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The Birthday Ball at Government House.

(FitOM OLUHR OWN CORRKESPONDENT.)

WELLINGTON, May 24,

HIS wan the largest and moat brilliant ball ever given
I st Government Honse in Wellington, and everything
off with great Tha d were
beantiful. Thke ballroom mantelpiece wass mass of maiden-
hair tern ot the lower part, and the upper part was filled
with the lovely blood-red Howers of the pointsettia plant
drooping over. At the far end of the large ballroom there
wan a red cloth shield with & wreath of laurestinos ronnd
it, and in the ceotre was the erown and V.. in white
chrysanthemams. This beantifal piece of work waa ar-
ranged by Lady Glasgow herself. Indeed, moat of the floral
decorations were done by the clever ladiea of the household,
All along the leogihy corridors were large pots of ferns,
bamboo, palme, and other lovely plaunts, and the walle aod
loungea were all draped with red and flagrof all sorts. The
verandah, too, waa most enticing ; it was all draped with
flags and lighted with colonred lanterns, and aoft red earpet
naderfoot. The consarvatory was cleared of most of the
large plaats, thus making room for sofas, lonnges, ete. At
the top of the broad staircase gqoite a little drawing-room
waa arranged with a couple of lazge high sereens to shat off
the ends of the upstair corriders, and with a few plants,
sofss, chaire, and illominated lanterns, the effect was very
pretiy.
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Now tor ihe supper-room, for which the dining-room was
used, and as the room is ounly suppased to hold about fifty
or sixty people, the ditficulty was to manage to make be-
tween six hundred and aeven hundred people satisfied. A
large horseshoe table was arranged wikch all sorts of dainties
{which I will not attempt to deseribe, but will send the
meni), and steps were taken so that only a certain number
of gueate were in the room at once, which was an excellent
plan, and everything passed off without m hiteh. The
tables were beantifully dressed with hot-bouse plants, and
at one end of the reom bung the Royal Standard, and st
the other was the * Split Eagle,’ the creat of the Boyles, be-
sides various Union Jacks, ete.
tinted shades over them, wnd the effect of the pretty roft
light was splendid. The Earl and Countess did not, as
nsual, receive the guests, but a8 the clock strack nine the
band played * God BSave the Queen,” and they entered the
ballroom, accompanied by the Ladies Augusta, Alice, and
Dorothy Boyle, Miss Hallowes, Mise Wauchope, Miss Hol-
royd, and Captain Hunter-Blair.

D.Q .'Q '.D

Hia Excellency opened the ball with Mrs Grace. The
others who danted iu the ‘ set' were Lady Glasgow and Mr
H. D. Bell {Mayor), 5ir Jamea Prendergast and Mrs Bell,
the Hoa. C. Johostoue and Lady Alice Boyle, tbe Hon. Dr.
Groce and Lady Augasta Boyle, Captain Huuter-Blair and
Mra C. Johaston, Sir James Heetor and Mise Wauchope,
Mr W. T. Travers and Mrs W. Johneton.
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THE DEESHES,

Lady Glasgow wore her lovely dress of thick pearl satin
brocaded with pale blue and terra-cotta flowers, the sleaves
ware terra-cotta velvet lined with bloe, and round the hem
wan & vandyke pattern of pale bloe and terra cotta velvet,
she wore her coronet of diamonds, and dismonds on her low
bodice. The Ladigs Augusta, Alice, and Dorotly Boyle
wore pretty white spotted waslin frocks with pink eilk
aaabes tied ab the side, tan ahoes and stockings ; Miss Hal
lowea wore lemon-colonred silk covered with Russian net;
Miss Wauchope, pale blue silk spotted with black, binck
satin sleeves and bound with black round the hem.
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Misa Holroyd, salmen pink eilk draped with black lace ; Mrs
Grave worg B 1\we|{{ grey brocade wnd dimmonds; Mre Bell, o
R;cl_te(\pule yellow silk with a front panel besutifully embroidered ;

ra Walter Johnston wore biack brocade trimmed with whito:
Mrs_ C. Johnston, a lovely gown of binck velvet and jet; Mra
Levin, deep bink merveilleux with large aleaves of clarct velvet,
the some trimming the skict ; Mrea G, thatn, lemon-coloured
brocade trimmed wilh beautiful silk laco: Mo (D} Adames wore
black brocads and lnce ; Lady Prendergast, crimsgnsatin trlinmed
with light coloured lace: Mm Hndtleld, black: Mrd {(Judge)
Ttichmond, & rich black brocade trimmed with jet and lace ; Mry
iFudge) Willinms (Dunedin). yellow nilk draped wilth black lacs;
Mra D) Colling, gulu green silk with lncge yellow velvet alogves;
Mrs Canlendyke, black lace rolieved with mauve; ra Rhodea,
black valvet: Mry T, C. Williamy, alao black velvet ; Mrs New-
snan., Fch brown satin the front part being cotfee-coloured lace ;
M=oy Eberle, pule plok silk snd lace; M (Captaind 1towe, hand.
nowne grey salin ; Mes Paelltt, pink surah silik ; Mes Gore, black
brocmle: Mrw L Pharszyn, a handsome gown of pink rnd gro
satin ; M Arthur Pearce, a protty droes of maize caleured wil
nlighlly treined and tritnmod with bromsl white lsce ; Madamo
du 1 chone, eroam allk gown tritimed with narfow
black rithon velvet; Mrda Eobert IHart, rleh black sllk; Mra
Uyunent, black, relieved with while: Mes (1h.) Anson, whito silk;

