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TIHIE NEW ZEALAND GRAT'IIC

JLoupfaineering in New Fealand.

NEW ZEALAND

ALPINE CLUB.

WINTER ABCQHNT OF MOUNT TORLESSH.

"Y' T is satonishing how great is the want of knowledge of
the pglaciers and Alpa of the colony amangst thoss
liviog in New Zealand. Many peopls do not agem to

12alise that we have monntaina covered with perpetnal snow

and ice from 6000 ft to their summits. Many are alwo
under the impression that when Mounta Cook, Earnslaw,
ltnapehn, snd & few others ara nigntioned that they have
named every peak worth namiog. Instmuces can be shown
of this in dealing with Earnalaw, of which mountain soch
expressions as the “second mountain of New Zesland,’

* second only to Mount Cook,' and o op, are often nsed.

Now Mount Earnsiaw is 8,200 feet high, and comes only
twenty ninth on the list of great monntaina, and it is & fact
that we have many hupdreds of unclitmbed peaks covered
with perpetual snow manod ice. Our Alpine playground is
nearly, il Dot guite, an large as that of Switzerland. We
have larger glaciers, Jower perpetual anow line, and peaks
which are in every respect aa diflicolt and grand as any i

urope.

aven longer, marely part of an enjoyable dsy's worke. Tt in
troe be will be Jooked on as & maniscaor something of the kind
for undergoing the hardshipa that are necessary in our Alpa
in porenit of his idea of arnnsement, bot why is he a
greater fool than the man who knocks himeelf about at foot-
ball, goes for houm together over bad gronud for shooting,
whips n stream day after day for fish, or for indnlging in
auy otber sport one can think of *  All sporta worthy of the
name entail hard work. If they didn't where counld the man
be frund whe'd go in for them ? It ia this sporting inatinet
which has made the Euglishman what he is, and given him
the perservance and pluck to overcome the hardehips of real
life.

Considerable work has been done in the way of opening
up and exploring the large glaciers in the Sontharn Alps by
the members of the New Zealand Alpine Clab, but con-
sidering the eplendid field for work and scenery to be
found, there are very few men enthusiastin or energetic
enough to go beyond the very limited number of beaten

discoverien worthy of note. Ta Janoary, 1850, Mesars Mun-
nering and Harper wers the frst to erom the soothern spur
of Mount Cook at the head of the Ball Glaeier, thas finding
a pass from the Tasman Valley to the Hooker Valley.
Thia has been done several times since, and owing to its
wuperb views will become & very popular expedition in the
fatore. In the same month the same two climbers made the
first exploration of tha Muorchison Glacier, which proved
to ba some 11 miles long by 14 broad, and the sacond largest
in New Zealand. On this trip they were three days withoat
tents, and owing to the nnexpected size of the glacier, ron
out of food, bat they had the satisfaction of making exten-
uive corrections in the existing mape,

In December of the same yesr Messrs Mannering and
Dixon made the second almost complete mscent of
Mounat Cook by the ronte followed by Mz Greem in his
ancent in 1852, and Messrs Harper and Blakiston made the
fimt complete traversa and exploration of the Hooker
Glacier, resching the divide at its head (8,688 {t). Thess two
expeditions are notable for the fuct that Mount Cook wes
found to be mepor of the main range, and sends no water
down to the Weat Coast, being some distance to the East
of the waterahed,

In 1891 variona expeditions on new ground may be men-
tioned. In February, the first recorded ascent on the Malts
Brun Range was made by Messrs Johnson and Harper, of &
pass to the Murchison Glacisr, from the agmmit of which
grand views were obtained, one of whizh accompanies thia
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WILD MAN'S RIDGE AND HEAD OF DOUGLAS GLAZIER MOUNT ARROWSMITH.

Yet in epite of this fact many, including even some who
have heen to the Hermitage, still continue to talk of Mount
Cook as if it were our only great mountain, periodically
bringing in Mount Earnelaw, as one of tha few others of note
whereas 80 far as can be ascerlained At present, Mounts
Tramnaa and Nefton are mora diflicolt from a climbing point
of view and as grand to louk at 88 Mount Cook, and are oot
far ahiort of it in height.

The ascending of such peak= as thess with their immense
anow and ice fieldn ia 8 seience in itself. Mountaineering in
nat, ak some soppose, only & case of ‘climbing hills,' but
can only be safely induiged in after years of hard work and
experience. It is aa different from the hill-climbing of the
popular mind as riding to hounds in a ditlicult country ir to
dubkey riding. The coe requires an immense amoant of
experience, ciution, and skill, the other mere muscle and
perseveranca. The average mooatslnesr looks on elimbing
a hill, which only requirea walkicg, an & * beastly grind,’ hut
put him on to an ieeclad peak, anl the exeitement of
avoiding dangers, overcoming great difficulties, and the
glorivan scenery ,will make au plghteen bour' expediticn, or

traeks. The Cinb waa formed in Jely, 1891, with ita hend.
quarters at Christchnreh, and is compoeed of about forty
members from various parts of New Zealand, and some
thirty -tive ‘ subscribers.’ The former number ineludes old
explorers who did pioneer work in the ranges whether above
or below the snow line in the early days of the colony, and
aiso those who have of later years done wotk on the glaciem
and above the enmow line, the object of the Clnb being
amongst others to record old explorations which are fast
being lost sight of, to enconrags mountaineering proper, and
geverally to open up and explore the higher Alps. The
latter number conststs of persons who wieh to hefp the club,
but who do not neceasarily take an active part in the climb.
ing. They pay half aubscription, and partake of the benefits
of membership.

The club pablishes & very interesting journal twice s year,
issuned gratia to membera and subscribers, whith containe
articles on adventure, diswoveries, and ucientific work in
the high Alps, Coneiderable work has been dons by mem-
bera of the club doring the past three years in the Alps,
and they have been inxtrumenial i making one or two

article, looking towards Mounta Cock and Tasman., Of tha
other work done in the year may be mentioned partial ascent
of Mount Sealy (8,600 It} and Moant de Ia Beche {10,020 ft)
in the Tasman district, alao the secnnd mscent of Mognt
Earnelaw, and firat macent of the Remarkables at Wakitipn
by Mr M. Koss and his brother, with Bitley the guide. In
Decamber of the year Mesera Mannering and I.ean crossed
the divide at the head of the Godley Glacier, descending
for the firat time to the West Coaat.

Ia 1892 wmay be mentioned an sscent of Moant Holles-
ton on the Weat Comat Road, and some explorations on
the West Coast side of the Range up the Kellery Itiver,
when Mesars F'ark, of Hokitika, explored the Harton and
Kellery Glaciers, making considerable corrections in the
maps. This year, however, tlere was not so muach work
done, & partial ascent of Arrowsmith, & fine peak up the
Asbbutton river, and & second partial mscent of De la
Leche being the only work recorded.

Tz pddition to the above expeditions there have been
several worthy of note taken by marveyors who alsc belong
to the club, but the Above represent the chiel of those



