
BLENHEIM.

Dear Bee, February 28.
The bad weather has put a stop to most festivities

this week, but onThursday a good manyput in their appearance
at

MRS GRIFFITHS* AT HOME
in spite ofthe chilly afternoon. I noticed present. Mesdames T.
Redwood. Snodgrass, Robinson, Mclntosh, Howard, Earp, Orr,
A. Farmar. Howard, Dodson. Dodd, Jackson, Misses Snodgrass,
Martin, Redwood, F. Smith, B. Horton. Worthington, Dodson, L.

Farmar, and Messrs Griffiths, (3) J. H.Smith. E. Conolly, Bunting,
S. Hodson, etc. Most of the ladies were seasonably clad in warm

serges. Miss Worthington, lookednice in acrimson frilled Russian
blouse over navy serge skirt, seal plush coat with beaver, and
white reefer hat; Mrs Howard, black serge skirt and whole
black coat over dark red blouse, small sailor hat trimmed with
cream and yellow marguerites and si k : Mrs Earp, navy serge
coat and skirt, scarlet blouse,black hat; Miss Lilian Horne, grey

corselet skirt and braces over cream blouse, cream hat; Miss
Dodson, well-fitting grey tweed and white hat with feathers ; Mrs
Urr. black, and becoming white hat with black velvet and
feathers. Tennis was played most vigorously and the lawn was

so sheltered that the wind was not felt.
On Friday we had a very severegale in the teeth of which Lord

and Hopetoun, andLord Northesk. accompanied by Mr.Bea-
umont. drove into Blenheim from Starborough. They stayed at

the Criterion Hotel till Saturday morningwhen they left by tr-iin
for Picton to join the Hinemoa, which had been dispatched from

Wellington tomeet them. It was a pity that they too should see

oursmall town under such disadvantageous circumstances. The

gale blew down and uprooted a great many trees all aboutthe
town, and broke a few windows, besides doing g

reat damage
among Messrs Dodson’s hop vines. Fortunately, nearly all the

harvest is gathered in, butloud are the lamentations of those un-
fortunates who still have some corn in thefields.

Saturday afternoonwas too wet for the tennis, so thoseladies
whohad prepared tea had to eat up their cakes, etc., themselves.

CITY RIFLES’ SOCIAL.

To-night theBlenheim City Rifles meet .at Captain Griffiths’ for
their yearly social which has already been postponed three times
on accountof the rain, but we hope the weather will be more

propitious to-night.
Sincerity.

DUNEDIN.

Dear Bee, March 2.

{Crowded out of last issue.)

SECOND DAY.

Thursday was also a fineday, but there was not agreat crowd
of ladies present. It was very pleasant upon the lawn, and the
dresses were seen to advantage. As upon the first day, large
balloonsleeves of a contrasting shade and different material to
the dress were worn witha goodly number in the Umpire style,
the hats trimmed high in front and the hair coiled at the
back of the head. The bonnets arealso trimmed in front and fit-
ting to the head, as the hair is nowworn at the back instead of
being piled high on the top. Mrs Lindo Ferguson wore an ex-

quisite gown of shot red and black, with black velvet puffed
sleeves, the short waist finished with black velvet, and a dainty
biack velvet and jet bonnet; Mrs S. Thomson, dead rose striped
gown handsomely trimmed with 1 ice, black bonnet; Miss Grier-

son, blue serge with pale blue silk vest, with cream hat; Miss
K. Neill, black serge with tiny spots, vest and epaulettes
of terra-cotta silk veiled in black lace, cream hatwith feathers;
Mrs Bothemly, cream serge braided with gold, black bonnet
with pink roses ; Mrs Alexander, dark green ; Miss Stephenson,
white linen, made with long coat, red necktie, and cream hat;
Mrs Spring, fawn, with corselet of black, black hat; Miss
Williams, sea green gown, black hat; Mrs McMaster, blue
serge finished with braid ; Mrs Jowilt wore a lovely dress of silk
shot greenand dark red. with puffed sleeves of the silk, and red
velvetto the elbow, an Empirebelt was also of the velvet, and the
skirt made with a long train; a lovely deep white lace collar,
a white Leghorn hat trimmed with red velvet and white
feathers completed one of the prettiest costumes on the course;
Mrs Hales, a trailing gown of rich black merveilleux with
black lace epaulettes, vest and cuffs ofgold brocade, black bonnet

