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WAIFS AND STRAYS.

— ————

‘THE overcarious ave not ovarwise

The busy have bo time for tearw

The villain's cennrare is axtorted praise.

Many & man has made & goose of bimself with a singla
quill,

God never keeps a williog man waiting long for an oppor-
topity.

Temptations are a fla which rub off mach of the rast of
aur self-confidence.

Some men tire themselvea almoat to death looking for an
eany place.

It in easrier to forgive enemies we have worsted than
enemiea who have worated uoa.

No niean man has a right to wish he had never been born.
Let other peaple do that for him.

Of four things every man has more than he knows—of
sins, of debta, of years, and of foea.

He ia happy whose circamstances anit his temper ; but h®
is more excellent who ean aoit hia temper %o any circam-
stances.

There ia no more universal characteristie of haman
nature (aays Ruseell Lowell} than the instinet of men to
apologise to themselves for themselves, and to juslify per-
sonal failings by generalising them inte aniversal laws.

BOUND TO HAVE BOME FUN.
A malden who wore a blue toque
Enjoyed any kind nfllg’oqua;
She was tickled cnoug
And exclaimed, * That's tho atough.”
And other like rentiments spogua,

NoveEL Mopg oF Harciuse Eces. — ' Dacks,’ as the
poulterers vceasivnally say, ara *cheap to-day '—indeed,
they nre cheap every day —io the markets of Tamsui, in t,h_a
Taland of Formosa ; and one reason why they are cheap ia
that the country people have devised a remarkably simple
and inexpensive process of artifictal hatehing. A long, low
shed is built of wattlem and mud, with & thick thatched
roof. Along the inside walls are arranged roupgh tronghs,
filled with gruin and roasted paddy-husk, on which the egge
are placed as fast as they are Jaid. In summer no particu-
lar ‘precautions are taken; but in winter the eggs are
covered over with quilted coverlecs. The grain, which is
sprinkled over with a littla warm water, sets op fermenta-
tion, and that, with the help of the warm paddy-husk,
which is continwally being changed, hatchea the eggs in
about 30 daye. By this simple means tha Formasan
poultry-dealer is enabled to sell young ducklings a¢ abaut
1d escz.

STRANGE DWELLING-PLACES. - Birds occasionelly show
a peculiar taste in seeking a place for neat building, To a
book entitled * Glimpser of Animal Life’ we are told of a
water wagtail which built her nest in & noisy brass foundry,
aod of & wren which chose bher habitation in the body of a
dead bawk, nailed to a barn. The fullowing are ather
inatances of bird rearing. At Hesse Darmatady, about 30
years ago, & black redstart buailt her pest on the collision
spring of a railway carriage which had remained fur some
time out of use. Five egga were depurited, and the station-
master for a long time refrained from psiog the carriage,
At length, however, it could be no longer dispen<ed with,
and was attached to a tiain and eent away. Foor daysand
three nights elapsed before its return, and during all thia
time it was in motion. When it arrived at its own station,
however, the young birde bad not only been hatched, but
were in a lively condition. [t was evident that at least one
of the parent birde must have travelled with the nest and
provided food for their yonng.

Tuk Easiest DEATH. —Professor Helm, of Zurich, says
that the man who falle from a tremendous height has the
mnst enjoyable tie imagioable —till he stops, 1 be eould
fall for ever it would be belter than Paradise, He suffers
no pain, be is not frozen with terror, as ia commonly sup-

ed, yet be is perfectly aware of what is happening.
ine seemis to pars very slowly as he goes down, and ha
thinks of maoy subjects. There are pleasant suunds in his
eara—prohably caunsed by the whizzing of the air as he goes
by. e knowa perfectly well that there will presently be a
iremendons Lhug and a viclent pause, but he regards tha
rospect with absolute composure, and rvather looks at it
rom an outeide standpoint, as if it were sumeone elsa who
was going to come down with that thud, and he was going
to atand iy and see the fun. When the et.n|-[hnge does coma
he knows nothiog about it. 1t is & beautiful death—to dia
by roshing down from a great height. The patient seems
t0 be & comet or & mateor Hying athwart the blue eky, aud
then he esinka into oblivion, as if ke had fallen into & sea of
chloroform and roses; and, if the fall ia long enough, he
never knows anything more, and nothing worries him sgain
to all eternity.

A CHI\NEEE EXECUTION. —A cnrrespondent writes under
date Nanking, December 3, 1892: * Yesterday [_wss re-
turoiog to my home from the city wheu I =aw an iinmensa
crowi of people, and preeently I saw the chair of the magia-
trate and his retinne harrying away, after a gun had been
fired. It was an execotion. The criminal waa led slong
the street with chaina on bhis lege, and his hands tied be-
hind his back, and escorted by eoldiers. When he arrived
at & spot where two large streets cross he kpelt down, a
man Egld his quene, and the execationer with one blow
severed his hen:i from the body on the signal of & gun being
tired. The headsman was dressed in red. Iminediately
the head fell the great ¢rowd of people clapped 1heir hands,
not in loud appiause, however, hut in their soperstition to
drive away the sha shi(the deathly intluences, orthe spirits
of death). Then the magistrate and his retinue hurried
away, almost on the run, to the temple of the cily god,
Chan-hwabg, to burn incense, so letling the gud know Lhat
jnatice had been doce, and to prevent evil intluences.
L’mm the city god's temiple they then went to the Magia-
trale's Yamin aod the officials at in the Hail of Justice,
with Lthe whole yamin assemibled when all eried out * Ha!
Ho 1* to drive away any remainiog evil spiritn, lest death or
calamity should come oo any of them. Az 1 croesed the
stree L saw the greas pool of blowd, and 8 erowd turrounded
the head and body, The criminal was a mau who had tom-
mitted adultery snd murdered the husband of his guilty

