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Two very jolly dances were those given in Nelson by Mr
and Mrs Booth on Fiiday and Saturday eveninga to their
friends, youny: and old.  Friday evening was devoted to the
smaller folk, and Satorday to their elders. Two rocms
were need for daneing, which was kept ap with apirit until
a late honr on each evening. The Hoor being perfect and
the supper excellent, it goes without saying thet the dances
were Loth a great snccess.

THE little soburb of Moant Albert s hoping to attract
wany visitore from Anckland on the 23rd aud 24th. This
Wednesday (afterncon) a Sale of Work and Indusetrial
Exhibitien in aid of the Sunday-school fund is to be
opeoned at three o'clock by Rishop and Mra Cowie, and will
remain open all that evening, andthbs followingday. Aninter-
esting piece of work is a pretty red and white quilt, with a
deep border of emall squares. For the snm of sixpence any-
one could purchase a square and work his or ber initiuls on
it. Over a hondred bave been collected and beaatifully ar-
ranged by Miss Larkins. This unique quilt is for sule.

Mgs HAD¥IELD gave n large juvenile party at Bishopa-
coart, Wellington, and this was greatly enjoyed by alout
sixty children, among whom were the Misses Willinins,
(Charles) Johuston, {Walter} Johunston, {iussell, Atkinson,
Heeves, Butts, Gore, Harding, Edwin, Coteridge, Higpin-
ann, Branden, Bakeér, (uick, Morrah, Fowlea, Hislop,
Sprott, ete. Firet they had a sumptuvus tea, and then
varivns games, & Funch and Judy show (given by Mr W.
Maoocrhouse), and dancing amused the yuests until it was
time to depart. A oumber of grown-up people were present
belping Mrs and the Misses Hadfield to entertaio,

AnouT fifty couples *skipped by the light of the moon '
in the Ponsonby Hall oo Friday night.  Captain Edwin
muost have had tha ' At Home' commiltea in bia mind when
be made up the parcel of weather for Auckland. Sharp,
frosty air, that maketh dancing a dream of delight, moon-
light that eanseth to wax sentimental—such was the edict
of the all-poweriul clerk of the weather to the elements
which order poor human existence in Ponsonby as elsewhere,
Hapypy faces and a universal atmosphere of enjoyment testi-
fied to the genersl and complete snccess of the functing.
Mr McIndoe, as M.C., was & host in himself, forming *© seta,’
intreducing everyone to everyone else, and so skilfully
directing the proceedings that they passed off without a
hiteh. Indeed, the success that has hitherto characterized
these munthly dances is largely due to the energy of Mr
Macindoe, assisted by the secretary, Mr F. A. Clarke. Mr
8. Adams and bis band supplied the item which is of
the most importance at a dance—ygood mueic. Mre J.
Hanne superintended the arrangements of the supper-talle
thie month, her tasteful decorations being greatly admired,
Festivities were not * wonnd up * until & very late hour. A
list of the dresses worn (including several most handsome
coatumes) appears in oar Ladies’ Column,

Oxn Thuraday evening last the annusl meeting of the
parishioners of Holy Trinity Church, Picton, took place in
the Sonday-schoolroom, and was largely attended, the ladiea
being, as usual, in the majority. After the business was
completed, and otficera nppointed for the ensciog year, the
meeting resclved itself into m social gathering, and a very
pleasant time was spent in congratulations on the present
success of all things parochial, even to a amall balance in
band to start the new year with. 1t was nnepimonely re-
solved to make hay whilst the son shone, and gatber in a
supply for the future neede of the church and Sunday-school
by providing snmmer excarsipnists with refreshoments, and
initiating a ¢hurch jubilee week for the winter, to take the
torm of an art exbibition, Tea, coffee, cakes, ete., were
handed roand, and & few sacred songs rendered by the
Misses Linton and Miss Howard.

THE fire fiend has again been busy in Nelson. This time
Dr, Leggatt's late residence was the ooe chosen for his at-
tack, the house being burnt to the ground. Unfortunately,
Mr Lyell had just boaght the house and a nomber of fix-
tures, also & dining-rouma suite, and of course these ail
went. An enquiry into the fre elicted the fact that the
honse had been wilfully set on fire, but by whom thers was
oot sutticient evidence to show. The souner the tiend is
cauglt the better, think all Nelsoaians.

HBLENHE(M is again Mooded (the eighth Hood in seven
weeks), and as peregrination wae inipussible, very little
business could be dome. ‘I am sorry to eay,’ writes my
correspondent, * that diphtheria and meastes are epreading,
and are likely to spread, with all this water lyiog about in
hollows and low parts of the town. It is an ondoubted
fact that these conmtant floods mre a great drawback to
Bleohelm, and render the town very unhealthy at this
time of year, bat it is very dilficult to kiuow how to prevent
them, as & Liaok made in one place floods another part, aod
each man has his own pet scheme to protect his own pro-
perty or interests. It is & great pity that anybody was so
stupid as to build a tawn in such & swanipy hole, especinlly
a3 we all have to suffer io consequence.’