with purple velvet pansies; Mrs (Dr.) Martin, trailing gown of

terra-cotta silk, the jacket bodice finished with creamlace, bonnet
to match ; Mrs R. Wilson, pale terra-cotta trimmed with black

lace and jet, black and yellow bonnet; Mrs McLean, grey tweed,
vest and cuffs of white silk ; Mrs McKenzie, vieux rose silk with
trimmings ofvelvet, handsome black lace hat; Miss Gibson, fawn

and pink with long fawn cloth jacket; Miss — Gibson charminggrey

gown, finely striped with dark blue, and finished with blue

velvet, hat to match ; Miss T. Stephenson, grey, with crushed
strawberry silk vest and cardinal velvet revers ; MrsE. C. Rey-
nolds, navy blue with vest of ied, hat to match; Mrs Wilford,
heliotropeand white delaine,white hat; Miss B. M’Lean, a very

pretty dress of pale blue finished with white lace, white hat; Miss

Reynolds, green and black costume; Miss J. Gilkison. pretty
heliotrope gown trimmed with cream embroidery, black hat:
Miss M’Lean. pale heliotrope finished with revers of a darker
shade; Mrs Willie Neill, grey figured with black, black merveil-
leux sleeves, and black bonnet; Miss Neill, grey braided with
dark blue.

AMONG THE VISITORS

on Cup Day were Mrs Alan Scott (Christchurch), wearing a

stylish black costume with corselet bodice, the upper part and
sleeves being pale grey silk, black and grey bonnet; M'ss C.
Reid (Elderslie). pretty fancy delaine with pink andblue ribbons;
Mrs Wilfred (Wellington), pretty black crepon with light green

facings: Miss Buckley (Oamaru), pale heliotrope, with black

and heliotrope hat; Miss Mcnlove (Oamaru), dark blue

costume with scarlet facings, blue and red hat; Miss Reid

(Elderslie), pale grey with rows of white braid; Miss Back-
house (Sydney), smart tweed with zouave jacket, vest and

sleeves of olive green velvet, picture hat with feathers: Miss
Moffat (Invercargill), white delainetrimmed with pale green silk

andlace, large white hat and feathers ; Mrs McDonald (Sydney),
pale grey silk, with black lace trimmings, and black jet bonnet.

On the second day of the races there were also a number of

pretty dresses worn by visitors. The Hon. Mrs Parker (Christ-
church). stylish brown tweed with brown velvet vest and
trimmings, brow n hat: Mrs Storey (Sydney), fawn colouredcrepon,
with black lace epaulettes ; Mrs I'. Campbell (Christchurch), dark

blue serge; Mrs Alan Scott (Christchurch), shot black and blue
with the bodice of black velvet; Mrs Temple (London), pale helio-
trope delaine trimmed with narrow' bands of violet velvet, black
and heliotrope hat; Miss Stewart (Scotland), fawn trimmed with
green; Miss McCardy (Aberdeen), blueand white crepon trimmed
with lace, white hat ; Miss Backhouse(Sydney), white serge with
jet 11 immings, and black ribbons; Mrs McDona'd (Sydney), shot
silk covered with black lace; Miss Buck'ey (Oamaru). pale pink
crepon; Miss - Buck ivy (Oamaru). pale grey lined with pink and

pink trimmings; Mrs S.evens(Christchurch), brown striped tweed
trimmed with jet-.

THE RACE BALL.

