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AN AMBUSCADE,

——

Our frontispiece, this wesk, depicts an incident in one of
England’s little wars, these wara that are often over and
done before we have & clear notion in what corner of the
Empire they are taking place, or tha dangers our fellow
Engliah are ing in far off landa. All yesders
of the RAPHIC, and more especially thoea who may have
shouldered & muaket in the old days of the Maori war, will
not look at the lonely sentry, standing unconscicus of the
foe, withont & fervent prayer that s chernb, kindred to
that which watches over poor Jack on the stormy sea, will
give warning to Tommy Atkins before it is too late.

THIEVISH AKIMALS.

RLRDS AND REASTS THAT STEAL FHROM EACH OTHER,

« HIEVERY In natore is widely extended.
Whole classes of aniiuals prey on other
classes for food ; whole families are parasitie,
and gradaally weaken and destroy those on
which they feed, wiites Alexander H. Japp
in Cassell's Magazine.

Huher relates an anecdote of some hive bees paying a visit
to & nest of humble bees, placed in a box not far from their
hive, in oider to ateal or beg the honey, which places in 5
strong light the goud temper of the iatter. This happened
in 8 time of scarcity. The hive bees, after pillagiog, had
taken almost eniire possessicn of the nest. Some bumbla
beed, who remained in spite of this disaster, went ount to
collect provisions, and bringing home the surplus after they
had supplied their own immediate necessities, the hive bees
follonea them, and did not quit them until they had ob-
tained the fruit of their labours.

They licked them, presented to them their proboscie, sur-
rounded them, and thus at last persuaded them b0 part with
the contents of their ‘ honey-bag.” The humble bLees did
them no barm, and never ooce showed their stings, so thas
it saeems to have been persuasion rather than force that pro-
duced thie singular instance of self-denial. This remark-
able maneuvie was practised for more than three weeks,
wlen the wasps, being attracted by the same caunse, the
humble bees eotirely foraook the peat. .

Birds, notwithstanding vheir astractiveness in plumage
and sweetoese in sovg, are many of them great thieves.
When nest-building they will eteal the feathers out of the
neate of other birds, and are often much inclined to drive off
othier birde from a feeding ground, even when there is abun-
dapee, This is especially true of one of oor greatest
favourites, the robin redbreast, who will peck and rup after
and drive away birds much larger than himeelf,

Very different as the robin and the sparrow are in othor
things, they resemble each other in this, On an early
spring morning, when & little touch of frost still made the
surlace of the earth hard, T have seen a blackbird ona lawn
at last after great effurta extract & worm, abd this was the
sipnal for & crowd of sparrows, who, by dint of numbers,
mansged to drive away the blackbivd and curry off the
worm, to feed their own young ones, no doubt,

But the etealing of nest-building material, or of worms,
is not nearly so suvprieing as the atealing of nests them-
selves. In a sense, of course, the eackoo steals the nse of
the nest of another bird, when she deposita in it her own
egge, and steals or procures under false pretences the ser-
vices of a fester-mother for am intruder; but that ia not
what we now mean. It is B more common thing for the
sparrows, when there is & prospect of & mild antumm, to
save themselves time and troable in the buildinz of a nest
for a late brood, and to drive other birds from the nest they
bave built and still inhabit. Sometimes even the swallow
is a nufferer in this way.

- A verysiriking scene of war and theft was brought under
our own observation two years age. We were aitting in an
arbor in a country garden, when onr eye was caught by a

gatbering of birds Alying abont the branclhies of a lofty syca.
more tree which almost swept over the top of tha chimney
of u disused back kitchen. In that chimney we knew that
swallows had built. The novise of Huttering aboat the
branch told of unwonted excitement and caosed us to watch

closely.
At length, as it were, on a
given signal, the eparrows

At once the cat bounded toward her, Iawned round her
and then, followed by the dog, ran aboot the lawp. lint m
sbange came. Some kittens wers hrought to the hause,
and the terrier gut very much attached to them, and they
to her.  The tumceat became neglected and soun appearsit
to leel it. By-and-bye, W the surprise of everyone, the 10m

made an assanlt on the awal-
lows in their neats ; two of the
lockless birds were thrown
right down the chimney, where,
on epeedily going in, I fomnd
them canght, tovk them in my
hand, to hear that peculiar
kiud of thick hiseing eound
which they make when fright-
ened. After observing them a
little I let them off, when they
disappeared out of view and did
oot return.  The wests were
utilized by the sparrows, who snc-
cesafully reared a third brood in
the chimoey where the awallows
had been,

Readers of Frank Backland’a
most delightful books will re-
member that nothing pleased him
wore than to observe the different
and delightful ways in which his
pets would thieve. He would
someflmes even tempt them to
steal just to sea how clever the
conkd be in deing it. He tells
one deliciona story about his
favonrite Jemmy, the smicate,
and another about a pet rat which
he had, and which not uofre-
quently terrified his visitors ab
Lrezkfast.

