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ields of Mr Stnbbing, & well known meciety ‘man and

SAYINGS AND DOINGS.

INCE their arrival in Wellington, Hia Exceilency the
Governor and Lady Glasgow bave been resting
qoietly, which must bs & weleome change from the

Un Christmas Day there

party at Government

continnoos public exertions
wan merely a fanily dioner

coloay. The rich, handeome, and varied costoes worn by
tha ladies leut an indescribable charmn to the whole scene.
A day spent st the Ellerslie Kaces ie, indeed, moat enjoy-
able, provided yon don’t go too heavily on the totelisator
or the wrong horsa. Races, like balls, cause after regreta,
heartaches, and headach

Huaose, bot they are sofficientiy numerops in th ves
to prevent any question of dulluess arising.  Besides, the
whola party is noted for ite geniality and cheerfol bright-

ness.
A suALL contingent of the Governmeot House parly
b | the Dampier Company at their opening perform-

aunce of * Robbery Under Arma.” The play went very well,
and the acting was excellent.

Siet CuaRLEs LILLY waa present at the Catholic sports
on Boxing Day, and was loudly cheered gand welcomed to
Wellingten. He replied thanking them aod saying vhat in
all probability he would linally settle down in New Zea-
land,

ALL the churches were beautifnlly decorated for Christ-
mas, but the congregationa were not large, in Wellicgion at
leaat, Mr Tallia Trimnpell was onable to eonduct as or;
ganiat at 5t Peter’s, owing to serious il]nm._ )

A sMALL picnic srranged by the Misses (Walker) ‘John-
ston, and Izard, Wellington, on Boxing Usay, was tomewhat
marred by the wind. The destination was Kandallah, and
the excarsion would bave been delighiful bur for the dis-
ngreeable weather. The party weot into the bush where
they were comparatively sheltered, though the trees moaned
and groaned continuonsly. Here they gathered ferns and
other forest trophies. Mrs Charles Izard acted as chaperone.
{1zhers of the picnickers were the Misses lzard, Johuston
{four), Cooper, Hiclimond, Williams, ete.

TuE ery of “no news’ is getting eomewhat ot & chestnnt.
Wellington echoes the Duonedin note, though it cannot
account for the quietness on Scotch grounds. Town ia very
dull, nearly everyone being in the country. The theatre,
occupied by the Holloway Dramatic Cowmpany, haz been
doing good bosiness, the house being packed every night
during the holidays. The Dampier Company with * Rub-
bery Under Arma " have also done very well, :

IN Auckland the holidays were busier and brighter than
they have been for years. The races were magniticently
patrenised on Boxing Day, and the Elleralie course looked
quite at ita best. The vickory of 5t. Hippo was, of course,
an immensely popular one in Auckland, not merely because
of the money won, but because Mr L. D. Nathan is su
popular & man and so excellent a sporteman. Few who
were they and saw the race will essily torgec it, and the
Nathan party must have felt proud indeed as cheer after
cheer went up, first at the splendid appearance of the
favourite in the preliminary canter, then at the magpificent
aod sabaordly emaily-achisved victory, and Anally at tha
magic words * All right'—loudest then and most deafening
It was & grand race won by the grand horse of a
worthy owner. It is now opined that 5t. Hippo will go for
the Melboaroe Cup, aud I certainly hope so. He will carry
plenty of goud wishes and & pot of New Zealand money if
he goes to the pust at Flemington.

of all.

THE immense concourne of people at the Ellerslis Races,
Auckland, on Boxiog and New Year's Day, could not fail
to inipreas riritors as to the vast hambers of wall-to-do in-
habitanta in this highly favoured and picturesque locality,
~n revowned for the beaoty of ita scenery. The lawn at
this time of the year luoke strikingly pretty, although
saniewhat robbed of ita verdant besuty by the dry weather.
Choice pot plants were massed sbout everywhers, and
flowers of avery tint, twined and growing artistically up the

witlen of the entire length of the spacious grand-staod, which -

is, by the way, quite equal, if not superivr, 1o any in the

MEs D, B. CRINICKSHANE '_(gnig Heall,’ Remuera (A ock-
land), gave a mast delightial tennis party for young people,
The drestes worn upon thia occasion were buth stylish and

efficient tenchet of musie [t appears that the nnfortonate
fellow wan subject to its of depression, and being woary of
tife, #mded it with prossic ncid. Mr Stabbing locked & very
much younger man #han his years, which wereon the wrong
side of forty. Most peopls wonld, at BErst sight, have eaid
he was only twenty-five, or at most thirty. He was a ples-
sant and plist i . played very agree-
ably, and was very popular smongsk the set with whom be
spent most of his time. His death ereated & profonnd sen-
sation, mingled with intense surprise, when it was known
that he had sought his own life. A letter to & friend, Jim,
read st the injuest, was not without pathos, and one ean
but feel profoundest pity for & man, who in the very prime
and vigonr of life, feels so weafy an to destroy himself.
B

Tnx Choral Hall, Anckland, was, of conrse, greatly over-
crowded on the public performance of the * Messiab " by the
Choral Society. The members deserve the thanks of the
community, at least those who turned up did. Maony were
tno lazy or too pleasantly oecupied to do so. .Thean deserve
a certain amount of censurg, for the least people can do
who take up a thing is to carry it out properly. The
aulvists snd the condnetor tho may justly complain of a

conwv

pretty, and the hostess, who was gowned in a hand
black silk, hod spared no trouble in her eifurts $0 promote
the enjoyment of her yonng guests. Sad to relate, Mr
Walter Stubbiog was one of thet, and no one who saw him
bright and smiling could have surmised for one moment
that, concealed by a society mask, lay hidden the severe
mental depression and agony of mind which enly two days
afterwards led him to take his own life. As a rule snicides
receive little sympathy, but there is not one of his many
friends who would not have done a great deal to save the
life he thought so lightly vaiued.

Few men have so worthily won the esteem and respect of

. their tellow townamen a8 M Edwin Hesketh, whose name

ie & by-word in Auckiand for probity, high-mindedness, and
hospitality. It ia tberefore not surprising that both he mod
Mra Heskath thonld bave been the recipients of well nigh
countless congratulations on the occasion of the celebra-
tion of their silver wedding. 1f Mr Hesketh iz one of the
best respected wen in Auckland, Mra Heskethis nndoubtedly
one of the mast popular and soccessful hostesses, and the

balls sad parties nt the beantiful house, * St John's Wood, ¥

are invariably amopgst the pleasaotest of the season. The
silver wedding was there celebrated on December 27th with
all due eclal, a host of people accepting the invitations and
turning up te wish the host and hostess atvther decade of
happy life together. The weather was nvt too kirdly, but
everyons enjoyed themselves hugely. Hunier's band was
atationed under the irees, and the music was guite delight-
fol

PovLo is inimensely populat in Auckland this sesson as a
rule, bat the holidays offered too many attmetions in uther
directions to admit of a large attendance at the Saturdey’s
play. Nevertheless, an excelleut game was enjoyed by
Doctors Sharman, Purchas, Forbes, Mes«rn Lockhart,
Wansborough, McKellar, Gilmore, Noble, Buddle, etc.
Amongst the few mpectators were Mra Walker (Ellerslie)
nod her daughter, the Misses Firth, Hesketh, Forbes, ate.

‘THE raio on the second holiday last week in Aunckland
damped & good msny pleasure-seekers. FPicnie parties
suftered most. VWhat would certainly have been a most
eharming expedition of this nature came to grief in conse-
quence of the drizzle all the afternoon. Mrs A. Kerr-Taylor
and a number of young pecple proposed & pienic to Waita-
kerei. They, however, only got aa far ms Baxter's, whore
the unfavourable condition of the atmosphere detained
them noder shelter of a large tree all the afternoon. They
were very merry, natwithstanding, ooe gentleman from
town displaying considerable histrionie ability in the way
of recitations and tales.

AMONGST the guests were the four Misses Scherff, Dr.
Atterbury, Mr A. E. Gilmore, Mrs Bilborongh, two Mess:s
Parsona, Mr McKellar, Miss Devore, Mr Collins, Miss
Sellers, two Meears Hazard mnd their sister, two Misses
Kempthorne and & brother, Mise  Dawson and thres
brothers, three or four Missea Kerr-Taylor, Mr Bassett, Mr
Uifford, and two other geotlemen whosa names have not

pired. The wore cotton gowna and water.
proofs with pretty summery bata, while mackintoshes and
light vwaedu or fluonels distinguished the men.

 MaUNTXEswNe:,' one of the Inrge boardiog houses in
Auckland, had & reinewhat gloomy Christmas, owlng to the

. went of all his extraordinary powers of memory.

want of respect to ik lves. LEach one on thesa ocea-
s10nD4 is apt to think oaly of themselves, and that their ab-
sence cannot moch matter. Thie is wrong. Individoally
they may not be much good, but thrse who slip op engage-
wents of this sort at the last moment are seldow peopls of
individoal value. Collectively their absence may, however,
make all the difference.

Tuk Otagoe team of cricketers wire net sapposed to have
had enough exercies at ericket in Andtland, sqa little more
was arranged for them by their fajr”friends in the shape of
a dance in the Masonie Hall, Princea street. The Misses
Wilkina are eredited with much of the gelting-up of the
affair, very ably assisted by many lady friends. The dance
was a snbscription oue, but very enjuyable for all that. A
descriptivn of e dresses is unavuidably held vver mntil
next week. .

Tk converaazione of teachers in the Choral Hall, Anck-
land, on December 2Bth, was a very soccesaful affuir, Mr
Dieflic giving sume very interesting exhibitions of thougkt-
reading, and Mr M. R. Keeaing displaying to the wonder-
Sume
three hundied nuanbered cards were distributed, and on re-
quest, by merely mentioping vhe number, he told all that
was written upon the card. As on some of gheea were
words in seven langnages and figures representing billions, '
the correct, replies he gave were londly applanded. In the
adjoining rooms wers displaydl microscopes and other in-
teresiing exhibita.  Sir tieorge Grey sent his regreis in a
very pleasant letter. Dr. Laishley filled the chrir to the
general satisfaction of all. '

Fog the fature, * Topics of the Week ’ willbe written in the
* Personal ' style and signed * The Flanear,” Those willing to
contribute paragraphs will address them to the editor.

