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WAIFS AND STRAYS.

—_—
T1k laxy man sims at nothing and gensrally hita it

No man can ealtivate an optimistic mind on & pessimistic
stamach.

The maost deadly sin ia the one we believe it will be safe
to commit.

The mare anynne speaka of himsell, the less be likea to
hear another talked of.

- The mitten of  girl han knocked out mors men than the
prize fighter's glove ever Jdid,

The mora one endeavonrs to soond the depths of hia
ignorance the deeper the chasm appeara.

‘The world has a million rooats for & man, hat only one
nest.

The ahort man has this advantage over the tall man: No
right minded yonng lady will draw the long bean when she
can porsibly avoid it,

Humnn beings cling to their delicious tyrannies, and to
their exquisite nonsense, like a drunkard to his bottle, and
go on till death stares them in the face.

Not only stody that those with whom yon live should
habitually respeet you, but cultivate snch manners as will
recure the respect of peraoms with whnom yon occasionally
converse, Keep np the habis of being reapected, and do not
attempt to be ninre aniuring and agreeable than 1s consiatent
with the preservation of reapect

What ia grief? If it be excited by the tear of some con-
tingency, instead of grieving, & man should exert his ener-
gies aad prevent its cecurrence. If, an the contrary, it be
cansed by an event, that which has been vecasinned by any-
thiog human, by the co operntion ef human circumstances,
ean he, and invariably 13, removed hy the same means.
Urief ia the agony of an inatant; the indulgence of grief
the blunder of a life.

MuapER (¥ Turssr. —Thibet is the most prolific conntry
for murderers on the face of the earth, If you dislike &
man you just go and eut him to pleces, There is acarcely a
man in this sanguinary land whe has not sliced somebody
ap. The fine ioflicted for committing a marder is the
forfeiture of a certain quantity of tea, which explains to no
little extent the free use of the knife,

SUcCESSFUL NoveL WRITERS, — Ancording to  the
Awthor, there pre a1 this preseat moment fifty writers at
least who, by their literary labonre, and especially by their
novels, are commanding great popularity, and an income
which, even in the profession of the law, would be called
eonsiderable. In six years, however, it is eslimated that
700 novel writers, who have once published, have nobt heen
encouaged to proceed further. Takiog a backward glance
over the last eighteen years, there are about 2 600 writers
who have failed or have not succeeded mnch in fiction, to
eighty who bave succeeded well, and to pechaps 120 who
have aucceeded tolerably.

Mr Henry Russell, the veteran mm]poser and singer, was
interviewed the other day. Mr Hunsell is now eighty years
of age, sod still io vigorous health, yet it is Gfty years
since he was the most ruccessful single-handed entertainer
of his day. KEverybody even now kuowa his songs.  Most
of us have attempted in our time to join in ' Cheer, Boys,
Cheer,” and other of bis songs which were favoarites in the
days of the youth of the oldest among us. Kkar the copy-
right of that supg he received £3. That was the song sung
by the Guards when they started for the Crimean, and ia
to day played by the fifes and drums on the departare of a
regiizent.  He nsked the publisher one day how the son
was selling. * We have now nineteen presses going,’ sai
he, ‘we can't keep pace with the orders,’ The publishers
afterwards weno Mr Russell a £10 note.

Tuk Braagst Bany FARM IN THE WonuD.—The big-
west baby farm ia the world is said to be the Moscow Fonnd-
ling Asylum, n Hossiau Imperial institution, foomied by
Catherine 11., and kept up to-day by a tax on playing carda,
It coste £100,000 a year and receives 14,000 babien, and it
has & branch at $t. Petersburg which makes provision an-
nually for BOGO more.  Since its foundation, this institation
has sent out into the enmpire more tham 2,000,000 infanta.
The Moscow asylum lies within a srone's throw of the
Kremlin, and is one of the beet and most carefully arranged
establishmeata of its kind in existence. According to an
article in the Faglishman, of Calcutta, about 50 infants are
received on an average daily and all sre taken, no questions
being asked. They are sometimes left on the ateps of the
inatitution, but more generally brought by the mother or
aume friend, Each child has a number, and on being regis-
tered the mother or her friend receives a eonrresponding
card, & round tag of bone with the number being tied round
the neck of the child. If the parent wancts te take back
ber baby, she can do so ab &ny tima up to the age of 10
yeare, on producing the card. The foundlings are only kept
a few weeks in the ahove establishmeats, nurses taking
charge of them afterwards in their own homes, but being
conticually upder {ioveroment inspection. In Earopean
It{asein slone, 4,000,000 infaute are born every year, which
yives ap increase om the death rell of 1,600 000, so that
well-regulated homes for helpless infants prevent unspeak-
able misery and crinie,

