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CHILDREN'S CORRESPONDENCE COLUMN.

DeAR CousiN KATE —I hope you will have room for
+this. I live in the country, and have such a pretty garden
.of my own. I grow potatoes and some flowers. I sell new
potatoes at twopence & pound {when mine are ready first) to
my mamnis. ﬁ:r. when hers are ready she won't pay so
much for mine, so I cook them for myseli. My little dog
is mo eharp.  When [ say *cats ' ke tnns and looks all over
for them. His name i3 Bob.— Your loving eousin, J.AcK
HIDDEN.

[You must be kind to your eat, Jack, and not allow the
dog to chase it. How would yon like a big animal to chase
you! Iam very fond of new potatoes, snd had some a fort-
night ago.—CoUsIN KATE ]

DEAR Cousty KATE.—T think the consina' letters great
fun. Here is a riddle for them: ‘When is & doornot a
door? Are you fond of riddlea? 1 wonder if the consine
cah gness it. Lt seems nice having so many cousina all over
New Zealand. 1 wish we coald sll meet and have a party.
We shonld like to see some of the nice, amusing letter-
writers who tell ns such nice things about their homes,
Hopiog thiz i=_not too long,—T am, yours alfectionately,
CousIy Magry B.

[Xo, your letter is wot oo long. Ves, it wonld be ve
pice to see a1l the cousins, I wanted them to send their
photographs to put in the GRAPHIC, bat they bave not done
-80.—Cousix KaTE.]

"WHAT PEARLS ARE MADE OF, AND WHERE THEY ARE
FOUND.

VERY few Eeople are aware that the pearl-oyster iz not in
any way like the oysters which weeat. [It1s of an entirely
different species, and, aa & miatter of fact, the shells of the
so-called pearl oyster are of far more value to thaee engaged
ins * pearl-fishing ' thao the pearls. There are extensive
pearl fisheries in the CGulf of California, and some of the
finest pearle have been taken from these waters. 1n 1881
one pearl, & black ove, was sold for £2,000, and every year
since that time meny pearls bave been taken from the beds
in tbe Californian Gulf valned at over £1,000 each. Butbsuch
finds ars very rats, and, as & role, the pearls which are
brought ap are of very little value. The shells, however,
&re very valuable ; most of them are shipped to Europe,
‘where they are maoufactured ioto ornaments, koife haodles,

battons, and the hundreds of other articles for which
¢ mother-of pearl ’ is nsed.

Another fact concerning the pearl-oyater and the pearl
itself i= very little noderstood. [ bave eeen in books of
instruction both in this country mnd in England the state-
ment that © the formation of the pear] in the oyster-shell is
caneed by a disense of the oyster; and thia statement is
more or less generally believed, a4 is also the erronecus in-
ference to be drawn from it, that the oyster referred to is
the edible oyster. The motker-of-pearl is nothingbmom
than a series of layers of nacreous matter deposited by the
oyater upon the interior of the sbell, and the pearl iteelf is
8 perfectly accidental formation. It is cansed by a similar
deposit of wacre around some forsign object. This foreign
anbstance may be & grain of sand, a parasite, or some simi-
lar object ; but most authorities agree that it ia more
neually an nodeveloped egg of the oyster around which this
natural deposib ia throwa.

The largest pearl ever found wmeasures two inches long,
and weighs three ounees, This is of Eastern origin. The
largest found in the Gulf of Califorsia did not exceed an
inch and & quarter long, sud was somewhat larger than the
egg of a thrush. Many of the Californian pearls are black
and speckled. These are considered more valuable than
the white pearls in Euarope, but the most bighly prized
pearls of all are pink.,

Rosert F. WaArsn,

HIPPITY-HOP,

HrirriTy hop, hippity hop,

To the corner and back withuut ever a stop ;
Little sister and brother with arms roond each other

Do errands for mother at market and shop.

Hippity hop, hippity hip,
Look out, little brother, or sister will trip :

Ba nimble and sprightly, take bold of hands tightly,
And langh as yon lightly go hoppity skip.

THREE LITTLE FOLKS.