To any lover of botany, the reckieas mannar in which
ferne of all kinds, branches of evargrepns, shrobs, and
Howeva, are bhandled doring the Christmas season, must
cause 8 thrill of sympathetic sgooy to shont through his
franwe. These plants are Lhings of beanty snd & joy—ior &
short hoor or two—thuas abusad, In this warm climate, ik is
simply ridienlons to deck onr chorehes with massesof lovely
flowers and tender ferna on Christmas Eve, leave them all
night withont water, and expect them not to preseot &
wilted and day-afterthe-ball appearance on'(}bliutmu
morning, [t seeins to me to be the height or depth of
ehildish folly to dot the wreaths of evergreens with flaral
tropbies. which, parted trom the parent stom, die in an
honr or two. !

Tuk whole system of coloninl d when Chrl ]
Day eomes in midssmmer is at fanlk Why cannot & few
oeat Line be procarad, wreRthed with iry, tastefnlly arranged
with choice Huwers—for the best wonld then be givan
gladly —and used for adorning cur chorehes, instesd of the
old-fashioned, evil smelling myurocarpa, fire, pines, ete.,
dying and dead ferns and flowers, which, 10 thoss who at-
tend divine sarvice on Chiistmas svening, present » deplor-
able spectacls, niingled with depressing odonrs of mis-used
and badly-treated gifte Dame Natore in lavish in her
floral and horticultural produstions o thess faroured isles,

but is that wny reason why we sbould so stupidly waste
them ? "

EXUEPT for the races and kindred publie fuoctions, very
litzle bas been gring on o the social world during the holi-
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days Society is resting, and for a week or twa Pore will
be few functions of & private character to chronigls. The
exodus has set in with tolerable severity in ali the prin-
cipal citien, most of the beat-known people having taken
eountry honses, and gone to rusticate aad recupearate after
the wear and tear of the spring and early summer—a very
tryinog part of the year. : !

ANONGST the most successfal dances of the paat yﬂ.l,
that ot Mm ¢tterson, ag ber residence, Avonbank, Fen-
dalton, moat certainly be reckoned. Mr and Mra Otterson
ar¢ well need to entertaiving, and when they andertaka
to give a large party, it ia & foregone conclasion that it will
be m auccess.  The dance on Boxing night amply justified
all favourable prognnatications. It was an unqualified sne-
ces.  The whole house was tastetally decomated with
beautifal flowers and folisye. The drawing-room, whers
Mes Otterson received her raeats, lonked lovely with masses
of pink Howers, the lighta all ahaded with various barmoni-
ouely-blended colours, The verandah was enclused, and
nade s moat acceptable retiring place, falt of cool nooks, for
the heated dancers.

THE diniog room was bracaforined into a tairy bower for
the ballroom, and Fleming'sband supplied the mnsic. Just off
the ballroon & moat welecome refreshment safon bad been
arvanged, where various novel delicaciea had been provided,
besides other delicions old favonrites of supper-consumers.
This room was very inviting, shaded lights, flowers, palms,
ete., adding to the attractions of the table.

Mns HELMure's gardem party at Christchorch was a
very amart affuir. About two hondred goests weie present
The gronnds are particularly lovely, sloping as they do from
the terrace on which the house stands, down to the gently-
Bowing Avon. . Several povelties in the way of games werg
iotroduced. For the May-pole dance, at a given signal,
Fleming's band played a lively air and sixteen yoang ladies,
attired in wodern costume, emerged from tbe sbrubbery
and danced several pretty figures, twining mad nntwining
many-colonred ribbone faultlessly. It was yuoaintly pic-
turesqoe, and the delighted guesta imsisted npon its repeti-
tion. Tennis, croguet, and other games passed the charm-
ing afternoon all oo guickly.

ON Tharaday night Mis W. D. Meares entertained abont
two huhdred guests at & splendid ball at her residence,
* Tootooma,' Christecharch. The new large ball and supper-
room built for the occasion and sdjeining the dining reom,
were cpeaed. The laster room was used as & reception
room, and gave & splendid view of the ball-room. The
decorations were carried out by White and were simply
superb. The walls were draped with red and old gold, mirrors
weire placed at intervals, and nikan palms, pative honey-
suckle, stc., all added their beauty and fragrance,

————

THE drive was carpeted, and formed a splendid pro-
menade. There wers numbers of seats under the trees, and
the garden was lighted by Chinese lanterns,” 'The music
was Fleming's bess, tha ‘ Ta-rara’ polka being charming.
Light refreshmenta were served thronghout the evening, and
at midnight & splendid champagne sapper was sat down to
by the gueats. When the ball at length broke up, hot soup
was adminoistered to speed the parting visitors, who ex-
pressed their epjoyment of vhis added thoughtiulbess,

VioLeT VARLEY and Miss Graupoer, Riley, S8yd Deane,
Bracy, and the reat of the Comic Upera Company are having
n glorions wiad-up for the New Zealand seazon ia Dunedia,
*Ta-ra-ra-boom-de sy * in the rage in the South as it was
everywhere, and the chorus have been hompitably enter-
tained by variouas of the gilded yoath. Misa Varley ia fimt
favonrite, and received perfeat ovations in the < Old Goard,’
*Goodoliers,” and *Pepita.’ Thecompany declare themselves
desolated, as they sy in France, at baving to leave this
colony, where everyone is in good spirita.  Auckland was
the slowesat place they atruck, zot dnly {or business, bul for
plensure. Jt was not till the last week that the Auckiand
boys seepand to pluck up coursge to do any entertaining,
though the Bauk of New Zealand did its best to encourage
the ballet. No example could be better then that of a
generul manager, and if the lm‘ entartaine the princi-
pala, the clorks shoald feel justified in giving the chorus
and dancing girls & show.

I¥ Dunedin at Christmas the ueual holiday weather pre-
vailed—that is to say, the rain descended in perfoct torrents,
completely spoiling the holiday, and pniting & swp to every-
thing. loscrotable are the ways of I'rovidence, bot most
joscratable of sll is the weather clerk. Ever since the last
bolidey Dunedin bas spioyed the meost perfect [talian skies
and warm sons, bot fmmedistaly people got s chance to
avall themoselves of it the windows of beaven wore openad,
apd the watering pot brought out azain. OUne can only

. Society.

hope that Dunedinites are of & philosophic tern of mind.
Sach coudact on the part of the weather might be conducive
to paganiam in & Jess enlightened commanity. The inhabi-
tants of the Bonthern Edinbore’ have not even the consola-
tion of the African potentats, who when the weather goea

dically wrong baheads the gentl n in charge and makea
it warm for his succemor till fine days or elonds, aa the ease
may be, come again. :

INDEPENDENTLY of this, howaver, the Christmas season
in Donedin was painfully dull, My correspondent declares
dolefully things were never so quiet. Moat of the people
who entertain were out of town, and the opening of the
Eznnis tournament was spoilt by the incessant wet. Rain
was also respousible for the fact that the garden party which
waas 0 have closed the function could not take place. A
juvenile dance was given by Misa Cargill, of the Cliffs, one
night, but with this exteption there has nut baen & private
entertainment.

THE animality of human nsture is well brooght ont by &
iragedy in Idabo. Those who are Iamiliar with Landseer's
works will recall the axpressive force of his * Challenge”
and ¢ Corubat.’ A pair of stags fight sheir battle of rivalry
ouliin fieree coofliet, not made more Gerce by the painter
than it is in natore, Sometimes thene fights between the
antlered or horned species occor in the presence of the
female, who meekly looks on at the deadly grapple of her
snitors, and quietly surrendera her affections to the winner.
Near Gold Hill there has been something of the same kind
enacted between two stock-raisers and B prepossessing
widow, who was honsekeeper to A man not in the
quarrel, Each of the stock - raisers had proposed,
and been sccepted, mnd when they found out the dn-
plicity of the widow they prepared for battle. They
met at hLer house and fonght out their qgoarrel
with long koives, the widow looking on quietly from a
doorway. The combat was altogether deadly, and when
eventuslly the duoellists foll in their agony the caunse of
jealoury rushed to the side of one of the dying to
bestow pon him an embrace of parting devotion. The nn-
gratefol manmay havesopposed thathis hated rival was about
to have another prod at him withk his bowie. The widow
wmay be inclized to believe this also, becanse the moment
ahe waa by the duellist's side he slashed off her noss with a
dexterous flash of his knife, aud picked oot one of her
lovely eyes wich the point, ao that it will twinkle no more
for anybody. Thsa action of the widow resembles that of
the dos which tendetly ticks the wonads of the conqueror,
aud laments not those of the vanqoished. Snoch is the
struggle for the survival of the Httest.

THE rage for progressive enchre parties has at last come
to Nelson, and & very jolly evening was spent in this way
#t Mra R. Kingdoo's. Soma of the lucky law who were pro-
sent were Mrand Mrs J. Sharp, Dr. and Mrs Hudson, M L.
Adame, Misses Jones (two), Cartis, Mackie, Hill {Anck.
land), Mr Jones, and Dr_ Creasey.

VERY gay the Nelsom College looked with all isa bonting
displayed and its grounds brightened by the many pretiy
gowns worn by all the vast assemblage who rolled up in
goodly wnmbers to witness the munual eports at this
inatitotion.  Afterncon tea wud delicionn cakes were
hospitably dispsnsed by Mise Bell and enjoyed by
sll present. After & keen contest between five boys
the senior eup waa finely won by Blick, who beat the second

boy by one point, chiefly owing to his excellens jumping.

The junior cup was alw closely contested, and resuolted in
a win for Moles {II). The prizes were presented to tha
successfnl competitors at the close ot the afterncon by M
Chatterton, who waa herself prosented with a lovely bou-
quet tied with the college colonrs, dark and pale blne
ribbons, by the smallest pupil attending the collega.

