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opics of the Week.

SOCIETY'S SAYINGS AND DOINGS

-M.8. LIZAED is paying a visit to Wellinyton, snl

I" her captain und officera are rapidly making friends

in the Empire City. They are all atrangers, #s it

happens, which is rather unusoal, as the officers in the navy

change 20 often and so rapidly that ooe elmost always finds
sumguhe on board that one has met before.

Mgs (DR) CoLLINS gave a very enjoyable little dance and
imvited & number of the cfficers uf the * Lizard,’ and arong
the other guests were the Misses Wanchope, Everett,
KRhodes {two), Girace, {Walter) Juhneton (thiee], (Sidney}
Johnpeton, Iogles, Trimnell, McGregor, and Holmee.
Messra enrce, . Johnston, C. Cooper, Tedd, Anson,
Jackson, Captain Hunter-Blair, Captain Clayton, ete.
King supplied the music snd a very merry little gathering
broke up at midnight, it being Satarday night.

A MOST delightful dance was held at Cam House, Picton,
the residence of Mr H. C. S8eymour, in hononr of Mr and
Mrs Seymaur’s pilver weddiog, Mra Seymour being absent
visiting friends in the North leland, was greally missed by
her old friends, though the Misses Seymanr assisted by
their consin, Miss (A, P.) SBeymour, made saplendid hostesses,
and Mr Seymeur was in bis element as & host. The guests
numbering about tifty, enjoyed themselves amazingly, and
the verdict all round was that it was the lovelieat party held
in Picton since the good old days when the Government
Officer ware gn epidence at the top of High-atreet, and young
wen were far more plentiful then young girls are now.

A (ENEKAL topsy-turviness bad taken place in the house.
The large drawing-room had been campletely denunded of
furoiture and decorated with Howers and ferns for the
dancipg. The dining-reom opening into it made a cosy
withdrawing-room, where the non-dancsrs playved cards and
lived over the old time parties again,and the dancers treoped
in occasionslly to stand round the roaring fire, and gladden
the Learts of the elder ones by their bright, pretty faces,
The verandah was curtaiced in and feroished with couches
and eany ehairs, and trills of plensant laughter from thence
mingled with $he notes of the piano in the ball-room. The
small drawiog-ronmn was converted inte & supper-room,
The tabla ia the centre looked like a poem with its garlands
of jonguils and robes of orange Liberty ailk, surroundiog a
'feast of nectar'd sweets.' Daneiog was kept up with
unabated vigoar till 4 8.m., Bod after joining bands and sing-
ing ' Auld Lang Syne,’” at that bewitching haur whea night
and morning meet on the hourizon, the visitors tors them-
Belves away.

N Wednesdny evening in the Choral Hall will be ecele-
lirated the annual capying ceremony in eonuection with the
Auckland branch of the New Zealand University, and Lhe
presentation of diplomses to those who have, during the
year that las past, altained the degrees of B A. or
M.A.  That New Zealand wonien are coming to the
fore in mnattera educational is clearly proved by the
large proportion of female to male graduates each
year. Neven ladies are to obtain cortificates of degree
on Wednesday eveaiog, four the dejree of M. A., sod three
of B.A.  Their numes are Mias Currie, M. A, Miuws C. ID.
Grant, M.A., Miss Morrison, M.A., Miss Shrewabury,
M.AL, Miss C. Frost, 13 A., Misa J. 1), tirant, B.A., and
Miss A, Maorray, B A.

Tur. plain and fancy dress ball at the Bpit, Napier, was a
very preat suceess.  ‘The hall was beautifully decorated for
the oceasion with flage, flowetr, pictures, ete. The musie
whs exceedingly goad, and the floor capital. A most de-
licious supper wae provided. The costumes were excep-
tionally pretty and tasteful. Misw Kiog was much admired,
alvo Miass Gilding.  The geotlemen's costuruens were varied
and original.

Tnx Misses Connolly, Remuera, Anckland, gave B moab
delightful afterncon tea last Friday to their youny lady
friends. The wenther wan aa disagreeable as it could pus-
wibly be, thuugh it kiodly cleared up for a short time to
allow the guests to adjourn to their homen without being
drowned, The Misses Conoully's residence ia prettily situ-
ated at the end of Hrighton Itsad on a koull overlovking
Hubson and Judge's Bays. The view from the window is
extremely picturerque. Tes, coflee, and a great varioty of
cakes were banded rovwod during the afternuch.

