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OUR LEGISLATORS.

BIDE LIGHTH® ON THEMSELVES AND THEIR LITTLE
WAYS,

SARCASTIC SNAP SHOTS FROM THE LADIEY' GALLERY,

{BY BIRDS-EYE.)

I5 a great institotion this of Parllament. With its
various advantages o conatantly in evidencs, he
most be & constitutional sceptic who wonld fail to

recognise its beneficial charactar. Note, however, that the
proanic being who regarda this *Palladium of onr
Liberties’ aa a mere means of securing the good
government of the country is not in a state of mind to
appreciate it. To do so fully one must have a mind

lled by old-fashioned prejudices. It is & graab
educational institntion, & school——{No, sir, I waa not
about to say * school for scandai’'; but if there be M.H.R.s
—and, mind you, I don’t say there are not—who find sach
pabulum spited to their eonstitution, im not this m free
country 1) a school, I said. Now I don't mean precisely »
school of elocution. And yet, where isa the man with sonl
e0 dead as oot to perceive the advantagen derivable by our
embryo public speaicers from s carsful stody of the oratori-
eal models here presented to thelr respectful attention? It
wha

THE MEMBER FOR RANGITIKEI,

I thiok, who aaid in one of his re-cessional speeches that
twenty honest man could easily manage all the legislation
required by this young conatry. [This comviction, be it
noted, does not prevent him drawing an annoal £230 as one of
the supecfinous fifty-fonr.) Wers the people to endorse thia
theory the result would be an immediate saving to the
eolony of some thousands per anusom. But ponder what
Wellington woald lose in such & cess. Barely, in compari-
soh with the rich melodious flow of jewelled mentences by
which sach ekilfal rhetoriciens ss Hogg, Taylor, Bockland,
Buchenan, Fergns, Fraser and Co., enchain night aftar
night the rapt attention of tha Houoss and galleries, a
few paltry thousands are but as dust in the balance.
Bot it is less in respect of ita effect upon the rhetorical
atyle of our budding youth thag in its ivHuence upan poblio
motals that this institution is to be regarded as a schoal.
There was an old person once—in the light of latter-dey
wisdom how foolish he seemms—who daclared that * righteons-
ness exalieth s uation.’ By *righteonaness '] take it that
be meant right doirg. But should aoyone be found to day
80 much bebind the timee, and so iynormntly bold, what
wonld bappen himt! Why, if he were an M.H.R. tha
member for Te Aroha would aay he was “ high falatin®’ on
a ‘' peddiga) I’ and the high-souled Fish would hiss him for
n fmnatic. Foz we have ontgrown that simple philosophy -
the majority of us, ai any rate. We know—for have not
the Leaders shown ur—that
PARTY HAS HIUHER CLAIMS THAN RICHT,

snd that sincerity is the attribute of a simplaton, The old
watchwords sre not yet wholly abjured, but the time is
comiog ; and, meanwhile, the day of simples is over, and
our honesty, like onr other gunalities, i & mixed artiole,
Mixed, too, after the * Matteian ' methed, on the pribainle
ol firat, second, nnd third dilntions. Thua & grain goos &
loog way ; which, after sll, only proves that we are keepiog
pace with the times. Until one finds all this out, the
methods of the place are confusing. A atrangsr from the
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blessad verdaney of the country is apt to be misled. Ha
never dreams of dooble shuffle, but takes all he hears for
goepel, and fancies all things what they seem, than which
there is no greater fallacy. As & matter of fact
NO ONE HERE CALLS A SPADE A SPADE,
at least not sfter his first seasion. When an M.H.R says
& spade, he means a boe, and vice versa. Now conwider the
advantages of nuch & mode of speech. Dowes it tot follow sa
the night the day tbat speech will eventoats in adtion ?
‘Was ever double-tongue fonnd save in the mouth of a
doubla-dealert What follows thent And who will oata-
logne the advantages which will scorne to ua when we have
taken ounr leason to heart and daveloped into
A NATION OF DOURLE-SHUFFLEES!

The sqbjeet is & fascinating one, but thare are note more
pressing which will prevent my porsuing it further to-day.