A GREAT btreat was enjoyed by thoss who wers present at
the performance of the * Messiah * by the Nelson Harmonie
The conductor, Mr Fell, is certainly to be con-
gratulated npon the soccess of the oratorio. Taken ma s
whole it bas seldom been performed here with greater soc-
cesr. Tho soloista wers Mesdames Houlker and Percy
Adams, and Miss Baigent, and Mosars Kempthorne, Lueas,
and Grace, and these names alone speak for the iminense
pleasure the largs sudienoe must bave slerived from heariog
tha solon alone without the choruses, which, by the way, were
all sung with vigoar, and evident eojoyment to the singers
themselves. The Theatre Royal was well flled, and smong
the andience were Mesdames Sealy, Watts, Bubny, Raine,
Macksy, Mules, Chatterton, Doff, Richmognd, Fell, Pitt,
Renwick, Nelder, Grace, Locking, Misses Doff, Ricbmond

{two), Fell, Hanter-Brown, Renwick, Hnddleston, Pitt
Browning, Wood, Heaps, Boor, and Locking.

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES were obsorved in several social
circles in New Plymouth. A delightin] dance was given
by Mr and Mras Fookes, who possees all the gualities that
are moat desired in & boet and hoetess. The floor was in
excellent daociog condition, the sepper good, and the
Rerdeo, Jit up with Chinese lanterns, excesdingly pretty
and alloring.

ANOTHER of the land marke of ths year to look back
apon will be the dance given by the captain and officers of
the ship * Jessie Headman * to Marlborough iolk generally,
Eighty invitations, printed in gold on cream paper, wern
sent to Blenheim mlone, most of which were accepted,
though only six ont of the eighty thought proper to folfil
their engag ts, thus putting the hospitable ship's eom-
pany to & great deal of unnecessary trooble snd expense.
T1he Picton folke made smends for other shortcomers, and
the dance was one more of the nnmber of successful evants
t¢ be noted in the anaala of Picton.

THE hall was handsomely decorated with fiags and ever-
greens, lycopodiam wreaths festooned roond the room, apd
from lamp to lamp, along the centre of the hall, gigi and
tree ferns, bouquets of Howers, and srt muslin, and Cap-
tain Borton's motto, * Semper viator per mare,’ erowning the
whole over the stage arch. The ship’s company were ably
assisted by the Picton ladies, s0 I need say nothing about
the supper or table decorations, these os nsual were per-
fect ; but I mjust mention the © claret cop,’ of which all par-
took, and which waa Captain Barton's own srecial braw.
The roay dawn was Jighting up the horizon ere the end of
the programme came, which was an illustration of Semper
viaior per more.

My Picton correspondent writes: ‘ Father Kerrigan and
Father Anbrey—to whon: the thanks of the community st
Iarge nre dug—have been visiting the Maoris at Hletane and
other stations of the 8ooud and Port Underwood. They are
of opinion that the seriona nature of the ontbreak of typhoid
is due in & great measure to bad ventilation, improper
food, and ignorance on the part of the natives of the art of
nureing.’

IN Hastiogs the breaking-up of the Heretanga Sehool was
& mont saceessful affair, a large crowd of fashionably-dressed
people being present. Mr Fraser, the head-master, in a
finished gymmnast, ani trains the boys excellenuly in shis
departuent, so that these exercises were most in-
beresting and mmusing to the spectators. The prize-
giving, which took place the day after the gymnastic com-
petition, proved that capital instruction is afforded in this
nachool to boys from all parts of the colony, one of the
largest prize-winners hailing from Uanarua.

THE Amaerican ‘gentleman’ is said to indulge rather
freely in all places and at all times in the not too elegant
habit of spitting. At last Ammican women are awakiog 10
the extreme nastiness of the habit. 1 bear that in New
York thoy are busy organising an Anti- Expectoration Asso-
ciation. Perhapa this characteristic of a free and indepen-
dent manhood nay actount to some extent for American
iating husbands from the English side of the

Atlantie.

Kow arskl, mneician and wit, leaves Sydney shortly for
France, At M. Wiegand's recent gargantnan sopper, kow-
alski (Inq-}: * The chel is at leact my equal. 1 try to planss
the ear ; he pleases the estomac—a much larger order to fi1.”
Nata-rally !

‘LHERE was a rosh to Melbonrne Princess’s un the night
following the announcement of Fred Leslie’s denth. An
idea that the girls world sport tights of sable hue had cir-
culated abroad, and many of the audience evidently aatici-
pated & display of sentiment. Nothing unuaual occurred,
thongh. Burlesque dogan’t offer opportunity for enggestiona
of sorrow, or perhaps the sorrow had bad time to abate
Fred Lealie died of typhoid fever, s disease which lurks in
sewer-gas and such things to capture men who have * lived
bigh." It was probably the effect of bad drains, acting apon
s constitution attenuated Ly good drains, that remuved
poor Frad. His death, following upon Nellis Farren's

break-np, sets vne thinking of those calé days in Melbourns
and Sydney, whereat a party of foor woold “pui away
rome seven or eight botiles of wine mod spirits without
turning & bair.

Tur FLANEUR

INTERPROVINCIAL CRIGKET,

OUR potes oo the Aockiand-Ulago mstch sre too lengthy
for insertion in this issue, but will appear next wesk.
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' THE SOVERAINE WEED:' iTS HISTORICAL
AND POETICAL ASSOCIATIONS.

me tohacen—which from emst to weal

v the tar's tabours or the Turkman'a rest ;

ich on the Moslen's ottoman div'd »

Hix hourw, and rivals oplum and hle Lrides ©
Mugniticent in Stambaoul, but Jaun grand,

Thuugh not less lnved n Wapping or the Strand B

(1] v in hookalia, glarious in a plpe
When tipped with nmber. mellow, rich, and ripe.
Like other charmens wooing the cATesA,
Mare dazrlingly when daring in Mall dresa,
Yct1hy truw lavem more ml:uire.;b";:n'r
Thy naked beautica -giv EI..::Sual"hl"nui._‘Tha Huland.”
yw HE Soveraios Weed as the author of the * Faery
Queen* calls the whaceo plant, thiives in
nearly every part of the giohe, Amangst nar-
catic plants it cocupies B place similar to that
of the putato amongest food plants. It ie the
moet extensively cultivated, the most bardy
anil the most talersnt of change in tempersture, altitude,
and geaersl slimate. Tha plapt wes formerly growa in
mapy parts of Eogland, pnr!icnlnrl; in Yarkshire, but now
we believe ita cultivation is restricted to half a pole *in a
physic or univeisity garden, or in any private garden for
physie or chirurgery.' The plang iteell is probably & native
of Ameiica. Ab all évents it was extensively cultivated
aod wsed by the inhabitanta of 1
nent long belore its discovery by Europeans.  The aborig-
ines uf tropical America Tuust have rolled up their tohacca
lenf rod creamed away their lives in amnky reverie ages
hefore Columbus was boin.  When in 1452 the great dis-
coverer put his fnot on the American soil there cRme towal s
u, RE hin sup narrates, snvages who had io their monthn
luten mnde of fobaces leaver—tubes which glowed with
tire at one ead -and the smuke of which lhely imbibed, And
from these aboriginal cigars, whith in Hayti were called
tobagos, came the nama of tobaceo. 3

T Europe came the living plant about 1he widdle of the
rixteenth century, beiog brought from Brazl to Lirhon.
Feom Lisbon it found its way to Palis hy means of Jean
Nicut, the French Ambassadsr at the Fortogunese Court,
who sent it to (Jueen Catherine de Medicis as a pROoAcea.
After Nicot the plant received ita botauical name Nicotiana.
When Sir Walter Raleigh brought the plans from Virginia
to Eagtand in 1586, whote fields of it were already nader cal-
livation in Postugal. 1t is probable that Lhe cultivation of
this plant in Luiope preceded the potate by from 120 to 140
YeRre.

ON ITs INTRODUCTION INTO RUROTE

every effort was made by writing imps ste and bodily ponish-
ment W restrict or to put down 1ts nse. o Ruesis smoking
was abaolately prohilited, the knout being the punitbment
for the first and death for the necond offence. [n one i the
cantons of Swit zerland it was placed next to aduitery in the
Hat of offeccer. o 1684 Pope Urban VEIL issued & Bull

excommunicating all persons wha nzed tobaceo in any form®

ar uhape in the church. It is said that more than one hiuo-

dred books were wiitten condemnatory of the uss of the

fragrant weed, forennmt among them being the celebrated
* Counterblasts ta Tubncco,’ by oor English Sotumon, - .

King James, with his wide-frilled brecches,
Who held in abhorconce tobecce and witches. -

The Koyat author thus describen the habit ro prevalent jn.

*these degenerate days’': — It (emoking) i1 & custom
luathsome tu the eye, bateful to the nose, harmful to the
brain, daogerons tu the lnoge, and in the black stinking

fumies therefrom nearest resembling the horrible Stygian.

amuke of the pit that is bottomtiess.” There is an old tradi-
tion uf the Greek Chuich which asciibes the inebriation of

the patriaich Nosh to the temptation ot Lhe devil by nieana.

of tobaceo, 8o that the king was not dltogether without
nutherity fur the Stigian parentage which he asrigns to ita
fumes. In similar terms Sir Willism Vaughan thus speaks
of the custom : — N
' Tobacgo, thai dutlandish woed -. : -
Tt dulla the apirit, dims the sight; -~
* 1t rotw o woman of her right.

But even'in those esrly daya tobacro’bad Ita sdmirers as

well as iin haterr, and in spite of Hoynl and priestly ful-
ininations the nsg of the * golden leaf’ extended far and
wide, a8 we learn from Aubrey, who, wtiling of smokers in
1680, eays :—* Tha first had silver pipes, but the wmidinary
sort made use of walout shell and A straw. 1 have heard
my giandfiather say that one pipe was haoded from man to
iwnn round the 1able. Within these thirty five years ‘twas
seandaluus for u divine to take tobaeco. "It was then sold
for its wayte in silver. [ have heard some of our old yeo-
men peighbours say that when they went to market they
culled aut their higzest sbillings to Iay in the scalee againut
Lobacco ; nuw the customers of it are Uie greatesy His
Aajesty hath.' Thus it bath been said, or rather sung—
‘Tobrcco sngages
Noth wexes, all ager.
The poor as well as the wealthy,
From the court to the caltago,
From chitdhnad ta dotnge,
Hoth those who are sick and healthy.

