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OME little tima ago there appeared in the colpmoa of
nlnadonpl-par.lharmulnpolnulhﬁ.uumh
entided ‘ The Boelsl D de T

Wherelfors, It Is only Iuir o wrpwe that by far the gresber
part of theas prossuts are made slmply in sonformity with
nwﬂ-nﬂnhbu.mdmthynnnm“hg
than an ordinary and formal expression of good-will, sad
no other valwe In the eyes of their resipleats than
thalr erigine]l sost snd thelr future nMlity. Thers sam
be wo sentlwent attached to & tion of that kind,
and we peed hardly ba surprised thet an invliatlon w0 o
woddiog is looked apon by & good many peopls, nod rich
in this world's goods, as & positive eslumity. They koow
that their fallow.guosts will giva wedding-presents, and
they have mot the courage o attend empty-handed, or
svon to acoommodabs thair own gilts to the measure of thelr
affaction or the scantiness of sheir mesns, To do them
jostics, It mast be confessed that it is not plessant fo be in-
vited to an lmpecﬂondth-e tributes, arranged forpnblh

hwhlehlmodntpnpmﬂwnmndc!ortharﬂhldagwd
many people who find the demands made wpon their
Sortunss by our socdal costome sotewhat oppressive. The
wriber ded that we shonld look spon all anch de-
1oands in the same light na we do the other mirfortnnes of
lis—lcasea by fire or by aceidens, for inst and insnre

view snd neatly tickeled with the of thelr
donors, and to know Mthdrmmehﬂﬂnlym-
npmtedorhpﬂnhlly pl by the

the p b which 1t i W‘Iusnpeeulhrlydh-

_sgreeable enstem It s oimndlngall these presents with
the names of the givers attached to them, aa If 15 were a pary
of the wedding ceremony, and —what is still worse—of pub-
Jahing a full and enmplete list of them afterwards in hali-n.
dmmw-p-puu! For whoneshkehre provided these eclumns

oursalves against them after the same fashicn, We aroall
liable to certain sadden and unexpested eslls upon cur
generority. Bobacriptions for the relief of anﬁeufrl by some
groat catantrophe ; for raising testimonials inted
windows, pletares—ia !hawmhofmmadhﬁngnhhadfdend 1
for the maintenance of families left destitate by the death of
some distant seq naintance ; forthecarryingon of good works;
for the formation of ericket elube; for sechools, hospitale,
charitios, and & thousand other objeata, all of them, no
doubs, extremely desarving of our money, but none the less
irlkmome in their lmportonity. Thess demands, we must
confess, are easily and not infrequently aveided by the
eomfortable excuss that money has already been given to
some similar object, or by the mare simple expedient still,
of ignoring the appeal, for, in spite of printed lists, sher
littls or no odiow attached to the man whoss name ks not
to ba fonnd In the catalogus of banevolence. Other claims,
however, there are upon our purees which, although they
do not make themselven petoally heard, wo dare not ignore,
and from which we eannot excuse curselven. How can
any man find & d 1] in the of wedding-
prossntat or who fs there brave emough to yefuss com-
pliance with the social regulation which expects him to
hooonr the marrisge of friends with & gift* Without exag-
gerasion, we woald piace the rate of demnod wpon wn
average person &t 1o less than five wedding presents in the
sourse of m year. Add this to the many other joyiul oo
gasiona which he Is expeeted to hottour 1n & Mmilar

d to an inventory of the newly-married conple's goods?
The barbarie display of theas gifts thermssiven is sufficiently
oub of place in our Western elvilisation ; batnot even the most
remote Easé would be guilty of that other vulger cetenta-
tion. 'What bs the meaning of the custom? ¢ Enow all men
by these presents what a highly-considered soupla we are,
and how well prorided with wealthy frienda? It cannod
vory well mean uuyzhing olee; and yoi that can hardly ba
said o be & procl whish refl mach eredis on the
part of thaes who 'l-mlt. And if she giving of presents
ts & heavy tax, the receipt nf them inputuoﬂ.enn
nuisance. ¢ What I cried an unfortonate A .