MRgs Ouivir gave s large afterncon ‘At Howme' on
Tuesday in Welliegton, when the gueats were all young
people, ud music and eames occupied most of the time,
Afternoon tea was prettily laid ont in the dining-room, and
the drawing-room was tastefully decorated for the ocemaion.
Among the guests were Miss Dorothy Holleston, of Canter-
bury, who ia staying with Mrs Oliver for the iou; Misn

A S0CIAL waa given by the Civil Servies Clab, Danedin, for
the purposs of bringing into closer scquaintance membors of
tha Civil Servies. The City Hall was beantifolly decorated
for the occasion, and erowded with dencers. Kobertshaw's
Band supplied the music. (}uite oue hondred conples were
present, and the long evening proved ma enjoyable that it
in intended to make it an annusl affair. There was an ox-
eellont supper. The whole time waa not devoted to danciag,
some good mosic being interspersed, Mm Marphy, Misses
Munir and Treseder, Mssars Mnorrison, Manson, Martin,
Grabam, Packer, and others contributing songe.  The Com.
mittes are greatly to be praised for the way in which they
nmanaged things, and if an evening of unqualified svecesa
conld reward them for their Ialours, then they had that
raward, for it was one of the pleasantest gatherings imagin-
sble. [t was a very cold and dismal day too, but while the
rain poured outaide, inside the City Hall all was brightness,

THE second of the series of Mr F. M. Wallace's concerts
of chamber music took placs oo Thorsday evening io the
Provincial Coaacil Chamber, Christchurch, before a packed

‘Wauchope, Misa Everatt, Misa Cobb, the Misses Williams,
the Misses (Walter) Johnston, Misa {$idnsy) Johnston, Misa
Ingles, Miss Cara Ruesell, Mies Acland, the Misees Had-
field, the Misses (rore, tha Misses Grace, Misa Reynolds,
snd Messra Vogel, Tolborat, Baldwin, Rirhmond, Torabnl),
Kolleaton, ete, Mrs Oliver wore & pretty dull Gobelin blas
gown, trained and trimmed with velvet to match and Mias
Iolleston wors a dark green tweed with epanletses of
velvet.

Trr Missea Albn's visit to the Avondals Luuatic Asylam
on Thursday afternoon was & much-appreciated deed of
wmercy, Mr Fuller {tenor), Misa Clarice Brabazon (pianiste),
and Mr Plunkett (mansger), were alzo of the party. The
concert occupied mbout an heur. Misa Julie Albu sang
*Sing, Sweet Bird'aad © Ylang Ylang®; Miss Kose Albu
gave 'Uur Last Waltz,” ' Comin’ thro' the Rye,” and
‘Woman's Way’'; Mr John Fuller saog ¢ Let me like a
Soldier Fall,' *Moca,’ and “Old Madrid’ An exquisite
duet, the *Miserers,’ hetween Misa Julie Albu and Mr
Fuller, was greatly liked, as waa also Miss Erabazon's play-
ing. Beautiful honquets of violets were presented to the
talented songstresses, whilst one patient, known as the
* Empress of China,' gave Mr Fuoller some white camellias,
Another patient begged the Mieses Albn to mccept three
little paintings of hia owDn as a soovenir of their visit. The
pariy were much pl d with the 1 , eleanliness, and
order of the whole building. Through their whole concert
tour these pleasiry vocalirts have generonsly niadea point
of giving each of the large hoepitale and lunatic asylums a
delighiful concert.

LAST Friday Mss MeMillan (Auckland) had apother of
her furtnightly orchestral practices. *Arstrath’ isesnchs
charming house, and the family are so musical, that thesa
pleatant evenings are niuch spprecisted and eagerly Inoked
forward to by the Remuera young people.

(NEHUNGA ia peacefully enduring the rain and recoveriog
from the meaasles. The furtoightly tennis elub dances are
said to Le increasingly saccessfal. The Rev. L. M. Isitt is
conducting B well-attended temperance mnission, which is
pretty nearly the sole excitemeat of the week.

TiE highwayman bas at 1ast ceased to he the eubject for
conversation in New Plymouth, aud will probably be left to
meditate on his wreng doings for sume time to coms.  Mr
Harold Thomson, who captured him, has been presented
with a gold watch snd chain and & puras of sovereigns, and
Mr Holiues, who assisted Mr Thomson, received a diamond
ring, all of which bave been subscriberl for by the residents
of New Plyniouth.

TiE bunting in Donedin has been specially well astended
by ladies. The last meet was Bt Waikouaiti, by invitation
of Mr Orbell. The tun was over four iniles, and the
ground, owing to the recent raius, in very bad condition.