THE POETS AND TORACCO.

It is very interesting to nete what the preta have to aay
ahout the weed. The myriad minded Shakepere, strange
Lo may, has o mention of it in his plays, but 1earty sll his
ron'enspuraries mention it.  The majoity of onr poets wera
«miokers, Miiton dearly loved a pipe, Addison, Congreve,
Phillips, Priar, and Steele smoked prodigiously, while Pope
and Swift 1ok soull, as did also the * Great Cham.' Bir
Walter Scott, Campbell, Moore, Byron, all indulged in the
nee of * the pungent nose refreshing weed." Tennyson, ac-
curding to Carlgle, * Hoate in and ont o & great element of
tobaceo sinuke -a wide, breezy comfortable tigure of & man,
not ensy tu awaken, but great whea he is once aronsed.’
Several of the poets have preserved their appreciation of
tomacen im the besuiiful amber of verss. In (iace o
Heek, 1867, ia o poem, by F. (. Burnard, entitled,

THE OLD BILKFUERD ON HI8 FIPE.
When | smaoke 1 xees in my plpo
=omutimens of life, & 1yfhe.
An' [ think as iy Jips 1 wipa—
A talRing ad ln my way —
* Hure'w thit ~pirk in thia red coal
“That puta the life in the bowl,
in thu fire [ woew Lhe woul
Loprinened In the clay.'

warious parts of Lhat eonti-

-

Mayhap I aits in my room.
Inthe winter evening's wloom
And as | think of man’s doony,
My epiril a'moat it clasnea
¥or I nuye when 1 ntopd my breath.
And Lhe pipe goud oul, “that's desLh.

. Wa're 14ust, as the parson kaith,

And then 1 knocks out thu anhes,”

The above verses in the journal named are accompanied
by a fall page engraving, drawn by C. Keene, showing * The
Old Shepherd ' in deep thougbt siill holding his pipe after
huving * koocked nnt the ashes.” In the ' Smoker’s Guide,
Philosopher, and Friend.' by Andrew Steinnnetz, is a poem
by Kemble, entitled

T ST THE [NDIAN WEFED.

This Indian weed now withered quite,
Though grecn at noon, cut dawn at night,
Shown thy decay.
“All Floah 1a hay,

Thus think and amoke tobacco.

in loan tempiation to him when he han m cigar in his moath
0 talk at all for another—whiln all that is thonghtiol io »
man is bronght to the surface by that hepign inflnence, and
one hears him &t his best.’ *The pipe,’ writen William
Makepesca Thackeray, * draws wisdom from the lips of the
philoaopher, #2nd shits up the mouth of the foclish ; it
weneratos a ntyle of conversation, sontemplating, thonght-
ful, bepevolens, anil upafiected. 1 vow and believe Lhat
the cigar bas boen one of the greatesy creature comforta of
my life, = kKind companion, & g.enm! stimulant, an anmiable
anodyne, & ter of friendship.” ) K. Jeroma
thisks mo mneh of his pipe that he has actually dedicated
hin book, "[ils Fbonghts of mn ldle Fellew,'to it in the
fullowing words :— .

*Ta

the very dear and well-beloved
Frien

of my proxporour and ovil dagw;

_-The pipe o lily-like aml weak
D)des thia thy moctal state bespenak :
Thou art e'en ruch— .
- Gone withatouch! =~ -~
Thuxs think and smoke Lohaceo,

. . And when {he amoke akcends on bigh.
- Then thau beholdst the vanity
Of worldly ntuff —
. . Gone with a puff!
L :i. 'Thus think and amoke tobacco,
.o < ~And when the pipe growa foul within,
Think gn thy nuur?]cﬂlcrl with ¢in;
. For then the firo
It doth require!
Thus think and smohe tobacco.

And weest the asher cASL AWRY.
Then to thyself thou mayesk Ay,
‘That 1o the dust
Iteturn thou must !
Thus think and snoke fobacco.

IMRNOSE WRITERS AXD THE TIrE,

Literary men have generally taken kindly te the pipe.
Charles Lamb was at one time & great smoker, and once, in
the height of his smoking days, was puftiog atrong conrse
weed from a long clay pipe in company with Dr, 1’arr, who
was careful in abtaining finer sorts, and the Dr. asked him
how he acquired this prodigious power.’ Iieplied the gentle
Elia, in his stuttering manner, * B¥ t—t—toiling after it,
as some men t—t—toil after virtne.' Carlyle and his pipe
were inseparable frieads. ,\\'hen at some health reantt 1
Chelsea eage had called in a lecal Esenlapine, he said,
* Docter, I'll do anythiog ye say, hat ye manp na tak awny
my pipe." Charles Kingualey nseil to rnke a reapectable
+churchwarden,” and in his * Wentward Ho 1" speaks of it
as “ g lone man's companion, & bachelur’s frienrr, s hang
man’s cordial, & wakefnl man's nleep, snd a chilly rnm:"a(
fira.” Bualwer, in his * Night and Morning,” exclaims * A
pipe—it is n great comforter, a plesrant scother—blos
devils fly before its honeat breath, It ripens the brain, it
opens the beart, end the man whc rmokes thinke like n
mage and acts like & Samaritan,’ Jamer Payo telln nathat
Harriet Martinean, under the advice of some seientifie per-
son, tried amoking, He had the yrivilege of providing her
with some very mild ¢igars, and mapy and many a susniner
night they rat tagether for half an hoor or ro in her porch
at the Kooll smaoking. ' She only tried this remedy for a few
montha, butabe fancied it had a beneficial efectupon ber hear-
ing. Fur my partlenjnyed nothingno much an these evenings.
Itis my fixed opinionihat theconversatinnufeven a dullard is
mitigated and rendered tolerable by tobacco—he can’t talk
long witbout letting his cigar vot jor ope thing, and theis

To the Frirnd

who, thongh in the carly stages of our AT i i
" 1
Ofttimas dingron with mu T nceship did
but since becrine t.:) be iny very warinsst eomrade.
‘I'o the Friend )
who, however often I mas pui him out, never
. inow i
! by W) npects e in
who, t L’I":l! Ihli1 ¥Friend
. treated vith marked col
by all the female memberd of my hull[nixg‘l,::ld and
regarded with suspicion .
by my very dop. nevertheless seema
to bo more d ﬂnyhby duy
z rawn by me, and in re
ntore and more impregante me with lhntl;:‘lrsl:‘l?nf his
Fricudenip.
Te the Friend
) who never tulls mic of my faults, !
never wants Lo burrow lllmmﬂ:v. Al Revor talka nbout,
imsulf.
To t.h_.q rompanion of my Tdle Honrs,
T'he soothier of My surrows,
the contldant of my joys and I\'opcn
any oldeal and slrongest *

. e
. thiu litllu volume iy

i
gratcfully and Affection, R
dedicaton. Y

The question— - . - E
Ty E
18 RMORING RENKFICIAL Y

In one which it is very difficult to
amokers it is aaid thai it canses bh‘::m::: Pﬂfi:-:tﬂ_ noni
the heart, pnm[jnll, diseases of 1he r.eezi: n:’omhwn Dd
tongue, dyspeprin, and diarihmea. The unnt’:ken o' .l?:
other band, assert that you may smoke to all'al:r ity
withont in the slightest degres injuring your hull.hn“y
facy, yon aie likely 10 improve iL. Mo they sing j “uho
worde of the sld sung— ¥ *ing n ."h’
1L holpoth ’ i
. '?er Lh}:? th?':r[\;‘:“l::?:;ﬁml ion ;

Tot wariy or e e L oases

"l ne'er oni of data?

@ May rafcly take It that ploaseih,

Or elso extlaim with Burton, in his *A i
e B DA

cholyf: ' ;;lullncco—duv:ue, nu'-e,‘excelleut,t':a'?;:rzc{jielt?“l;
g;..,’ nr beyond all the papaceas, portable gold and hilml::
:'t:i.;;,c.n::lor?)'\:'-c: !_oren.-}gn remedy fur mll diseaxes,” Th:;raﬁ ro'
' ninl point as o the etects, injurk Yl
::::ur ‘:ﬁ’::; of t.h weedhis beat left w‘lha’md?\:li:l ::Iujﬁ:‘;l;.
. nment vn the tople opiy serv .
truth of the wd : et ths
! aye that ' one man's meat is snother man's
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—selhe Stables of the Queen of Hnglande. .

. BY CHARLES S. PELHAM-GLINTON.

+) one walkiog in the garden of Buckingham
Palace would believe that one of the largest
stables in Eaglanid lies behind the high
mound of earth excavated from the poods
that look so charming to the eye. The
rampart is ewvered with trees, which help
to hide the buildings. The {(}ieen bardly ever anes
Buckinghar Palace nowadays except on state occasions,

THE GATES OF DOCKINGINAM PALACE.

and the palace and grennds have rather a deserted appear-
ance. Such is pot the case, however, with the Queen's
stables koowno as *The Hoyal Mews,' which adjnun the
palace, thowgh apart from it in management. The heao
functivoary of the Koysl Mews is the Master of the Horse,
at present the Duke of Portland, The salary attached to
the uitice is two thousaud pounds per annom aod the right
10 stahle & certais ‘number of borses in the Royal Mews.

.The uttive goes with the government, and is always given
to a man of rask auod wealth ms well as great political in- -
tlurnce.

The main entrance to the stable is through the hand

Tha head coachman, Mr G. Payne, whose poitrait in
given, has been fur fifteen years in hi+ prerent position, and
has served the Queen for over fifty years. He alwayw
drives the stats carriage in whick Her Mw\iest.y slts, and
haniles the ribbnna over the famous * cremme.

