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Topics of the queli.

SOCIETY'S SAYINGS AND DOINGS

=

HE curious and unseasonsble weather lately ex-
perienced throughout the colony bas elicited
numergur growls from every city and town. It

is uselesa to publish them all, Doubtless some people
trel better when ihey have let off sheir indignant
feelings in & letter to the KEditor, but as I have not
charge of the weather department, and cannat, therefore,
redress their woes anent rainy picnics, damp garden- parties,
windy boating exenrsions, cold and wet evening enter-
tainments, earthquakes, gales, and other pleasant almoe-
pheric distorbaoces, I most let these complaints severely
ulone.

H18 ExcELLENCY the Governor is expected in Aunckland
on Thursday. Lord Glasgow will be warmly weleomed
again in the Nocthern city.

LorD HorETOUN, Governor of Victoria, called at Napier
and Taupo on his way to Wairekei. He intends to remain
for & few days at tbe hot laken, thence he will go to Auck-
laod wotil Macch 18th, when His Excellency with Lady
Hopetoun, Lord Northesk, Mr Ralston, etc, will proceed

A GUOD many entertainments in sid of ths Queensiand
Relief Fund have been given very successfully in Christ-
church. An organ recital at the Cathedral was well at-
tended, and the goodly sum of £32 was realized. Mr
Tendall played some lovely selections in his usual masterly
manner, and the choir gave very effactively Mendelasohn's
*Hear My Prayer’and '1 Waited on the Lord,” and lass,
but decidedly the moat enjoyable item on the programme,
Dr. Bridge's setying of Tennyson's * Crossing the Bar,’
which is & most beactiful compoeition. The sxpression of
the mosic was very well brought out by the ¢hoir, who had
evidently made a carefnl study of the piece.

Dr LEVINGE, of the Aeylum, Bunnyside, Chriatchareh,
gave & large picnic last Wednesday afterncon. The gueats
were conveyed to Lyttelton by special train and taken over
the harbour to Diamood Park, a pratty little spet oppoeite
to Lyttelton. The westher was not all that conld be desired
by any means, as towards evening cold ehowers of rain fell
and aboot 9 o'clock a bheavy thunderstorm broke over Can-
terbury- This condition of things rather spoilt the pleasare
of the picnickera as far as outdoor enjoyment was concerned,

to Sydoey by the Warrimoo. Lord Hop praop to
go on another tour ot exploration throngh the interior of
Aaostralia. |

Tuk Countess of Kintore and her daunghters were very
setive during their shork stay in Aackland. They vieited
every industry possible in the time, being specially in-
terested in the kaari gum trade. They left for Bydoney on
Saturday.

Wi are informed that a paragraph in our issue of the 25th
instant, referring to the canvassing for subecriptions for pub-
lic objects, has been taken to refer specially to Mr Joho
Abbott, and has given great pain to that gentleman and
bie family. And also that certain refereuces might
bear & meaning which was not intended to be placed vpon
them, and whieh is not strictly in aeccordance with
facts. Our sole intention was to deprecate unduly pressing,
by personsl canvass, for aubseriptions towards the Queens-
1and fund, and to arge that the committee should trust in the
main to the voluntary generosity of the people. Im view,
however, of the beneficent provision that has beaa mada for
the most sadlyafllicted of humanity, maicly through the per-
sonal exertiona and zeal of Mr Abbott, we should be sorry if
our remarks on the (Jueensland Fund should be construed
as depreciating the great work which be accoomplished for
the blind in New Zealand.

Mus STREET, * Birtley,’ Parnell, gave a most delightful
garden party on Friday, to meet the members of the Uni-
versity Senate, Sir James Hector and many others being
present. Their residence is beautifully situated, overlook-
ing Judge's Bay. The gronnds comprise uearly the whole
of the land surronnding the bay, which was shown to ad.
vantage that afterncon as the tide was comingin. The
little wooded walks with shelled paths round the top of the
cliffs were entrancing. The fern trees avd native shrubs of
every deacription overshadowed the paths, bot hera and

there the brees were cut awsy, giving a lovely peep of the

sea, dotted with numerous vessels. Rustic seats were
placed at these spots, 20 that the views could be enjoyed at
one's ease,

MRS STREET received her guesta on the verandsh, whence
they dispersed in varions directions; some to wander
through the grounds, enjoying the glaricns summer weather,
while Lhe more energetic joined in gamen of croquet on the
extensive and well- kept lawn. A good band was a pleasant
adjunct to the ufternoou's enjoyment, and excellent and
varied refreshments were provided.

