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TIHE NEW ZEALAND GRATHIO

WAIFS AND STRAYS.

—

A HEAYVY purwe iv an axcellent coanterweight to a light
heart.

He that is good for making excases is seldom good for
anythiog elie.

It iv mo point of wisdom for & man to beat his braios
about things inipossible.

Une of the most I tiog of pations is walching
other people work ; but only a foreman can make it pay.

A wale would rather hear himeelf bray than listen to
apny other masic. A good many people are made like bim.

Scratch the green riad of & sapling, or wantonly twist ii
in the woil, and a scarred or crooked oak will tell the act in
years to cime. How foreibly does thin fgore show the
necewity of giriog right tendencies to the minda and hearts
of the young.

Happy are thosa who have lost their relish for tamuoltuons
pleasure, and are content with the seothing quiet of
ionocence and retirement | Happy are those whore amuse-
ment is knowledge, and whose suprene delight the cultiva-
tion of the mind ! Wheraver they shall be driven by the
persecution of Furtune, the means of enjoyment ara atill
with thens ; and that weary littlenesa which renders life
unsupportable to the voluptuous sod the lazy is nokmown
tr those who cao employ themselves by readiog.

Curlous Hapits oF Rooks.—Among the odd babits of
rooks is the way rhat members of the same ronkery have of
inter marrying generation after generation. The males al-
ways choose Lheir wives from among their near neighboura ;
sod if ute tiould ha so bald as to bring home to his rookery
A bride from & distance the other tooka will invariably re-
fase tn receive Ler, and wil! force the pair to build some
way off. In the neighbsarhood of big rookeries outlying
nerts of this kind may always be found.

ROMANCE 1I¥ ReEAL LIve —When ili, & man is

peculiarly eu:ceptible to kindness, and a pretty
purse is apt to Lecome dangerous to hie peace

sod defenoe of the toilers. Hia patriotic songe hare &

NOTABLE PEOFLE

f

LIVER WENDELL HOLMES, the American Poes
Launreate, sayn that there is a0 hard and fast raule
by which & man cin become & poet if be is borm

one. Booner or latar the world will know it ; bos wheever
sxpects to maks money by publishiag poetry will be
disappointed. Tha ¢h are & th d to ope
sgeinst him. Verse is & drog in the market. The
causes for this decline in the poatical market may
ba varioun It is, however, clear that the public
taste runs in an opposite direction, The post finds his mosg
formidal'e rivals in the modern novel, the ericket Geld,
football, lawn tenuis, racing, boxing, comic songs, and the
opers coiqne, besides which the trend and spirit of the
simes in * how Lo gef money ;7 therefora we fear the poet will
bave to wait for better times.

The subject of onr picture is Mr W. R. Wills, well known
as a Now Zzaland poet. He was born at Hath, Eogland, on
Jannary 2lat, 1837, and was the youngest son of the Rer.
John H. Wills, Wesleyan Minister. He came to this
colony twenty yeara ago, and daring the whole time has re-
sided in the pretty township of Utabuha.

In early life he showed considerable ability in the art of
versification, and the divine pasaion grew upon him &s years
pressed on—until ha was alle to publish his Grat volume,

ly sod wanly ring abouk them, but tenderness iv
the pravailing sentimeat of his mnse.  Listen to him in
that exqnisite yem, * My S soatont Une and Bast *:
i Toved Ehon fontie broath s
Al vud Lhoir gen| reRih
h pn-u! b i
T et hodrt. now ati in death.
1 Xpow the loving daistes,
0 meek and pura and awest,
Avru lika my bhoart, now witherd
ADd laying st her fost.
Aht b ih ‘her’ tle broast,
A R T R B R T
Hears Mr Wills iw at his best, nod clearly shows that be is
made of Bner clay than the majority of monsy-grubbing
mackind. Like Rurns, his beart Sows out in sympathy
over oniveraal Natore.
JAMES ADAMS.

SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.

R
NEW MATERIAL FOR BRLTING.

Tn vhe way of boltiog, leather is not going to have every-
thiog its way as formerly. The enbatitution of camel’s
hair, cotton, paint, and chemicala for lesther in machinery
belting ia uitr:o be meeting with some success in America-
It was lirst iovented in England, and it ia claimed for the
new matsrial that it is suronger than other beltiog, more
darabis, more efficient, and a8 low priced.