We enter the Royal Mews through the maio gateway,
which ia sarmounted —as may be seen in the illusiratinp—
by a large clock that chimes the hours, The whale M :wa
was designed by Juhn Nash, of Duver, Kent, whn also de-
signed the palace. The work was comypteted in 1825, The
conrtyard isabont foor
handred feet eqnare,
The 1ight side in 1aken
up by the roya! carri-
ages, Oppoeite these
are the rtables for the
chargers, the harness-

100, and several
ntables of esrriage-
hrsen.  Opposite the
eatrance are  the
-eieamns ' and  blacks,’
and the celebrated
thirty - two - stalled
stable.

1 suppose iz oo
stable in the world can
ruch & eollzetion of
hurses be seen.  All
are over sixtesn hands
high, aod must over
eixteen and n - balf
The geaneral evlour in
bay or brown, and
white legs or fest are
conspicuonsly absent.
The acimals ere all

given  names that
commence with ae
manv letters of the

dealet B Dame ap prac-
able, as a 1ecord
of their porcbaee. 'I'Iua‘Bla-:khud nnd i3lackeap ' were
Toth porchaced frem a
dealer Blackmap, and
*Jonquil’ came from
Jonee.  All the names —~*
are placed on iron
lates above the racks.
he Hoors of 1the
stables are all] sanded
in patteros,’ -and
straw  litter is
finished off with a neay

gateway that vpens on Buckingham IPalace Road. The
pates are very solidly built, and have cunsidernbile preten-
sions to s1t. A sentiy from the Ruchingham Yalace guard
is alwuys cutside these gates, Io the quedrangle formed
by these gates and Lhe aichway leading to the wain cours-
yanl are the uifices of Mr Williain Norton, Lhe zoperinten-
flent of the Koyal Mews, with ihose of the Duke of Port-
land and bis lievtenans, Sir George Muude. The wain part
of Lhe work of arrangement acd mapagement falls on Sir
tiearge Maude and AMr Norton. The furmer selects all the
lhurses, arranges the processions, and has the genetal order-
ing ot sffairs, while Mr Norton looks after the winor de-
tails, To AMr Norton is Joe the excellent appesiance of the
royal carriages, which always attracts the sttention of
those who have an eye for these details. Mr Norton was
for many years in the Royal Hoiee Artillery, and has occo-
pied bis present poeition fur over thirty years. Some idea
of tha wonk requiled in managing such a large atfair as the
Jueen’s stablex can Le iuferred fiom the fact that there ara
une huodred snd ten horses in the stables. and eighty men
employed as cuachnen, gioone, and ontriders. It argues
\vul’l for tha pieunnrneu «f the 1uyal service that servauls
of twenty-tive years’ slnndmg sie eomimon, and there are
plenty who can boast of twies that number of years in the
rervice uf the Qneen. A household medal is now given for
vver twenty-five sears in the royal service, with & clasp for
grvery ten years after that number.

straw plait. Ageiost
the posts —as can he
zeen in the picture of
the *creams’’ stable—
are  neatly arranged |
sheafe of staaw. Theia
in a foreman {n charge
of each stable, and to
every eight horees a
conchman, who bas
under him a competent
numher of wen and an
assistant coachman.

The hoises are all
elothed alike in neat
1ed, white, and Llue
rage of a =mall check
pattein, bound  with
1ed. ‘The initials V. K.
are on Llhe guarteis,
and the gnarter-clotha
lisve the same initiala
with no display. The
price «f 1he horses
varies from one hundied
and lifty pound+ to twe

hundred und fity poinds apiece. They must be young sml

pa A vigorous
veterinary examioa-
tion. Afwer being

puichased they are
thoreughly trained.
The chaigera have
'Y n|»fcml drill in Lhe

uver

And
hardles, and ave aluo
t.nught. to *stand
fire.”

The coaclimen
have fonr liveries
spiecs, — Ihe »iale
livery, which in a
mam of golil ; the

epaulet livery, which
is bt a litlle lesn
comily ; theurdinary
neatler livery; aml
the plain Inek
livery with white
waisteoat, Vbhat i
used  uvu  ordinary
vecaslons, Al 1he
wmen  live in 1he
Toons  albove  1he

ll.nh]ell. [T} nhnm-l a
ili o

THE fJUEEN'S COACIL

bt sialile
on thu I ft coutning

STALLE OF FHE STATE *CREAM'

eight good looking bays mnd Lrowns, that are ured
in the asnmaller carriages. Other smali stalles nie
passed, tll in perfect nentnoss, and thénm ccmes Lhe
chargeis’ stable. In it wre many grand hures, par-
y the big sixteen and a-halt hande bay husse
* Sonrice,” that the Jate Emperor of Germany rode in
ibe Juhilee time.  All chargern, are periecs and will stand
wilh their noses cluso 1o the largest guns when they ara
lired, and oot twitch an ear.  Th: next stable contains 1he
awmall chargers, all alwot filteen amd three-guartera 10 2ix-
teen hande, and eqoally well-broken  Among them is the
charger that the ill-fated Fiioce Ruodolph rode in the
dubilee time, Indeed, nll of the hoiser in thesa siabies
have soine speciai asevciations conpected with the Royalties
who have been on their backe.

in the eqnerries’ stabie the horras are a tritle sinaller than
most of the others,  Uv thina side of 1he :quare aluve in the
stale harness rpom—a very inleresting apariment, Un the
left hend is Lhe cream-’’ state hsapees, The leather is
red muroceo, and the heavy plating is gilt on & brass funoda-
tiun.  The weight is no lers than ope hundred and twelve
younds.  This harneas never leaves Rockiogbam Pulsce,
and is used only un stale ocearivnan  Fhe gilt crestn mmd
arms are of beautiiul design and work, aod the wlhole eflect
is superb.  Hardly less handsome is what in koown as the
* black horse state harness.’ This is made of black leather,
and the crest and royal arms are of brass; 1he 1trappings of

. this are cuvered with erests, and thie efleet is very beautsful,

The weight of a single set is eighty pounds.

la the =ame room ia kept ihe state harpess made for
George [V, in 1812, when he was 1iogent, which kas never
been re leathered since it was niade. 1t ie extraordinarily
masnive and handsume, the 1oyal arms are very beantifully
ent, and the leather is as good now as it was three-quartera
of n eentory ago. 1i weighs one buadred and wwelve
ponnds & single set,

In the thirty-%wo-stalled siable are thirty-twe fine-bred
hotses from sixteen o a-hali to zevenleen aud s-qnarter
hamln, all glistening baye so rerieul,ly matched that almost
any foor conld ba placed in Irunt of & carriage. ‘The per-
feet ventilation disposes nlmosl‘. enlirely of any siable
odour.

The otber hali of this wing is occnpied by the *creams '
and *blacks,” all stallione, yver sixleen handr, and the
wheslers sixieen ard a-halt. The heavy, massive hainews
and the peculiar colouring of these horses make them ook
mnch smaller than they are.

The breed originally came from Hanover in 1820 ; and
the atud st Hampton Court, where they nre bied, in 1he
vnly pure specimen of the breed. Sioce their sojourn iu
this country not A mixed-cvloured asimal haa been born,
which angms well for the puiity of 1ke breed. ’

They are of a cmious cream colour, with very silky
manes, and tails alinost touching Lthe ground. Their ¢yen
are white, with pink centres, and their nores Are pink,
almort like human fleeh, They ara very 1rictable snd

sagacious, and I was told by Mr Noston that they bave

HORSES,

wondeiful memorie=, OF couree they are need only on great
atate accasinne, and the ellect of 1he eight hoises, with 1heir
massive, handsome harnees, atfached to the gllded cmmh in
line, *Occo’ iz the handsoneat of the ' cieams, nml
s very intelligent animal.

Upposite 1he *‘creams  are the eight *blacka' The
wheelers are oo less than seventeen and n-half handa in
height. They also came from Hanvver in the year 1820,
anid a special breed is maiotained at Hampton Ceurt.

Their coate have A marvellova plose, anil their jet-black
wailn tonch the grunnd. The effect would be a good deal
heightepned if the 1ed harpess was used with Whe black
horeen, and the black harness with the "creams,' but the
upeite is the rule,

The * blacks " m1e nsed on minor slate nceasions, and by the
I'ringce vt Wales when be holds & feree or njpearn al any
state alfair for the Waoeen. *Zuly,' the wheeler is one of
handsonieat of thene, and in sevenieen mml a-balf hwods
in height.

The archway between the *thirty-twostalled’' wod
‘creams’ ’ stable leads to the lvosa buxes Bnd the Master of
the Horsse's ntable.

The whole of Lhe side of the yard opposile the harness.
rooni is occupled by the conch-hunses, in which npwarda of

thirty state nod seisi siate carriagen ave kept. The centre
of intereat is, of course, the staie coach bmilt in 1761,
and which is known as 'the glaes comeh.’ 1L in 1he

mont superb earrisge ever built, and wan designed by Sir
William Chembers. Tha paintings on the panel are by
the celebrated artist Cyprinni, and are so valusble that Hve
thousand puunds were ollered for the panel un 1he back by
& CUBNIEENY,
The front panel 1epievents Britannia sitting on & thrope,
helding ia her band w stall of liberty, nttended by Ilrllbmn,
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* Jasties, Wisdom, Valour, Fortitude, Commeros, Plenty, and
Victory presenting her with & garland of laurel, In the
backgroond is a view of St. Paul's and the river Thenen,

The back panel is Neptune and Amphitrite, issuing from
taeir palace in & triampbal car drawn by sea horsves, and
stiended by Winds, Hivers, Tritons, Naiade, and bringing
the tribate of the world to the British ahore.

