THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIQ

293

PARLIAMENTARY RiLHOUETTES. -

=

HE existing Parliament containa o more venerable
figure than the sobject of the present sketch—the
highly-esteerand member for Salwyn, Alired Saun-

ders, Evq. —who, born in 1820, has reached the days when
most men wonld prefer & suug arichair by the fireaide to
the dranghts and dissensions which prevail in the Legisla-
tive Chamber. Mr Saonders, howerer, is not inade of the
stulf which shrinks from ditcomlort and pales at the
battle call. Accostoned to roogh it in the early days of
enlonization, the wemperata babits and simple mode of liviog
which distiuguinbed him then have been maintained to Lhe
present day, with the realt that, though failing somewhat
physically, be ia mentally an vigoroua, and in will power s
strong, as in bis best days ; while hisdevotion to principle, bia
unadulterated patiiotism, his anwavering purpose to forther
such measurea as seem to him good, and to thwart those he
accounlns evil, make him, if notinditferent, at leaat superior,
1o diecvmfort, and, to 8 wonderful extent, regardless of
abuse and n:isrepresentation, of which, like moet rmen of
maiked individuality and decided opinion, he han in his
time had a pretty considerable sbhara.
h.i '.l-
Mr Saunders was born at Laviogton, Wilts, and until his
fifteenth year was educated at Dr. Day’s Academy &t
Briatol, after which he retnrned home, to follow, like Lis
father and grandfather before him, the occopation of a
farmer and miller. Saunnders pére was the owner of & con-
siderable business connection in Bath and Bristol, and in his
warebonses hia son obtained an ipsight ioto busioess
methods, while grining a% the same time considerable ex-
perience of city life. Heared in babits of thrifi, con:eien-
tious iudustry and self restraint, Mr Sannders from very
early days manilested a pionounced repugnauce to intoxi-
cants, which endares to the present day. At the sge of
siateen he helped to furm, and became wnecretary to,
the Laviogton Tempersnce Society, and 20 zealoos
was be in his opposition to the drink traftlie that in 1840,
when mcarce twenty years of nge, he was selected by
the Bath Temperance Society as one of its delegates at the
great conference held that year at Bridgewater, an appoint-
ment which mav be regarded not only ma evidence of his
early zeal for reform, and of tha confidence reposed in him,
but also as & proof of a decided penchaat in the direction of
public work.
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That he shouald so early have exhibited this inclination is
somewhat surprising, because of the plodding, industiious,

unambitioas character of his parents, who, in their unevent--

ful retiremwent, could never have dreamt befvrehand of the
varied public careers which awaited each one of their nine
children, all of whom in some way achieved distinctiun,
and no less than six of whon became well known as English
suthore. Amongst these may be wentioned Mrs Bayley,
authoress of * Ragped Homes,' ete., and William Saundera,
Eeg.,, M.P. for Waltham, suthor of * Through the Light
Coutinent,’ und several other works, while the subjecc of
unr eketch stands by vu neane the luwest in literary fame.
His work on * The Horse,” published io 1885, was alone
snflicient to establish bis repuiation as an author, as na
he judged from the encuminme of Eoglish eritics. Bayae Heli's
Fige in London, ** Oor Horees,” by Alfred Saoodess, is in
msny respecta one of the most charming books on equine
watiers, sod all pertaining 1heteto, that we have perused for
wany aday. [tvis soadmirably construeted that we experi-
enced a feeling of regrec when, after reading every lice,
we came to the conclurion of the twenty fourth aod
tinal chapter.' Of the rame work the Field eays:
*Mr Saunders has achieved a far greater measure of
suecesa than bas fallen to the lot of othera who bhave
trodden the rame path,’ and the verdiet of the Home and
Cofunial is that the work *combines theoretical aud prac-
tical knowledge to s marvellous degree.’ Two years pre-
viuus 1o the publieation of * Uor Horses,” Mr Saunders pab-
lished *Our Dumestic Birde,” which alsa received high
eulnginrme from the English and eoloninl press. In 1890
Mr Saunders was the unly anccestful New Zealand writer
in Mr Cule's, of Melbuvurne, essay competition. The anb-
ject waa 'lhe Federativa of the World,” and the prizes
offered numbered ten. There were five hondred aad thircy-
five competitors, and Mr Saunders had the gratification of
finding himself placed pecond. a distinetino of which he is
Justly pround.
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As g mettler Mr Saooders has borme a full share of the
burden and heat of the day, and, duriog a eclonial experi-
ence extending over balf a century, has participated in
many viciseitudes. Leaving England in the * Fifeahire,” in
1841!._he artived in Nelson on the let of Februay, 1842,
and sinee the day of his landing his energies have alwnys
been en evidence, and alwaya devoted to the furtherance
of popular rights, and the public welfate. On the voyage
ot he inauguruted a Temperance Society which continued
to flourieh after mrrival here, with, Mr Saunders contends,
very murked effects npon the early statistics of the
Neison Provinee. No long time after his landing
he was elected Secretary to the original Laod Pur-
chase Society, and took eu sctive part in endeavour-
ing to compel the New Zealand Company to cairy out
Lhe letter and spirit of their promises to the'cettlers. = But,
as tha original lend pureharers roonm acquired mn undue
|har_a of politieal power which he coneidesed to be too ex-
clusively used in the interests of their own class, Mr
Saunders eventually became their ehief opporent, snd a
leadsr in the advoeacy of extended rvfirege, wnd other
pepular righta; for, as bis years increased hia views widened,