NEVER NEGLECT A COLD.
The discussion of the treatment of bronchitis begina with
& warning—aever neglect 5 eold.  Lay this maxim w hears,

for & cold is the common ground whencs many
much more serions diseases start off. If o day

Not loog ago a young man with a broken leg
aod an attractiva sappearance languished in
a city hospital. The demure, white - capped
nurse began to take an anusnal interest im
him, and, after o time, asked bhim if there was
nuthing she could do for him —na buck she could
read, no letter she could write. The patient grace-
fully accepted the latter offer, and the murse pre-
pared to write from his dictation, He began with
» teader address to his 'deareat love,' and the
little nuree felt slightly embarrassed. Hut ‘!hu
contidued throngh the nost ardent declarations
of all-absorbing atfection to the end, whera he
wisped to be subscrived ao adoring lover for
all time. Then sha folded the letter and slipped
it into ita envelope. * To whow sball I direes 167
she asked. The wicked young fellow said amiably
and even tenderly, * What is your name, pleass?
They bave been married a little more than a year
now.

Sprit ENGuisH PeNNrEs.—How many collec”
torsof coins know anything about the curious hali-
pence issued ceoturies sgo hy English authorities,
half pence in the truest sense of the word, eince
{lizy were nothing more than minted pennies cut
directly in bali? Specimens of thesa coins have
been discovered frequently amwng the buried
wreanures which from time to time have been no-
earthed in Great Britain. In Lanocashire in 1840
were found & rare lat of coins, among
which were seversl peonies of the time of
Atired wd Edward divided in this way. L
Similarly divided pence of the time of Edward -
the Confessnr hbave been found. and in
speakiog of the discovery, in 1833, of &
nuniber of these curicus half-pence of the time of
William the Conquerer, an unquestioned anthority
states thas they were probably issued from the
mints in that form, since the whole collection had
evideotly been in ecireulation. Ko the British
Museum in London are apecimens of these divided
cuing issued under various monarchs from Alfred
to Henry I11., with the latter of whom the custom
ceased.  An eminent aichmeslogist aecounta for
the divided coina by saying that this dooltlesa
arose from the scarcity of small ehapge, which
was in part remedied nnder the reign of Edward

s clothe in wool next the skio.

in tha booere will core it, take that day
off ; if & week is needed, better by far losa
wages than injore your health, which is the prime
condition frr wage-making. Clothe warmly and
I hear with aa-
tunishment {saye Dr A. Wileon) of many f wlish
people in a climata like nurs neglectiog to wear
woollen nnderclothing. They shonld know there is
no safery pussible for them in the matter of
theomatism and long tronbles, save by clothing
warmly and efficiently.  'Women are often most
negleetful in this essential proceeding, and there-
fore, | say erpecially to them {as the mpominal
and in the best sense real * heads’ of houses) * see
that yon and yours are warmly clad im wool.’
This precantion will save many a miserable day
and many a doetor’s bill.

BUGAR FROM COTTON SEED,

The cotton plant, which has for so many cen-
tories furnished & large part of the population of
the globe with elothing, reema to be almost with-
oot limit in its nsefoloess, remarks an Ameri-
can acientilic aothority. From the meed a
valnable oil is expreased, while the hosks form an
article of food for eattle in the ahepe of cakea.
From the lint which eliogs to the seed after it in
passed throogh the gin felt is made, while the
0il extracted from the seed is applied wo guite a
large uumber of purposes.  Buy, aceording to the
British consul, Mr Portal, of Zanzibar, cotton
seed is also capable of yielding sngar. A process
has been discovered for exiracting sngar from
cotton seed meal, and though the details of the
process have not been disclosed it ia said thay
the prodock obtained is of B very soperior kind,
being 15 times aweeter than cane sugar, and 20
timesa more so than sugar made from ihe beet,
This indieates that eweetneas is not doe to cane
sogar, bat to some otber chemical.

MUSIC AND PHYSIOLOOGY.
The phynriclogical rifects of music have been
studied by Dougiel, a Ruossian, and, an the result

. of pomesous expariments, be concludea that (of
Muaic exhibits an influence on tre cireulation of

1. by the coinage of hali-pence and farthings.