MEDICINE AS A CONVERTEIL.— An eminent lady miesinn-
ary in Bmimah recently gave an instructive but somew hat
atartliog chapter of her experience. In one of her tours
she canse upon s village where cholera wan raging. Having
with her aquantity of & famous paiokiller, she went from
honse to house mdininistering the remedy to the invalids,
and left & number of bottles 1o ba ueed after ehs had gope,
Ketnrning tn the village some months after, the missionary
wan et by the head inan of the community, who eheered
her and delighted her by this intelligence :—* Teacher, we
have come over to your side ; Lthe medicine did os sa much
gruxh Lthat we have accepted your tiod.' Uverioyed at this
newn, she was conducted te the boumse of her informant,
whao, ureninu & roomi, showed her Lhe painkiller bottles
rolemnly arranged in & row upon the shelf, and before them
the whole company imtnedistely prostrated tbemselves in
worship.

FOOKS AND Boo;ifj,};v_

IKE Lord Beaconafield Mr Justin McCarthy has given
sonsiderable attention to iiteratura and authomhip ;
but unlike the famons Tory statesman his literary

productions will be read and renew his fame long after hin
political life and actions are clean forgotten. The anthor
of Coningaby will in future generations be remsmbered as
the man who obtained for England the control of the Suez
Canal, the emartest, most brilliant, and perbaps loast
scrapuions politican of his vime ; bat Mr MeCarthy's lender-
ahbip of the laction of the Irish party will be all but forgotten
when the ¢ History of Our Own Times' has become the
moat valuable text book of a past century. * England
under (iladstone’ and the short history are both too well.
known and have been too widely read to need praise in thia
colomn. Like all histories they shuw the views of the

MR JUSTIN MC'CARTIIY, M I

author's politics 4o some degree, but they are certainly far
less prejudiced than Macanley or Froude. In light litera-
ture Me MeCarthy has also roade a name for himeelf, * Dear
Lady Disdain’ being one of Lhe moat delightful novels ever
written,

Mgs FREXCH SHELDON has evolved & big and somewhat
pretentious book out of her experiences as ¢ Bébé Bwanpa'
—lady master—of a caravan in East Africa. The interest,
Lowever, Jies less in the positive experiences than in the
fact that they befel & woman; and io this age o the in-
version of the sexen this is an interest of scarcely sufficient
strength or novelly to support so large a book. Mrs Shel-
don deserves, and will doubtless receive from nll who read
ber book, mll admiration for her indomitable pluck, her
concentration of purpose, and her iremarkable powers of
organisation and leadership, but—she bhas not written a good
book.

Tuk frank revelation of some of the lncideots of the
journey leaves rather m nesty taste in the mouth. The
story on page 306 of the mutilation, earried out by the
author's own hande, of the corpse of the Masai woman for
the purpose of obipining the ornaments from her legs and
arme is particularly ghoalish. But Mre Sheldon is not a
lady of squesmish tastes, She discusses queaticns of
morality with frequent and complete outepokenness. She
penetrated the arcana of the harem of the Sultan of
Zanzibar, and the ladies of the establishment moved in
procession befure her, and each presented her with a
Jewelled 1ing.

THERE i8 a certin interest, other than statistical, in the
fact that at the close of the procession Mrs Sheldon’s
jewellery was sugmented by one hundred end forty-cwe
ringa ! Moreover, she visited and revisited the wild moon
dances of the utterly nude El Moran or warriors of Tavets,
a caremony from which the women of the tribe were ex-
cluded. er nex, o fact, though frequently s protectiua,
was never & deterreot. The most interesting part of her
experiences to the author herself was her acjourn in Taveta
aad ber circumnsvigation of Chale, the erater lake on the
porth-easterno side of Kilimanjaro, over three thousand feet
above the sea level. She ciaims to have been the first
human being who ever disturbed the sutface of this eeria
lake, and the event evidently made o deep impression on
her miud, and is, in a degree, tranemitted to the reader.

TiE book is curionsly ill-written. The illustrations are
ouly less profuse than upsstlisfactory. Almost all are1e-
pruductioos of photographs, aud whecher the fanlt liey with
the uriginal sun pictures or with the process, certain ik is
that the resnlt is never good, and io many icatancea is
auperlatively bad,

SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.
[

DRESSEY may ba rendersd incombnstible b

dippiog them
in & solution of tungatate of soda, one ponn

in two gallons

of water. The most delicate eolour will not be aifected by
it

SALT AND LEPFROSY.

