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ROBABLY the inhabitapts of ne eountry in she

I _ civilised world, suffer so seutely from the habit of
the loane jooularity as do the otherwiss fortunate
aclonists who share with os what we are pleased to call
the ! glorious elimate " and other It ble ad ges of
theee § te ialands. Ax the Spectator in a recent iwue
observed, * thore is nothing in the world produces the rensa
of mental nanses more sompletaly, or is more cereain to tarmn

thg iptalleatns] stamach, than the use of certain jocularities

of spesch with which so many people thiok fit to adorn their
conversation.” The people whe find it impossibie to rpeak
of an upmarried man exceps as 8 * gay backelor” with whom
the son is always ‘s driny’ or the * Aersing pond’ and &
hotee & * fery stsed * 3 who sternelly talk about * Sunday go-
1o mesting clothes and who bave such phrases as *no rzirg
charge,’ ‘ agitats the tintinabulator® or * ths noxious weed,’
‘ehs pipe of peacs,’ *forly swinks' and °braving the
alements,’ for ever on their lps, are capable of producing in
thoss who wish to see language kept clean and bright, &
Aisgraat which iv sheolutely intolerable.

£t is difiealt to say if thess cant phrases—that in & per-
fectly proper desoription of them - are mare odione when
ased tously or ionaly —that is to say Ly people
‘who believe them to be funay—and intend that sheir beareis
shonld eonsider them funny, or by those who have werely
caught them up and repeat them like parrots, and without
any Intention goud or bad, In cor own apinion the ase
of *oommon form ' jocularities is moet offensive in thoss
who think of sheo ss wls, thoggh wo-s painfal in people
who use them nasonssiously and merely m+ means of ex-
prossing tholr meaning,

“We feol,’ saya the Spectaor, thut those who try
to foroe a lemgh out of wuoh expresioon as **wy
downy cowsh " or “eommilting  matrimony,”  who
sqairm {uto & smile, a8 they sk if thora inu's “room for o
little one,” ur who apeak ol ' japasning their trutier cosey "
wight fairly be shot st sight. When sowe excellent
mother of & lsrge and heavily facetivus family catches
ap apd usor, al b jnnaly, such ph us “yet.
ting outeide g square meal," - theclerk of the weather,” ** she's
no chicken,” or ¢ put on your war paiat,” sud when & father
mechanically talke of ** performing Ais ablutwns ” the sense
of pathos overoconues all other feslings, With such an ex.
hibition befors our eyes we can feel only suaé lgeryma
rerum, and pans by with svetted heads. As & rule, how-
ever, people who take tothe ase of vertal jocularities combioe
the meptal atandpoint of thoss who try to be fuuny with
the holiow sprightiiness of mere imitation, They bave a
half-hearted idea they aré being funny, but at the same time
their chief-reasna for talking ot ¢ maternal relatives " snd
people of the ** mascniine persuarion ™ in the fact that thoee
with whom they assnclate dn the same thing, They say
" Why this thusmess,” or ** a fine day for the ducks ” as they
sy Yes or No.*

A+ 50 mauy people are jooular without reslly meaniog it
it may be worth while to quote some exnmpien of the turne
of npeoch they should mvoid. 1In all prohability there are
thoaeands of peopla of mot samoplary bebavisar and «of
excollent morsl sharacter in athet respects, whone epeech is
loadvertently strewn with the verbal acracities ageiost
which we are protasting, and who sre not in any trne seose
aware of the shooking exhibition they often make of them.
selves. Let it not ba supposed for m moment that 1t is only
the mioxes of the one sex and the "Arries of the utber who
are staeped to ibe lips {o buoeful jocularitien. Their nse is
Uy Do means & sin of the vulgar. Piapty of penple who
would not, talk in "Arryisma miay be heard * vecruiting ex-
Acusted mature’ by & drink from the ‘fowing duw,' and
declarlog that they are * full ingide,' though they have been
* very peckah.'