and his ennvietinn that the many were mot mriginally de-
rigned to be the wlaves of the few, grew in furce.  In his
character of ehampinn of exteaded populariighta, he apposed
Mr Jotly, the land purchaasre’ noininee, in his candidature
for the Brat snperintendency of Nelson, atrangly snpporting
the nuccesaiul candidate, Mr Edward Statford. When Mr
Stafford becama Premier of the colony anciher eandidate
for the ruperintendency was nominated by the land pnr-
chasera, viz , Dr. Monre, who eame forward as the represen-
tative of the wealthy classen of Nelnon, and who was alea
the populer leader of the then Provincial Couneil. Jn

various potitical conflicts Mr Yaunders eame into
strong, though pot perscoally unplemsunt, apposition
to Dr. Moarp, bhut the resnit in this instance was

one to be vividly remembered, for, baving put up in
opposition m highly inteliigent mechanie, by nawme John
Perry Robinson, he had the satisfaction of reeing him win
that conteat, and afterwards hold his owo againee all fnture
apponeate, nbly discharging the dnties of the superinten-
dency naolil eome eight years later he Inst his Jife in the
Buller river, after which aad event M: Saunders was Lim-
self elected to that responsible office.
- -

A very interealing episode of Mr Banaoders' eareer which
occurred & short time prior to his election assuperintenident
brought into strong relief his iotrepid character aod nacon-
promisiog integrity. Persuaded im hie own mind that
Distriet Jndge Travera had abused hia official position
by giv_ing judgment in a case bronght hefore him, vtterly
at variance with the evidence, and by farpishing the press
with R parbled repoct of the same, Mr Saunders wrote to
tha Nelsen Ereminer boldly chergiog the learned judge
with the v'fence, A eriminal prosecutinn was immediately
instituted, nod the dariog exnoser of abuzea was tried be-
fnre Judge Johnston by a special jury compozed exclusively
of his political opponente. He wra found gnilty, and
Judge Jobnston punished his pudacity by sentencing him
to six monthe' imprisonment, to the payment of & fine
of £150, and the removal of his name from the Commission
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of the Peace.. The transparent injustice and excessive
severity of the sentence roused the indigoation of the
Nelson population, aml & monster petition o hia behalf was
immediately addreased to the Governar, with the result that
e was at ouce released from cunstedy withont reference to
the jndge. As a_ Dpataral conseqnence Dustrict Judge
Fravers resigned his positivn aod left the province, while,
as a further prowf nf the public confidence in Mr Saunders,
he was directly af .erwards returned to Parliament at the
head of the poll, previously to which his name had been re-
placed on Lhe Juatices' rull.  His brief sojourn within
prison bara was more like a eontinued féte than a period of
punishment, for his friends vied with each other in efforts to
make the hours speed plensantly, and to this day the recol-
lection of hir couree of action and its consequences ie one of
unalloyed pleasure.
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Mt Bannders first entered the Nelson Provindial Council
in 1855, and it in & proof of Lhe estimation in which he was
even then held in the political world that, soun after his
entrance into the Honse of llepreseantatives, he was oilered
by the Ministry of the day the portfolie of Coloaial
Treasnrer. He, however, declined the positioa.
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His superiotendency of the Nelson Province was maiked
by prudecce, toresighr, and progress, and it was with deep
aud matusl 1egiet thas his counection with the Provines
was severed in 1867, iu which yesr he resigoed oilice for the

