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baring departad without any disturbanee, in the morning,
returned st night with two police rfficers 5 and, summoning
il bis servants, insisted npon an immediate search of their
rooms, their boxes, wnd their effects. It was done ae.
eordingly, and, in & trank belonging to the servant Gardner
were foond the ring and the diamond appertainiog to it 3
bot the jawsel was detached from its setting. and sppeared
to hava been secoped out with soma violetce. 'I'ha object,
apparently, was to effect m separats, immediate, and nnde-
tected sala.  Gardner, who seemed overwhelmed with as.
toninhment, proteased himeelf i t; bgr, of conrse,
he was eonsigned to the hands of tha twa ofticers, Bob-
sequently, at the assizes, the man was liberated, aa
there appeared no prosecotor, What hecams of the
eervant whoss character was thos blasted transpired not
for some time.  Perbaps a year might have alapsed, when
one day, at the Chatnworth Parsonage, or Rectory, whers
the new Rector was in want of & servaot, there presented
himnelf, as desirous of tha vacant place, & very proper-looking
man named Gardner, You will remember that tha Rectory
in gnesation was in & part of Eogland remote froms Mr Win-
mere's present county, the local news of which, mora
especlally in trivial matters, such as an cbaenre indictment
never pnshed to a conclusion, did ook penetrate to 8o great
a distance. The Hector knew nothing about Gatdoer's pre.
vinus secneatinn and exposure. Hae asked for his character.
The man produced a five years’ charaster from Lord Hailey,
then abroad ; adding that since quitting his Lordship's ser-
vice he had lived with bhis own mnther, just dead. The
parson, finding the man very tractable in respect to wages,
engaged him. Thie happened in Camberland, whila Mr
Winmere was absent from his home, which was in Wales.
He was absent in Paris, whence he wrote to Agnes, who
had the habit of keeping all his letters, as he knew. Now,
the Rev. Mr Curton's new servant, Gardner, about two
months after he bad been engaged, disappeared suddenly
from the Rectory, and was never heard of more, An-
other month, daring whichk Mr Winmers contipned to
write from Paris, to Agnea—but giving her no address—
elapsed ; and then that gentleman returned home. | forgot
to tell you & singnlaz little thing which had orenrred, on
the occasion when Winmere brought, as you will remem-
ber, the two police-officera to search hia mervants’ effects,
and altimately to take the man Lardner into enstody.
Winmere had then treated the two officers with refresh-
ments, had himeelf sat and thatted in their company, and
bad repeatedly desipnated Agneas t7 them as *' fiis mastress
I now retarn. When he came home irom Paris, he etayed
about & month ; and then left the cottage and Agnes, [t
ity the loszt time she ever smww him, He had told her for
what amount abe could draw on his banker periodically,
and she lived with her child alone. 8he grieved not mueh,
you may snpposs, At hia continued sbsence ; until, one
day, she saw in the papera the annoancement, in customary
form, of her hosband's marriape with the beautiful Misa
W) borowgh, **only daaghter and heiress of C. Wyboroogh,
of , Kaq., ete" pass over her amazement, her
horror, her reflections, on the consequences to Agnes, her
only ¢hild, thus paraded for ever aa illegitimate. Her
firat step war to basten to London to see Winmere;
which she found ebe conld in no manaer accomplish,
being ntendily referred, as an impodent impostress, to his
solicitor, She then consulted a lawyer, whose firat demand
was to ree the certiticate or attested copy of the register in
which her marriage was recorded. She conld prodace no
such deeument, bot still avowed her determination to obtain
from the law jastice to herself and to ber child. The next
Erneeeding was a jouroey to Comberland, in company with