All sorts and ecmditions of mes and women, boys and
girls, are jmplh d in oar charge, snd there is no clas or
sot that éan be held blamsless. Hinge, therefore, there are
0 many = i we propose, ka we have said
shave, to select some specially bad examples of jocularities
in order that shose fo need of eonversion may have their
sooacisnoes awakened and so0 be brought to & better way.
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Those who have never reslised that they use the most
atrogious exprosslous a hundred times a day will be able to
son thempalves in & mirror, and understand what their pet
phrases acund like when presented in oold blood. We will
begin with whas is perbapes the most gheatly example inn
eollection of verbal styocities placed at our dirposal by a
champion of what is sound snd of good repute in langusge,
thoaght, and sentiment. We are given to undemstand that
the fanuy thing to say to & man who eomes near to treading
on your fost 1s ¢ Ware wheat.’ * Wars wheat’ in, of sourse,
equal to * Look owt for corn,’ or * Don't tread on my toes.'
Anything more disagreeably fooliah or inanely onplessant
it wonid be hard to imagine. There is, of conrse, no harm
in talking abont corns, bat shis remote and feeble 4 jn_kelet '
—to borrow & phrase loved of tha joeular—is positively
ghoulish, - Lo
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Aftor shis such phrases as * spars my dluehes,' *to indite
an epiastie,’ *to be shot* (thet is to be phutographed), ‘ as the
poet hath it,! ¢ good ofter tea’ (tor good afternoon), * piaying
the giddy gavden goal,” souni almoss commendable. They
must, however, be avoided like the plague, for so catching
is the habit of using joeularities that . man who begios
with the eomparstive innocence of ¢ spare my blushes’ may,
in time, d d to the deg ion of *ware wheat.’
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Another very vommon and very shocking cant phiase is
Vit doern't sust my peculiar style of beauty,’ Imont

an
tad are * O K7 (i e, all right), “only ki Metls joke,' T liks -

them dut they don't Jike me,' * thers dan't @ headache ina
hogshead,” and moat

tion or amocistion must renk as jooularities. We will,
huwever, only cite ove. Can anything hp more horrible
than the word * tost/isome,’ vopecially when applied, as we
have known it applied, to liguer? *.A glast of toothsome
Chartreuss’ in, perbaps the mows nausecus form of words itis
pusmble b0 lmagine, T is far worse than that greasy
phrase ! tAs auconieni chop of commerce,” which so ofien
paoos for wit at the eating house when Runting sake Bunt-
ing what ho Is goiog to bave for dinner this ¢ af¥er 2ea.’
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It will perhaps be tho'ughb that we ought n& to draw
thiy fndictment aguinst & whole set of words and phrases

- withous giving some resson for the dirapprobation with
which we have regarded them. All people capable of form-

ing » rational opiniom will, we may safely nssume, agree
that the eheap and conventional joonisrities of the sort wa

have quoted ara to he condemned ; but they may still like -
to have the sources of disguet analyeed and investigaied.

¢In our opinion,’ says the Speciatar, 'one of the chief
reasons why verbal joomlarities mre mo sbucking ts 1o
be found in the fazc that shey are blurred and de-
faced by uveage. They were originally made of some-
what soft metal, and are bow bilnnted and rabbed
fato shapeless carioutores of sheir former selves. Thoy
are, in fact, like those worn engravings of pictures oue
Aunde in certain boarding honees. The vriginel picture may
bave besn well envugh, buy these ten-thovssudih impres-
siona are revolting ohjects. The lighta and sbhadows have
all run topether, and the eifeot is deplorable. When
Diogenes invited Aristotls to take ** pot luck ”” wish him the
pirae waa bright and clean, it weaut sumethiog, and was
sufficiently bumornos.  Now, howsver, it has been used s
million times, snd iv as old and greasy as an up-country
bank sote. * Feeling below par” mayagain have bean siuler-
able Btock Exchenye witticiern when ¢ was firnt let off by
& promivent aiember of the Bruck Exchange, Loudnn, w an
sdmiriog frlend. Now it is 80 surry 8 joke that in pity the
d are making it into a technica) sxpression for & onn-
dition of healih below nonnal,

*The boy who firat complained of having *a bonednhis leg,”
bad no doobt a right to feel proud of his inventiveness;
bat who feels iuolined w laagh at it now. Turos of phrases
fotended to be conie are sl very well, bot they must be, a8
the ahope eay, *"ar frash as fresA.” The woment they are the
leass bit ¥ off colonr " they nat merely oesse to amuse, bub
are justly thy cause of loathing, and becoms thinge as abom-
ioable ms egye that have coassd to be fresh. In thelr case,

.ol all * how goes the eneiny T
There are in addition many single words which by deriva- .