THE Orchestral Society gave the first corcert of tho new
seREOD with great success in the Opera House, Wellington,
belore a large aud very appreciative audisnce, among whom
were Lord and Ludy Glasgow, Miss Wauchope, and Capt,
Hunter-Blair, The great feature of the concert was the
performance of Beethoven's Syniphony (No. 8), an ambitions
stiempt for so young & society, but cne which was crowned
with almost complete success, the only fanlt arisiog
through one of the hornista being at fanlt during
ous movement aod cousiderably marring the general
effect. Mr Alfred Hill, the conductor, in Jdeserving of the
highest praise fur keepiog up the standard of music at thess
valuable concerts, and his instrumentaliets, many of whom
are ladias, show evidence of real atudy ln the interpretation
of the varicus parts. The ooly vocalist was Mr E. J. Hill,
who contributed two vocal solos with orcheatrs] accompani-
ment, in & very pleasing manner, hia voice being very good
on thir particulur occasion.

i Munically it was quite eqoal to its predecessor,
and not a few were sorry when it was over, and almoat im-
mediately began to talk of the pext. The cencert opened
with & guarteste by Mr Wallace nod Miss Beath (violina),
Mies Rich (viola), and Mr H. H. Loughnan {'cello}, which
wan beautifully and evenly played. Mr Wallace played
a ‘Homanza’ by Max Broch, ita only fault heing its
brevity, Mr K. Trist Searell aceompanying him. Mr
H. M. Lund was the solo pianist, and geve Keethoven's
“Sonata io I Minor’ with both fire and delicacy, and later
be and Mr Wallace gave the great * Kreatzer Sonata’ for
pisno and violin in good styla. Mr Hogh Reeves was the
vocalist, and preatly pleassed the andience with two songs of
Schubert's, his third one from Tannhaiiser not being so suc-
cessful. Commander Barriere and aboat twenty ofticers of
the Nautilus were present by invitation of Mr Wallace, ac-
companied by Mr Arenas (Spanish Coasul), Mre and the
Misses Arenas.

NAFIER seems determined to take the lead in summer
games. A eorrespondent writea: " We are to have a new
tenanis elub, to taks the place of the old Scinde Club, and to
be called the Napier Lawn Tenniz Club. The prospects
look very uright, as we commence with & strong member-
ship. The lawn ia to be put into first-rate condition as soon
#a possible, as the meason is to open in Qetober. The fol-
lowing are the office bearazs of the mew club—President,
Mr Horace Baker ; Vice-presidents, Dr. Hitchings, Messrs
G. M. Morris, T. W. Balfour, and G. N, Pierca ; committes,
Menars C. Cato, W. Anderson, W. P. Finch, F. Hhaodes, and
G. P. Dasent ; honorary secretary, Mr Jack Parker; honor-
ary treasurer, Mr F. Kimbell."

Miss GRACE, of Wellington, who is shortly to be married
to Mr Wight, was p d with a haod goog by the
ladies of the Society of St. ¥incent de Paul, and great regret
was expressed by the Rev. Futher Dlawson, on behalf of the
members, at her approaching departura for Indis. Miss
Grace has for meny years besn an sctive member of the
Society.

Tk seriea of lectures on tnrsiog And tooking in Dunedin,
inangorated by the St. Jobn's Ambulance Association, and
conducted by Dr. Jeffcoat, have been pleasantly eoncluded
by a bandscnie presentation made to the doctor by Lady
Stout, on bebalf of the members. The gift was g maasive
oak and silver waiter. The lectures have been exceedingly
instructive, as well as interesting, and many women are
waking up to the fact that proper foed means good health,

A PUBLIC meeting was held in Picton lnst week to con-
sider the queslion of holding the Championship Regatta ot
New Zealand in Picton harbour. Mr F. Shaw, Hon, Sec.
Blenheim Rowing Club, was present, and atrongly ad-
vocated measures being takea at once to effect that end,
A committee was forined to canvass Marlborough for enp-
port, and & resolution will be forwarded to the New Zoa-
land Rowing Association to that purpose.  Mr Shaw’s en-
thusissin will, no doubt, carry weight, and as Yicton har-
bour is centrally situated, snd eminently suitable for
regattas, which can be held thera in all weather, the Picton
folke took upun the project an un fuit accompli.

M1t HARRY YoGEL got up A bachelors’ danee in Thomas'
Hall, Wellington, whieh pruved moet enjoyable. It was
quite & small aitair, and was ealled an Impromptu Bresd
and Butter Dance, but as the supper was a particularly de-
licious one, the latter term might a8 well have been left
out; but it isstronply susp d,fram the g 1 appesrsacs,
that Mr Vogel's lady friends hod been lending = helping
hand, both in the supper snd decorations, King supplied
the masic, and neveral ladies played the extras at supper
time. Aaihere were only about sixty or reventy guesta in
all, there wan plenty of room, snd the Hoor was in excellent
condition. Thers wea A dinner party at Government Housa
on the same night, and several of the party —Misaauchope,
Mies Holroyd, and Captain Clayton—arrived late.




