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OPENING CRUISE AUCKLAND YAGHTING CLUB.

APITAL yachiing weather and favouring breezea
C favonred the openiag of the yachting seamon ia
Anckland on Prince of Wala Er.hday. The Club

could not have commanded a better day for their purpose ;
it might, indeed, bave been made to theit order. The
ninster was an axcellent one, a fest of some fifty odd
yachts beiag counted duoring the day. It was ehortly

barbour & pretty & sight ss the heart of man eonld
desire. The Volanteer at once drew shead. *The big
boat’ showed, indeed, throughout vhe day that she
can sail when she likes, There was a piping yachting
breeze, and a sea which could scarcely have parsuaded the
worst eailors to mal.de-mer. The Yum-Yum raced down
in fine style, and Mr Lawford’s yacht lovked very »mart in
& new aet of canvas, and will, if I am not greatly mistaken,
be found to bave notably incressed her never contemptible

before ten when & migual ran up to the masthead of
the Commodore’s yacht Matangl, ‘Home By, Mota-
tapu.’ The same mgnal was displayed by the Vice.
commodore, Captain Gibbs, in hia old warrior, the Spray.
The Hest were mcarcely under way when it was observed
that the Matangi was in troubls, something having gone
*cronk’' with the maineall. The jswa of the gafl bad, I
understand, carried away. After a brisf delay the Commo-
dore signalled the {lset not to wait for him, and the Npray
metting the example, the entire fleet awept down the

turn of apeed. Mr Jack Webater's new yacht was greatly ad-
mired. She ie as pretty a little eraft as one might wish to see.
Her speediness was not anythiog tented on the 9th, but the
greneral impression amongst yacht critics seened 1o be that
she wounld ‘speel.” She is painted a poft heliotrope which
ia the latest thiog in the old country. The Matangi ia alag
heliotrope at present, bt is, I underatand, to be fipished in
black and gold, for which old fashion T ¢onfess & decided
weakness, The aguthern friends of the Matangi may bein-
terested to hear that Mr Wiseman bas yawl rigged his
‘erack’ this teason. She luoks very swmart in her new
frehion, which avery one seemn to think an improvement,
Moat certainly the yawl riz is Ly far the * handiest * for

croisiog purposes. The Aorere had & very large party of
ladies fbopnrd. and attracted eonsiderable ldymi nu‘n‘::.‘ The
scens in Druoken Bay, which was Ly oeanimous consent
chosen instead of Huome Bay, was remarkably bright mnd
picturesque. Mapy of the yschts * decked ship,” the show
of bunting on the Commndore’s yacht being especinlly fine.
She arrived some twenty minntes after the others—nnder
the gib, staysail and * jigger *—an excellent performanes in-
deed, The run home after a loog day on Messa Heid
Brothers' beautifal inland was worthy of the day., The Spray
which left almost last, ran np well under the bour. beating
the ateamer, which left at the same time, very easily.
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Our fictura is from a sketch of the Aurkland yachia by
Mr T. Rynn, bimeelf & yachtaman. The picture was drawn
to represent the scene on the 91h, but the plate havingr te
be eograved, was drawn beforehand. Tt will be noticed
that Lthe Matangi in in her old rig. We hope to give a large
((ictum of thie fine yacht asshe iain an estly isrue. The

olnnteer, tha Aotere, Yum Yum, Araws, and all the
cracks can be eneily picked out, Mr lLiyan having leen
very seceasfal in preserving the special characterintica of
each yacht. O wners of yachtr will greatly nblige by senid-
ing photegraphs of iheir cralt to me ab the GrAMe
Uflice.  Yachting items and news from all over the culuny
are acceptabie.