tha peor man devodes half & wesk's incoma in the purshass
of & pair of silver sandiesticks, the milliooaire will eom-
rlassatly praneat & bride—who may even be o 3ear relasive
—with the priocely giit of & slver thimbia

. o
L)

Bat weddi - 3 " 11d 1
6 which we aze lisble. The disagresabis qoession, * How
small & sum can § deseatly give ¥ Is oas which we are per-
petuslly making carsglves. There scems to be & rece of
Sasybodies who oooupy themssl ves solely in getting up sub-
soriptiona for the fnlf!ment of projects ia which we ary

pposed to ba d; bud which da ot at sl appeal to
sur chearfnl p y. The bead of the sehool
Uhhhmidmhuurddm‘unﬂru.m
siraightway coa of thess gentlomen starta Into setivisy, snd
fires off & serios of lathars to all bia old soboulfellows. * Dr.
Bo-and-8o, whom we all lovad and revered, ls about to re-
Huguish his duties, eto. It iv proposed to pressnt hiem with
some testimonial of the affection of his quondam pupils in
the form of a full-length portrait in olla Wil you kindly
inform me of the of the asaiat; whish wo may
expect from yom, I has been vemolved to limik the Ig.
dividoal sabecription to ten gainess’ Ten guinesa! Our
Arst thonght was to send ten shillinges—a sam which far ex:
oosds the love which we bore tha reverend doctor. Then,
afier more mature reflestion, oar resolusicn fails ua; we
dare mot) have tha ecarage of our opinions, and we are by ne
waany chootful givers of she cheqoe which Goally swells the
list of the doctors admirers, Why should wa have given
sayibing at allt Why shonld we weakly sesede to the ry-
qoest of & Iriend wha solicita sld on behalf of an tnstitation
for desayed Poneh-aud-Judy msat We may have no in.
torest in thess uofortunate gentiemen; we may oven re-
gard their oxhibition as sa extremely immoral one ; and
yeou we give, simply becanse that frisnd who importones na
on thelr bakall is ose who will not be denied. Nobody bat
& very rich man likes to ba considered illibaral, and ibis a
cowandly disinolinasion to incur that charge which prompts
our generceity i moas of these instances, Certainly it
would be u great comfort on thess occasions to be able to
refer the applicants to a * Boelal Demands Inenrance Com-
pany,’ and to inform them that ail our charity is done
throngh it agency,—for there wonld be no poed to give
them any further lnlorm-hiunnh.hnhermymly b
seription fo the sald lastitntlon was fifty pounds or fifty
shillinge. Unfortupately, the facetious suggestion of the
writer in the Times ts not capable of realisation ; though we
admit with sorrow that It Is just as Hiely to be realived as
a change in vur way of thonght. Soctety will still go on
hvylng blaskmail, and we shall still continue to pay it

wet of salt-sposos! That makes the tenth set of mali
spoons, aud ancther lother of thanks to write’ Iv is
difficult to be grateful far fonr move silver salt-spooms
when one slready possesses forty, or for electro-
plated mustard pot, when sufficient silver muatard pota
have beon Iavished upon one to furnish an hotel. The
wish t0 combine eccoomy with s gift which la &t obos
useful and showy, oatorally suggests the purchane of silver
mostard-pota, cream-jugs, salt-cellars, and suogar-besins,
and the pumber of thoss srticles which find their way inke
second-band silver whepe is something sorprising—indesd,
thare are manyof these shops whoes windowa are filled with
nothing clue, for thas b she ulsimate destinstion of & good
many wedding-preseuta, If snybody doubts i, bo has
culy to consult the advertlsement-aheat of the mewspaper,
mod be will Bnd several silversmiths who opeuly advertise

and 1s will ba seen that friendship i & Inxary upon which

the parchase or the bhange of wedding-gifts. Hers, for
enmplg, ia soother kind of advertisement, cut from the

woolsty has placed no light tax. II It were only our intlmat
friends who expected thewe gifta from us, we ahould noy
gromble; bus nowsdays, evem our Dew acqualntances
shink themselven eatitled %o the same econsideration; and
modern visiting-liste are long. The writer of the article to
which we have alinded, takes it for granted that oor chief
aim s to fulfil thie social duty as cheaply as poesible, nnd
wnggesta that, wheress it fa difficnlt for she individasl to
allow himeelf to appear stingy, vo ons would be sble to
resent the yolf & P " Wh s, be wonld
bave an [nsorance Company, to wbleh indiridlull should
subetribe ot the rate of so much & yeur, sad whick weald in
turn fulfil all thess nnd like obligations for them at the
eheapest pomible rate. The coneeit s not & particulnsly
hrillisnt ons, but thers I & good deal of truth uvaderlying
‘h' “m . o