Tie second ‘At Home' of the Christchurch Lieder-
kriinzchen waa given at the Y. M.C.A. Rooms on Weadnes-
day afterncon, and was & very interesting snd snccosaful
one. The membera have increased in numbers, atd show
much improvement with continued training, but there was
a little unsteadiness 1o some of the concerted pieces, also in
the piano duet. The soloa were pleasingly rendered, Bias
Fairhuest (president) being very muccessful with * Alln Stella
Canfidente,' Miss Packer playing the viclin obligato. Misa
Wood played twu pieces for piano beantifully, both without
musie. An interesting item was * The Song of the Lieder-
kriinzchen,' words and music comiposed by their conductresa,
Misa Nora Gard’ner, It is a tunefuol, taking part-song, the
words, of coursa, symbolical of their meetings. Amn invita-
tion was given to the Spanish ofticers, about s dozen putting
in an appearance, and with & fow gentlemen by special in-
vitation, mude this & departure from the nsal * At Homen'
given by these ladies. Each gentleman, was provided with
& button-hole bouquet, and at half time, when tea and
coffen waa dispensed with every good thing imaginabla in
the shape of cake and sweets, they seemed to enjoy these
things a8 much as the fair eex. Tha tables were beautifully
decorated, the Spanish flag being draped over the stage, alt
the Liederkriinzchen wearing the eolonrs.

Tt llev. Mr W, Evans has been in Nelson a few days,
and took the opportunity of delivering & lecture on * Car-
Iyle' in the Provincial Hall, which was listened to with
great interest by hia old friends. Ha is & most able lec-
tarer, and Nelson people have missed hiin a great deal, so
that they were glad to be able to show their appreciation of
hia merits by roiling up in good numbers to bis lectare.

THuE recent Cinderella dance in Napier was notably sne-
eessful. DMy correspondent expresses herself thus anent the
ball : ¢ The floor was in first-rate order. There were erowds
of men, and good dancers too, and the supper was most de-
licioms. I beligve the committee have quite given up using
acid for the floor, and inatead rub in some oily mixtare,
which is & marked improvement on the acid. I have heard
sevaral people remark how very good the floor was. There
werg not tnany country people at the ball, and I can assare
you they miesed a treat. Ar Muir, of the Bank of New
Zealand, Hastings, I noticed amoog the dancers. He ia a
great acquisition to the balls, as he dances so well. The
Tomoans menalso rolled up in force—Messrs H, G, Warren,
Cooper, and others.

WHILST the Auckland capping ceremeony was proceeding
on Wednesday night at the Choral Hall, another and more
eminently socipl event waa taking place at a sbort distance.

Mr and Mr= laidor Alexander, 'Ban Remo,' Symonda-atreet, 7’

gave & very isrge dance. The decorations were capital,
The verandah and balcony were completely enclosed with
flage and canvas, and lighted artistically with Chinese
lanterns. There were alwut one hundred and sixty guests
present, the gentlemen predominating in large nambers.
Excellent recitations were piven by Misses Cora and Stella
Alexaader and Mr Montague during an interval of the
ball. The wminnet was also gracefully deanced by
half-a-dozen conples, opder the able toition of Mias
Scott. The supper-table was moat artistically arranged.
In the centre & mirror was placed representing s lake
on which graceful swans floated. The idea was very
happily carried out. Around were pprays of titree in full
bloom, frosted with alom, and on the cuter edge waa soft
white drapery in undulating folde, the effect of a beantiful

snow ecene in the soft light being excellent, and greatly ad- -

mired. Bupper, music, and floor were perfect, and a niost
enjoyable evening was the reault. The Misses Albn were
present. Ihe older gentlemen who did not care for dancing
adjourned to the billiard, card, and muasic rooms.

Mrs CUTTEN gave B large musicale at her residence,
Anderson’s Bay, Dunedin. There were quite sighty gnests,
and the evening was a delightful one. Mies A. Cargill and
Miss M. Cargill gave an original little sketch ealled ' A
Modern Dressmaker.” Mr J. Cargill contributed one of his
humorcus recitations, entitled *Leap Year.’ Sonpgs wers
al2c given by Mra C. Kaettle, Miss licberts, and Mra A, J.
Ferguezon. The supper table locked lovely. The decora-
tions were of red and yellow silk with guantities of glass
dishes of spring flowers, which are begioning to put in their
sweet and welcome appearance. A few eveninge later this
same lady zave & small but moet enjoyabla dance to a faw
friends, amoog them being Mrs Williams, Mra Ogston and
Mrs Ridings, the Misaes Williams, Totmie, Rattray, Spence,
Hoberts, Dymock, Cargill, and a few others,

ANOTILER genial little dance was given in the Uddfellows’'
Hsll, Poowenby, on Friday night, in connection with the
West End Secial Union. Messrs Davis, McComish, Burke,
and Gribben furnished excellent musie. The Hoor wasin
perfect condition for danciog, thereby sdling immensely to
the enjoyment, Mr J. Hees made m popular M.C. Bupper
was supplied by the lodies of the committes, Mesdames
Hees and Bartlett takiog sctive part in the mansgement of
thie important item. Dancing continued until after mid-
night.