There were so many handsome dresses it is difficult to say
which looked best. Mrs Mason looked remarkably well in a very
handsome brocade of a delicate pink colour; it hada be tutiful

lr- in ami the bodice was trimmed with passementerie and soft

ruffles of lace; Mrs J. Mills, handsome ye low brocade with

yellow velvet sleeves and trimmings; the Hon. Mrs Parker wore
a stylish pink bengaline with beautiful lace: Mrs L. Ferguson, a

lovely pa e pink brocade made loose in front and with
long Watteau train; Mrs A. Scott (Christchurch), cream

coloured silk with lemon - coloured velvet sleeves; Mrs
J. Davidson, very handsome green brocade; Mrs Orbell
(Timaru), pale pink siik trimmed with lace; Mrs H. Mc-

Kenzie, pale green silk with a Watteau train, relieved a little
with pale pink : Mrs Johnson, stylish black costume with large

green velvet sleeves. There were a number of debutantes pre-
sent ; and a great many purr while dresses were worn. Miss
Kale Mills lo« ked very well in lily white corded silk made in Em-

pire style, masses of white lace round the neck ; she carried a

lovely while bouquet. Miss Belle McLean was another debu-
tante; shewore a lovely white merveilleux, with cross folds of soft

white lisse on the bodice; she also carried an exquisite white
bouquet; Miss Peep Gibson, a very stylish white merveilleux

with Watteau train, thebodice being trimmed withnarrow bands
of silver and embroidered chiffon; Miss K. Stephenson wore rich
white corded silk, the skirt bordered with feather trimming, and
the bodice trimmed with embroidered chiffon; Miss K. Neill,
lovely white and silver brocade with bunches of lily of the valley
drapingthe skirt and bodice ; Miss Backhouse (Sydney), pale blue
trimmed with jet and heliotrope, black jet waist belt; Miss F.
Sise, rich white silk ; Miss Gibson, yellow silk trimmed with three
heliotrope silk frills ; the bodice was trimmed withheliotrope silk
and long heliotrope ribbons at the back ; Miss Dymock, pale pink
merveilleux with large sleeves; Miss Wanlcss (Melbourne), pale
pink and green silk, with lace trimming the bodice: Mrs R. Mc-
Master, handsome pink brocade with trimmings of Maltese lace ;
Miss Buckley (Oamaru). handsome bouton d’or dress, the front
being embroidered chiffon ; Miss Menlove cream satin, withred
velvet trimmings and large red sleeves; Miss Reid, electric blue
silk trimmed with ruches of the silk ; Miss C. Reid, pretty
white satin; Miss Wright, rich white corded silk hanging
loose in front from the neck, and a long Watteau train;
Miss Green wood, white silk with red Empire sash; Miss E. Far-

quhar. pink and white striped grenadine, hanging loose in front

from a pink velvet yoke, and sleeves of the velvet; Miss
Gardiner, black velveteen with yellow ribbons: Miss Moffat,
white crepon with large sleeves; Miss Stewart, pale pink Liberty-
silk ; Miss Black, handsome black silk with buttercup velvet
sleeves veiled in black lace; Miss A. Roberts, pretty white silk
with draperies and trimmings of embroidered chiffon ; Miss M.
Williams, white striped silk with yellow- velvet collarand trim-
mings.

PICTON.

Dear Bee, February 28.

I am sendingfor ‘ Topics ’an account of the

DELIGHTFUL CONVERSAZIONE

given by- theresidents of the townand district towelcome Mr and
Mrs Sedge wick back amongst us. As there were more than
threehundredpeople present I can onlyattempt to describe a few
dresses worn by the committee andyounglady assistants, ofwhom
there was quite a small Mrs Duncan wore handsomeblack
silk and lace; Mrs Mellish. black satin, and lovely white lace

pelerineand cap : Mrs Baillie(Para), black broche ; Mrs Ruther-
ford, heliotrope silk and guipure lace; Mrs Mclntire, light silk

with large collar, andnew circular cap of Limerick point; Mrs A.