Tug annual picnie of the Aockland Yacht Clob at the
Lake Beach was & great success. Very pretiy indeed was
the sight presented by the flotilla of yachts, as, headed by
the Matangi (the Commeoedors’s veseal), they gracefully
moved down the harbour, When the rendezvous was
gained, various aqoatic sporta were indulged in; a duck
hant, water tournament, and several races being greatly
epjoyed. The ladies wera not much to the fore in their
pair-oar race, but the two who did row acquitted thenselves
very well. (dwing to the late start and other causes, the
party, colookera, and yachtamen, did not return to town
natil very late, after having spent & most amusing time.

Lut d was indnlged im in the large boarding house
close at hand, and iu spite of the elaments being 80 nopropi-
ticus everyone declared it was a most succossfal affair.  Mr
Freeman had the catering for the party in his hands, whick
fact epeake for itaelf as to the excellence of everything pro-
vided. The rain kept away a good many people, but among
thosa who veninred were Mr and Mra Westeora, Mr and
Mrs Camphell, Dr. and Miss Nedwill, Mr and M Otter-
aon, Col. Lean and his daughters, the Misses Campbell,
Baawick, Helmeore, Ford, and the Messrs Reeves, Robinson,
Beswick, Harman, Mathias, Hall, ete.

CuP WEEK in Dunedin was unusoally fine, aud in conse-
goence a large number of ladies put in an appearsnce at
the races each dsy, making, 84 a gallant admirer of the fair
sex remarked, even the Forbury Course look perfectly en-
chanting. The preaent style or atyles of dress admit of
plenty of colour—a privilege which was availed of to the
full, as very few costumea were of one hue thromghont, or
even of twoshades of one colour, very striking contrasis
being the leading modes.

‘THE slaaves were, almost withont exception, worn very
tull and of & very bright hue, while the hair wae in many
jnstances dreased low, with hats worn flat and bonnets
trimmed in front. Some of the costomes looked like old
pictures—oddly quaint, while others were mere caricatures.
At sll eventa the Dunedin ladies showed themselves in the
van of fashion’s over-driven train. A preity, piquante face
can stand the new hideons costnmes, but from an ordinary
or even plain woman thos got up, deliver me

THERE have been no less than four danees in Dunedin
during the week, so that there was no lack of amuosement.
The first was given by Mra Henry Mckeazie the night
before the Cup at the * Chillet.” The arrangements wera
perfect, and sll the guests delighted. There was some ex-
citement caused during the evening by a portiop of the
baah in tha near proximity of the house catching fire, bot
fortnnately no barm was done. Another delightfal ball
was given on Wednesday eveoing by Mra McNeil at her
residence, Woodhead. There were fully one handred and
twenty present, the men being much in the majority. Tha
decorations, anpper, ete., were all excellent, and the ball
was a moet charming affair.

THE race ball par excellence during the Dupedin cup
week took place in the Choral Hall. It was & moab suc-
cesaful dance, and everyone seomed to enjoy themsslv .
1t "goes without saying that some lovely frocka were
worn, and that the ladies looked particolarly nice. Down
Bonth they know how,to dresa well, and can afford it too.
The masic, supper, and foor were all that could be desired.
The hall was prettily d ted, and the arrang L wern
excellent.

AN open-air concert was to have been held at Mrs Rich-
mand's pretty residence, * The Cliffs,’ Nelson, bat owing to
the showery state of the westher was postponed. For the
sake of the Catbhedral Food it is hoped & large nomber of
ahillinga will be taken when it comes off.

Mges LenueEr, of Noelson, entertained a number of
children a; the * Waltons,” when shey all seemed to
thoroughly eujoy themselves, sapecially as they wers in-
dolged in & pull down the harbonr, & treat which it may
sorpriss many to hear Nelaon children saldom have.