urpose of visiting Eogland.  Duriog his visit to the Old
Enuntry he was brought prominently before the publie
throuph a correspondence in the Sfandard, io which he
stoatly defended the eettlers of New Zealand from asper-
sions of ill-advised and haoatile writers, who charged them
with injustice and cruelty to the Native people. Mr
Saunders alsv delivered lectures, and published pamphlets,
ou New Zealand with s view to disalusing the popular
wiod of falee impressione, and of diesenioa'ing reliakle in-
furmaticn regarding the culuny,
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(o his return Lo the eolony, in 1872, he selected Canter-
bury as his place of residence, aud a few years later was
elecled to Patliament as member tor Cheviot, a constituency
which he represented for some years. Daring the adminia-
\ration of Sir Geurge Grey he was in oppusition, and in the
nu-confidence debate which ended in the downfall of the
Grey Government he was selected by the leaders of him
party to make the speech in reply to the veteran orator, a
cutnyliment which sapplies the best possille proof of the
upinion then entertained of his oratorical abilities, liven
Bow, though the creeping years miust have atolen something
of hin eluquence, he ia a clear cunvincing speaker. His
voice im wundesfully strong, his articulation distivet, and Lin
manuerpo delibeiste that ov word is Just, while Lis airange-

ment is w0 good that his wrgunient is especially aasy to
follow. He i1s coneise, too, and thoroy h‘y logical, tires
ooly when he bas something to way, aod never warter his
own breath, or the time of the Huuse in miere verbinge. In
debate Le i an opponent to be dreaded by sl with & eronk
in their record, fur he bas an excellent memory for facts,
and is pitileas in their production when they can be used
with effect a3 political weapooe  Needless to Bay thet when
he apeaks full beaches atieat the general recognition of hin
skill in debate, ws well sy the high respect in which his
character in held.
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Io the Honse of Hepresentatives Mr Saunders has ever
shuwn himself the azurdy aivocata of Liberal ineasnres and
economical government. ‘Live within your means’ han heen
hix admonition a8 much to ministers as to private in-
divitunls To save the taxpayer, while at the ssme time
ensuring efficient ndmioistration, has been the prime vbject
of his pe'itical life. * The Great Economist of the House,"
he ham been duhbed, and his leny continned efforts in this
direction have brought him no slieht share both of obloquy
and enmity. As far back as 1879, the Hall Government
put hiny oo A enaumiasion to enyuire into the workings of
the New Zealand Civil Service. ~As Chairman of that com-
milssion he diew vp B report which advised radical changes
and drantiec economies, which, if carried out, would have re-
sulted in saviogs to the extent of halb-a million in the
annual expenditure. It goes without eaying that such
action esused deep reseniment in the Civil Service, while
the report, which he Loldly mnd ably defended in the
Hoose, way met Ly the most strenuous and syslematic
opposition.  Some eof the recommendations were very
par_Lin][y cartied out by Sir John Hall, Lut vn bis foreed
retirement through the pressure of ill bealth, his cal-
leayues abandoned all attempts at reloin. The enmity
swakened by the repurt was, as it twinnd oat, less
easily stitled, and for several years Mr Saunders paid
the penaity of his bollpese by enforced absence frons the
House, a result secured by the evmbioed aud systemnatic
elorta uf thore to whose interesta he hal run counter,
Many & time sioc: then bas his une mpromising oppusition
to everything approaching extravaganee, or eveu freeness
of expeuditure, biought npen his devoted head the jibes
and gneers of the muie lavishly inelined, but. to these Mr
Sannders is ahanlotely indifterent ; strony in his own recti-
tule, and steadfaat in hia puiposes, he pursues bis way un-
daunted by opporition, nnmeved by abuse.  Too Furceful
of mature tu by put down or ignored, he ia 8 power which