er legal adviser {a clever man), to inspect the register
itself. Btrange to eay, they found that not only the page
econtaining what coocerned her, but roany other pages,
affacting entries of various dates, and of several years, at
irregnlar intervale, were torn ont. The manner in which
this was done was remarkable. Had only that one page
been missing, the inferences, though dark and mysterions,
wonld have jnstified a certain amoant of presnmption of,
no doubt, n dreadfnl nature. Hubt se miany parts of the
book mntilated ! Somelenves were only haif torn ; inseveral
were marks of tobacco juice; between two the Hattened
stump of B clgar waa fonnd wedged in the juncinre ; three
or fonr of them were singed at the edges, and one was
burot through as if with a dropped spark, The actusl
Hector had either oot noticed the etate of the book {which
was perfect in ita more receat peges), or bhad not llke_d
to mention it. He never smoked, and had no ome in
his establishment who did ; uever had bad, except one ; and
the man in guestion, s dissipated, dennken, and _blaated.
character, as wos afterwards learnt, bad been with him only
u couple of mounths, and had suddenly disappesred, aud
never been seen since; he had tobhed n_onhlng. taken no-
thing, not rven some new but coarse shirts, marked with
bis name, 1. Gardoer. The lawyer made ootes of all thess
particulars, aod departed with his dimayed elient. On
their way back to Loodon, be asked her the names of her
witnesses, and of every person she could reeollect who had
been present at her marriage. He found that all were cer-
tainly dead, except William Austio, whom she knew not
to be dead, but knew not to be liviog, and of whom she had
irrecoverably lost sight ever since be hed inherited his
* Indiau property,’ and gone, au she supposed, to Caleutin
Every effort was made by private inquiry, and by public
advertisement, to discover thie individual ; but every effory
was in vain, Still, the dietracted lady, for the sake of her
girl Agnes, wonld appeal to the law. A proaeuu_twnrfor
bigamy was undertaken sgaivst Wiomere, and it failed
utterly. Nay, the publis jodged that the prosecn-
trix had been always uotorivuely esteemed by those
who kpew aoything sbout her st all as the calaried
mistress of Winmere; the evidence of the two police.
officers who had arrested Gardner teading stroogly to
countenaoce sud establivh that conclasion, (ne point more.
Had Gardner any resegtment against the lady ! And bad
he, when with the Rector, destroyed the register, cub of
malicet Un the contrary, it was YWinmere who had been
harsh tn Gardoer, aud i5 waa ot the lady's intercession that
Winmers had refused to prosecate. The resnlt of the trial
completed tha work of crushing sod killing the unfortunate
and broken-hearted lady wha had been my lirat love,

t1 bad oot seen her for twenty years since the epoc!j_of
wy culy duel, | pow received a note, signed * Agones Win-
mere,” summoning me to her death bed. There she told
me wll that she kpew : and adjured me, ss ehe was dying,
and dyivg & lawinl wife and wedded motber, to adopt her
poor orphan, sod to right ber falsely dishonoured naoie. 1
mccepted the charge, desperate as part of it appeared I ac-
cepted it with tears aud with sobe; and, kneeling with that

beanteons ciphan, wham yon have all beheld, by the death-
bed, received along with ber the laak bleming of & mardered,
wronged, and wpotiess woman. '

' That night, the night of her departare to another world,
Winmera and bis new wifa wers seated together in this
toom, aod at this fireplace, with just such = storm as the
storm to which we now linten raging round this old build-
ing. It waa the frst houss to which he bad formerly
brooght poor Apnes. Tha bride was musing; the bride.
groom was reading. Soddenly somethiog made both turn
together, and gaze in the direction of tbat old sidebosrd ;
and, with ber right hand resting npon its brass edge, and
her left lifted, aa in warning, and shining with the single
plain adornment of & wedding ring, tna reproachful vision
of the dead stood before the living  Many like things tock
plnee, gentlemen, with which I will not wrouble you un this
occasion. Hark te that tremnlous descant of the inarticu.
late fastenlogs and bindings themselves | They witnessed
many & murderous cruelty, and many s mysterious reminder.
B!,t to night, in this honse, which 1 have purchased, and in
thia very roam, [ ean sy that I harve kept my solemn pledge
to the departed. Hest, rest, perturhid spirit '