" TaE Picton ladies are eultivating a spirit of independence
and business-like precision which is worth recordiog. At s
ladies’ mooting held lnst week n chairman—I bag pardon, &
chairwoman—was appointed, under whoss direction the
meeting elected & committee and hon. sec., who settled all
the one hundred and one arrangements for bolding =
monster conversszions to welcome the Rev. A. H. Bedge-
;ick and Mrs Badgewick back to Picton in less than an
oar. .- -

THE Picton ladies are voted facile princeps in the mit of
arranging snd managing social functions of all sorts. The
econversazions given by the residente of Picton to Mr and
Mrs Sedgewick on Thursdsy is generally conceded to be the
beat-mapaged aTair ever held in Marlborongh. Arch-
deacon Grace, of Blenbeim, who was n risitor, exprersed
himself both astonished mnd delighted atall the arrange-
menta, and also at the happy at-home-like expression on
everybods s face. -

THE Public Hall was arranged like a huge drawing-room,
into which farniture from all parts of the town bad fonnd
its way—couches, easy chairs, and amall tables ad Iib.
laden with frait, lollies, and flowars. ~Hoge vases of
flowers stood on the stage, whera the tables were literally
laden with eakes and goud things Carpeta and rugs
covered the Aoor, aud flags from the * Prinee of Wales,'
nikan palms, and booghs of conicaster laden with scarleb
berries covered the walls. Evarybody had joined so heartily
in doing what they coald, and there was something in the
hall from almost every honse in Picton, as well as from
Koromiko snd Para

Mg AND MRS SEDOEWICE are much “gratified and
charmed at the ovation astorded them, sad Mr Sedgewick,
in thanking those present, said *it was worth going away
for, if only to come back to mest with sach A warm and
hearty welecome."

ONLY three short speeches were allowed. Mr Waddy, on
behalf of the resid 1 d the ;| back in &
speech bobbling over with original wit and humour. Mr
Alsworth, Presbyterian Minister, also said n few words of
welcome on behalf of himself and chnrch work, and Mr
Bedgwick replied. There wers alag some songs and mnsieal
selections by Mrs Baillie {Para}, Misn Greensill, Miss
Marion Speed, Miss and Mr C. White, Mr Howard, Mrs
Atkinson, Mr Gudgeon, Misa Linkon, Mr Christopher, Misa
Faleoner, Miss Philpotts, and Miss Howard., FPleasant
goasipy conversation filled op the intervals.
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Ma J. B. GarD of Rougemont, P'icton, has collected £27,
amongst the townefolka, towarda the Brisbane relief fund.

BOATING partiea are a1l the fashiop just new in Napier,
and on moonlight nights this is a delightfnl pastime, Very
jew veniore opon the outer harbonr, moat of the boating
excursions being in the inner harbour. The return by
moonlight is.very enjoyable.

A VERY pleasant afternoon was lately spent on the banks
of the Ngaraora River. A party of people rowed down the
river to a pleasant apot, where they landed and practised
sbooting with an air-gon, Miss Logan spd Miss Milly
Rhodes tied, so had to draw, when Miss Rhodes won. The
prizo was & very elegant little gold broceh, and was pre-
sented by Mr Warren.  Lady Whitmors and Mrs Dixon

.were of the party.

A rAR from easy task would it ba to decide what is the
moat atizactive feature in the pantomime * Alpddin,’ as
played by Tom Pollard’s jnveniles, now playing in Anck.
land, and soon to sppesr in Wellington and the other
Bouthern capitals. As ong who haas seen & good many
pantomimes, good, bad, and indifferent, I may perbaps say
with some little aunthority that this ens most thoroughly

. deserves the laudations which have been ao freely bestowed

npon it by the daily presa.” The scenery is far and away
nhead of anything of the sort which has previously comae
this way. and the scting is admirable indeed, the
children playiog with a self-abandon, and manifess en-
joyment of the work perfectly delighifnl. All the
fun, moreover, is pure, and innocent of those doubie
éniendres which o frequently characterise like entertain-
menta jn the Uld Country. After a long and sigually muc-
cessful season in Anckland, * Alsddin ' will be withdrawn
on Thorsday to make way for the ' Gondoliers® on Friday,
which is sure to command bumper honses. This will be
followed by the * Mikado,” and since moat of us bhave grate-
ful remnembrance of Alf Stevens as Ko Ko {sn inimitable
masterpiece), that will also prove & anre draw.

OwING to s rurh of news, part of the Donedin Yetter, in-
cludiog & capital accouns or dreases mt the races on the
wecond day and at the race ball, together with interestin
letters from Picton and BRlepheim, are uoavoidably hals
over kill next week.