A Doc gors INTo HyrxoTIC TkRANCES. —
All St. Pet:rsburg har gone wild over sume-
thing new, & dug which goes off into bypootic
trances. This remarkable animal belonge to M.
Iraroy, who was awarded a gold medal by the Paris Academy
of Science fur his original iovestigation and discoveries
in the acience of hypootism as appliad to animals
and its eflect upon them. Several testa have been made of
the animal in the presenca of nn leas & persun than Dr.
Afanasiey of the War Depariment. Ooe of the teals con-
sisted in placing several articles, a3 a pencil, cigar case,
handkerchief, cuff button, ete., on the Hoor. Then the dog,
haviog been thrown intn a lypnootie trance by him, M.
Duroy reqnested one aof the andi which iated also
of meveral other phyeicians of renown anod some news.
paper men, to think abont something and what 1hie dog was
tu do with it, then to write it out on a piece of paper and
show it to the rest of the audience, excepting, of course,
himiself. Thia was done, and, the dog baviog been hroaght
in, what was Lthe astonishment of the wlnole assemblage to
see the animal go up Lo tha cignr-case, pick it np and bring
it to tha vne who had been iodicated in the wish., Amnother
tenL courinted in laying several cubes with figures on them
in & certain orderin a clused box. At the same time several
pieces of paper were put upon the finor bearing like numbera
on erel, he dog waa then called in and required to place
1hie piecen of paper in the same order as the cubes wese laid
iu the closed wod sealed bax, This he did, to the astonish-
went of all assembled. The sirangeness of the winle pro-
cedure is increased when it is remenibered that M. Duroy
kooas no mora shaut what is being done nr wished than
sloen the sloy. and in, therefure, entirely unable {o any way
tw prempt binm,

Hanna, pholo..

MR W. B. WILLS.

now thirty yewrs ago. Mioea then he has been a prolifie
writer, continually supplying the public press all over the
coleny with poems, opsn an infinite variety of snbject=.  His
principal medinm of publicity has been the Auctiand Star,
for which piper he is now country contribntor,

Daring thia last ten years Mr Willa has published asveral
volomes of his works, amongat which are *A Bunch of
Wild I'ansies,’ * Tales of Areby,” eic, etc. In bringing
out these wurks, at a great expense, Mr Willa haa been
very much nssisted by his friends and admirers, chief
amongst whom has been Sir George Grey, K C.B. Some
af his songs have Leen set to music, and obtained great
pupularity, especially * The ('d Land and the New,' and
* Light B2ata the Heart.”

That Mr Willa Is & true poet there can be no guestion.
Sone of his writiogs have the stamp ot & very high order of
poetry, and hed he been content to report only bis supreme
momeats, it would have Len far better for himszlf and bis
readern; forif it h3 troe that the greatest philoarpher or
eonqueror ia mo hero in the eyes of kis valet, so likewise a
poet who publishes his weakeat effurts, needlessly damnges
himself, and roos the ritk of being ruined.

Mr Wills has ever Lizen furemost io Lhe encouragement

Awekicnd.

the blood ; {2) the blund pressore Eometimes rires,
sometimes falls; (3) tha action of maosical tones
and pipes on anunals and men expresses itself for
the must part by increased frequency of the Leats
of the heart; (3) the variations in the circolation
quent upon i sonnds coincide with
chapges in the breathing, thoogh they may also be
vhserved guite independenily of it; (5, & mnd 7) the
wwrintions i the bicod pressnre are dependest om the
pitch and londness of the soond and on the tone colonr ;
{8) in the variationsa of the blood pressure, the pecolinrities
of the iadividuale, whether men or lower apimals, are
lainlv apparest ; And even nationality in the csse of man
Eqa some effeck

UsES OF GLYCERINE.

Glycerine in one of thosa snbstances tLat always seem to
be lending themselves to new and u p d appli
It i= found that the freeziog of water in Lhe pipes of hy-
draglic machinery —a very serious souree of tronble in the
winter months—is entirely pievented by the simple ex-
pedient vf mixing a small percentage of glycerine with the
water in the punips. This precaution is now iakep in the
operation of the hydraulic jacks on sl the ships of the
ogliah navy. Glycerioe appears to bz jost ws osefni in
maintainiog the etficiency of the human machinery, for it is
recommended a1 n sare curs for indigestion. A amall tea-
rpoonfol rhould be mixed in balt n wineglaswiul of water
aod taken with or immediately after sach meal nntil the
tronble is Put., which io sn ordinary case, will be in Ltwo or
three daye’ time, and io an obstinata one probably from ten
to fifteen days. The treatment will have 1o bo repewed if
the indigesuiun manifests itsell ngain