A pause here ensued ; and then Mr Blamfydd eoncluded :

' It was manifest to ma that the only chance of justice
was, that William Auostin shoald be atil{liviug, and should
be produced. Imeditated long how to proceed. Ifthe man
live, said I, the reason, and the sole poesibla reason why he
sbonld neverhave been nccessible or discoverable is, thatii has
been 80 menaged by him who slone has an awial interest in
his eoncenlment. No one knows who be ia, or where he is,
or ean Koow it—I added in my own meditation—save Win-
mere himeel, By Winmere he is paid, maiotained, and
kept st a distance.” I felt that ome false step would Tuin
my last chance, I reasoned closely as [ uneed to reason in
*“The Twenty Questions,” Haviog determined on my
E\aq. I enuphr a clever fellow on whem I could rely; and,

aving earefully and perfectly diaciplined him io hie part, I
arranged every preparation. I knew that if [ was unheppily
wrong in my sssumptions, that to do what 1 desired was an
impossihility in every respeet. Therefore 1 proceeded on
the basia of being entirely eorrect in my first logical data
As Winmere must konw where this man was, in order to
supply bim with his allowsnce, to preserve means of inter-
conree with him, aod to keep him out of a risk of destroying
his guilty paymaster, it was abaolutely certaio thab, if
Winmere could ba alarmed into suspecting that we were on
the traces of the missing witness, hia very first measure
would be to eommunicate with this miner but vital accom.
plice, either by letter or personally. .All buosiness must
necerrarily cede at onee to mornentons necessity.  Juse
hefore the [aat London post went ont, I called, snd rushed
into Winmere's presence, with an air compounded of excite-
meat, indigoation, and trinmph. T told bim thatall was at
last discavered. *‘ Austin lives,” cried I, *“and yon shall
meet your does!™ I raid no mare, but sternly departed.
The mau had lived in terror of this very chance for yeara.
Either I was right, I repeat, in this, or I bad undertaken
what was a sheer impossibility, Bat, thanks to Divine
Providence, [ was rieht.

¢In lees than a quarter of an heur, a man, moftled in a
cloak, care outb of this houee, and crept, through the dusk,
to the poat office, Of course vo one can put & letter into
the box without stretchiog out bis arm.  As Winmere did
80, & draonken man, who stagpered pear him, fell over the
extended arm, bearing the precious letter to the gruand,
The drunkard took up the letter, read the superserip-
tion, and, hiccuping an apology, handed it back to Win-
mere- That drnoken man was that clever sgeat.  In less
than five minates [ lrarned that the missive was addressed
wa M. Jacques, Rue du Pont, No. 8 Breat.” | rearhed
Brest as soen as the letter ; I found that M. Jacques was
William Austin | and William Austin is now, while 1
speak, in this house.

' Hedingham, the reason you are so depressed is, that
Agnes has refused you; but the resson Agues refused you
is that she had a blight apon her own inherited fame; and
that bLlight is now removed for ever. Hhe shall be redin-
tegrated 1o her parent's repate before all 1he world ; and
this night, Hedingham, m¥ dear bay, she will cancel her
own award againat you. This is the story which 1 had to
tell ; and many & merry Christmas and many & happy new
year may you enjny with Agnes, Lady Hediogham. That,
I repeat, is all the story I had to tell.” My own eatly hopes
perished in this dark undergroua:l tragedy ; but, at leogth,
in the second geoeration, [ have lived to see it How out into
the sunshine, aud closs in peace,’

When be eoded, one present—a ataid and truth spoken
man of business, Huscome himself -declared solemnoly that
he saw, near che old sideboard, amid the dimness and the
shadows, s lady in white, deadly pale, but sniling sweetly,
wave for a moment from ber Jeft band the glitteriogs of &
wedding-ring, and then disappear, just s the joybells at
twelve, raog in the Christmas moroiag,
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