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Tue Winona ia one of the oldest yachta in New Zealand,
having been buailt by Mr G. Waymonth, of Auckland,
about twenty years ago for Mr Street. She ia abont 16
tone rating. After the latter gentleman aold her she passed
through the hands of several yachtsmen, among others
Mr R. §. Reynolds, the well-known yachting enthumisat,
until she came into pomession of Mr H. Whitaker, who did
& great deal of ernising in her. Un bia depactnre for Ans-
tralia he disposed of her to Mr Harria, and she wan sailed
to the Islands. She did & good spsll of work there till last
year, when she journeyad to Wellington, where abhe now s,

Tuk weather was all that conld be desired for the pole
sports, which were held on the Ricearton Racecourse, Christ-
ehntch on Satarday. The grandstand and lawn pr d
gnite agay appeatance all theatternoon with the vari-colonred
gawna of the lailies, who muastered in great force, thereby
testifying to the popularity of these sporte with the fair
sex. Certainly it was a delightful afternoon’s outing for
everyone, and everything passed off moab successfully.
The ponies seemed to be in the pink of condition,
and they appeared to enter into the fun quite as muoeh
as any of their riders, who one and all were thoronghly
*at home’ on the sturdy little beasts. Tha Polo Cop race
was won by Mr K. H. Rhodes on Jack o Lantern, and the
sama gentleman also won the bending competition. The
moat amusing item on the programme was the * costume’
race, which kept the spectators in fits of langhter all the
time it lasted. Some of the costumes were too fonny for
anything, parbicolarly Mr W. Bockley's, who was wheeled
on to the eourse in a perambaulator, dressed as & baby in
tong clothes of white, and knitted bootees and rattle
all complete. Mr Clarke’a getup was *Sweet Seven-
tean,' in blueeilk and chiffon, aod be looked truly ridiculons
on horseback, although doubtless that was the effect he in-
intended to produce. Hon, E. Parker rode as a French
Cook ;: Mr A. G. Rhodes aa Jack Tar ; Mr Heaton as Little
HRed Riding Hood.  Ali the costumes jumbled up together
dutiog the race presented one of the fanniest sights ever
seen on the Riccarton racecourse, The Ladies Bracelet was
won by Mr B 6, who was inated by Miss Lough-
nan. The cigar and nmbrella race was also very fonny, the
poor umbrellas coming off very badly in the convest, nothing
much being left of them except the sticks. There will
only he one more game of polo in Christehurch before the
team go up North to try sheir lneck at the forthcoming
tournsment. We all hope {writes our correspondent) they
will come away with a good many laurels and keep up the
reputation of the Canterbary Polo Clab.

THE aquatic sports at New Plymouth on March 2nd were
very saccessful, the day being perfect and the Recreation
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Grounds looking their beat. There was & very good aé
tendanew, incloding s fair sprinkling of ladies. The Band
was present, and gave sdded atiraction. The Waitara
Regatta was held on Thursday, March Sth, and was a
brilliant success as regarded sttend , but the reg
itself was voted somewhat slow. OUver three thousand
people were present. Of conrse it is the * red letter’ day
for Waitara, and the town on this occasion presented
quite a festive appeainnce with all the flags Hying.
Very little chearing was heard excepting in the Champion
Whaleboat Race, then the crowd roused np and great ex-
citement prevailed, The erews were certainly a ine-looking
lot and pulled well. The ladies alse shaped well, and eent
their boata through the water in quick time. The Maori
Canoe Kace waa very good, the oatives keeping splendid
time. Fven though they get 2o madly excited, it is remark-
abla that they never lose the time for an instant. The
Waitara Band played during the day. Of conree it is small,
but it performs very well indeed. Mr Huoghea in & very good
bandmaster.

TENNIS.

———

Tue Ponsonby Tennis Lawn was again a scene of lively in-
terest on Saturday afterooon. The tug of-war this week
was West End versus Auckland, and West End bad folly
determined to overthrow the Champion Club of the town,
but alas, at the eritical moment, the eelf-poasession and
akill of the fair portion of the W.E. representatives seemed
to desert them ; their usual cool daring fled before the pro-
spect of such formidable opponents, and Punsonby suffered
defeat both on her own and the Auckland lawn. MrJ.
Patterson played with & force and energy born of despair,
but his single effurts conld not save the team. The follow-
ing are the scores :-— AL West End Lawn : Mesars Stevenson
and Marriner (A} beat Messrs Cooke and Ballantyne
(W.E.}, 7—56—1T7—5. Miss Scherfl and Mr Coldie (A}
beat Miss F. Billington aud Mr Pateraon {W.E), 6—1 75,
Misses Ring and Picken {A) beat Misses lva Ruszell and
Billington (W.E), 6—1 6—0. At Aueckland Lawn : Mesars
Scherff and Biss (A) beat Messrs Foster and (rentlea (W.E),
6—16-36—3. Mies Ring and Mr Bagnall {A) beat Miss
Bastard and Mr Haven (W.E.), 6—1 4—6 6—3. Mins
Nichol and Mrs Chap (A) beat Mies Russell and Mrs
Gentles (W.E), 6—0 6—~0. Tea and refreshments were pro-
vided by the Missea Edwards.