parauour,

ART AND ARTISTS ™
— T ——

ROBABLY no composer is & greatsr favonrite with

I the majority of Jovers of light music than Bir
Arthur Sgllivan, whose masterpiece, * The Goundo-

liers,’ is to be played through New Zealand by the Juve-
niles, whose neason has comnenced with snch signal soe-
cene in Auckland. Sir Arthur's health has long given his

friends grave anxiaty, and now thongh out of danger, and
even hard at wurk, he i far from robost. Ia onr pictors
he lookn aa strong a subject as a Life Inenrance officer conld
desire, bat Sir Arthur haa not been taken sioca his last ill-

BIR ARTHUR SULLIVAN.

ness, and onr engraving is taken from a photograph taken
in his prime. It was an unfurtunate misunderstandiog
which cansed the celebrated pair te break a partnerahip
which delighted the world. It scarcely seams natural to
hear of an upera by Snllivan with the libveito by any other
man than Gilbert, and we sigh when we think of Gilbert'a
exquisite wit being wedded zv other music than that of
Sullivan. The pnair have, we were told eome time back,
* made it up,” but as yet thers are no signs of an opera fiom
their hands. Iun the words of a once much-sung comie song
we would say—- let it be soon.*

THE juveniles now tonring New Zesland are really ex-
ceedingly clever. They act with infinitely more verve and
abandon than their elders, and never attempt liberlies with
the public as some favourites of burlezque and comie npera
are apt to do on occasions. If it be true that to laugh is to
grow [at, then verily the inhabitanta of the eapitals who
patronise the Liliputians in * Aladdin * will wax exeeedingly
obese.

IN the course of & recent lecture to the Playgoers’ Club on
*The rama and the Ewmotions,” Mr J. T. Grein made n re-
markable statement and expressed an intereetiog opinion
respecting the miarriages of actors with actressen, The
statement was that in Epglana there was an exceplional
number of early and uchappy marriages in the theatrical
profession, and the opininn that this was cansed by young
actors and actresses having for nights in succession to play
love scenes together. Some well- known actors and actresses
baving been asked their opinion, we give thab of the Savo
favourite, Miss Jessie Bond, who thinke the gircumsatauee al-
luded to by Mr Grein tells rather against than in favour of the
theory he propounded. ‘It is pot wilhin my knowledge,'
she says, ‘that more unhappy marriages occar in the ranks
of the theatrical than in any other profession, or thay meet-
ing oo the stageistoa g extent P ibla for mar-
riage in baste and repentance at leisure than meeting oles-
where.

* T AM rather dispossd to think that actors and actresses
see s0 much of each other's failings that, coupled with a
knowledge of the precarious nature of all theattical incomes,
they, as a rule, exercise greater cantion than the majority
of people.” [o qualification of this, however, Mias Bund
thinke it necessary to add ; * [ am thinkiog only of the pro-
fessional actor and actress to whom the stage is 8 business,
and not of those who adoph it A3 an amueenient, or & means
of temporary freadons from parental reatraint.’

IN this view of the matter the hervine of comic opera is
supported by the hero of the melodrarua, Mr Warneris of
apivion that *in moat cases of love-makiog on thestage it is
looked upon am purely a matter of buosiness, Doubtless
there are exceptional cases, but the marriage of actors
and nctresses Are mostly happy. I take Mr and
Mia Kendal, playing lovers, and having & long life of
wmanird bappiness, Mr and M Edwaid Compton, Mr
and Mrs Pateman, Mr and Mrs Macklin, Mr Thorne
and his much lamented wifs, Mr and Mrs K. Terry,
Mr and Mern Edward Teny. I don't know whether the
Jaat-named nir&:lsyed lavers on the stage in eatly life, buk
they have played them for many years off the stage. And
I eould mention many similar cares of married bappiness on
vhe viage.’

SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.

MANUFACTURED GRINDSTONEL

SCIENCE comes to the {ront in the manufactore of grind-
stunes. ‘T'he best now made ure composed of & mixinre of
pulverized guartz, powdered Hint, powdered emery and
rubber. They cutwear by many years any natural stone.

THE COLOUR OF CARROTS.