The doors also have aymbolic paintings, and the panels
on either ride represent the liberal arta and sciences.  The
panela over the paiotings are of plate glass. The whole of
the carrisge nnd body is very richly ornamented with laorel
and carved work, handsomely gilded. The length is :-amg-
four feat, the width eight feat three inches, the height
twelve feat ; height of hind wheel, six feet ; length of pule,
twelvp feet four inches ; and the weight is fonr tons

The carriage and body of rhe coach are eomposed of four
large trituns, who support the body by four braces covered
with red moroceo leather and ornamented with gilt bockies.
The two ligares placed in front of the carriage bear the
driver, and mve represented in tbe action of diawing by
cabiles extending round their shonlders and the cranes, and
sounding shells to announce the approach nf the monarch
of the ocean ; and thuse at the back carry the imperial
lasces topped with tridenta. Tha driver's footboard is a
large llop shell, orpa ted with bunches of reeda and
other marins plants. The pole representa s bundle of lances ;
the aplinter bar is compnsed of a rich monldiar issning from
beneath & voluted shell, and each end termioatiog in the
head of a dolphis ; and the wheels are imitated from those
of the aociept tiinmpbal chariot. The body of the coach
is composed of eight palm-trees, which, branching out at
the toy, sustain the roof ; aud four apgular trees ara loaded
with trophiea allasive to the victories obtained by Great
Britain duiing the late glorious war, supported by four lions’
heads. Un r..Ee cepntre of the roof stand three boys, repre-
eeptiog the genii of England, Scotland, and Ireland, sap-
porting the lmpesial erown of {ireat Biitain, and holding in
their hands the sceptie, eword of state, and ensigns of
knighthond. Their bodies are adorned with festaons of
laurel, which fall from thence toward the fonr coroers.

The ineide of the body ia lined with rich secarles em-
boesed velvet, superbly laced and embioidered with guld,
as fullows: In the ceotre of the roof ia the star, en-
circled by the collar, of the order of the Garter, and sor-
mounted by the imperial crown of Great Britain, pendant
the George and Dragon ; in the ecrners the rose, shamrock,
Aud thiatle, entwined. The rear luunge is ornamented with
the badge of the order of 8t. Michael and Bt. ieorge ; and
on the frout the badge of the order of the Guelph and Bath,
arnamented with the rose, shamrock, and thistle, The
rear seat fall has the badge of St. Andrew, and on the front
the badge of 8t. Patrick, adorped with the rose, shamrock,
thistle, and oak leaf.

This coath is hardly ever taken out of the house now,
and, indeed, until it was brought oat 10 be photographed
for this article, it had not been out for over a decade. Tt
sways & great deal when in motion, aad its immensa weight
makes it cat very much into the ground, while the length
makes it very hard wark to turnit. Awa work of art it
has no equal. The whole effect is more beautitul than can
be described. Tt cost nine thousand pounds. The last
tivne the Queen osed it was twenty yeara ago, when she
vpened Parliamnent in state.

The atate cnach vsed nowadays is not by any means so
aplendid an affair, but it is a very bandeome earriage, The
panels are dark blue, and have the royal cvat of arma
painted on thew. ‘The tap is richly guily, and the earving
represents 8 crown. The hammereloth is crimson and gold.
Four Hunkies etand on the little platforms at the back, and
Mr Lape, the coachman, sita in state on the seat in front.
This coach was nsed by Her Majesty two years ago, at the
Jubilee, whea the *creams’ made their latest appearance
in'Fuinc_ The carriage cost two tlronsand pounde.

here are aix other state coaches in scarlet and gilt, and
the rest of the carriages are painted dark blue, and can be
used open ar shnt, as the Queen prefers.

The whaole collection of carriages and horses is & moat in-
teresting one, and it is surprising that it haa no few
vimitors,

The Royal Mews can alwayr be visited in the afterncon
by an order from 8ir George Mande, and many are
isened to foreigners and coooiry people; but ndoners
very seldom take advantage of the opporLonity 10 inepect
1his wonderfol home of the Queen’s howser. Perhaps they
would gn oftener if it were known 1that the admiseion card
contains this sentence : * It isa particnlarly requeated that
visitors will nat offer money to the servante.”

ODE TO TDBACGO-

Thou who when feara altack

Bidst them avannt and black

Care, at the horsoman's back
Perching, unseatest,

Swoct when the morn Is groy

Sweet whon they've cleared away

Lunch ; and at ¢lose of day
Poagibly aweetest,

1 have a liking old

For theo. though manitold

Htories, [ know are told
None Lo thy credit ;

Haw one (or two at most}

Dropa make a vat a ghosl

Uscless exeept o rgast,
Ihoctors have raid it.

How lhey who use fusees

All grow Ly slow degrees

Heninlexa s chimpanzees,
Meagre as lizards,

Plunga {aler shocking lives) )
Itazors anld carving khitvca
Into their gizzarda.

onfownd xuch knavish tricks,
Yet know 1 five or aix
Hmokera who freely mix

sttll with their nelghboura,
Jonea (wham I'm glad to say
Axked leave of Mew J—1}
Daily absschs hin clny

fter his labours.

Cuta muy have had their goose
Cuaked by tobacco jnice,
HLill whao fleny LA ase,
Thoughtfully iaken |
We're no! AN tabbies are,
Hulth takes A frexh cigar,
Joner the tabaeco jar,
Hervs to their bucon.

photo., Wellington.
SIR JAMES I'BRENDEKGAST.

Kinaey, late Price & Ca.,

MONG the men who have been of nse to New Zea-
land as occasion served aml opporimnity offered,
Sir James Prendergast may be reckoned as occapy-
ing a seat in the Eret row. Sir James is & son of a man
well known in England, Sergeant Prendergast, who was
Judge of the Small Debts Conrt for the City of London.
Probably fram his father the son inherited a taste for law.
At all events, that was the profession he adopted. In April,
1856, Sir James was called to the Rar, and for aome time he
practised his profession in the Old Ceuntry. Afterwards he
came out to this colony, and settled in Otago. He was sub-
saquently offered the position of non-political Attorney-
Geuneral. Alter thia he attained his presant elevation, boing
appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

His HoNor has been chosen Acting Governor for this
colony on the following occasions with marked snceess ;—
Between the arrival of Sir Hereules Robinaon, who aue-
ceeded the Marquis of Normanby as Governor of New Zea-
land, and the departure of the latter, Hia Honor, Chief
Justice Prendergast acted as Administrator from February
2lat to March 27th, 1879. Between the departure of Sir
Hercules KRobineon and arrivel of Sir Arthor Gordon,
September 9th to November 25th, 1879, Sir James Prender-
gast was Adminiatretor. Alao from Jume 24tvh, 1382, to
January 20th, 1883, between the departure of Sir Arthnr
Gurdon and the arrival of Sir Williswn Jervois. Again Sir
James acted as Administrator from March 18th to May 2n0d,
1889, hetweaen the departure of Sir William Jervois and the
arrival of the Earl of Onalow. And this last year from
February 26th to June Tth, between the departnre of Lord
Qunslow and the arrival of the Earl of Glasgow, Chief Justice
Prendergast wae Administrator of the affaira of this eolony.

Me WHITE, of the Ulailway Department, Pieton, has
painted a picture of H.M.B. Goldfinch, in Picton harbonr,
which he is mending to Lient. Commander Fioyd, as &
memento of the vieit to Picton. Maiine suhjects are Mr
White'a atrong points, and in this little picture, which
ia about 16 inches by 12, the shades aud shadows of
the Soand are beautifully delinested. Thesbip is sochored,
a4 it were, in & pelineid lake, Wilkinson's Penineula Leing
the neareat point, whilet acrosa the Sound *The liocks,”
Captain  Kenny's run  is shewn, Mouot Stokes in
the far away distance, and the Penguin steaming ap the
harbour. The captain’s gig i® being pulled towards the
vhip, and two gulla are fluttering over the last meal of the
day in sballow water.

AN excellent organ recital was given in St Juhn's Church,
Waikouaiti, by Mr i. H. R, Fenton in connection with a
special service in aid of the Maori Miesion. The thres
voluntaries were particnlarly good,

A PARTY of gentlemen went down to Kawau on a yacht-
ing cruise for the Christmas holidays. Amongst Lthem was
Mr Huogh Harrop. Un the return trip they called ot
Waiwers, runniog thence np to Auckland, where the party
arrived thoroughly drenched with the rain.

Mk BAMUEL VICKERS, of Albert Park, Auckland, has

just celebrated Lis ninetieth birthday, and haz gons off on &
trip an hale and hearty aa wany & mao thirty years younger.

Mu axD Mrs H. HawsoN, of Weilinglon, and Dr. apd
Mrs Erpest Kawaon, with a large yuchting party, are spend-
ing the holidaya st Ficten.

FATHER BAUZEAT, whoe was one of the eatly coloniate®
and was extremely respocied and liked by oshers besides
the Roman Catholiea (ko which d ination he belonged),
died rather suddenly at Wellington on Christmas Eve
Father Sanzean was a Frenchman, and only filty-eight
yoars of age, baving coms to New Zealand in 1862. He
mst with s severs boygey sccident st Waipawa soms time
ago. This induced dropsy, from which complaint he died
at the Presbytery. He was & most sealous pastor, snd a
true and earneat worker amongst the poor. The funeral
was & very Isrge one, most beautifal wreathe being placed
on the cotfin. .

IN Christchareh, S, Michael's parish is sbout to sufler &
great loss. The Rev. Walter Harper, after much presaure,
hes consented to resign the intumbency and take charge of
and control the services at the Cathedeal, subject to the
Bishop, and become principal Upper Dean of Christ's
College. 1Itismaid the change will not take place nntil after
Bishop Julius returns from England.

QUR ONLY DAY.

WERE this our only day, R
Did not our yesterdaye and morrows give
To hope and memory their interplay,
How abould we bear to live?

Not merely what we are,
Iint what we were and what we are Lo ba,
Make up onr life—the far days each & star,
The near days ashulz.

At once would love forget
Its keen pursnits and coy delayn of bliss,
And jts delicious pangs of fond Tegret,
Were there no day but this.