00, no one bas & right to act like 4he bumble eu

replied, “ Froeh anough for me, thask you,” when ':.:",m
singe in his spg had sansed the wile of his benifood beether
pamot to exelaim, * Daar me, I'm afraid yoor sgg isn's quite
drosh I’ We can keep the nnfreshuness of onr eggw to our.
selven, bus nob the nnfreabnses of our jokes,'

In sddition to the worn-ous jokes whose ghosts, like the
Rhosta in * Julins Cmear,’ scream and gibber in the publie
stroets, and bear about them s ghastly moekery of fun,
there are some jocularities which were never anything bnt
vulgar and disgusting. They are disgusting boeanss they
are disgnsting, and of those who cannot recognise them we
can only say, as we say of & man who has no sense of smell,
that they escape s great deal.

No doubt there ramains, when all is said and dons, a eer-
tain scope for private judgment. The best judges of ple-
tares snd fmasic Bever gquite agres in thelr censura.  For
example, sore wonld condemn * A little bird told me' s &
jucalarity. To the writer in the Specfator the phrase is so
venerable and historic that he cannot place it among
tatooed jocularities. It was under eover of this form of

peech chat onr tors passed some dangerons news,

Y hond & DEd s,

The Parlinmant soldlers

Are gone to the King.' .
That was how the news that Monk was going o bring back
Charles spread smong the people who had grown tired of
the reign of the Sainta. To tondemn the old phrase may,
for all we know, bs to condemn the firat attempt at the
nse of an indirect wayof expressing m meaning. * The maide
who called on Hertha in deep foreat glades > doubtleas found
the phrase Invaluable for introdncing some woodland *on
dit” of their own invention. .
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{BY W. THOMPRON.}

OH ! wouild that I had known, then had 1 lived
* The days of youth, not idly dreamed the houra

In vain and useless yuestioning ; nor grieved
For that which is be) ond mere mortal powers

To know or understand, The Present dowers
Mankind with life enough without the Past ;

And that * whichis w_‘be ¥ will ¢ : not ours
Omnisch to i Y

80 vast,
The Chalice of Eternity may not be drunk in hasts.

Thus never to have lived—to have denjed .
My hesrt the love by which & life is orowned,
‘Por vain smbitions thought : —and earth so wile
A sphere of basaty, wherein joys abound
Anv self so stroog, ~ O si}ly fool | profonnd
sed the wisdom of the baughty mind ;
" Contented with ss echo, a faint sound
From all Life's wondrous chimes ; which conld not find
The Bving harmonies that every breath reai

The humblest entter wmking on the oil,

Glad in the joys of home and Jove and wife,
Thankfnl for eveniug—bappy in bis toll ;

Hath fathomed deeper in this coean—L.ife,
Thea thon with all thy questivoing spd strife.

He songht ot ‘why." Heonly knows * what is’
Encugh to eatisfy. Earth is not rife

For bim with ﬁrohlmu-—' How and why of this,"
It is emongh for him Lo vwa his eimple blisa

The happy prattle of his baby child

Meets his resurn snd bege the ready knee ;
Hix gude-wife's kisa—her look so suft and mild

k the sweet weleome, * 1 am glad for thes,

And thankfol for the bour which setn thes free,’

The peacefal lmgnor of the vired frame,
The veiting sun—the closing day— the lea

! Whers winds the lowiog heid,’—all fiee from blame-
Hath life one mesning more in hunours, wealih, or fame?

‘Would T had been the vimple childlike sonl
That knows raoght of the deep curse of onrest ;
Thst lives sod loves, then passes to the gosl
Ordained of God and deems that lite is biessed—
For him such eapker gnawas not in the bresat—
" Thep would the joys nf peace and innocencs
Have sweetened iife and added sach their zeay
To trangnil days; have baniched from benes
This paintul prying thoughs and restlesapess intense.

Buch, my regrets | Bat he who wrecks his Past
I» not the master of his present hoor;
We ars what we have been, until at inat
AN bope of change Is lost, for lost the power—
The past ia like » garden whers some Hower
Hath bloomed avd Honrished with & wanton pride
The summer shroogb, then by and bye the sower
Will gather in the seeds, ere antumntide
Alas ! They are sell sown and scattered far and wide.

BALL PROGRAMMES, ETC.

UST weoeived, a beantiful assortmens of Ball Pro-
:mmu. also Cords and Penolle. Wedding. Invitation, Visiting
Conoeri and Monu Cards evecuicd on Ihs shortest natics,
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