THE Ooebunga Club played Parnell, exchanging teams
for the day, on Satorday, and though Onebunga was beaten,
it was agreed on all sides that Parnell had to fight for the
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vietory. Of eourse it musk be remembered that the
Onehnngs Club is & young one, sad shey look to have s
better record next year. The combatants on Ouehunge
grouod were as follows : Mesars Tempest and Blair (P} beat
Mesers L. Noakes and F. Battley (UL  Bcores: 6—0, 60,
6—1. Mra Blair aod Mr L. Rick beat Miss M. Froat and
Mr L. Zinzan after a bard fight. Mise Mowbray and Miss
Ruokes beat Miss B. Banks and Miss A. Singlston, On the
Paroell lawn, Messrs Tonks and Hohyson beat Memars
Suttie and Frost. Scores: 6—0, 6-0, 6—1, Minms E,
RBawsett and Mr C. Suttis were beaten by Mr and Mr
Harrison. Scores: 6—1, 62 Miss C. Frost and Mis
E. Gibbona were beaton by Miss Atkioson and Mies I
George. Seores: 6—1, 6—4,

TENN1S tonrnsments are still in full swing, Tt is wonder-
fol what a fascination they exercise over players and apec-
tators.  Another atiraction to the game is the almost in-
avitable afternoon tea. Oan the Oaehnunga lawa last Satur-
day quite a large number of people appeared. The refresh.
ments weie provided by Miss M. Froat aund Miss N. Single-
ton, and as it was rather cold on the lawn, the hot ten was
most grateful to the on-lookers, aud refreshing to the
players. Thie elob i, a8 yet, hardly out of its infancy, and
the ground and play are very creditable, .
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HE New Zealand University Senate, which has re-
I cently eoncluded its sitting in Auckland, contains
among its members many names that are familior to
every New Zealandar, Through the conrtesy of Mr J. R.
Hanna, the well-known artist-photographer, we are en-
abled this week to present cur readers with a por-
trait gronp inclodivg the majority of the gentlemen
who exercise control over our infant upivereity. They
are all men of standing in tbe different parts of the
colony they represent in the Senate, and some of them
have a still wider representation which ia oot confined to
New Zealand. The contributions of the Chaaocellor, Bir
James Hector, to geological research are not inconsiderable,
the professore are men who have, generally speaking, been
distinguished students in their different apheres of study,
and among the members, are several gentlemen who have
played leadiog parts in the Government of the colony.

AUTHORS’ AFTERTHOUGHTS.

I7 is pingular to reflect how much the world owea to the
second thoughts of great men. It is doubiful if Byron's
*Childe Harold’ would have been
80 attractive if it had been called
* Childe Buran,' as the poet first
intended. Jt canoot be gques-

tioned that the afterthonght was
B great inmprovement.

Goldemith first called his * She
Btoops to Conguer,” *The Mis-
takes of & Wight,” and then " The
Belle’s Stratagem,’ but he didn’s
like either of these, and neither
did any of his friends, and they
caat about for a week till at
length Goldsmith himself bhit
upen the present title.

it took Dickens a long time,
aod he rejected about thiriy
ditferent titles, before he decided
to call his great novel * A Tale of
Two Cities,”

It was an afterthought that
led Walter Savege Lauder to
wiite his puem ‘Gebir’ in
Epglish instead of Latin, in
which language it was originally
begon,

We owe the puberb concluxion
of Byron’s Hebrew melody, ' The
haip vhe monarch minatielsweps,”
to p remark made by a musicinn,
My Nathan, when the inannseript
of the Brst draft ui the poem was
put in his hande,

Sheridan’s * School for Seandal
was the result of many changes,
both in design And eccpe of the
play. A Hist sketcih of the
play indicated little more than
a8 eatire on  the gossip of
the I'ump Roow at Bath, A
seeond  skeich  develuped  Sir
Peter and Lady Teazle, at first
called Mr Solimumn Teazle and
Mra Tenzle, the other charae-
ters being Siv lonald Harper
Vlausible, Cajtain Hebry |'lan-
wible, Freeman, and Maria. Chas,
Surfare wan ab diflerent wiagea
namned Clarimont Foribal, Henry
Pliant Piiable, Young Murries,
rod Frauk, Foseph Surface wae
called I'iausible I'liant, snd Tom
Sheriden elabovated the play,
welded (wo separately contrived
plota into one, and resunied his
characters; and this child of

misny changes was Sheridan's
mastarpiece.

Thackerny sxplainn in  his
* Pendevpie” that he theught of
concludiog the story tragically.

Anckirnd.



