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ita pedigreo, and when is changes hands its history goes
with it. Jobn Adams remembers the acrival of the first
mirsionary, aod told us at length of the changes which have
taken place on the inland since they came. The natives
now ars strict observers of the Sabbath, and on Sunday
evarythiog i as quiet a5 & New Zealand village, the
natives refnsing to mell anything or even exhibit
their warea.* Tha Protestant services hore are conducted
by the English missionaries, who are, I believe, Wesleyara.
Vghan the ehureh bells ring all the natives Hock to church,
»0 that duzing the honrm of service a village seems deserted.
The sipginy 18 coagregational, and every man, woman, and
child koowa all the hymaus {they have & regular prioted
bympo-tkook), and all join in the singing. They are tond of
refrains, and different sets of voices soretimen take difterent
or independent tunes, which forebodes disaater to an on-
accustomed ear, but they all end together, and in perfect
harmony. Some of the Sunday clothes are even more sur-

rising than the musie. All their finery is worn to church,
gur. on their way home, as the congregation disparses,
many of the wamen undresa or take off their good cr:mheu,
so that by the time they arrive ab their hats they are in
native costume. Every Samoan can rend, and it is wonder-
fo! how familiar they are with the Bible, and now rapidly
they can Gnd any quotation you may give them from the
Scriptnres. Formerly a man conld put away his wife when-
ever he chose, or have as many as he chose, bot there haa
hegn an improvement in that respect, alao doe to the in-
flcence of the missionaries.

The lengthening of the afterncon shadows warned us it
was time to take oor departure, and we returned to
Apia. We reached our destination in all the splen-
donr of & tropieal moon. The night was exquisitely
lovely, the air, heavy with its hbeauty. vouched with
lingeriag breath tall palm irees, whose long and stately
leaves bent with swaying motion bo the music of the waves.
Near the landing on the green were about fifty girls and
boys singing, romping, and playiag, mach as children do at
Home. As we landed they came running toward as, and in
childish glee bade us welcome ta their shores, and following
p short distance as we passed down the street, left ns witha
merry chorus of 20 fas (good. bye).

tThelr 1a.nguaﬁe has bagn reduced to a written anc by the mis-
mionarics. and they now havo Eibles and books transiated into
their own Langue.

*¥heir date 1 one day ahead of Amorica's, as they ursthe Kast
longitude. It fhould be the same date as the United States, but
the 180Lth meridian is only seventy-five miles east. end whpever
ectiblished tho days of the weck here camne from the eastand
neglonted to drop a day in crossing the meridian.
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I bave long been conviuced that a very large
proportion of those persens who $hink, end
don't go to aoy church, while calling them-
selves Christisne, are, in reality, Agnestics.
Aleo, that at least one balf of the people who think, and
who do go to church with great regularity and large Bibles,
are, reslly, Agnoatica too. But the number of avowed
Agnostica in British communities remains amall, ner doea it
promise, in the oear fotare, to grow muoch larger. To carry
a beactifully bound church service into & paw ; and to koeel,
and to listen, with languor, to uttetly dreary sermons, and
to be an Agnostie all the same and all the time, appears, on
the face of it, at least stupid. More atupid atill, however,
i it, in the eyee of those Agrostics who swell congregations,
to go nowhere on Sunday, and to let the wide world koow
tbat they believe in nobody and in nothing. As for the
clerzy, I won't go so far as to say that some of these, also,
are Agnostics. Wlat I dosay abont them in, that they de-
cline all argument on the subject : they refuse to discnss it:
they are deat and doml and mute when we know, and
desire and hope that they should hear and speak and ex-
plain! In this compact and somewhat peculiar little city
of Wellington we have, ns elsewhere, a few people, a
handful of pecple, who call themeelves Agnostics. Perbaps
they are wise in doing 6o : perhaps foolish. On this point I
eay nothing. They are honest, anyhow. I have heen at
their little gatherings once or twice, and they struck me aa
B most saciahle, pleasant, intelligent, homely, atraight-for-
ward set of beings. Un Bunday evening there was s packed
audience at the Exchange Hall, for a wonder, when the
Hon. W. M. Bolt, M.L.C, gave a lecture on Aguosticism,
$ir Robert Stont occupied the chair. There were s good
many downright workingmen in the andience ; they locked
quite gentlemaoly in their Sunday clothes, A number
of ladies were there, too : and nicely-dressed chiidren.