And who, to win a friend,
Would to the secrets of his heart invite
A fellowship that #hould begin and end

Between a hight and nighut

‘Who, too, would pause to prate

Of inunlg, or remamber slight or scurn,

VWho would this pight lie dewn to sleep with hate,
Were there v be no morn ?

Who would teke heed to wrong,

To mizery’s complaint or pity's eall,

The long wail of the weak ayainat the sirong,
1i this one day were all?

And what were wealth with shame,
The vanity of office, i])1-inle of caste,
Tie winey sparkle of the babble fame,

It this day were the laat ?

Ay, what were all day worth
‘Ware there no lookiog backward or before—
It every Unman life that drops to earth
ere lost for evermore ?

Baot each day iz & link
Of days that pass and never pass away :
For memury and hope—to live, to think—
Eaeh is our only day.

JEROME K. JEROME DN CATS.

NoTE an old Tom, elinking home in the early morping,
after 8 night spent no & roof of bad repnte. Can you pie-
ture to yourseli B living creature lesa eager to atiract at-
tention? * Dear me,” you can all but hear it saying to
iteell, ¢ 1'd no idea it wa2 20 late; how time goes when one
is enjoying ouneself? 1 do bope I shan't mest unyone I
know—very awkward, it being 2o light.”

In the distance it sees s policeman, and au—,?s suddenty
within the shelter of a shadow., *Now, what's he doing
there,” it says, *and elose to our door, too. I can’t go in
whils he's bangiog about.  Hu's sure to see nnd recognise

me ; and he’s Just the sort of man to telk to the servants.’

It hides iteelf behind a post and waits, peeping cantiously
reund the corner f-on time to sime.  The policeman, how-
ever, seems to huve takea up his residence ao that particular
spok, and the cat becomes worried and excited.

* What's the matter with the foul ' it motters, indig-
nantly ; ‘is he dead? Why don’tbemoveon® He'sslwavs
telling other people to. Siopid gss 1’ - B

Just then a far-off ery of * Milk’ is heard, and the cat
starte np in an agony of alarm.  * Great Scost, hark at that |
Why, everybody will be down before I get in. Well, 1
can't help it. I 1nust chance it,* -

He glances rpund at bimsell, and hesilatea® *[ wonldn't
mind if I dido'c look so dirty and untidy,” he musea;
* people are ro prone to think evil in this world.’

¢ Ah, well,” he adds, giviog himsell a shake, * there’s no-
thing else for it ; I muwss trust in Providence, it's pulled e
through before ; here goes.’

He assumes ao aspect of chastened sorrow, and trots

along with a demnre and saddened step. It is avident he
wighes 1o convey the ides that he has been out all pight
on work connected with the Yigilance Asaociation and is
now returning bome sick at hoart because of the sights he
has seen,
. He equirms in, uonoticed, through a window, and has
joet (ime to give himeelf & hurried lick down befors he
aeark tha cook’s step on the stairs. VWhen she enters the
kitchen he is eurled up on the hearthrug, fast asleep. The
opening of tha shutters awsakes him. @ rises and comes
forward, yawniog and strelching bimself.

* Dear me, is it moiniog then? le aays drowsily,
* Heigh ho ! 1've had auch a Jovely aleep, cook ; and such
a beautiful dream about poor mother,’

Cutal do you call them? Why they are Christiaos in
in everything except the number of lega,



THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIO

7

verinysons’ gasﬁ Poems

¥ the unmerous appreciationa of Tennyson that
have appeared durisg she lgat month or a0, no-
shiog in the work of Lhe late Lacreate has been
0 much remarked as the variety of its contenta
—nu variety specially notable in the case of so
finisbed an artist. The small volume which
haa juat héen jnsued, seema to present ‘in litile a coricusly
faithful image of Ltha whole work of which |t:ia t.ll’e epilogue
ss well aa 1he epitome * The Leath pf 'Encne’ ix cne of
thore clamric monclogusas (& form originnlly' !nvenb_ed h]:
Landnr in the * Hellenica’) of which the exquisite 'I(hnone'
af 1832 is perhaps the moat famoun, aa i; is certaioly nne o
tlfle mr-l.p‘hens:ifnl. *St. Telemachaos® and * Akbar’a
Direain” might be 1, after a f " w!r.h nqch
pieces ma * 5t Simeon Svylites” and ! Lueratins,’ in which
the monotogue and short narrative poem deal with graver
themen of religion and philosophy. ¢ The Bandit's 1yeath
sand ' Charity,’ in their diiferent ways, belong to t,‘he series
of little ballad tragedies of whick ‘Rizpab' is the
suprome example, * The Churchwarden and the Curate
in & dislect poem after the manner of * The Northern,
Farmer.” *The Dawn® and 'The_Making of Man
have scmething in ¢ommon with™ both the temper
apd the form of seme of the fiercar parts of * Mand
and the more prophetic partn of * Locksley Hall.” A voice
spake ont of the skies’ recalls tbe earlier lilt, * Flower in
I:Ee erannied wall;' there is a dedieation to the Mutgr of
Balliol, which reminda one of the hnes to the Eev. 1'_. D.
Manrice ; there is, finally, one of the otficial piecen in a
brief lanent on the death of the Duke of Clarence. Buch
variety in the work of a poet past eighty is itself enough to
give extraordinary interest to a volume bolding such “in-
fivita riches in & little rovn..” That any of the work pob-
lished now can seriousty compete with the earlier verse
which it recalla is not to be expected. Much of it gives the
effect of a careful tracing rather than of ao ariginal design.
But the pattern choesen is generally a beautiful one, and
the tracing ia done with admirable art. .
The poem on (Eoene ia dedicated to the Master of Balliol
in some graceful atanzas:
[lear Master in our elassic tawn,
You, laved by all the younger gown
There at_Halliol,
Lay your Plato for one minate down,

Anpnd read a Grecian tale re-told,

W hich ¢aat in later Grecian mould,
uintus (‘alaber

Somewhat lazily handled of ald ;

And an thiy white midwinter duy —
Far have the far-oft hymus of May,
her melodies,

All her inrmonier echo'd away I—

Tao-day, before you turn again

To thonghta that life the soul of men,
Hear my cataract’n

Lownward thunder in hollow and glen,

Till, led by drcam and vagne desire,

The weman. gliding toward the pyre,
Find her warrior

Stark and dark in his funcral fice.

The story of (Emone’s death folluws. in the niain, the
version "somewhas lazily bandled’ by (nintus Smyroreus
in the tenth hook of his tirerome epic.  T'o tEnone, dream-
ing of the Paris once * beaitteous as a god,” comen Paria,
“lame, cronked, reeling, livid,” and prays her_ to l'!enl t_he
poironed wonad of which he ia dying. Bhe Lids him die;

be goes from her, & shadow ainking ioto the mist; and
oat of the vague tarror of a dream she wakens beneath the
atarn,
‘What star conld burn so low 1 not Hion yet.
W hat Llight was thereT She roso snd rlowly down.
By the lang torrent’s ever-deepen'd ronr.
Paced, followink. as in trance, Lhe silent cry.
Mhe wiked a bird of prey that scream'd and pased ;
Bho roused a crnake thut hissing writhed away ;
A panther surang acrosx her tasth, ahe heard
The whriek of xonie lost life among Lthe pines,
" But whi:n whe gnin'd the border vale, and =aw
The ring of faccs ruddened by the flames
Enfehling that durk body which had Inin .
U4 old in her embrace, punfed ana then ask'd
Falteringly. * W ha lies on yonder pyre ¥
Hut every man war nute for reverence.
Then moving quickly forward il the beat
Hmote on her braw, sl lifted up A volce .
{X shrill coonmand, * Whe butns upon the pyre T
W hareon thoir oldest and their boldest xaid,
“He:. whom thou wouidst not herl!” snd all at once
The morning light of happy marriage broke
Thro' ali the vlouded years of widowhood,
And muifling up her comety head and crylog
" Hnesbund 1" she leapt upon the funeral pile,
And mixed herself with him and past in fire.

Tu *He Telemachur* we have the story of ths hermit
throngh whose death—a voluntavy martyidom—the gladi-
atorial fights were put an end to at Kome. The story is
told brielly, pointedly, with admirable art, yet, after all,
coldly, withont a thrill. It bas beantiful passages—this,
for instance, telling of the anchorite in his desert, and of
the call to Rome : =

And once a flight of shadowy fighters croat.

The disk, and once. he thonght, A shape with winga

Carne awesping by him, and painted 16 the West,

And at his ear he heard a whisper ' Rome’

Aod in his heart he cried, * The call of (lod '

And calt'd arose, and slowly plunging down

Thro’ that dizaxtrous glory. sct his face

By wastc and tleld and town of alien ionguc,

Follewing a hundred sunsets, and the xpheTe

M weatward-wheeling stars ; nnd every dawn

Struck fromn him hik own shadow oo to Rome,
The decorative qualities of the poem have much of the old
heauty : but ic lacks humanity, the touch of nature
‘Akbaras Dream’ is a monolvgue spoken by the great
Mogul Empernar, 1 whose tolerance ol religion &nd abbor-
rence of religious persecation put our Tudors to shame '-—to
quote fion the eight pages of notea which accompany the
luurteen pagen of verte. The poem is somewhat aiter the
madel of Browning ; but it has pot Lthat mastery of material,
that skill in groupiog, which we find in ail Browning's
monologuea. It ia not really interesting, and is requires the
eight pages of notes. Does any really successful poem re-
quire notea?! The style, too, is somewhat rugged and on-
even ; as in this curious passage, for instapce : —

Il every single star
Should shirlek its cluitn * I onty am in heaven,
w h{ that, were auch yphicre-mnsic as the GGreck
Had hardiy dreamert of. There is light in all,
And light with more ar lexs of shade, in all
Man-modes of worship; but our Uluma,
Who ' silting on green sofas contemplate
The torent of the dumn'd ' niready, Lthese
Are llke wild brittes new-caged - the parrower
‘The enge, the moro their fury.

