556

THE

NEW ZEALAND GRAPFPHIC.

Famous = Beauties < of s the s World.

“Tanotalip oraye wa baauly call,
But the joint forca and full result of all.

—_—

HERE sre two things beantifol in life: women and
roaes,’ mays the tenderly Aattering Persion, who
hents her, tyrannizzs over her, enslaves her, but

wreathes her wicth Howers, sings to her, ¢nshrices her, gnarda
her, and worshipy sk her feet. * Shirin | Shiriotar? and
Shirintarin ¥ he cries in the ecatasy of his delight —Sweek !
sweeter ! aweetest ! Oaly the velvet, perfomed richness of
the rose saggents the sabtle intoxieation of her lovelinesa.
The Uriental is franker and more imagioative, bat all ths
world adores with hin ; and at whatever degree of latitade
or longitade beaaty condezcends to exist, there is an altar
set up, and there worshippers abound.

What it is—of what it consists—the agee, the poets and
paiaters, and the concourse of all the nations have not been
ale to accarately determine or define In the eye
of the beholder? But by what laws that eye, wilhont
previous Lraining, inatinetively diffzrentistes at a glance
is not thereby explained.  All peoples agrea that
beauty lies in health and proper vigorous propartion, to
speak rooghly : and yet women as fragile as thistle-down,
and consamed with & wasting disease, have st times a beaoty
more potent than that of the rosiest young maiden. Helen,
the daughter of the gods, way most divicely tall and fair,
sod Cleopatra was "little and black,” it is said, and king-
doma were thrown away for both of them. There is one
thing very certain: the amoont of feniinine beanty in the
world has increased enormousty sinee the days of Helen and
the Serpent af O1d Nile. Men do not leave their homes and
Eght tea years for even the moat radiant beaaty today;
por do the great conguerors think the world well loat for
any modern smile. [n the days of Helen, and even of Cleo-
pates, beauty was very probably far more rare than now.
Womeo ic all bat the wealthiest classes wers illy protected
from the discnmiorta that destroy beauty and harden and
soarsen feminine loveliness  They did beavy maunal
labour, were poorly fed or protected from wind and weather,
and like the pessanis of many of the Latin nations to-day,
while they may have had a cortain beauté du diable in the
fiest Anab of youth, the radiance quickly died and left them
ugly servants and beasts of borden. Therefore, whea a
wonan arose who possessed the true bemuty that age can
not wither nor caostom atale, men went mad nfter her,
fought to possess her, and possessing her thooght
the world bat » bobble in comparison. Selection of
this sort was, of course, constaotly at work improving
the type, and the survival of the fittest, age by age,
lifted up the general plape of bernty. As civilization
grew, women no longer trudped with heavy bardena throngh
rain and blinding hest after nomad husbands, and their feet
grew delicate and lightly arched. The richer wives resigned
the coarser laboars to their servants, and used their fingers
only to apin delicate threads, to make rich needlework, to

THE FRINCESS OF WALES,

Yaa-king a dnnghter from over the sea.
Aleiandra!

Smvon and Norman and Ihoe nre we,

But all of us Lane in vur welcoms of thea,
Alezandra!l

kait, to throm the strings of mandoline and late, tn curl the
ilken trosses of their infants, and smooth the brows and
bind the woonds of their lovera and wasriors, The palms
grew, like Desdemona’s, moist and tender; the nails, no
longer brokes with coarsa labounr, gleamed like the deli-
cate, trapsparent nacre of & shell The akin, protected
from sun aud wind, grew fair and clear as rose leaves, the
lips raddy and soft. Their hair, carefully washed and
tended, woand itselt into vine like curle, and took the
amooth gleam of silk. Saffirient food gave rounded con-

THE PEARL OF SEVILLE.
{Carmencita )

tours ; lnng hours of soft slumber eprinkled the dew in the
violets of their uyes, and the movements of dance and gay
motion made their limbs slender aad sopple, and ab
Iast the modern beanty was evolved. Heine eags that the
sculpture and the women of Izaly had a doable reflective
influence npon esch other. Thae sculptor, living amid the
statuesque women, modelled divine ideals, and the women
nneonscionsly absorbed impressions of beanty from the
atatnes that reproduced themselves in their offspring.

Some vague i of ihis p

bas taught the modern man te adorn his

bome with all the triumphs of art.

