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them, and 829 waa the proportion of telegrams wont to every
100 letters.

Fo the ontsider the interlar of the operating-room s one
great and eontusing mystery. Like the mail-room, it is
larga and well lighted, and here one is almost oppressed by
the conatancy of the labourer. On each aide down the
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room are maseive tables of polished cedar, each with its
little instroment of shining Lrass and little glass shade,
the brass work glittenng lika barnished gold. “The
chatter and clatter of the metal econgka wra be-
wildering, and to & hervona man {not a timid indivi-
dnal, & map with nervee, that is to say) would doubt-
less ba maddening. Boys, or rather young men, with
sheaves of telegrams freah from the counter in the receiving
office, hurry backward and forward delivering work and
taking up messages received. The elicking zound yon
hear is & message being delivered, the dull deademed
tapping one being sent, and on each side there are
aconple of dozen, more or less, instrumenta either eend-
ing or receiving menssages in this way. How tha operators
distinguish the sounda in a wonder to the outsiders. 1t
will take & cadet three montha to pick up the work in any
aort of fashion, and it neually tnkes from threetofive years for
& wan to become an expert operator. Some get on quicker,
some never really get smart, bat five years is about the time.
Each table, be it onderstood, controla a ditferent wire.
Herewillbs a gentlemin whodoesnathing but send messages
to Auckland. Hea will sead 60 to 70 messages—average
commetcial messagea—in an hour, and of conrse the man at
the other end must receive them at Lhe same speed. As
may be imagined, the atrain must be fairly severa, yet
83 & Tule the operators are healthy and cheerful locking
men, who bear their troubles, if they nre such, very tightly.

The Jlatest addition {o the poetal arrengements of the
calonies was, of course, the Telephone Exchange, which hasy
assumed giantesque proportions of late years, and which

will doubtless continue to grow with amazing rapidity now
that the Postmmster-General bas redaced the subseription,
The impatient wubscriber who fomes and oceasionally
swears over & delay of eay a dozen seconds in answering his
bell should make & point of being taken over tha telephons
¢xchange. Ha will come away a hombler and A wiser man,
with a considerable respect'for the telephone girl which he
did not posseas Lefore. IF the noise in confusing in the
telegraph room with the chatteriog elatter of the metal
tongue, it is & thoosand times woree, confusion worse con-
founded, in the telephone burean, whers the tongues mre
women’s. There are about a dozen of them at work, each
in front of the fremes as shown in the pictare. A glapce at
one of thers frames may give some idea of the manper in
which the exchange is worked. The firet thing to strike the
eye in a number of little shotters—fifiy to each avnunciator
if we are not mistaken—saome of which Ay opea every srcond
or 8o diaclosing & number, say 16. This shown that No. 16
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wanis to talk to semeone, and pressing a key the telephone
girl rings his bell and asks him what number he wants.
He states ; and if it bappene to be one of the other ninety-
nine of her Jdivision, ehe can make the connection at nnee.
It in & good many chances to one, however, that the sub-
scriber wants & npmber in another division, and the opera-
tor then counects him with the awitchboard in front of her,
callipg ont to the girl in charge of the division contsining
ihe nomber her client requires and the division, with gene-
ally the name of the firm added to make matters eaejer.
There is an impression nmongst many people that the girla
atop occasionally to laugh and chatter amongst themselves,
while the unfortnnate subscribers are fretting themselves
into & fever at the delay. A very brief visit vo the exchange
would dispel apy such delusion. The girls have not, during
busy business hours, time to wink or brush sway &
fly, let alona talk, even if thera wers not a stern
and implacable presiding genius to check any frive-
lity, and placarda intimating how atrict must be at-

INTERIOR OF TELEI'HONE.EXCHANUE.

tention to business. Huappily there are no bells in th

telephone exchange elts are we sure no niortal could atand
& day of it and keep rane. Tbere is & littls whiniog sonnd
uod that is all save for the sverlasting cries of ' No. 16— L,
Nn. 126 —K, ring op, what number? ring off, eogaged,”
which are fired off in guickest snecezsion by twenty voices
at once. How ihe pnimble fingered operatnrs keep their
heads isa perpetnal mystery to an outsider, and cne hus only
to have seen the hurry and scurry of the telephone ex.
change to be extremely tolerant of such trifling mistakes
and delays as will occasiopally occur in the best regulated
bureanx,

Our poriraite for this week include Mr €, C. Robertsop,
who joined tbe stafl sa a cades operator to the Telegraph
office in Dunedin, in 1867. He is at present clficer 1n charge
of the Wellington Telegraph Oftice and sopervisor of the
Telephone Exchange.

A reproduction from a photo of Mr W. C. Smythoe is alsa
given. He joined an electrician on Derember 2d1h, 1884, &
position he still holds. Mr Smythe was formerly nesirtant
instruetor at the Sehool of Military Epgineeriog, Chatham,
and is electrician to Mesurs L. Ciark, Muirhead and Co

BIBLE MISPRINTS.