those in authority have to reckon with, and thuvugh person-
ally unambiticus of uftice, he filla a nust usefol part me an
eﬁicignt eheek upon extravagance, aud a perpetusl menace
to mis-government.
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In his character of rconomist Mr Sauaders stood slone in
the House of Representatives in 1843, in opposing the first
thres million lora,  He is ove of the few who never fur ane
instant sobeeribed te Sir Jolins Vogel's Hnancial policy
which he regarded ms unprincipled, and caleulated to pro-
doce disaster. Contending always thal every inducement
should be oifered to industry, he has censistently opposed
all taxation likely to fetter the exercise of that virtue. In
the Country Ruads Bill he stroggled nosuccessfolly for the
exemption of settlers’ improvenents, and ou many other oe-
carious did his uiruoss to equalise the burdene of taxation,
and relieve the classes lenst able to sustuin its weight.
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Independeant in character, and decided in his opinions, M
Saunders holds bimself free from the trammels of close
party ties. To sny Government whose pulicy ia progressive,
whose measures he esteems Liberal, and of whose guod in.
tentions he is persuaded, he will aceord support, but any
deviatinn frem what he considers the path of rectitude he
will unhesitatingly denounce. Thoroughly Llberal in his
views, all his energies are employed to farther Liberal legis-
lation, thus tu mdvance the cause and secure the well-
beiog of the people, and he cares not greatly by whose
ageocy these beneficial resuits aresecured. Included in the
Liberal party to day, he woold, without compunction, turn
hie back on 1t to-mwrrow were he convioced that the leaders
thereof contemplated subordinating the interests of the
people to their own.
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In the cause of education Mr Sannders has always been
aclive. The recoids of the Nelson Iroviscial Council shew
that sa far back as 1856 he proposed aud carried ey of
the most important and distinetive provisious of our preaent
Educativn Aet. Free, secular, nod universal edueation, com-
bined with the inculcativr of a high code of morality,
bas had his warm advocacy, but eny suggestion in the direc-
tion of npplf;'mg public money to the furtherance of ae-
nominativual objects hna met with his uncompromising
besatility, When in Nelson he was several times elected
Governor of the Nelson College ; he alsoserved as s member
of the Nelsen Education Buard, and subseruently in the
samip capacity in the North Canterbuory Buard. 'He was
also Governor of the Ashburten High Sehool, aud has
worked zealuusly on severai Eduocation Coutmittees.
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Mr Sanndeis is & staunch supporter of the movement to
enfranchiss women. Every human Leing, Lie contends, has
an inherent right to & voice in framing the laws by which
he or she is governed, and therelure oy & matier of righy,
women should be admitted to the jwlilieal fianchise, irre-
apective altogether of the consideration whether ur not Lhe
coucession wonld result in any beneficinl chabpge in the
peneral macliuery of goveimment, Bo ardent is My
Saundeis in hie ndvocaey of the messure that, like Sir John
Hall, he in prepared Lo aceept it with no matter what re-
stiictione and dizabilities, and his disappuintiment, when, at
the cluse of tast seerivn, Lhe Government refused to sntnnit
to the ipconvenient provisions designed by the Cauncil to
renrier the law inoperative, waa very openiy displayed.
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Mr Saunders is @ strong aupporter of the Hare systew,
which he wonld like tuees operating in all electious, He
in & prunnnaced oppunent of compulsary yaceination whici
he conriders s lertile souice of disease uvjustilied in u
eountiy which in not, aod in pot likely to lie wifected by
enll pox,  He s also strnngly oppored to the fmportation
of alevhulic lignurs, coutending thal ao long aa their use is
peimiitied at all Lthey should be manufactured within the
colony.



