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EPIDEMICS OF CRIME.

MANIAS AND YICES THAT ARR CONTAGIQUS.

FEW yeara ago the French physiologist Ribot
! ealled attention to some remarkable facia, illos-
trating tha moral influence of elimace and diet.
+ The infirmities of the mind,’ be said, ‘npgenr
10 be subject to lawa strikingly similar to those
governing the disorders of the body. More-
over, the progress of medical scionce has left no doubs thak
the predisposition to almoat every vice and every virtue can
be stimulated by the action of apecial drugs.’

And, to lcomplete the snalogy. moral aberrations seem,
under certain ci w0 b as & as
physical apidemies.

he Hindoo mania of self-torture has repestedly spread
beyond the Mediterraoean, and there was a tima when
almost every Christian community of Scuthern Earope had
s scar-covered anchorite or a fasting club of its own, It
might be sap that life in the middle ages was so
miserable that ita rennnciation required no special effort of
self-denial ; bat

BUICIDR MANIAS
became epidemie at several periods of an ers that has been
celebrated as the ywolden age of Paganism, and in B C. 235
Egypt, then ruled by one of the most enlightened sue-
ceasors of Alexander the Great, was invaded by & craze of
that sork. Corpses were found dangling from almost every
tree in the palastra, or gymmnasiam park, of Alexandria, the
reedy shores of the Nile-delta were covered with dead
bodies, and agnostic philosophers fanned the mania by
travelling aboub the coantry and deliveriog lectures in troe
Buddhist fakir style, on the bleasing of annihilation. Oane
of these fanatics, called the
YORATOR.OF DEATH,'

was chased across the border by order of King Ptolemy, but
suitides continued till the war against Syria turned the at-
tention of the public to other topica of sensation.

Six hundred yeara ago the natives of Campania, in
Southern Ltaly, were seized with a similar epidemie At
Castellamare, some twenty miles Sonth of Naples, a whirl-
pool became the grave of hundreds who leaped over the
¢liffs in spite of the protests of the honsa guarde,
and on the road from the ioland town of Benevento proces-
slons of life-weary fanatics were gees hurrying econstward
at a trot, chaating & weird song with the burden :

A la mare me portati,
. 8i volete ebe me sanatil .

Expostulationa they drowned by the simple device of
roaring in choras, and at the attempt to stop them by force
they would scatter, but manage to regain the road further
down, and hurry on to self-chozen destruction.

In Northern Earope abont the same time the lack of in-
tellectoal resonrces bad developed an

EPIDEMIC OF INTEMPERANCE,

ot rather of aleohol worship, since the reckless topeis con-
tented themselves with the simplest and scantiess bill of

fare. A pieos of rye bread and » slice of salt besf were con-
aidered s?unchﬁon it for any gentleman, since the russica
had oaly rye bread and water; but over their eupa the
higher classes vied in excesses, which nowadays would
hardly ba credited outside of the Muoich Hol-Braun-Haus.
Among the curiosities of the Royal Musenm of Stuttgart 1
a beaker holding fourteen Suabian quarts, and marked with
the names of several cavaliers whe succeeded in empr.{ing
that monster vessel to the last drop. The historian Pollnitz
describes & visit to the coart of the Elector of the Palatinate,
who forced his guesta to drink till many of them rolled
under the table, where they were collected and stacked up
like sacks in & corner of the banguet hall. Oane of his
courtiers, the Count de Goerz, was in tha habit of wakin
his boys at midnight and urging them %o join his nocturnsl
reveln, and if they asked permission to retive would break
forth in pathetic Jamenta : * Oh, this degenerate age! In it
poavible shat children of mine should thus disgrace them-
selven |

But the most striking proof of the oniversality of in-
temperanca is a record ot the transactiona during the con-
vention knowo as the Peaca of Westphalia (terminatiog the
Thirty Years War). On oot less than four different ocea-
sions the historian states that the plenipoteatiaries had to
sdjourn on account of the befuddled condition of Hia Excel-
leney, Count Oxenstiern, the great statesman represeniing
the Swedish nation and the North-Gerwan Protestants.

HASHHISH FIENDS

otice heeame so nnmerous in Weatern Asia that the Sheik hal
Jebel availed himself of the mania to enlist a corps of
desperadoes, who, at his command, wonld get drunk to-
gether nnd rush upon their enemies with the fury of Spanish
maatiffs, till the word assassination (hashish rampage) be-
came a synonym of marder.