STILL another 'surprise party’ in reported from Iticton,
and this, says my cotrespondent, the jolliest of the semson,
at Cam House—the printe of houses for parties—eveotuated
on Wednenday svening. Uunce more the bouse was turped
topsy-turvey, thoupgh when the party arrived darknees and
silonce reigned supreme in the bouse and all around. One
window was found with a broken lock, and an amatear
burglar got in thereat and unlocked the frunt door for the
teat, who made thenselves so thoroughly at hume that the
home party were fain to remove the barricades from the
drawing room and join in the fun going on. Dancing wan
kept up till 2 & m., and everybody waa surry to tear them-
selves gway. In addition te Mr H. C. Heymour and the
Missea Seymour, thare wore Misees (A. P.) Seymour, Mel-
lish, Ureeoeill, Allen, Western (two), White, Philpotts,
Waddy {twe), Hay, Mm Allen, snd Messrs . Waddy,
Western, i, Seymoor, Wynn-Williams, and Whita {Maori
Bay), Redcliffe {Whar¢hunga), Ureensill, 8. Fell, W, and T.
Raillie.

THE progressive euchre epidenic has spread to Onehupya,
and Mrs Scott and Mre lirocklield bare auccessfully cun-
ducted several very pleasant campaigos on these lines.

MEDICAL

PRIVATE HOSPITAL
GRANT ROAD, WELLINGTON.

This Hoapital has been established for the convenicoee of
Patiants requiring skilled nnreing with the cotmfort and
quiet of & private house, and has been mupplied with every
requisite for the proper carrying out of aurgical and medical
treakmens.

INTUR3IINNG BSTAFF :

LADY SUPEHINTENDENT - MRS, HESK. Inte Stall Nurke
London Hespital, liplomiee London Olstotrical socicly
and 13ritish Hospital, London.

MISS GODFRAY, Inte S1atf Nurse, London Naspital.

MISS SQUIRE, latg Wi llington FLospilul, Hind Xurae of Nanier
Hospilal, Extra Nurse and Assistant Night Supecintondent
Edinburgh RRoyal Inllcmary.,

MISS WILDMAN, Nur=ing Siater for nine yonrm Leeds Intlrmnry.

NURSES SEENT OUT TO PRIVATE CASES.

TERMS : From Four Guineas & week, These terins ura payablo
weekly and in advance. and nre exclusive of surpienl dressingy,
arugs, stimulanta and personal lavndry. Paticnts make theirown
arrungements b to medical or surgicn wltondunee.

NO INFECTIOUS CASES ADMITTED.

All Commnunications to be nddressed to the Ludy Superintoncdenl.
Telephone No. 795,

AMI.ISEMENTS

CULU\!!HA l{‘II\K

SKATIN'L-

AGRICULTURAL HALL.

10,30 wo 12 {ludies only) bd ineluding skitles,
X040 .. .. .
7.30 ta 10, Adwmission, 1s; Skates, 1.

Instructors in Allendonce,

E. A. FARRINGTON,

NEW ZEALAND ACADEMY OF

FINE ANRTH, WELLINGTUN.

Yi‘ H.}'L

FIFTH

ANNUAL EXHIBITIUN.
Will bu opencd on

SATURDAY, tiug lathn SEPTEMHBER,
At 3 pm.

14 AHRTISTES AND AMATELUIS:
Formx of cotry far exhibition or compelition cun be obtained

fromn J. Leveh, Bhortlond sicect, Auckland ; Mesers Fisha
Ron, Highutreet, Chrislehureh i Medrogor  Wright, 'rt
vk, Dunedin and Wellinglon ;. and ‘1. Savage nnd Son, ]I.unb

streety Moelson,
A, ROCIE

Hon, Scerctrey.

'{tlYAL POLYTECIHNIC AND MUSEUM UF ART.
;
BRUNSWICK MANT
LIFESIZE TABLEATU X IN WAXWORK.
GUHOLU PR -

“Thu Assassination af Rixaln
Nugget s *Mokes ¥Viewin
Mudil of the New Suuth Wides
on view in Australian Courl. Ch

MILJAMES WHITE,
The well known seulptor, will give demonstmtions af molelling
varying

wn
Open dally fram 10 e, till 5 pom. 'i' P, G 10 pom. Adully,
I children, Sd.

COKER'S FAMILY HUTEL
CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND.
Parnonexsn BY His Exoxiiznox Loap OnNenow

Five minuter from Rail and Poat,
The most moderate Arvi-olags Hotel in Australasia.

l.nc]uulvo tariff per day . - — - - - 108 01
par weok - IS - - - £3 3 0d

THOMAS POPHAM,

Late Cemmander U. 8. Co.. Propriotcr.

kg lenilway ;' duplleate now

nza kxhibition.