Agnosticlem
in

wellington,

As for theae last, I felt rather asorry for them. For
years I have been an Agnostic myself, but I nlways sent
my little ones to the Sunday-school. Littla children cannot
reason. lReligion is & anurce ot pleasurable Bwe and wonder
to them, and we know perfectly well that those of the pre-
eent rising generation will soon enough have their faith
eclipsed ; and the darkoess, wheaever it does come, bricgs
no comfort to anybody. Therefore, my idea is to let little
children go to the Sunday-achool, get what they may ont of
the thinga tanght there, and take them to the grave with
them —if they ean, [f they can’t—naa in these days is more
than likely -they are no worse off for having passed the
best years of their livesin a pleasant dreamland, However,
thia is & digression, Sir Robert, as I sny, taok the chair,
and his impesing, and 1 may say striking and handsome
presence, waa the siynal for a burst of applause. Ap-
plagse oo the ¥abbath evening would have had the
whole lot of ns burat at the stake in John Kaox'a time—
but that's neither here ner there. Hir Robart read a poew, by
a Dvnedin compositar he said; when he gave oul that he wan
goiog to read a poem by a real New Zealand poet ¥ felb sure
oneof my own poema was coming. No such luck, but the
prem was a capital one, and full of thought—deep thought
—all the same. I did not ¢ateh q]me author's name; nor,
strange to say, was the pcem familiar to me, Sir Kobert
Stout, it ie needlesa to say, vead the poem correctly., It
takes a person of caltureto do that mueh with & true poem,

Then we had musie, not exactly the church organ, but
sumething better, or woree—just aa yuu like. [ won't ex-
press my opinivn one way or nonother, as to the music, Mr
Bolt is & mnall, active, elderly, grey gentleman. He does
not in the least lovk like sn Agnustie, nor daes be atrike obe
an 8t all resembling & Lord oof tie Uipper Honee, He happens
to be hotli, I mm eiraid his lecture on Agnosticism was &
gnod deal aver the heads of many of the people listening ta
him, Nordo I think the description he (Rs also Sir Robert
Stout) wrave as to the position taken up by the Apoostic was
an absolytely happy one. * The Aguoostic siply ssid,” re-
marked the spenker, ‘there nre many problemas we
cannot wsclve.' Apoosticiem goes further thao thia
John Stoart Mill, 1 think, gave the fullest and tha
best delinition of Agoosticiam. Ar to the why mnd
wherelore—the whence and thence—of mab ; as to hia

destiny, and his future: as to immortality, and the soper-
natural, all we know, all we can possibly kuuw in ihat
we know and can possibly koow ne mioral  This is going
romewhat further than Mr Bolt's somewhat impotent and
apalogetic detinition. Huwever, Mr Holt is an {onorable ;
aod that makes & great diflerence, even in defigitions. He
gave B very goad lecture: toe much science perhaps: too
much Spencer and Profesaor Cliftord : too little of (oeths,
Uoethe put the whols matter into a few majestic worda
As the grandeur of the * Dead March in Saul” etrikea ane
a3 the enblimest of melody, so does Lioethe appear to utter,
moat muasically, the very honestest and the luftiest truth
when he says : —

Ther, solemnn befaro uq,

Velled, the dark Fortal

Uonl of al mortal © -

Hlary, silent rest a'er ug,

Uravos under uy, sllent :—

While oarnest Lheu gazest

Coinens boding of rerror,

Comes phnntastl sod erroc

Prerplexing the bravos!

