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FRANCHISE SUPERINTENDENT FOR HEW ZEALAND.

INTERYIEWED BY AN ENTHUSIAST,

* What will nor woman. gentle woman. dare
When steong affection sLifs her spirit up P
SOUTHEY.
O the lot of bat few women does it fall to play an im-
I portant part in & national revolution, and when one
hears of such & woman the mind instantly conjures
up & pictars of a strong-minded looking individeal, some-
what mascaline in personal appearance, dress, and epecch,
and without any of the graces, accomplishments, and re-
finements of & lady. Most women in New Zealand now
have an idea that ceriain of their sistera have been working
for their emancipation, and they have heard that a Canter.
bory lady has given some addresses advocatiog the exten:
aion of the {ranchise, and has also written sondry latters to
different people in the colony nrging the same. But a very
small nomber havethe faintest conception ¢ f the toil involved
in the long and ardoons campaign that has just now so #ne-
cessfully terminated. I say that wheu we hear of s woman
public apirited enongh to carry on such a warfare we are apt
to conclude that only a mannish woman coald or would
undertake so trying a task. One glance, howeser, at the
lady we to day claim as our leader will dispe! that idea.
Mrs Sheppard, the wife of Mr \WW. A. Sheppard, a pentleman
well known in Canterbury for many years past, has not an
atom of the woman's rights style about her, Seen in her
pretty, pleasantly eituated reeidence at Feadalton it is
asomewhat difficalt to realise that this graceful, tastefally-
attired womsn, who poesesses such rare tact na a hostess
and places you so completely at yoor ease, can be the one
who has had 30 much to do with political tacties during the
last few years. Mrs Sheppard is essentinlly a womanly
woman, taking a practical interest and partin music asd
art. She is also quite an authority among her friends in
matters pertainiog to bealth and sick nursing. E her
kindly, sympathetic natare I should like to say much, bot
refrain, simply gootiog Loweli's woirds as most aptly de-
scribing the private life of one of whom New Zealand may
jastly be proud.
She doeth liLtle kindnesses
‘That most leave undone or despise ;
And naught that sote one heart at ease,
Or givelh happiness or peaca
Is low esteemed in her eyes,’

In public speaking M Sheppard has a pleasant, clear,
though not powerfnl voice, and, better siill, she has nota
trace of the mannerisms that are so usnally acquired by
women who attempt to open their lips in public. Talking
oue day over the well-appointed lunch table I asked Mrs
Sheppard if she could give me an ootline of the history of
thie great movement.

*Well,’ said Mrs Sheppard, ' YWomen's Fracchize waa first
seiriously mooted in the New Zealand Hounse of Kepresenta-
tives fourteen years ago, in 1879, In the Qualifications of
Electors' Bill, the late Mr Ballance carried an amendment
& flinming the principle of Woman Suflrage. This was, how_
ever, subsequentiy thrown ont. In the following year, 18E0,
Dr. Wallis, memter for Ancklard, introduced a liill for ex.
tendiog the frapchise to women. This was read a frst
time, but went no farther. Jn 1887 8ir Julius Vogel intro-
dnecd & Woman's Suffrage Bill, which passed its second
reading by 41 to 22, and was referred to Committee, Un-
fortunately for the measure, the Stout-Vogel Government
went out shortly afterwards. It was evident that althovgh
the lendera of public opinion recoguized Lhe jusiice of the
claim and were aoxious to grant it, yet the pnblic them.
selves were not ready for sach & change. [n 1888 the
Wonmen’s Christian Temperazca ["nion tent npa petition,
nigoed by its Executive, asking for snch an amesdment in
the interpretation clanses of the Electoral Bill as wounld ad-
mit women to iha fraochise. Sir Julin Hall wndertook to
present it to the Honce. Owing, however, to press of work
during the testion the Electoral Bill was not brought for-
ward at all. At the request of the Franclise Depariment
of \he Women's Christian Temperarce Unicn, Nir Johg
Hall promired to endeavour to introduce, during the next
seseion, an samendment in the Electoral Rill. He gave
notice in the House of a motion to that ¢ ffeet, and even ar-
ranged with the late Sir Harry Atkinson a defivite date
for the discussion. Bat, as usual, so many things of
greater impoitance (?) crowded the Order Paper that
the session closed without the amendment haviog a chanca
of being heard. At the 1850 sessicn Sir Jubn all succeeded
in carrying by a large majoiity the followiog resvla-
tion :-—" That the right of voting for members of Parliament
be extended to women,” Later on he introduced a Bill for
the extencion « f the franchise and suceceded in getting it
read & firet time, but owing to the crowded state of the
Order Paper it suffered the usual fate of private mimber-
Bille. Apticipatiog this resnlt Sir Juhn endeavoured to
insert a clanse, grantipg our desire, in a Government Bill
which was passing through the House, He was defested,
however, many giviog a8 their reason for opposing that it
Wwas unwise (0 pass eo radical & measuie on the eve of a
general election. At (his geners] election candidales were
asked toexpreas tlieir npinion aa Lo the advisalility or other-
wise of grantirg a vote to women, and & large msjority of
ihose retarued exprassed themeelves ms favourable to such
4 measare.  To 1891 a petition circulated throgghout the