On & bench immediately below my preseut chair sits the
member of all here moat distiogoislmd —that is, he aita
when he isn’t atanding, or walking, or lying duvwnm, or
lonnging, or wriggling, sl of which he is doing pretty often.
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look not at all winning. He has an immense head whoes
proportions are but little obscured by the thin long strands
of hair ne carefolly guided over and gloed to his pate.
{Query, who wonld have imhgined mental

KINSKIP BETWEEN THE SENIOR MEMEEER FOR AUCKLAND

AND THE KENIGHT OF INANGAHUA,

yet both alike are ashamed of Time's ravages, and both
alike appear able to delude themselves that they are delud-
ing the pablic with those earefully-glaed strands of hair.
If they onty knew how fnnny they Jook when * their brows
nre wet with honest sweat,’ and the long hairs hang down
like rats’ tails behind one esr they would, like ancther
membar, larest in a wig straight away. Sach an acqnisition
would add materially to the intereat which all the world
feals in both.)

YWhat & great possession is high intellectual faculty. Bir
Robert Stont has it andeniably. You feel it in his presence.
Yon sre oouscions that in that respect the House is dis-
tinetly poorer io his absence. He ix not to be ignored, and
can't be enuffed out. Many men as big, some bigger, sit in
their places and come and go; bnt you neither see them
when thers, nor misa them when absent. Kot you cen'd
help recing At ; he is & great fact. Better, perhaps, were
his abilities of A humbler order since he ia the man be is.
I am thinking mow of that petnlant irritabilisy which,
nnlesa he conguers ft, will always militata mgaiost his

SIR RoBERT STOUT in & moment of repose (from an
instantareous phatograph).
SIR BOBEKRT CAN'T BIT BTILL.

8ir Robert Stont can do many things, and compass many
others ; but there’s one thing be can’t do for his life, ';nd
that is sit still for five minutes at a stretch. For a big man
he has n wonderfully sensitive nervous organisation. Thisia
constantly in evidence. You ser it in tha perperoal shifting
of his position—a place of reat he cannot fnd ; yono hear itin
his irritable eries of ' Order | Order |" and be brings it into
elearer view ia his angry retorte npon thoee who interrupt
him or otherwira wonnd his seneibilities. This extrema
irritability, thia supersensitivenssa places him st a great
disadvyantage in Parliarment ; for no man may hope success-
fully to manage men whose own nervooe system: is mo-
manageable, and it is nndemstood that Sir Robert haa not for
ever resigned all ambition in that direstion. He is alt-
- ting, just at thia moment, with his hack to me, writiog
lettera. As one would expect, he has an immense corres-
pondence which his power of concentration enables him to
read and reply to without, apparently, losing & word of
what ia going on. Immersed he may seem in a legal-look-
ing d t, but let drop & word offensive to his
amour propre, or even Tois-state a fact in bygone Parlla-
mentary proceedings, ahd bis sars prick up {nstantly, while
the ready songue snaps out correction. That he in
A MAN OF UNCOMMON INTELLECTUAL FACULTY
and of rare powars of expression avsrybody kuows ; & man
be ls of commanding presence, too, passable enough &s to
looks, though his exprosaion i spoiled by an odd cresaing ab
she outer cornern of the eyes which gives him & *smirky”

as & leader. He has otker disqualifieations
alao, eay some who love him not, bot this one is moat
in evidence. It is difficalt to sep exactly what will be
the ontcome of his presence in Parliament, Ware placidity
of temperainent and sunavity of manoers united to his other
qualifications, it needs no prophet to foretell what wonld
happen. An sdvanced wing of the democratic party wonld
soon carry all- befors it, for mmbition in not dead within
him, and it j= easy to seo that

HE THINKS HIMSELF SMARTEE THAKN ALL

MINISTERS

put together, and it s, just now, the policy of Her Majesty’s
Upposition to *confirm bim in that opinion.” Not coutent
with assuring him that he ‘completely overshadows'
tninisters, that he 'simply dwarfa each and all of them,’
that be in their ' guniding spirit,’ that it is 'intolerable that
he should be permitted to occupy sauch an ancmalons
position,” ete., ate., they also fawn on and flatter him, pay

THE PREYENT

8tp ROBERT with his head turned by Opposition flattery.