The value of 'addinu presenta and similar gifts from m
sentimental poiut of view ean be fulrly socarately gavged
from the fsct that we do, aa & genersl role, really desire to
noqult curselves of the obligation to give them as cheaply ss
possible. That, for tbe moss part, is the lpirlt. in which we
make wedding p to our aoquaint: ; and the spirip
in which our acqusintances recelve them is in no degree Jess
matter-of-Inct,—wewonld pot like %0 any sordid, It stands
to reason that {8 must be so. An svernge list of wedding
pruunh oumbers 0o less than & handred of thess pledges of

Teit bletohellove thatany young married
ooaple, bowever rich in fricnds, possess s hundred friends
of whows Frieudship they would care to preserve & tmagible

to1 A hondred frlends, whose gitts wonld be e
oeptable, pot for thelr lotrinsio valoe, but as souvenirs of a
tender affection, and be treasured for the sake of the glver
wlone! The thing is incredible. Tn. parhlpl, OF evexn
twenty ; but & hondred is b d all b

first newspaper which we bave taken up at random:

meING -PRESENT (onnsed). —Bllrermounkxl GARVERB.
.mm.:gtllaﬁum "l{ most :logmt prunt
Soet £ n accept 258 ; approvel h'u—W’ Min., vio, ’
* Rieh gﬂu.'we know, * wax poor when givers prove wa-
kind.' How very unkind most the giver of this *most
elegant present’ hure proved, to hava bronght down the
valae frow four guinesa to twenty-five shillioga1 It i
more charitable to sauppose that dire oecosmity alone
compels the pratelnl reciplent of the *lovely case’ nnd
i osrvers o part with them for ready emsh. Ob-
sarve that the gift s uwoused —alas] of what use
B0 mestcarvers or game-carvers when there ia no jolot
to earve, much less & pheasaut? Far bstter would
it have boen io such & emse if the wedding-gueet had
made & preseat of the jour gulneas at once, Indeed, we are
joclined to think that sbe substitation of eheques for use-
leea a0 contly articles—a practice which seems to be grade-
ally growing in favour—had much betéer be universally
mdopted, not only for the sake of the bride aund bridegroom,
bot slso for that of thelr more distant acquaintavces, who
can hardly offer mouey, aud will, therefore, feel th
fres from any obligetlon to give ad sil. “As it is, the atél-
tode of the newly-married onoe lowards their presents fa
parely mercenary ohe—-they iook upon thewm, as Mr Wem-
miok did, s 'portnblo propert,.'nd ulu them monotd-
ingly s and the feeling of their aog is generally
one ol simple annoysuce nt haviog o diaburse money wpon
s oocasion which interesis them little or nothing. If cnly
peopls would have the moral courage t0 resist clalme of
this kind, the nuisanos would spesdily oease j bus there are
few people who are safficiantly courageous to brave publis
pinion aod the pomible reputation of stingloess It ba
earious 1o note that only very rich peopls can bring thom-

wpives to behave shabbily ob theve ocossions, atd that while

, however moch we may grumble at the inflietion;

AT THE RECATTA.

EvbERLY MAIDEN (ont rowing with & possible snitor and &
Jittie sister, who is Irightened by the waves): * Theodors!

it Alg B0 DeTYORS BOw, WhAt will be at T
f¥ila Siater (mookly) : " Thirty-sevem T ppose
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EMPIRE TEA CO.’S
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THEY ARE FRAGRANT
THEY ARE DELICIOUS
THEY ARE OF UNIFORM QUALITY
THEY EXGEL IR YALUE
YOU CAN ALWAYS DEPEND ON THEM.

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY.,
W. G. TURNBULL & CO.,,

. PROPRIETORS, WELLINGTON,