colony by the Woman's Christian Temperancs Union and
sigoed by 10,000 women was presented by Sir John Hall 1o
the Lower House, and slso one to the Legislative Conneil
by the late Hon. Joba Fulton. These excited considerable
intereet s being the largest pelitions ever presented to
Parliament. Sir John also introduced the Female Suffzage
Bill, and despite opporition, carried it suecessfally through
jta various stages. It was daring this session that the
episode of the impromptu pevition from the Ladies Gallery
ocenrred.  One evening some of aur opponents declared that
womendid not wantthefranchiss. Mis Ballanceatonce circu.
lated thronghout the Ladies’ Galleryan isnpromptu wemerial
asking for the vote. This was rigned by those present,
some #ixty in number, and At once forwarded to the
Speaker. Whaen the Bill reached the Lryislative Council
it was lost by 17 to 15, 1the two Maori members voliog
spainst it.  Anotler petition was then prepared and cie-
culated throaghont the colony, and when prerented to I%ar-
liament contained the names of 20,274 aduls women. Yon
remé mber,” paid Mrs Sheppard, * that Woman Suffiage was
made a Government inearure, and that jn the nofortunate
disagreement between the Lower and U pper Houses on the
qnestion of Electoral Rights, Women'a Riphts were loat
sight of.’

*What led you to take up the work in connection with
the obraining of the Franchise?

* Well, I was going to =ay I took to it nalurally. DBat
really it was the fact of being hampered and hindered in
various depariments of work that led me to so ardently
long for a vote. In 1867 I was appointed by the WWomen'a
Chyistian Tempeiapce Union e Finochize Superintendent
for New Zealand, apd have retaiced Lbat citice, through re-
election year by year, ever sicee.”

* What means bave been used to educate women rr ex-
tension of Fianchise ¥
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*Under the Women's Christian Temnpersince Union
anspicrs moetings have been held, av encrmous quantity of
literatnure has been cirenlated, and literary and debating
societies Lave Leen induced to dizcass 1he question. The
petitions eircrlaied by the Union have dooe more to edncate
the mass of women thap aoyibing elee, The last one was
signed by over 31,000 women. The Women’s Christian
Temperance L'nion orgavisation in splecdidly ctlicered for
such wotk. Each Lranch bas its own local swperintendent
of Franchise, and with these I, as New Zealavda superin-
terdent, have corresprnded, and the interest bas spread. 1
have cortesponded with Australia acd America, and alse
with the Eoglish Champions, Mrs Fauwcett and Miss Helen
Blackbuin, eecretary of the League. Two yeais ago Fran-
chise Leagues were started in Anckland and Ducedin, apd
during the present year in Wanganui, Napier and Aehbur-
ton. These really awe their existence to the Women's
Christina Temperance 'nion, haviog been organised by its
membere. These Leagnes have naturally reached many
which the Women’s Christian Temperance | vion conld pot.
The stiopg oppotition in some nquarters has also greatly
helped.  The attention of thanghtful weo and women has
been thereby directed to the anesiion. T should like you to
note, too,” said Mre Sheppard, * that at the last (ieneral
Election every candidate was questioned an to bis views on
the suliject, and the reply given in each case wase recorded.’

* What dv you thiok the general effect of Lthe enfranchise-
ment of women wili be ¥

‘Why, the elevatiog of both women amd polities. 1

" believe also that the Franchise will be a bond ot sympathy

between men and women. They will have far more in
common in the fuinre than they have bad ia the past.’

¢ o yon think men will be less deferential to women than
formerly.’

* My experience within the last few days,” eaid Mre Shep-

pard, with & meiry twinkle jo ber eyen,” in that men e
mich more deferential to & woman with & vute than to one
without it. Cumtasnly Lhe deference paid tv womeo in the
past has been a sort of patrocising condescensivn.  Now
men will respect & wonan as sa equal.’