i K, Itlchordeon, bandsome gown of black and whita striped
walin: M Fuiton; Mra Klgar (Featherston), lavondor wilk and
tullu: M Maxwell. black lace and watered silk, slesvus of vl
volvert; Mm L Held, coean surah gown with orange )
wleovos amil fncing; Mra T. Wilford. lovely dress of deep erimson
mijk and black luce, shoos to correspond ; Mrs Sprott, black and

All the gas globes had ~

eago green; Mra Maxwoell fTauranga), black; Mrs Ellott, rich
gown of mosk green salin; Mrs (Dr.) Gillon, very atrllan gown of
Erer valvat, made very plalnly, snd bordered ver; Mra
teen, rich red rorded Rilk with long train and trimmed with geld
embroidery : Men Firth, plaln black velvet dreas relieved with
derp pink and fer; Mrea Bristowe, pale yellow silk with white
lace; Mra M. Richmond, sea gvren velvet trimmed with thick
ruttles of yellow chiffan; Mrs Vennpell, black satin: Mrs
black ; Mrs Harry Crawford, very bhandsome gown of cream
Btriped corded milk ard satin trimmed with black welvet and
eream ailk lace: Mes Barron. black velvet handsomaly trimmed
with jor; Mra Tudor Atkineon, pale lemon silk with quRntities of
chiffon; Mrm Holmwoad, very pale hfink gilk gauze; Mra
Graham, hlack. relleved with white: Mra W, melord.Mprer.t.
white milk gown; Mra Huodson, pink corded gilk: A G
Hurehinson, white: "Mes Samuel,
pink; Mris Low, lo_blue brocade covered with nei;
Alfred Brandon, black: s ., Rawsan, handsome gown
of hine Agured silk ; Mes Page, black : Mra Rarclay, black velvet
und broad white lace: Mra JJ. Turnbull, black : Mrs(Dr. JChnpﬁln,
black gown, big sleaves of pale blue gilk ; Mra Heyw r
Kdwin, brown silk trimmied with cotlee lace; Mra Jackson, black.
1 noticed three brides present, namely, Mrs Figld, Mra Rias, and
Mra Symone, who all wore their wedding gowns, the Intter wear-
ing hera high to the throat; Mra Allen, also somewhat recontly
married, looked axtremely wall in A gure white merveillenx gown
with huge putfed sleeves. Among the débufuntes were Miss M.
Wilson, who wore a prﬂtt& frock of white surah silk, the rkirt
slightly traiped: Miss A, Gore, very simple but pretty dress of
white broche . Miss Q. Elliot. white merveilleux aoftened with
ehitfon about the bodice : Miss A. Vennell, soft white silk falling
?uibe Joose trom the throat; Misa A. Lee looked well in her pretty
rock of white silk ; Miss Holt., white pongee eilk and lace ; t..'nr?
each carried preity bouquets with long streamers,  Misa Richard-
HON WOTe & Vary pmn#r Zown of white silk trimmead with turquoise
blue velvet and chiffan; Miss Hilda Williams wore ane of tha
retticst gowns in the room, it was lovely white silk made very
ull in the skirt, which was triinmed with tiny flounces. huge
puffed sleeves to the elbow, and broad while laca falling over the
bodice : her ninter also wore white silk; Miss Richmond wore pale
mauve merteillenx draped with black and manve net and ribbons §
the Misses Mporhouse, black and yellow; Miss Rcid, sea green
brocade, with huge sleeves u!}green and pink, the skirt being aisa
trimmed with pink: Misa K, Johnston, an effoclive gown of
migenta silk trimmed with the rame colour velvet and silver;
Miss Kildot. dark blue velyvet; Miss [ Johnaton, very poculiar
frack of white silk with bright rose coloured sleeves, the back of
the skirt being draped with green tulle, and round the hem were
uprays of green and red grass; her sister ware while silk and lace
with light ycllow sleevesa: Miss E. Harton (Wairarapaj, white
silk pretrily trimmed with yellow velver; Miss M. Gore, pretty
gown af pale primrose watered silk; Miss Douglas, light gre
Bilk ; Mipy L. [zard, white net, the skirt and bodice being trimme;
with pale pink silk; Miss Turnbull, red satin partly covered with
black net : Miss Graham, & brown velvet gown; hor sister, hand-
zome pink brocade: Miss M. Grace. black lace trimmed with
narrow whitc ribbon and violets; Miss A. Grace, white silk and
net; Miss Itose, pale manve gauzs; Miss Kock, white silk re-
liaved with sage green; Miss Fairchild, hlue watered silk; Misn
Halmes, pmtti[combinm.ion of grey and ycllow: Miss Harron.
pale pink net.; iss K. Barron, red gauze; Misa Hadfeld, black
and pink #ilk; Misxs Percy-Smith, black tritnmed with em-
broidered chiflon ; Miss M. Pharazyn, (Featherstonel, grey bro-