Where does the red coloor coms from? The roota of the
wild carrot wre, s0 far a9 we know (mays the Gardeners’
Chronitle) not red, and we bave lately examined several
roots of the maritime varety, Dancus maritéma, and they
are not red.  Srill there is a tendeney in the plant to pro-
duce a red eolour, as occasionally the central flower of the
umbel iz of a deep purple colour, whils all mround are
wbitish. Why? Is'I'he carrob haa been known from the
earliest times, and its origin from either of the two foima
above mentioned is only 8 matter of assomption. There
are other species from which it might have descended.

AN EXTRAOEDINAKRY GAUGE,

An extraordinary electric railway, so far as the gange in
concerned, is prujeeled between Brighton and Roclingdean.
A Bill for powern to eonstrucet is to be introduced inte Par-
linment next session.  This railway, which will be nearly
four milea in length, will commence até Paston Place,
Brighton, and proceed along the beach And fureshore * be-
tween high and low water mark at a distanee of about 100
yards from the cliff’ to Rottingdean. From the termina-
tion of the railway a jetty is proposed tn be constructed for
a distanca of 200 feck into the sea. The railway will be
construcked on the extraordinary * gaoge’ of 24 feat. .
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ME EDISON'S NEWEST PHONOGRAPH.

Mr Edizon states that he expects soon to so perfect bia
phunograph that it will be able to deal with mgunds in-
audible by the bursn ear, QOunce captared by hia improved
phonograph, these sounds will be retorned to the histener
intensified to 8 degree 10 make them easily aundivde. Jb is
interesting to know that Piofessor Bell's laieat device of
importance, the * waterphone,” for lovating leaks in water-
pipes, wan suggested to him by cbserviog s plambers ap
prentice endeavouring 1o lind a leak by means of a small
steel tod which be held in his mouth and touched against
the pipe.

TYPES OF FINGERS,

Herr Otto Moretus, in & recent article on * The Art of
Reading Character in the Hand,” that is, to dircover the
chiel characteristics of a person by ibe shaps and
general appearance of the hand, says that there are three
Lypes of fingers, and that thess are of the highest importancs
in character- ing, b , in conj ! with the
palm, they give the key to the whole cbaracter of an in-
dividual, = These types ha describes as: * Fay fingers,
broader at the ends than at the knuckles ; angular, kuotty
fingers, with the extremities of the same breadih as the
knuckles, and conical lingers, with tapering tipa, The firss
of these types shows thue the individual is more inclined to
the useful and practical than to the ideal; bhas a strong
sense for the material, for physicel strength, fur induestrial
octupation, for the practice of the seientifie, and, generally,
& decided aversion so philosophy, poetry and meinphysicn.
Kuotty fingers signily s preference for philosophy, the
sciences, and logic  Men with wsuch hngers, like the
exact, the positive 1n science nnd life; they wre inventive,
and happy in turning their kaowledge to account ; there-
fore they have business talent, but seldom know any higher
of more poetical flight.  Men with conijcal, tapering tingem,
are artistically gifted, and easily carried away ; tney sivive
]fg:;r a.oeinl independence, and incline to the ideal iu art and
ife. :

A COURTING AND FIGHTING CRAB,

report, as sargeon naturalist of the Marine Survey
of India, Dr. A. Aleotk records some interesting obacrvs.
tions on the lictle estuarive crab (elasimns. The moss ob-
vioua stroctural peculiarity of Gelzsinug is the encrmons
development of one of the chelm or jaws in the male ohly,
the chele in the female being nnonte. In the colder
monthe, at any rate, the males far outnnmber the femalen,
In a faliy aduit male the lengih of the large chele is two
and a half times the grentest length, and vne apd & half
times the greatest breadth of the whols budy, and 40 per
cent, of the entire weight of the animal, and ‘is coloured a
beautiful cherry-red iading 10 a rose pink, the rest of the
animal being of a dingy jrreenish brown zolour. Dr, Alcock
has been able to observe shat, whatever other funetions the
ETeat cheliy may serve, it also, in the species under con-
sideration, i# (1) a club wused in wha contests of
rival mmnles, and (2) & sigoal to charm aond allure
the fewsles. This lask function ia particalarly ap.
parent.  As one walks across the mud oms hKiet becomes
aware of the presence of these erabs by noticing tbat the
surface of the mud is everywhere alive with tw inkling ob-
ects of & brillinnt pearly-pink eclour.  Carefully waiched,
these prove to be the enormous chelir of a erowd of malen
of Galasimus waving in the air, each little erab standing ag
the mouth of its burrow and ceaseleasly brandishing its big
claw. On closer observation, among every wen or sav males
& soall clawlens female can be meen feeding in apparent oo-
concern, 1f the female should nppruach the burrow of s
mile, the latter displays the greates: excitement, raising it-
self on ita bindmost lega, daneing and stamping and fran
ally waviog ita beautifolly culoured big claw. From pro-
longed watching, Dr. Alcock feels convinced thar she
waving of the claw Ly the male is nsignal of entreaty tothe
teniale, and he thioks no one can donbt that the claw of the
male has become conepicuous and besutiful in order te at-
tract and charm the lemale. Tha second fenction =s »
fighting weapon, becomes appmient when in the genaral
touroament una of the rival wnales approsches too elose to
snother. The great claw is then used as a club, the littls
crestures making savage back-handed sweeps at ench other,