Bat even without the aid of drogs, manslanghter manias
have more than once assumed an epidemic form. The
soldiers of Tamerlane and Al Pashy revelied in carnage wich
a gusto that needed oo other etimulus, and found u horrible
expression in _the remark of a Bashi-Bazouk chieftain that
% those who have opce tried it are apt to prefer a firet-rate
man-hunt to every other sport.” Mnhamed Babers’ traopers,
too, howled for battle and neaeded all the stern resolution of
their leader to keep them from provoking m quarrel with
the timid natives of Northern Hinduatan, but at the first
show of resiatance their destructive passion was given fall
rein, and it may be doubted if withont an indocement of
that mort Suwaroff wonld have succeeded in leading hia
man-batchers from the Volga te the Alps.

During the

-~ CARNIVAL OF BLOOD -

preceding the fall of Robespiarre not men only, bot women,

,gob ‘drunk with crime ’ and ranged the conntry clamouring
o

r the privilege of wassaers, on peneral principles if ne
special act of * unpatriotism ' econld be wade to furnish a
pretext for revenge. OFf the 280,000 victims butcbered in
the course of & year and & half at least a quarter of & million
were gacrificed on the altar of wanton blood thiras. During
the peasanta’ way, toe, murder continued after the hunger
of retaliation had been satiated by the death of the fendal

oppressor.  In tha little town of Weinsberg six knighte
were dragged from their hidiog places and impaled by the
rabid roatics, who thea pmueg to avenye the disappoiut-
ment of their search for additional victims by inlling apon
helpless non-combatanis and hewing away left and righxuill
their axes got blunt with the amashing of human akulls.

De. Livingaton in the chronicle of his Alrican travels de-
acribes a Katlir chisflain who seemed to bs seized with
semi-annual fite of & butcher mania, which obliged him to
extend his mao bnnt to tribes who had been entirely inno-
esnt of soy set that conld be eoustroed into m fair rasns
bells, o much so, indeed, that some of them were ignorant
of the very name of their invader. The eommander of bis
swashbucklers shared hie passion, and jusiilied it on the
groond that it was necessary to keep thewr men in practice.

For similar purpusea Malay pirates often

ATTACK AND BUTCHEH THE CREWS

of vessels carrying nothing but ballast, or such noprofitable
cargoes as ren-moss and teak -weed. UOne of these human
sea monsters, hanged a fex yeara mgo at Singapore, ton-
fessed to have suok or burned eighty-tive Chinese junks, s
circamstance which he merely mentiocned becnuse his cap-
ture had been effected by a French man-of-war, and the
¥rench were just then not on the beat of terms with China.
In the thousand islands skirting the coast of Sumatra the
arrival of & boodle-freighted corsair will often stimulate a
general revival of piracy, and induce scores of fishermen to
pell their tackle for fice-arme.

A still uylier epidemic, however, was the

CHRAZE OF PERSECUTION

which almoat depopnlated the Netherlands during the ad-
ministration of 1be Duoke of Alba. A frenzy appeared to
seize the Bpanish soldiersy and durisg 8 beretic hunt of
three years not less than 23,000 persons were burat nlive,
hanged or slain in the hields and woods like wild beasta.
The desperate energy of the eontest thus inaugurated may
be inferred from the fact that the attempi to quell che in.
surrection was not abanduned tiil the Spanish kings had
expended 750,000,000 pesos and lost 106,000 men in battlea
and aieges,

PRECIOUB JEWELS,
Falthfulneas in the humblest part
Is better at Joast than proud success ;
nd patienco and love in a chastened heart
Are pearls more precious than happiness ;
And in the morning when wo shall wake
To the spring-time freshness of youth agnin,
AJl troubles will seen but a flying laka,
And lifelong sorrow s breath on the pane.

KEw GARDENS. ~A lnrﬁe bad of the Giladiola {Childei)
was aeen in Kew Gardens last summer and attracted much
attension. At that time they were nos named, but Mr
Watson, the Carator, writing te the American paper,
Garden and Forest, stated thab ‘ the raisers might be con-
gratulated on the exeellence of their seedlings ; that eome
of the spikes were fully aix feat high, well furnished with
flower larger than any other Gladicius previouely seen, and
that the colonrs were brilliant, as well as variable.’

 THE HABIT OF HEALTH.
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If we think of Soap as a meuans of cleanliness only, even then PEBARS’ SOAP is a

‘matter of course.
nor free alkali in it.

But what does cileanliness lead to?

thoughts ; to the habit of health ; to manly and WOmanly beauty.

It is the. only :Soap that is all Soap and wnothing but Socap — no free fat

It leads to a wholesome body and mind ; to clear

Has to do with the wrinkles of age—-we are forming them now.
wrinkles will take a cheerful turn when they come ; if a burden, a sad one.

us from humcours and pimples brings a lifeful of happiness,

them the cheerful turn.

If life is a pleasure, the

The Soap that frees

Wrinkles will come ; let us give

Virtue and wisdom and beauty are only the habit of happiness.

Civilization by Soap, pure Seap, PEARS’ SOAP, that has no alkali in it—nothing buf

Soap—is more than skin-decp.