cade trimmed with pink silk; Miss Barnett, cream gown with
brown glceves: her aister. green and pink eilk: Miss Hart, black
dress relieved with white flowers and ribbons; her esister,

black and red; Miss Hapding (Melbournel, pink satin; Miss
XNoake, black brocade and lace ; Miss Hamilton ; i N. Barron,
maize-coloured surah with white lace; Miss Gillon, black:
her sister pale blue prettily trimmed with brown velvet: Miss
Mosn, white ; Miss Tuckey, pink silk; Miss B. Tuckey, & combina-
tion of black and red satin; Miss Lingard, gbeeh pet with large
pink sleeves; Miss Jackson, pretty shade of heliotrope with dark
velvet sleeves; Miss Menzies, blue silk and net; Miss Heywood,
retty gown of bluesatin trimmed with dark blue veivet
Miss Powaall, bluck reliered with blue chiffon ; Misa D, Harding,

Boft white silk i Miss L. Kennedy, black velvet, broad yellow sasl
tied at the side; Miss Halse, black and white lace ; Miss L, Halse,
black net and red satin; Miss E. Halse, cream; Miss Harper
(recently from Eopgland), pale blue brocade: Miss Quick, pink
satin tmmmed with bands of green ribbou and fur tails; Misa
Wehster (Dunedin), bright yellow corded sili ; Miss Measenger,
pale blue and cream striped silk ; Miss M. Kennedy, black ; Mizs
Allen, cream; Miss we, white surah sllk; Misa Trimaell,
Gobaelin blue; Miss R. Blundell, pale lemon silk ; Miss H v,
pink silk trimmed with black lace; Miss Tolhurst, white surah
milk ; Hector, white; Miss Riley, soft white gown; Mica
Skerrert, mauve velvel trimmed with pink wat silk; ber
sister, n very pretty gown of white silk with broad bands of deep
plnk velvet on the skirt, the sleeves alsa being pink ; Miss Barclay,
pink ; rad her siater, blue ; Miss Laishley, bright piok satin with
pink sleeves ; etc., elc.
- . -
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OF coamrse it would be impeswible to describe all the
dresses at the ball, as it wan so crowded. A band of eight
performers provided the music, which was unnsually good.
The flcor was aleo in eplendid condition.

OPHELIA.

QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS.

THE Queen’s Birthday was not favoured with Queen’s
weather in Christcharch, for out-door amunsements were
completely apoiled, raio setting in heavily about 11 a.wm, for
several hours. The volunteers turned out in great force for
parade in Hagley Park and to fire the salute. The excur-
sion train from Timaru brought s nomber of visivors almost
sll on Gaiety bent, folly fonr hundred seata being booked
for the matioée in the Toam-strest Hall, when * Miss Ea-
meralda’ was staged. A picnie organieed by the athletic
section of the Women's Institnte took place st Sumnper.
The members of the Atalanta Club and of the Kingaley
Club wers invited, and seversl membersot both were presant.
Most of the party journeyed down by train, but eome rode
their bicycles, the lady members appearing in reformed
dress, one weariog & short akiry and blooss, sud several
athers knickerbockers aud tunics, The Hon. J. E. Jenkin-
eon was preacnt an & naember of the Kiggstey Club, The
Pioneer Dicycle Clab had ite ¢loeing run of the season
leaving Cathedral Square et 10 o'clock, proceediog over the
hilis to Governor's Bay, where they dined, thence round the
tond to Lyttelbon, and after a sheyt spell over the hill to
SBumper, back tu town, the rain baviog made the roade very
::f: :;:‘!]Ippﬂry. and considerably merring the pleasurea of

THE Queen's Birthday opened well in Anekiand, and
Emmerous excursions were planned and earried oat, mein
of eourse beicg & feature the day. Abosnt four o'eloek,
bowerer, heary rain fell and somewhat marred the day's
plessuring,