“In what particular do you think women have sutfered
through their non-enfranchisement ¥

“ George Macdonald saya **a tA/nk is worth nothing dill iy
becomes a thing.” Now, women have had = soud nany
thinks, but they have not had the power to r:ake them
things. Women working for a living have been sadly
handicapped. In formulatipg Labour 1i:0ls and Facrory
Acts, for example, they have had no vuvica. Then aa re-
garde the maniage laws, divorce, and custody of children ;
how unrighteons and one sided the man made laws are. 1a
it nut Lime women rare up and with one voice claimed on
beball «f themselver and their children jnstice and
cquality ¥

‘What ia your idea with regai]l to ocenpalioms for
women

* I eertaioly think the professions should be open Lo thews,
ard alzo that many light posts ibat are now hlled by men
ehould be left for women.®

* What public positions do yon take it to be the duty of
wonien to £l Y

*Wowen should have a seat on Buards of Edueation,
Seboe] Committees, Hospital Roards, and Juries, and in
fact woman thonld bave an oppurtunily to express ber
opinivn  upon everything which concerns the welfare oi
women &1nd ehildren.’

‘Do you think women will #5 a whole be either Conserva-
tive or Liberal in their politiea?

‘I tirmly believe that the balance of power wili be much
the same as now. Ntither paty will bz benefited to any
apprecinble extent.”

Refaniry to a romour that women would upset the
Education Act and bring in denonnaational echonls, Mrs
Sheppard said : * No, [ dou't believe women will or ought
to atiempt to do that. At one time | was strongly in
favour of purely secular instruction, but the growing irre-
verence and larrikibi=m of the young colonisl has convineed
me that in our schosls we onght to have a text book of
morale. I am sure & code of Lible lessons could be drmwn
that would satisfy Catholies, Anglicans, and Noncooior.
mists, Such a code has recently Leen 30 arranged in one
part of Ireland, and surely what can be done in old Ireland
can be done in young New Zealand.’

‘ Some say women eught not to have a vote because they
are not eapable of dealiog with finance.’

* Probably when wemen have had Jarge financial nes-
tions to deal with for twenty years they will prove them.
selves wot inferior to men in this respect. In \Wyoming,
where the women have bad the franchise for some years,
they bave no debt, bot a amiplus in the treasury. 8iilf,
granting for the sake of argnment thav Lheir powers in this
direction are Jess than men s, to reluse & vole on thoss
grounds would be to place financial questions before moral.
Womnen, as a rule, have wished or 8 vote for the sake uf
moral questions, and for this very reascn Lhe true woman,
the womaply woman, will be most anxivns to use her vote.
It bas always been considered woman’s mission ta help the
suffering, sorrowful, and helplese, and we bave come to the
conclusion Lhac in the past we have been like doctors giving
Physie continually 10 cure, but leaving the patient in s pes.
tilentixl aimorpbere ard in surrouudings geperally eon.
ducive to direase aod death. Thrangh Lhe exercise of Ihe
franchise we intend geliing to the fountain head of evil and
suffering,

* Do you think motheis of large families should vote **

‘True mothers especially will value the vote. While
children are in the liome the wother tries 1o shield (hen,
from temptation and to framte the besy possille toles for
Lheir goivernmeant, and she will only be too glad of the
opporLinity io tse her iotluence on their Lehalf when they
are beyond immediale patenial control.

*What do you 1hink of the argament that only Lhuse
posacssed of property shonld bave a vote®’

‘The hase idea of putting propeity above individoality
savows of barbarism, It is only ton tiue thet in Fuaglieh
law, ne commonly adninistered. injury to property lins
slways been ponished with more ceverity than injury to
pe18on : so it isgo wonder that pevple bave grown to Lhink
that property in the thing to Le respected.  lienlly, thuse
without porsessions require # vole more than thase who
have thew, as euch have their Jiving o emvn, aml on the
prosperity of the ccuntry theic living depend«.  Moreaver,
not having the power that money brings they nre mme
helpless, and withont a_ vete are liable to suffér from un
just laws made by nne class against another for aelbsl ends

' De you thick wenen only will benelit by this radical
change

* T Le'ieve the change will hie for 1he benefit and happiness
of men ps well it wo no1.”

P Will not anr wetory hese in New Zealand lelp the
stropgle for freedom in other eunatries ¥

‘ Most aesuredly. Listen to whal Rn Amaerican
writes me from Melbonrne: * Your topg earuest
elfort in fioally rewanled, . . . which nieans so mnch
not only {or you And the women of New Zealand, but for
womep everywhere on the face of the globe. It will give
new hope and life to all women strogeling for fiuaneipa-
tiom, aod give promise s f better 1imce and we mpproaching
milleaniuwm for ail the down tiodden and endaved millions of
wonenh oot oply in so called Christian countries, but in
Indin and the harems of the East. light glad am |, and
proud of New Zealand.”’

A_I'mr o littls more conversation 1 left my kiml hoatens,
feeliog thauhinl that we have in this fais land & womno
whn i rerdy to sacrifice ease. leienre, aml pleasure for the
nalke] of Ler less fuvoured sisters aud for humasvity as u
while.
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