TukeE little folks st play are we,

And we're ss happy as we ean be,

We're dreased to receive our gueata rou nee,
And we're waiting for them patiently.

No. 1 is in white and her spots are pink ;
No. 2isin grey with stockings of ink :

No. 3is in blue. I'm the prettiest, I think.

In my langnage claas iu school oae day, the sentence * He
earns his livelibood ' Ly hook or by erook ”’ oecarred, aod
I msked the class what™* by hook or by crook ' weant, and
only one boy raised hin hand, ‘' What doss it mean? 1
asked of bim. * Uh, catching fish or catching sheep, I'mi
sure ¥

WHY THE DUCKS DIED.

Tug suthor of 'Sketehes of Native Lite’ says that moeat
European residents of India keep large ponltry yarde.  lle
followed the genera! cnstom, bot for some tiwe fvund it
very noprofitable.  His first brood of ducks died ooe after
another in & most orderly nanner, one at a time, at intervals
of twenty-four honrs,

The sweepar who took eare nf them assured us that he
eonld enre them if we wonld give him two anoa’s worth of
garlie, black pepper and chilliea. The core was certainly
worth the money, and we gave it to him accordingly ; but,
alas | it was spent in vain—the docks continned Lo die.

We were new to the conntry, and equally new to the
raising of ducks. We had no suspicion of the cause of the
excessive mortality ; bot at last we received a visit from a
friend.

We mentioned the extraordinary fataiity to which our
ducks were subject, and asked him if he could snggest a
cure. Our innocence was greeted with a peal of langhter.

“Yes,' he replied. *1I can. Call the sweeper, and tell
him that for every duck that dies from this date he will
have to pay four annas.”

We did so ; not another duck died. The truth was that
the sweeper had been killing the doeke for his own nse, and
relying on our ignorance, had been sc andacions as to ask,
io the name of medicine, for money te buy condiments for
#easoning.

SHARPWATCR.

THE anthor of *Unt of Doors in Tsarland’ says that no
person can live in Russia without beiog well known to the
secret police, in whose records there is tertain te be & long
and exhaustive aceount of his personal history, intluding a
list of his friends and asscciates, & description of his c¢cupa-
tions and amusements, and a generai sketch of his character.
The author ia disposed to think that the police are not ma-
necessarily snspicions, and that they seldom ecommit the
blunder of arresting innocent people,  Um the other hand, he
gives them eredit for marvelious acutenese in the detection
of crime.

A foreign firm in 5i, Petersburg bad in their employ a
Raussian clerk. Ha had been with them for many years, and
enjoyed the best of reputation as ao hopest snd isithiul
man. Une day, to the bonndless astopishment of the
fureign merchant and hia staff, the oflice was visited by a
prisiaf, or chief ofticer of the police force,

‘I have called to inquire,’ he said, * whether you have
lately been robbed by any of your clerks

The merchant anawered that nothing of the kind had
happened. Why was the question asked,

The pristai explained that, althouph the firm might have
felt no uneasiness about the proceedings of their clerk, Mr
V.-—, yet the police had lonp had their suspicions, which
suspicions had culn.inated in his arrest at the railway station
that very morning.

Would the pentleman please give

L

orders to have the books of the firm carefully gone over, to
see whether there had beeo soy defalcation ?

With strong protests oo the part of the merchant against
this unjust treatment of his trusty clerk, an examication
was beguo : and it soon trapspired that the firm had been
plu:iiered to the exteot of more than twenty thousaod
roubles !

Theo, of , the bant begiced to koow how the
police had become aware of wbat was geiog on.  Thae uificer
expleined that it waa all simple eovugh.  Mr V—— had
been seen to be spending more nrouey thnn a wan in hix
l:::ir-inu could be prerumed hooestly to have.  Watch bl

n kept npou him accordiu¥ly. Hia champagpe suppers,
his boxen at the opers, and al] such expenditores had {:en
recorded. It was kioowp alse that he had made m large
remittance to a *iriepd * in Paris, and 8o, when he went to
the railway stativn 1o buy his ticket to that city he was
nrrested.