He had made a house for the
pet rat just by the side of the
mantelpiece, and this was ap-
proached by a kind of ladder, up
which the rat had to climb when
he had ventured down to the
tloor. Some kinds of fish the rat
partiealarly liked, and waa sore
to come out if the savonr was
strong. One day Mr Bnckland
turned bis back 1o give the rat a
chance of seizing the coveted
moieel, which he was not long in
doing, and in 1uoning up the
ladder with it; but he had hixed
it by the middle of the back, and
the door of the entrance was too
parrow to admit of its being
drawn in thus.

But Mr Rat was equal to
the emerpency. In a moment
he bethonght himeelf, laid

the fish on the small platform

Lefora the door, and then, entering hiz house, he put out his
mouth, took (he‘ fish by the wose, and thus pulled it in and
made a meal of it.  Never after this did be attempt to drag
In such & morsel carried long ways, though Mr Buckland
otten tried him.

One of the most remerkable instances of carrying on a
career of theft came ander our own observation. ~ A friend
in northeast Easex had a very fiue Aberdeenshire tertier, &
feruale, and a very affectionate relationship sprang up
between this dog and a tomeat.

The eat followed the dog with the ntmoat fondness.purring
and ranning ageinat it, end would come and eall at the
door for the dog to come out. Attention was first drawn to
the pait by this eircumstance,

One evening we were visiting our friend and heard the 7

cat abnat the door calling, and someone said to our friend
that the cat was neisy, * He wants little Dell,’ said he—
that being the dog's name ; we looked incredulons. = Well,
you shatl sae,’ said he, and, vpening the door, he let it out.

THE FLOOU IN QUEEN ST‘BEET, ARISBANE.

THE GUNBOAT *PALUMA’ IN THE BOTANICAL GARDEXS, BRISEANE.

somehow managed to get and to establish in the hedge of
the gaiden two kittens—lHery, ppicting livtle things—and
carried on no end of depredativns on their accounnt.
Chickens went ; the fur and remaine of little rabbits, fur
which he perseveriogly huat-d, were often found round the
Feadt. and pieces of mest disappeared from kitchen and
arder.

Oar friend conld not find it in hie heart to shoot the tom,
and this went on fur kome time, when snddenly the cat dis-
appeared—had been shot in a wood pear by s gamekeeper
when bunting te provide for these wild litile thiogs, wbich
were sllowed to live in tbe hedge, ns tuey kept down ihe
micein the garden ; but lirst one was shot snd then anviber,
folluwing their foster parent’s taste for buntibg aud kiiling
rabbits and game in the wood.

This was a case of auimal thieviog for a loftier purpose
than generally obtains—mere demand fer fued and uiber
necessiLy.

HE UNDERSTOOD.

¢ Miss GRACIE,” be said with an eogaging smile, ' did you
ever try your hand at one of these progressive couun-
droms ¥

¢ What is a progressive conundrum, Mr SpocoamoreY in-
guired the youoy lady.

* Haven't yon heard of them? Here is one: Whyis a
ball of yarn like the letter **t 1" Hecause a ball of yarn is
circular, & circular is 8 sheet, a sheek is flat, 5 Hat is £10 &
month, £10 2 month is dear, & deer is awilt, & swifi is &
ewallow, a swallow is a taste, & taste js ap ioclination, mo
ioclination is an apgle, an angle is a point, & puint is an
object nimed ab, an cbject aimed at ia & target, & target is
s wark, & merk is an impression, an impression is & alamp,
a atamp in & thing stuck on, & thiog stack on s & young
man in love, and & youag man in love is like the letier 1"
because it stands before ** u,” Miss Gracie."

* [ don’t think you have the snewer quite right,' anid the
young lady. * A ball of yarn is round, & round ia & steak, s
atake is & wooden thing, & wouden thing is a young man in
love, and & young man in love is like the letter * L' becauns,
Mr Spospaniore '—and she spuke distinctly—* because he ia
often eroesed.”

The yonog man understood. He took hia hat and his
Frogre\sive cooundmms aud vapiehed frors Miss Uiracie Gar-
inghouse’s alphiabet fur ever.

Bror DRINKING. —If you want to guit the lignor or npium
habis ; if yoo waot to gquit emoking, take Ko 1 B T. Bouilh'n
Gulden ltemedy. It abeolutely destroys the creviog and
atl derirs for stimulants and nareotica.  lead the stariling
::;ndtimr.;ninll of cures in New Zealaud. At all ehumiull-.—

vh

Do yon want a better nppetite? D)o yoo want 10 eat
well, sleep well, and be well?! Then take No. 2 I8 T,
Booth's Livlden Kemwedy., This grest tenic is for the brain,
nerves, and blood, {l. ecuren dyspepeia, neursliia, and
weakened energy. It gives tene to_ths whole ayeiem, and
is the best tovic on this earth. At all chemists, — (MdvE) &