P. Seymour, black velvet and white lace ; Mrs Speed, handsome
black Lyons silk ; Mrs Sedgewick, darkgreen silk ; Mrs H. C. Sey-
mour. black merveilleux and pink ribbon bows; Mrs Waddy,
well-fitting dark costume with collar and cuffs of white guipure ;
Mrs Scott, black merveilleux. pretty circular cap of lace
and ribbon; Mrs Baillie, black silk and white lace frills;
Mrs Allen, black ; Mrs Gard, black with gold; Mrs Philpotts,
black; Miss Linton woie white muslin, and managed
the musical part of the entertainment in quite a masterly
manner; Miss Hassel wore white lace over pink; Misses L.

Falconer, pink muslin ; M. Philpotts, white muslin and black
bows ; S. Philpotts, black ; M. Greensill, French grey brochd ; A.

Scott, fawn cashmere with silk facings; M. Speed, white; B.

Waddy. white; E. Waddy. fawn cashmere; S. Greensill,cream

flowered delaine; N. Allen, black skirt, white blouse; M. Sey-
mour, prettv frock of fawn striped material; K. Seymour, pink

delaine,and I. Seymour, skirt and pale blue blouse ; A. M hite,

pale blue frock with puffed sleeves and ribbon bows; Miss Hay

wore cream delaine; Miss Speed, navy blue surah silk with white
pattern; Miss Howard, black; Miss Carey, white muslin. All

wore pretty flowers and had bright faces, so I neednot say how

welcome their appearancewith plates of cakes and all sorts of

goodies was to the three hundred folks in the hall, nor must I

forget to say how energetically the gentlemen—who so far had
taken aback seat—wo ked with the teaand cotfeetrays, to satisfy
an undefinedlonging to be up and doing something toran affair
which was to reflect glory on everybody connected with it.

Archdeacon and Mrs Grace, from Blenheim, and our old friend.
Miss Bowden, who is now visiting Picton, were the only other

formally invited guests. All the rest was a free-will offering from

the residents of every denomination to our returned wanderers.

On Sunday afternoon aparty of ladies and gentlemen consisting
of Mr and Mrs Rutherford, Mrs Allen. Mr Gudgeon, Miss Speed,
Miss M. Speed, and Miss Nora Allen, wereentertained at

AFTERNOON TEA ON BOARD H.M.S. RINGDOVE

in the Captain’s sanctum sanctorum. They were shown over the

ship, ar d saw the men parade, and listened to many interesting
stories of the ship’s cruise around the Islands of thePacific. On

Monday Mr ar d Mrs Rutherford gave a most recherche little
dinnerat theirresidence Fern Hill. The guests were Mr and Mrs

Waddy. Captain Bain, Mrs Allen, and Mrs Speed. One or two

other invited guests were unavoidably absent.

PERSONALIA.

Pict oniansare pleased toknow that Mr Waddy, of the Bank of
New Zealand, who has been absent on sick leave, is about to take
up his duties again, and Mr T. Mouat of the Blenheim branch,
who has been on relieving duty, will return to thatoffice.

The Misses M. and I. Seymour, M. Philpotts, and A. Scott, who

have been visiting Captain Harris’ family at Richmond Bay,
Pelorus Sound, have returned to Picton, and look all the better
for their charming holiday, which was full of interest from be-

ginningto end. Land and waterexcursions were frequent, tennis
matches, dancing and musical evenings, visitors also were quite
an everyday affair, as also were earthquakes, after the earthquake
of Sunday morning, which was severely feltin thatlocality.