A VERY jolly lictle danoe waa held on the Queen's Birth-
day in the ga [ Napiar) School , which had been
kindly lent for she occesion by Messrs J. A. Fraser and
Hobinson. The dance was really given by the bachelors
anid was & tremendons auceess, everything going with great
éclat. The schoolroom wans & perfect bower of Ly, and
the suppar was troly delicions. Newbouid, from Napier,
supplied the music.  Some pretty gowns wers worn, Mes-
dames J. N. Williams, Loughnan, Vickerman, aad she
Misses Williaros, Mitler, Ruasell, St. Hill, and are
spoken of as having Inoked exceedingly well. Bome of those
whawers thare wers Mesdamen Lussell, Nelson, Braithwaite,
Fitzroy, Galwev, Kettle (Napier), and the Misses Nelnon,
Boeeell, St Hill, Gotterill (Napier), Baker (Napier),
Beamish, Gleeaon, Lascellas (Clive), ete., ete. The bache-
lora are to he congratnlated mpon the great amceass of the
dance. The committee, which consisted of Messrs F,
Nelsan, Fenwicke, J. A. Fraser, Robinson, H. B. Willianus,
Cooper, and H. Warren, worked like Trojans, aod must
have felt gratified at the pleasing resnlts of their labours,

ORANGF BLOSSoyg

BUCKLETON—GRATLAM,

EDNESDAY, the 24th inst, at Hamilton, a
’\/V fashionable and evidently papular wedding took
placa at §t. Pater’'s Church, the contracting
parties being Mr Harry Buckleton of the Bank of New Zea-
land, Anckland, and Miss Alice Australia Gertrnde Graham,
eldest damghter of Mr William Australia Graham, and
granddenghter of Mr George Grabam, one of Anckland’s
oldeat identitien. The ceremony was performed by the Rev,
R. O’Biggs, incombent of St. Peter's, and was a choral one,
Misa Newell presiding at the harmoniom. She wan ansisted
by & good choir, and the effect was nice and munch appre.
ciated. On entering the chureh the hyma, * The Voice that
Breathed o’er Eden’ was capitelly rendered, and the
¢ Wedding March* was really well played,

TrEe bride waa dreseed in a handsome trained gown of
rich ivory merveilleux, trimmed very handsomely with old
family Limerick lace, tunlle veil, and a neat wreath of
orange blossoma.

THE bridesmnids were Miss Roby Graham and Misa Inez
Sandes, each wearing a dress of cream serge trimmed with
white far, and pearl and gold brooches the gift of the
bridegroom. The bridegroom was attired in orthodox
fashion, and waa asisted through the tryiog ceremony by
Protessor Pond, of the Auckland University, who acted as
best man.

THE church was crowded to its ntmost bolding capacity,
and over a hundred people could not cbtain entrance at all,
bat remained ountside during the ceremony. After the
service waa concluded the wedding party drove to * The
Lodge’ (Mr Graham's residence) and between forty-five and
fifty people sat down to breakfast; the room and the
tables being beautifully draped aud decorated with flowers,
etc. A mowt enjoyable time was spent, the usual speeches
beiog made, that by MrJ. A. Pond being particularly in-
tereating, the more so a8 Mr Pood had acted an beat man to
the bride’s father pome twenty years ago or mora.

THE whole party adjonrned to the Hammilton West Rail-
way Station at 235 p.m. The happy couple (aod they
looked it) started for Ukoroire Sanatorium by train, where
they spend a short honeymoon. As the train moved ont of
the station their friends gave three hearty cheers, and
wighed them * good luck.” The bride was attired in & ueat
uavy blue sergn travelling dress with Eton jacket and cream
vest embroidered with gold, and a small blae hat with
fashionable tartan wimmings, No less than twenty -seven
relatives wers present at the meeting, including the bride's
grandmother, Mrs Coombes. In the evening, after all the
excitement was over, the party enjoyed a famity tea to-
gether,

THE church waa beantifully decoratéd by the bride’s young
friends and others, and one noticeable feature was » * Wed-
ding Bell’ compoaed of white flowers, which was suspended
near the rails over the heads of the bride sod bridegroom,
the artistic work of Mrs James Hume. This bell was
afterwards taken home sod hung over the wedding eake,
together with a large heart eomposed of pink camellias, the
effect being very pretty. Not beivg one of the weaker sex,
1 canoot ondertake to deseribe the robes, ete. Suffice it to
eay that they were all nice, and in many cases handsome,
as were mapy of the wearers. The bride, by genersl con-
sent, waa voted the bonniest that ever stood v front of the
tails of 8t. Peter'a altar, and all her friends wish her and
her husband God speed.

THE ¢ngagement haa been anvonnced besweon Mr Cooke,
third maeter at the Boys' College, Naleon, and Miss
Morgan of the Girle’ College.



