventionalities ot all kinde: but bere we
bave, snyhow, dowanright earaest, honest folk snd for my
part 1 bave no words hut words of respect for thew.
Let me meotion, too, that, slthough they sre baot a
mere handfol of beiugs in these ielanda ; here s fow, thera
» few, in every town of importance in New Zealand, and
she total number very insignificant indeed; yet in the
populnua gonntries of the world chev cuouat their adharenta
by is and tb de, and their anvaal church
ravenue st some millivns of pounds. They have vast pob-
lishing offices for the iseus of books and periadicals, they
have prest colleges, medieal nod surgical sanatorioms on
gigantio scales in varions States, and they issve, annually,
s year book, which I ind full of the most interesting and
even startlingly mew information. Last year they had m
surplaos of £33,000, after providing for ali liabilities, It is
ope chureb in twenty that baa little diflicalty in making
both ends meet ; and a church with & sarploa is very seldom
heard of. Buat when we ge: a charch with & sarplas of
£33,000 we oan't laogh moch at it-—I don't, indeed, see
why it should oot be the other way-—they might very well
be excused for laughing at ua! However, they are too
much in earnest to do anything but work : nod st work we
Jeare them, and pass out of the camp gateway.
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Nu nue mskes any apology for the stage now,
nor has soch been done for several years past.
The mimple fact {4, that the stage, in thesa
Iater tinies, bas forged ahead so fast as bo be goite even, in
our times, with any prolessicn, howaver bigh, The finisbed
aotor is, in social atatus, the equal, to dey, of sny geatle-
man in the !and, mod the wcoomplished motress: is & far
saperior aud more refined person than even soms of the

-
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Miss Myra
Kamble,

much soaght after and bepraisad female sensational nove-
Yista ; and ranke—if she be, indeed, an srtiste—an bigh as
any odocated lady in any country. Bo thay it has come to
pass thas actors—actors who ean really wet—reguire no-
more vindication than the members of mny other
profession, or the followers of any other art. Ib was
Macready who began ths work of elevsting and purify.
ing the stage: the Keams followed; snd what these
wenioses lefe undone, or were unable to accom-
plish, was completed by present day professionals like
Henry Irving, the Banerofts, and others, who swept away
the few remminiog stage reprosches, and when these re-
proaches were removed, all intelligent prejudices—if any
prajudices can ba called intelligens — disappeared. Of
sourss thers are some parsons still is the world who have
yet somethiog to say against the art of the actor—jnat as
there mre stiil peopla in the wortd who are horrified on look.
ing st the most artistic sud famons picture in the nude.
If vhesa penpla have any intelligence, they are not sincers,
and if they are eincers, they have no intelligence. Inm
either ease, thorefore, they ate of no earthly account.
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1 felt somse disappoinitment when Misa Kemble

:::u informed me nhe was Dot & Dublin girl—asa I
fin bad hoped her to be. There ia a charm and
Boautias,

grace of manner ; of style, voice, and cntline
abount the Dublin girl which one finde very seldom the exact
connterpart of, in the sawme degres, in any other girl.
Soma very splendid samples of what Dublin ean produce in
this way were known, a few years ago as the * Foabery
girls,’ in Dunedin —one of whom married Dr, Maunsell, and
the other beanty, Mr Mills, of the Union Company, Miss
Kemble reminded me greatly of the Misses Fosbery; and
when ahe told me that she waa born in Sligo, I gave Sligo
more credit than evar 1 did before in my life. And, after
all, 8lige is pot su far from the city of fair women. None
of the nomercns likenessea that I bave seen of Miss
Kemble, wre exsetly like her; auod, indeed, she appears
to take a tantsli-ing plesaure in juet giving 6 suggestion -
of her bewitchivgness-—and then leaving one to fill in
the details. A very fine three-qnarter painting of Mise
Kemble waa shown bers: but even in this, the best half of
the lady'es eountenance is hidden by the handkerchief which
she teazes the observer with ; and she photos are, many of
them, juss as provoking. However, as the likenesses are—
like the Presbyterian sermon-—not quite satisfying, the
better way would be to describe the lady, Well, even that
fcan'tdo. | know that her hair is e light golden ; that
her figare is absolutely perfect; that she is above the
widdle height, that her complexion ia that of the lily of the
vallay, or, for vhat master, of the Nile—and that is all [ can
say. I wade & certain dame very wild indeed, and she -
stamped ber little foot with vexation, when I told her I
teally had nut the smallest idea how, or in what solour,
Mias Kewble waa srrayed—* All I can aay, Madam, is," 1
said, *that she was dressed in the neatest, most taatefal,
shd eimple manner possible I’

.'. "‘ ..I
a There i noy, ] suppose, an sctresa better
Gramatic known or more highly valued in the _mlnnien
than Mies Kemble. I bhappened to be in
Geniuw,

Sydney when Miss Kemble came back there,
after her retarn from England, with ' Dr. Bill.' The play
was far more popelar in Anstralis than in New Zealand,
and in Sydoey it was perbaps more popular than anywhere
else. Misa Kemble is, indeed, an immense favoarite with
the Syduney people, and her home is near that city. Itis
perhape as a comedienne that this delightful actresa enjoys
the widest reputation. Butshe ia a dramatio genios—and
therefore her powers extend over the whole dramatic field.
Thers is not, even in London, an actreas who ean fill the
part of Leslie Brudenell {in ' The Profligate ) better—and
that i» somewhat of & tragic charmcter, aud sa difficult &
part, perhaps, s ever & womap played, On this great play
the curtain fell for the last time in Wellington, to-nighs ;
and to-morrow the gifted actress and her brillinnt company
go northwarda. I shall be giad to hear that crowded houses
meet one of the most talented snd favourite of actresses,
and ns altogether charming & lady aa there is in all Anstra-
1asin,
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