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THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPIIC

LIFE IN A MAORI KAINGA.
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{CONTINUED FHOM LAST ISSUEK)

DU not say this of all, Lut it fs the
prevailing type. So with the
youbyg Maoriof the present race: s
new ers has dawned onhim witha
new languape opening out vistas
of unexplored kuowledye mad
poasibilities, to which the old
race are utter strangers. He
looks on the history, treditions,
ete., of his anceators with balf
contempi 88 old women's tales,
and hasa few ideas im consmon
with the old stock who atill sur-
vive. He is no longer ruled by
the wise precepta of his ancestors,
and haa really no moral law but
expedient, TInstead of iuduostrious caltivation of the land
which was enjoined and iosiated on under native role,
he passes his time in loating, amokiog, riding about,
and villages which were at one time surroanded with
caltivations supplying the inhabitnots with & rongh pleaty,
818 now without any signa of eulture, the owners living,

not answar exeept in tribal! relations, where there is a com.
munity of property to & great extent, and young and old
sbare alike. For the first part, sin in the transgressor of the
law, and as neitber the law of nature, nor the tribal Jaw was
tranegressed there was no sin.

With regard to the second, relerring to the marrisge
state, the commandments wers made by the Deity for a
wise parpose, aod- though the ralera of this people
koew oot His laws, ms in this casa the Seventh
Commandment, they thoroughly understood that it
was essontial to the well Leing, in fack, to the very ex-
istence of tribes that held right by might that the rising
#everation should be numerous, strong and healthy, hence
their strict lawa with regard to those women set apart for
purposes of procreation. Nominally the Maori now follows
the caatoms of civilised life, really they are much the eama
aa ever, with thia ditference, that there being onoly pakeha
Iaws now to ooforce marriage Edelity (which lawa are a
mere farce) there is not much of it, and promiscuous inter.
course is leading to the gradual extinction of the race. (ld
Tamihane Pakoro advocated habite of industry and culti-
vation of the ground, both by precept and practice, though
formerly such work would have been beneath his dignity ae

itavoured ms the tob of that is 1! good, but
it is Iar better than a good deal of ths rubbish that s sold.
Indian eoru grows and ripens well in the northern parta of
the North Island. It is grown, too, in the Middie Island,
but does got thrive mnch ; the summers thurs are not hot
enongh for it. The Maoris either roast the cobs at the firs
and gnaw them, or else pot them in baskets, which they
keep in a water-hole till the corn is rotten ; it is then benten
up ioto a paste and boiled. It smella very nsaty, bot it ia
very pleasant to the taste. The natives of the South Sea
Islands prepare bread froit in & similar manner ; they ¢all
iz pol.
potato, they grow kumeras or sweet potatoes, which is an
aram ; the gourd or calabash, called hue, alsa pumpkins,
water and rock melons. Komeras sre rathar amaller than
the ordinary potato, sod they are pink-skioned ; when
boiled they are about the connistence of & turnip, and aas
ewedt 8o & carrot. The gourd ia hollowed out and need as
a vessel for food, water, ate., but thewe are now giving place
to Entopean utensils,

The Maoris had many resources for foed in the indigenous
productions of the country, but these are now seldom made
usa of.  EKdible fern. fur instance, which is seldom found
except on Lhe richest land, the rocts; & fuotb or two beneath

the surface, containing n good deal of farinacecus matter, It

is zooked by laying it om hot embers till sufficiently roasted.
Itis then ecraped with a shell to take off the blackened
outside, then beaten with a wooden mallet to separate the
farioa from the fibres; it was thas considered a good aoti-
dote for sea sickness.  The shouts of the nikan, an indige-
nous palm that bears no edible fruit; the shoots mnd tap

or half-starving, on money accruiog from the sale of tribal
lands or renta of the same.  1f some are incliped to be in-
dustrious others are not, and those who cultivate would
have to shara with lonfers, on the ground that the land be-
longed 4o the tribe, whereas pative law compelled all to
coltivate, as the sustenance of tle tribe depended on it.
Referring to the relation of the sexes, according to Maori
cuntom uonmarried girls were, frum a very early age, per-
mitted to receive the attentions of the other sex at pleasure.
If in consequence a contraband baby occasionally presented
iteelf, it was looked upon as oze of the tribe, and no dis-
credit or detriment to the damsel. Certainly the girl's
parents had o right to dentroy it if the connection was par-
ticniarly obnoxious to thern, but this was seldom done.
When the yirl married it merged into her huabaud's fanily,
aud Aa polyuainy was the role, all youny women got manied
saner ot later. The consequence was that there were (and
are) ne old maida or celibate bachelors mmongst thae
Muaoriy, and many evils were thus avoided, which civilisa-
tion entails. Ouoce married, infraction of the inarriage
laws was punished by death or lieavy eonfiscations. I be-
lieve this to be m far better ayatem than ours, but 16 would
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& ¢hief and warrior, but now all casta work wilthout dis-
tinclion mt times. He was veory sententious, having many
wakatauki or proverhe, e, fur instance, * Tama tu, 1ama,
ora, Tama noho, tama mate kai (The man that rieea to work
willbesatisfied ; the man whosita still willbe hongry).” Also:
* Ebarn te tos taan, he toa paheketieke, ko to toa ngaki kai
ekore e paheke (Vain is bravery in war, for it is an uncertain
thing, but he whn is brave in tillape is certain of reward).’
‘The Maoris hove as many proverls and wiske saws ns we
have.

‘The ooltivations of the kainga were enclosed with a
tieps, thot is a fence, made by driving in a double row of
atakes, between which branches, ete., are laid transversely,
the etakes being tied togethar at intervals with twine. Tha
whites catl it a tieup fence, the Maoris taiep, words very
similar and haviog juet the sawme weacing. The cultiva-
tivna were carried oo by the nld men and women. They
grew tobaceo, the Virinlan pink biossorsed plant. They
prepared the leaf by putting it in heaps when green to sweat,
that is heat snd ferment. It is then rolled intu pluge
which mre tightly bound round with flax Imshiog till they
become bard and set. It in mild to mnoke, and not as well

root of the ti-tree (eommonly called the cabbage tree), which
in somethiog like the toddy tree in India, from which a
spirit is diatilled ; the reot of the toi, n gianb grass with
lofty plumed reeds growing sometimen twelve feet hiph ; the
roots of the ranpo, a spacies of bulrush growing in &WBInps,
all when baked in & kopa Maori form food more or lesa
natritiona nud palatable. The mmmakn, & tree fern gener-
ally koown to gettlers As mumok, which sometimes attpina
& height of twenty leet, is nearly all edible ; the ontside
bark or sbell being removed, the reat in B vegetable sub-
stance with scarcely any fibre in it. When cooked it 1s
pleasant to the taste, Several kinds of fongua growing onm
dend timber are editle. The pirori is held to be the beat of
New Zealand indiennos fruite; it grows on trailing
plant called gigi. It is something like pine apple in con-
nistence —sweet bilter in tmate. But none of the pative
vegetabla prodactions are very palatable to Europeans,
though the oative European children seem to relish them.
The Maoria are not without amosements.  OF an evening
they often awsemible in the Iarger wharés. Soms of the
Kotiry, or young women, will sing baka songs, whilat some
of them dance the haka dance. In this the daocers Hrace-

Theu besidea rewi or tiwa, the namea of the commaon |
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