SOME QUEKR LLUNDERS MADE BY TYPE SETTEHS.

IN no work thak has been printed sioce 1he invention of the
art :m.s there been ro many misprints perpetrated an in the
1ible.

Pope Sextus V. caused an edition of the * Vulgate’ to
be published in Home in 1500, every proof of which he had
ecarefully correcied himeelf, and at the end of the volume ha
affixed a bull by which he excommunicated any one who
should attempt to make an alieration in the text. Thia
book enused a great deal of amazement—Ior the Bible waa
found to be full of mistakes—and the Pope, in consequence,
waa obliged to snppress the edition. A copy of it is m great
rarity, and, of course, fetches a high price. Brunet, in hia
Manuel «u Librarie, eays that & very large paper cop§ was
diapored of at the asle of Cadmus de Limaie tor 1,210 francs.
The Engish Bible containe some very remarkable misprints.
In the edition of 1634, av the twelfth FPsalm, *The
fool hath said in s heart there is God,' iostead
of “there is no God. Tiis edition was suppressed by
order of the King. In another Lundon edition (quarto
1653} we read : * ln order that all the wnild shall perceive
the means of arriving At worldly riches,” instesd of ¢ godly
riches.” KEven the edition of Field, who was printer to
the iniversity of Cambridge in the peventeenth centlury. is
full of misprints. It is said he received a present of £1,500
frem: the Independents to print “ ye'for “* we’in the sixth
verse of the third chapter of Acts, in order to make iy ap-
})ear that the right of choosing their pastors emanated

rom the people and not from the Apostles: * Wherefore,
brethren, look ye ont among yon seven men of honest re-
port, full of Hely Ghost and of wisdem whom ye [we] may
appoint over this butiness.” In the same Llible, 1n Uorin-
thiane {1. vi, 9), we find, * Know ye not that the nn-
righteous ehall [not] inherit the Kingdom of Ged.” At the
Clarendon Press, in 1617, & Bible was printed which waa
known as the ‘ Vinegar Eible,” on account of the title of the
twentieth ehapter of 5t. Luke, in which the * Parable of the
Vineyard ' ie printed the ' Parable of the Visegar.' To
show how dangerous it is to meeert infailibility while cor-
recting the press, it may be mentioned that in the * Curiosi-
ties Bibliographiques,” published st Paria in 1847, and from
which I have denved several of these misprints, the word
“vinegar ' is printed * vineyard.’

The omission of the negative has ceenrred more than once
in printing the seventh commandment. This happened in
the edition published in the reign of Charlea 1., and fur it
the printetn were summoned before the High Censmission
and bined £3,000. The same omission was observed in the
thirty fonrtl edition of the Bible, printed at Halle, which
wee conliscated, and is now a great biblical raricy. Al
scriptural wisprints are not, as we have seen in the case of
Field, the 1esnlt of aceident. There is another on 1ecord
which betrays a deep and, 1 may add, a most nefarions de-
sign. 1t waa the design of the printer’s widuw in Gevmany
to npset the whole eystem of domestic economy. A pew
edition of the Bille was beibg printed in ber house, and
ooe night, when all the woikmen were abeent, she arose
from her comfortless bed (& German bed is never any-
thing else but comiurtless) and proceeded to the printing-
room, there to tamper with the ty pe and falsily a text thak
had caused ber much trouble. Her defunct better half (1}
had, without doubs, given her fieguent cause to protest in
her heart mgainst that sentence of woman’s rubjection
which ie pronounced upon Eve in the Lhird cbapier of
Genenie, To rercue her sex from ita false position she re-
aclved toaltertheralative ritnationsofthe pariies, and, taking
out the lirst two latters of Lhe word "herr,’ cunningly replaced
them by *‘mpa.’ Dy this meane the decreeran: * Aod he
shall be thy (nrrr) fuol,” instead of he shall be thy (herr) lord,”
Thia substitution, though submitted to in domostic life—na,
periaps, was the ease—was not suffered to pass by those
who were in suthmity without punishment, and the widow
wan burned far heresy. Some ropies ol thiz edition sre sail
to have been recieted, aLd ATe possibly to be found in the
private librazies of n few a.rong-minded women,

A TRIFLE HANDIGAFPED.
Bnowy : " Robineon, wiltl yon take something '
Rubinson : * Thanks, oo; I'm jnat going te dinoer.’
Hrown : * Well, take an appevzer ¥
Hobinsom : * No; L've only got & shilling in my poeket,

and my appetite, By it is, is ratber more than that apwnat
will eover.”

His PasTING SuoT.--1e: * Hut eonldn’t you lenrn to
Tove me, lia? Bhe: '] dun't think Iesuld, Licorge.’ He
{reaching for his hat): 'l is as | feaicd ! Yoo are too old
to learn.’