The excessive consumption of malt, notably in the shapa
of sals fiah as a general article of diet, ia stated to be con-
ducive to the praduction of leprosy, and at the Pau Con.
greaa some evidence in support of the statement was given.
In the Antilles, for instance, tha blacks have salt fish—eod
from Newfoundland—as & daily article of diet, and leprosy

.is more prevalent amonget them than amongst the whites
LN

and half-breed

TIE LABGEST NEWSPAPER,

The largest newspaper sver printed was published in New
York, July 4th, 1839, and bore the extraordinary title of
The Iliumirated Queetriple Jonstellation. It contained
nortraite of President Buchanan, Heury Ward Beecher and
Elizabeth B. Browning. It was only issued onee, and con-
sidering that the 23,000 copies printed contained enough
paper to turn out 6,000,000 eopies of an ordinary sized id
newspaper, this may be fairly considered to have been guize
enough, for some time.

BUILDINGS OF SAWDUST.

Extensive experiments have been made is Germany with
sawdust that had been treated with acid. The action of
the acid is to convert the fine particles of wood into a
material that can be moulded into blocks or other farm,
having an extremely hard anrface, and being practically
non combustible. The material is said to be stronger than
timber and moch lighter than either iron or ateel, while in
point of cheapness 1t is superior to either wood or metals.
Arrangements are being made to manufacture the material
on an extensive scale.

A NEW MINERAL.

A new mineral, not unlike ashestos in its properties, hay
been discovered in immense deposits in the United States of
Columbias. It is stated to be *the eolour of amber, per-
fectly transparent, and incombustible. Experiments mude
at Bogota indicate that it will be of great value for the
manufacture of bank-note paper, for fireproot and water-
proof reofing tiles, und for suits for fireman. A white var-
nish can also be extracted from it, says our inltormant.
The substance bas been named * Cucaramanguina,’ and it is
expected to prove of greater importance than nsbestos.’

EDIPLE CHRYSANTHEMUMS,

1t appears that the Japanese do tot raise chrysanthemuma
as orpamental plants, but cultivate them as edible ones,
It is the flowers that are employed by amateurs, 'Lhose are
eaten as B salad after beinp steeped in water mnd then
boiled. In Japan the flowers of the chrysanthemums con.
stitute a truly popular dish, and durine the months of
November and December bunches of them, washed and
carefnlly displayed, may be seen in tha stores of all the
dealers in vegetables. Almoat all the varieties are edible,
strictly speaking, but those to which preference is usually
given are the ones with small deep yellow flower heads, and
which are not so pretty as the varieties cunltivated for or.
nament. The Japanese also ent lily bulba,

HANDY RULE TO FIKD SIDEREAL TIME,

, The aumber of Sidereal days in a year is necessarily one
in excess of the number of Solar days. Sidereal time at
nuon on any given date is expressed by the same proportion
of & day that the interval between the date and the previous
veroal equinox bears to a year, This relation between the
fraction of & day and m year is easily ascertained, as theic
aubdivisiona bear a very simple relation to each other, there
being 12 months in & year, and 24 houra in s day ; there are
also 60 minutes in an hour, and {abeut) 30 days in & month,
Thus Sidereal time can be ascertained approximately
by & sbort mental calculation according to the follow-
ing role:——Subtract 3 months end 22 days from the
date (increased by 12 months if needful). Call ench menth
of difference 2 hours and each day 4 minntes. Example:
Ta find Sidereal time when it is noon on Augnet 30th.
August 30th is 8 moaths and 30 days, subtractiag 3 montha
22 days leaves 5 moaths 8 duys, allow 2 honrs for each of
the 5 menths and 4 minutes for each of the 8 daya =10 hnors
82 min. To God Hidereal time at noon on February 15th =
2 wonths 15 days, add 12 months=14 months 15 days - 3
mounths 22 daye =10 months 23 days 21 honrs 32 minotes
Sidereal tine.

THE SENSE OF TOUCH IN BATS.

Bats have an extremely keen sense of touch, probebly
{says & contemporary ecientific journal), the moat delicate
of goy cresture, aod they are guided in their Hight chietly
by this sense. Tliey have been biinded for the sake of ex-
periment, and thea let lcose in a room where an intricate
network of string had been arranged. This petwork, hows
ever, was not touched ouce by the bata duiing their fight.
In other experiments it has been noticed that they wisel
gave a wider berth to such things as a man’s huod or a cat's
paw, than to harmlees pieces of furpiture. They can
siso My along noderground, and ip quite dark passages,
avoidiog the sides, even whenm a turn or twist comaes,
Their wings and other membraoecus expanaions are pecu
linrly seceitive to touch, but tbey are comparatively small
in the fruit-esting bats, for iL is the insect eating bata
which have to be on the alert in order not to starve, and
which need this pxcessive keenness of the senss of tonch.
Hight in nseless in the gloom, aod it appears to be by the
mionte chaoges of pressure in the atmcaphera that they ra-
cogoive the spproach of their prey.