The Princess of Wales is one of natare’s
queéens who seem born with reginal grace
and dignity of disposition as well as of ap-
pearance.  Even while she was the yourg
Danish Princess Alexandra, her beanty
was famous thiooghont Eniope, and when
the Prince of Wa'e: came 1o look among
the marriageable princesses of Evrope fora
wife, ba quickly fell in love with Den-
mark's favoarite beanty. She was nineteen
vears of age at the time of the wedding in
Windeor Castle, and bad been onlythree days
in Eogland ; but the whole of the English
pation fell in love with ber, and her position
an the prospective queen of Erpland is
one which is giadly conceded by her Fature
subjects, Her nilver wedding was cele-
brated last year, bot she is still one of the
mont lovely wonen in Earope. A few yeams
ago she was mades Doctorof Musie of Oxlord
LUniversity, and cor portrait shewa her in
the zcidemical costnme of that degiee

How muoch this care and tenderness
{allnded to in the fimt part of ouar
article} increancathesom of Leaoty is clearly
exex plitied in America, where it is notori-
ous that women are more universally fed
on the roses and Inid in the lilies of life 1han
in any other country, and whese it is equally
and famously certain that the women sacpass
all others in the fower like delicacy and per-
fectivn of their l.velinenn, To make a it
of caly the m st famous of thewe wonld
leave po room  for mention of the

women of other hations. Two, whose prominent positions
upom the stagy have made kheir bennty of world wide fame,
are Mary Andevmom and Corn ['rgubart Pulter, who
are bith distinetively Amesican in ibeir Sype, though very
uvalike ops anoiber in featurea Both are jall, ex.

qrinitaly slim, with fnces of flower-like sofieess and de-
licacy, and with & eertain air of fine, keea brilliance sad
vivacity thas i» sren in the iacen of no other type
Mary Anderson was born in Saeramento in 1359, and re-
moved 1o Lomisrille, Kentneky, while atill m ymall ehild,
remaining there until her sixteenth year, whea she made
her first appoarance on Lhe stage in Albangh's Operas Honae,
playing for ome nighs only in * Roweo and Juliet,” to &
business of forty-cight dollarm.  Her mext appsarancs was
in New Orleaps, and the rest of her eareer is well known
o the pablie. )

A charming story ia %old of Mary Anderson’s girlhood in
Eentacky, #i xon £ vero € ben troenio. Her parents were
not tich at the time, and ahe sometimes went on errands
that shouid have been the duty of the servanta. One oven-
ing just at dask she canght op an old hat and ran withount,
a pitcher in her band. Looisville is goiet encugh ea the
more tetired streets at that hour for one to bope that such
an errand might paw unobserved. She was then
a tall, mogolar girl of joorteen, desperately shy and
consciogs of her hat and dress, and when sbe saw
coming arouni the corner one of the local young swells, she
made a dath in the other direetion, bat like sweet Kitty of
Coleraine her fuot tripped, she stumb'ed, the pitcher it
tombled. The young mikn gave one irrepressivle laugh,
and next momens ran forward sod picked ap the red,
wretched, and discomfited maiden, who flang away from his
inquiries and offers of assistance, and ran home in team
Twelve or more years later, when the proviccial swell had
become s celebrated journalist, he was bidden toa reception
in honoar of the young actress who had conquered all the
English-speaking people.  When he was presented she beld
ont her hand impulsively aud eried - *1 bave waited for thia
twelve years; it is one of my triampha’ Then to hia
puzzled inquiries, she replied : * Do yon rememher the little
girl who fell down in Loaisville one evening? 1 suppoae
oot ; bat | went home snd cried all the night, as only a girl
of that age can weep over a gaucherie. I krew yon by sight
and repatation, and thought yon a very splendid person,

and I vowed then through my tears that I wounld some day -

revenge mysell for that iaogh by beeominy famons enoogh
to make yon feel it an hononr to meet me. And I bave
never forgotten the episode, because it was the first step I
made on the road I have since travelled.’

The Eoplish ideal of female fairness is somethiog quite
distinet from the prodoct of American environment,—more
calm, less vivacions, more regular and statoesque, less be-
witching and begniling. Of the pure Anglo-Saxon type,
Lady Londonderry is the very Hower and crown. Tallasa
daoghter of the goda, slim as the legendary alder from which
(Hin made woman, darzlingly fair, every feature perfectly
modelled, and with the haoghty repose that marks the
daaghter of a handred earls, she is the highest possible re-
=nlt of noble Norman blood. It took many generations of
chivalric accestors—men on horseback—to give her such a
poise of thehead and shoulders; many hondred yeam of ease,

loxary, the habit of command, training, and education to

perfect such x type as this. Lady Londonderry is only a

MARY AXNDERON,
Madame Navarro.)

—~