With doubt and mirgiving,

Whea ona wants to conclusively demonstrate
any proposition whatever, the easiest way to
. do 8o is, to go into statistics, T.egislators
G“F“Fi“"‘knnw this fact so perfectly that whenever

Return.  they wish to establish anything they juat
move for a retnrn on the subject to be laid before Parlia-
ment—and the thing is dune, when the return is laid on the
table of the House. It is vue of the most interesting pro-
perties of ounierals that you can do what you like with
them when you get & number of them together. There is
oo one that understands the wobnderful capacities of
figures in this respect better than Mr George Fisher,
M.H.R. for Wellington city. I ecan't exactly say how
many returos (eorge Fisher has had prepared during
his legislative career, but & dozen at least are credited to
Lim during the present aession. Having had & hand—in &
particulariy bumble way, [ hasten to add, at atarvation
wages—in the preparation of seme of these returns, I can
honestly eay that | have cursed Mr lieorge Fisher an often,
perhaps, as Seddon or any other man has, during the last
three months, 1 have got into more rows, I niay aay,
through Mr George Fisber, than ever T did through
anybody else: not because I doo't understand how
to matshal tigures in proper order to prove the thing
te be demonstrated, but simply through & cussed
carelessneas and an absentmibdedness, which only those
persons who know mie well conld excuse.  The week before
last 1 waa again full of trouble through Mr Fisher. lle had
called for aoother return. I fayget whether it was to prove
thasthebrilliant nbility of W. F. Reeves had saved the Luuncy
Dep:artment £10,000 during the tizus that he—Keeves—pre-
eided over it, or whether it was to show that the Diepart.
ment loat that sum in consequence of the incsp ity of
Lteeves, whenthat pentleman wiant the head of Lunacy alfairs.
Anyhow, whichever it was, the thing was dobe in arithmeti-
cal tables ; there is, in fact, nothing that can't be dune Lhat
way.

HowaSoprano

Bpoalled Mr

Bnt, as naual, in transcribing & beauotifnlly clean and
neab copy of the return that was to anoihilate lieeves, or
elevate him on a pinbacle of financial fwme from which
nothing could hencetorth drap him down, I placed a sum of
£27,268 189 11d on the )r. silde, instead of the Cr. side, or
on the Cr, mide, inatemd of the Dr. side of the ncconnt.
Well now, in a sense, this waa excusable. 1 was thinking,
at the time, to tell yon the truth, of a most delightful and
charming vocalist : aod wonderiog how it was that the
people of Wellinpton Hecked in thoueands to henr an older,
and lesagraceful and infezior singer, and only came in limited
oumbers to hear a true English songstresa? And, aiter all,
£27,26818x 11d iq aamall nuatake—-uodersucheircamatances.
The tables inoked just ae well, and as puzeling aod incom-
prehenaibla (that's the great besuty of them) when printed
with the wmistake in them ms any other way, Nor wonid
one person in 10,000 have seen that there waa any mistake
in the tables at ali. 1o fact, thess lignres could have been
handed down to posterity as authenlic, were it not for the
fact that there are thres or four members of the House who,
rightly enough yperhans, believe they are Heaven lorn
mrithmeticiane.  They take A& positive pleasare in add.
ing up columpos of (ignres, and & tiendich delight in a
dircovery that they do not tally. ln this way my little
wistake wan laid beie, and Miss Jnlie Alba has & great
deal to answer for, although nobody knows it.  Hot [ da
winh those Heaven born Treasnrers to be weren't 80 awfully
clever | They get n whinle lot of people into troulle beside
the real culpnit.  Norme six or ten membern come down oo
the Mivister and mccuss him, sir, of having dooe all sorts of
wickedness. The Minister cormea down on his L uder-SNecze-
tary, and the Under-Secretary comes down oo the account-
ant, and the mccunntant comes down on a poor devil like
mysell.  Jint mll thia tiwe Misa Julie Albu 1 prepasing to
mail awAy to the Linited Statews, and | do hope amil believe
that the people of the great Hepublic will recopnise her
extraordinary merit, apd give the yraceful youug Euglish
siuger Llie bearty welcome alie desezves |