Mrs Linton, who is going Home for a trip in the Coptic, invited
her friends to

A FAREWELL AFTERNOON TEA

on Tuesday. Quite a goodly gathering roll'd up,amongst whom
were Mrs Scott in black grenadine, andhandsomelong black lace

mantle, bonnetof black btraw with cream tips and flowers ; Mrs
Gard, black silk, and lace mantle, bonnet with yellow flowers;
Mrs Speed, in black, and black jet bonnetwith pink roses; Mrs

Rutherford, dark brown cotton with coloured chrysanthemums,
whitehat with terra-cottabowsand cream chrysanthemums, baby
ribbon strings; Mrs Fitzgerald, pretty pale blue cashmere with
white vest, collar and gauntlets: Mrs McShane, dark costume;
Mrs Mclntosh white muslin ; Mrs Philpotts, black; Mrs H. C.

Seymour, spotted blue cotton, black lace straw hatwith pretty
pink flowers; Mrs Allen, black; Miss Greensill, white Indian
muslin prettily embroidered in pink, etc.

Jean.

0 A T A II II H,
HAY FEVER, CATARRHAL DEAFNESS.

A NEW HOME TREATMENT,

Sufferersare not. generally aware thatthes" diseases arecon-

tagious. or that they are due tothe presenceoi living parasites in

the lining membrane ofthe nose
and eustachian tubes.

Microscopic research, however, has proved this tobe a fact, and

the result is that a simple remedy has been formulated whereby
these distressing diseases are rapidly and permanently cured by a
few simple applications made at home by the patientonce in two

weeks.
A pamphlet explaining this new treatment is sent on receipt of

2|d stamp by

A. HUTTON DIXON,

43 & 45 EAST BLOOR STREET,

TORONTO C-AJSTAuIDA.-

Scientific American.

Mrs. S. A. Allen’s
World’s

Hair Restorer

Quickly changes gray or

faded hair to its natural

colour. A perfect hair dress-

ing, delicately perfumed.

Il is not a dye.

COKER’S FAMILY HOTEL,
CHRISTCHURCH. NEW ZEALAND,

Patronised by His Excellency Lord Onslow.

Five minutes from Rail and Rost.

The most moderate first-class Hotel in Australasia.

Inclusive tariff perday 10s 6d
Ditto perweek £3 3s

THOMAS POPHAM.
Late Commander IJ.S.S. Ci.) Proprietor

“ KEATING’S POWDER.”
“ KEATING'S POWDER.”
“ KEATING’S POWDER.”
“ KEATING’S POWDER.”
“ KEATING S POWDER.”

BUGS,
FLEAS,

KILLS MOTHS,
BEETLES,

HARMLESS TO ANIMALS,
UIT °ES ’

HARMLESS TO ANIMALS.
HARMLESS TO ANIMALS.
HARMLESS TO ANIMALS,

iaJ4?riXalled in destroying FLEAS, BUGS, COCK
ItOACHI-S, BEET LES, MOTHS in FURS, and every
other species of insect. Sportsmen will find this in
valuable for destroying fleas in the dogs, as also ladies
for their pet dogs.

The PUBLIC are CAUTIONED that packages o‘

H'f.Powder bear the autograph of THOMAS
KEAI ING. Sold in Tins only.

“ KEATING’S WORM TABLETS.”
“ KEATING’S WORM TABLETS.”
“ KEATING’S V, ORM TABLETS.”
“KEATING’S WURM TABLETS.”
A PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in appear
anceaud taste, f rmshing amost agreeable n ethod of adminis

°P.*? certainremedy for INTESTINAL or THREAD
“ OHMS. It is a perfectly safe and mild preparation, and isespecially adapted for Children. Sold in Tins by all Druggists.

Proprietor. THOMAS KEATING. London.

EMPIRE TEA GO’S

BLENDED TEAS
ARE

SUPERIOR =

THEY ARE FRAGRANT

THEY ARE DELICIOUS

THEY ARE OF UNIFORM QUALITY

THEY EXCEL IN VALUE

YOU CAN ALWAYS DEPEND ON THEM.

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY.,

W. G. TURNBULL & CO.,

PROPRIETORS, WELLINGTON.
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