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r—l -\HERE are certain anbjects for wit, certain well worn,
crosted jokes of which the professional bomourist
seema never to tire. They are conceived and
broaght torth in picture, jokeles, and funny par with such
regularity and soch unnsatural frequency that one can
scarcoly wonder that nowadays most are still born, and fail
to rdise & smile amongst even the most essily tickled.
Certainly one of the greatest favourites is the one which
represents the Civil Service clerk as & man of abundant
leisnre, whoee most serions work is the study of
& sporting paper or the latest betting reports.
Save for the fact that it wonld he & most inhuman
and unkindly action to rob the unfortnpate joke manu-
facturer of any of the tools of his trade, we shoald like
to take him over almost any of the branches of almost
any of our civil service offices, but more especially would we
love to take auch a one round the mail room of a big post
oftice, say Wellington or Auckland, ona big mail day. The
joke anent the civil service clerk and his elegant and inter-
mioable leisare would die & sudden death never to be resur-
rected. We do not know where yon conld fiod n #cene of
brisker work, we had almost said more feveriah work,
bat this woold give & wrong impressian, for thongh
averything is being done at a speed that makes one’s
head and eyes ache to watch, there seams an absolata ab-
sence of anything appreaching flarry, Tha clerks, with
quick-glancing eyes and nimble fingers, might be se many
automata for mught they seem to feel. They work with
the exactitude and at the paca of somes marvellouely-made
piece of mechanism, only withoot the slightest ncise, save
only the constant thump of the clerks who pound letters
with lightning-like rapidity with the heavy date and post-
mark atamps. Come, let us examine the mail-room together.
The room is large and well lighted. At a medium sized and
etrongly - conatructed table stand the clerks or stampers
previously referred to stamping letters. They keep up
& continuel thump thump with their stamps, new heapa
of lettera being supplied them as soon a® ever they show
signs of getting through what they have. These letters are
brought from the boxes or bage * faced '—that is to eay with
the names and addresses all right showing. It weuld be
interesting to know how many latters these quick stampers
¢an go through in an bour, 120 to 130 a minnte, we wera told.
At that rate it would certminly run inte four figures, and
substantial ones at that. Newepapers, books, pareels, ete.,
are treated the same way. Such is the first process,
Letters are then temoved to the tables seen running down
thecentreof theroom. Itwill be seenthesa tables are divided
into four compartments on each side, and each compartment
hans three ledges. It ia not entirely easy to eaplain, in
black aund white, the process of sorting, but it ia the
eimplest imaginable in execution. As has been said;
the table is divided into four compartiments each side, and
each of thesn compariments is a distriet. On the top ledga

of each are placed the letters for distribntion in the boxee,
On the second are placed in rongh sssortmont those for
delivery by letter earriers, while on the third or lowest shelf
mey be seen those destined for different country places and
districts, This primary sortiog is performed with the utmost

this doss not represent the actoal work, inasmuch a» many
of the Jetters and other articlea had to be deslt with as
often as three and four times,

Tha lotters for delivery in town wmre snbsequently
re-sortad at tables of precisely similar construction by the
earriera ' Walk forther down ths room and you shall find
two arenas of mail bags, for that seems the only manner in
which they may be described. Thers ia & table in the cantre,
and huong all round in circlee and tierws are the mail
bags, their wids aod seamingly voracioos mouthe held agaps
for papors by strong hooks. By the side of tha table stands
the officer-in-charge sorting newspapern A great pils

of papers is plared for him on the table, and with
swiftly - Hying hands, he with artfol koack pitchps
papers here and there ay & eonjorer throws cards
amongst his andience in the dress - sirels, stalls, and
gallary.

Each paper falls true into the bag for which
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dispatch, tbhe apeed at which the officers work being almost
incredible. With a view to proving what was already
known and for our edification a test was made the other
morning, with the resolt that some of the best sorters
averaged 70 letters per minute. Ooly really experienced
sorters can do so well. As to what might be eonsidered
maximaon day's work in the circalating branch at Welling-
ton, the following is about the best :—234 bags of maile re-
ceived, opened, and disposed of, 164 bags closed and dis-
patebed, auod over 100 bags of forward mails checked in and

it is destined, that bag bearing, of conrag, the name of some
country place or another. Thesa bags are not touched till
the mail in on the point of elnaing, then the letter maila are
pot in and the bag sealed op, except, of conme, where the
rize of the mail necessitates & separate bag for the letters
and papers.

In the Wellington district where k0 many of the mails are
train mails, much of the primary sorting ie done by the mail
agents on the traio, and this leesens the office work very

out of the office, a total of 598 bage hasdled during one
particalar dsy. This, in April last year, was, of conrse, &
very long day. Tha namber of lettera and other articles
dealt with were 69,010, or within a fraction of 70,000 ; but
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iderably. The letters and « papers , from Home
are nade op iz one large wail for the eolong — ay
lenst that is all the Home Government contract to do,
and any extra sorting haa to be duly paid for. Such sorting
takes place by the Brindisi and Suez mails, which are
divided into four for Wellington, Auckland, Canterbury,
and Otego, each of thewse places including the surrounding
districte. The 'Frisco mail ia, however, made up for the
colony aa & whole, and is sorted ,into districts by the mail
agent on the speeinlly fitted up mail room on the 'Frisco
mail boats, this officer being, of course, in Lbe service of the
colonial, not the Iinperial Post Office.

Thongh the improvement in the Brindisi service has been
8o marked of lawe and brought so much of the news which
formerly came by 'Fiiaco, the increase of work—of letters
eent and received—has besn so great that, nobwithstanding
all the intermediate mails, the Ban Francisco service brings
larger mails than ever. The postal servics of New Zealand
is vne of which she may well be prond, and one which re-
duces to & mipimom the sbvicus disadvantages onder which
& conutry must Jabvur whose principal towns are situated
&8 ours are.

TELEGRAPH OFFICE.

Alniost more interesting is it to go into the telegraph de-
psrtment. In 1871 thers were 344 miles of line in the
Wellington district, and in 1891 there were 576, In 1871
the number of telegrams sent waas 114,083, but in 1891 it
was 441,115 The revenne was £7,531 in 1871 and £13,546
in 1891, this of course not including tbe amount for Govern-
nient messager, which wonld for 1891 have brought op the
revenue to £22,659. A curious point is that the Proporticn
of telegrams sent to 100 letters was 15-26 in 1871, nnd in
1891 was 10 B3.

Ap we are on figures it may not be altogether unintereat-
ing toiugnire into the atatisiics for the whole colony. There
ware in 1891, 5,339 miles of linew and 13,235 Jines of wire.
The number of sations open wae 573, and the number of
telegramn forwarded was 1,968264. The i1evenve was
£117,633 wivhout Goveroment messsges, aud £142,478 with