To ‘ The Bandit's Deathand * Charity® we get some of
the human feeling which we have noted as lacking in * St.
Telemachus.” Buth are written in the metre of * Rizpah,’
that fine Hexible long line which Tennyson haa fashioned to
such wonderfally expressive uses. * The Bandit's Wife " is

& version of s story told by Seott in bis Inst jouroal, and it
in dedicated o Scott in foor rather bad lines, historically
intereaiing, no doubt, sa & record of literary sy mpathy.
* Charity * is a striking episude of wmodern
1elis 10 & man, who is offering Ler*

and laces and
ewela, and never a ring for the bride,” the stery of her love
lor another, how he deceivad her, how he married an hoirens,
sod how after his death in & railway collision the widow
came Lo her:--

she;n}:gnu:n. she nuraed me, she fod me, she sat day and night
T l{mjnyluuu birthdsy cams of a boy born happily dead.

And her_ name ! what was 1t? T ask'd her. She said with a sudden
Oon I?e:‘;ntienl. fmen * My dear, I will toll you before I go.”

And I when t tearnt it at last, 1 ahriek'd, 1 aprang from my semi.
I wept. and I kiss'd her hands, F Hung nyself down at har [

And we pray'd together for Aim, for Aim who had given her Lhe
name.
Bhe bax laft me enough to live on. I need no wagen of schama.

Hhe died of & fever causht when s nurse ln & hoapi tal ward.
Sthi.:’zar'.dl"h in Lhe Heaven of Heavens, sho in fara to face with her

And he reennot her like anywhero in th[ufillluﬁs world of ours £
I'bave told yoiu nay wle. det ¥Ou gone. AmMdreaslng her grave
Gwors.

In * Kapiclani,' and the piecea which immediately follow
it, we Lind ourselves in quite another atmosphere. * Kapio-
Jani’ (the name of a chisftainers who won the cause of
Christinpity in the Sandwicl Lslapds * by openly defying
the piests of the terrible goddess Peeli:") is a curiuns
metrical study—extremely long and extremely short dacty-
lic lises, rhymeless except for the somewhat bazarduis
rhyme of * Hawa-i-ee.’” Hazardous slan is the third line in
li;m opening stanza of & very fervent piece called ' The

awn ' :—

Red of the Dnwn |
Serrams of a babe in the red-hot palmas of & Motoch ot Tyre,

Man wlth bix brotherless dinner o man in the ropicat wood.
Privats In the name of the Lovd pnxaing souls theo' fire to the thre,

Head-hunters and boats of Dahomey that foat upon huuau

bloud !

These experiments oo rthyme, or rhythm, and on the dia-
cretions of poetical style are somewhat frequent in Lord
Tennyson's new volunie. They do not seem 1o um to be
uniformly successful, and there are, ocensionally, lioes
which are very hard to ecan. No fewer than three poema,
it is corious 10 note, are written in the form of Omar Khay-
yam's quatraio, but in long lines. It is only vceasionally
thak we get a really simple metre ; bot, en it happens, vne
of the most. charming and original poems in the v urne, the
hannting livtle Jyric “ The Wabderer," is wiilten in the
simplest of all measures :—

The gleam of household sunkhine ends,
herc no longer can 1 rest;
Farewo!l!—You will not speak, my friendy,
Uniriendly of your parted guest.

© well for him that finds & friend,
Or makes A friend where'er ho voine,
And loves the world from ond to und,
And wanders on from home to home!

(& happy he, and fit to live,
tin whoem a happy home has power
To make him trust his tife, ..m?’:m.
1134 feaily Lo the halcyon hour!

I count you kind. T hold you true ;
But what nnhv follow, who enn toll 1
@ive mea hand and you —and you—
And deem me gratoeful, and farowali!

So ennfidently, with auch happy asaurnnce, evnld Tenny-
som speak of lite. How conlidenily he looked forward o
dleath, lev this pusm—which might well be the epilogue of a
life—agsure us :—

Will my tiny spark of being wholly
vanish in your deeps snd beighig 1

Standish and Preece.

CHRIRTCHURCH EN FETE.

Cathedral S8guars on & hollday.)

photo, CAristeAurch.

Must. my day be dark by reasun, () yo
Heavena, of your bonndjesa nighix,

Rush of Sunx, and roll of AFalems, and
¥our Hexy clash af meteurites #

*Splrit. nearing yon dark portal at Lhe
Hmit of thy liniman state,
Fenr nut thou the hidden purposs of
_that power which aloue 14 greal,
e Kor the my riad world, tis shadow, por
” the silent opener of the Gnte,”

{-.The volunie contains nothing
1o uhis kind quite so atriking as
the *Crossing the Hur’ requiem ;

bt it inclvdes the besatifol * Silent
Voices,' which is Likely to be
Blinost a= popolar.

"The Death of (Fnone, Akbarw
Dream, and OUther Pocins, 3y Alred
bard Tennyson., (London  Macwitiun
wnd o, Je2)

CARRYING OUT THE WiLL.

* I nEAK that rieh nacle of yours is
desd and butied, Terence

*Ha i, Miles.”

*And what sort of n will was
that he made? The idea of leav-
ing inAtrnctions to have £7,600
Luried with him !  Agd you wers
the executor

*Faith, that T was."

! And did yon follow out the pro-
virinna of the will v

*1 did Lhat.*

* Ard wos it gold you put in the
coftin ¥

* 1L was not.’

*Nilver?

* Devil & haporth.’

*Paper money ¥

* Nut & whit.’

*And what then ¥

Huaie 1 sigued & cheque pay.
able tor the sinount, kad sinck it 1o
hiin sk when they closed the lid."
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WAIFS AND STRAYS.
—— e —

Wispos, says Javenal, frequently conguem fortune. -
Silence {a a virtne in thase who are deficient in onder-
standing.
Obedienes tn daty, at all costa and risks, is the very
essencs of Lhe highest civilised life

We have all of ue, sncored Hochefoucsold, suifisient
strength to bear the misfuriunen of others.

Famie is like 's river that braveth mp light things and
drowns thase that are weighty and solid. -BaCox.

An we pity the blind and lame, no those who are blinded
and meimed in the facolties which are sapreme should be
pitied.

* The holiday #pirit is an all-pervading one,’ remarked &
father, ma he buught his lictle boy & sixpeony toy ; * but it
cuoata mooey."

We suppose that the only real pleasure that can be felt by
the callector of antique fucniture ir to realize how upcom-
furtably somelody else used to live,

Tuere are three classes into which all the women past
neventy that ever 1 knew were tn be ditided :--1. That
dear old soul; 2 That old woman; 3. That old witeh, —
COLERIUGE.

The truly great mao is he who does not loee his child.
heart. He dues not think beforehand that his words shall
Le sincere, or that his activon ahsll be resolute ; he simply
always alides in the right.

AN0UT SNAPPISHNESS.—Married couples that ¢oo as bar-
montuusly as ringioves in public are sumetimes mere snap-
ping-turties Lebhiod the scenen.  Mrs Candle, according to
her own aceount, was a2 mild as a zephyr fn socicty, but
she was a white squall in a nightgown when she *taroed
in.' Her leetures were all *ansp,’ sod it is surmised thau
the whole celebrity they acquired when printed was wainly
attributable to the force and aceoracy with which they il-
luatrated the experience of thousande of married men. Tn-
fortunately for the peace of families, all bnsbands ate not
Caudles, Some of the persecuted-—perhapsa the majorivy vt
Lthem—instead of taking refope in assumed deafuess, recort
violenily, and hence dumestic temnpests lisice and frequent.
This is bad, A mild answer Larneth away wrath, aud ab-
solute silence generally covls if ic does mot extiuguish it.
we euggest the former as the best remedy. Husbands
shanld be tonsideiate. Their helpmeets have much to try
their tempere. The home departinent is not an Eiysiow; as
the * man of the honse * would lind to his sorrow if be were
w try it fur a singte day.

Anour ALPHABETS. —[t isn’t always a hard thiog te
lears the alphabet, nur on the other baud, is it alwayu easy.
it all depends upun the country you were born in aud the
size of the alphabet used there whether it comes hard or
enxy. To those of you who koow unly one alphabet—tihe
one Lhat contains 26 lettars from A tv Z —this sounds like
an absurd surt of thing to say; but in reality it is not.
The Sandwich Island boy, whu has only his own alphalet
to learn, has a much easier time getting his lessons than
moet of us have, for his alphater contains but 12 letters,
while the Fthiopic and Tartiarian boy —poor felivws !—have
ta learn 202 letiers before they can truthfully say Lhat they
know their alphabet. Other alphabets have letters as fol-
luw: The Burmese, 19 ; the ltalian, 20 ; the lizagalese, 2I
the Helrew, Hyriac, Chaldee, Bamaritan, and Latin, 22
each ; the Freoch, 23; the tireek, 24; the Geiman and
Duteh, ke our own, 26; the Bpanish and Sclavonie, 27
each ; the Arabic 28; the Persian apd Coptic, 32; the
tieprgian, 35: the Anwcenian, 38: the Huwian, 41; the
Muaseuvite, 43 ; the Sansciit and Japanese, 50 ; and, tinally,
the Ethiopic and Tartarian, a3 we Lave already secun, 202,

A DaNGEROUS CONSPIRATOR —Probably no well-mean-
ibg puet was ever more taken by eurprize than was M.
I'cchunteé, a gentle and mild maanered Frepch dramatist
of the 17th centary, wiio was one day arrested for high
treason s he was peacefully eating his dinner at a village
inn. The landlurd of the ino where he was in lhie habit of
dining discovered on & tahle a piece of paper on which were
writlen some uaintelligible plirases, and below, in a plain,
bLold hand, * Here [ will kill the king." The landlord con-
sulted with the chief of potic .  Cleaily this clue to a con-
spiracy ought to be followed up. The person who had left
the puper bind already been remsi ked for his alsent air and
¢leamiog eye.  That man was Péchantié.  The chief of
police instructed the landlord to send for him the next time
the copspirator came to dinner. When 1échantié waa
shown the evidence ef his guilt ha forgot the anful chaige
against bim, and exclaimed, * Well, 1 am glad tu see thac
paper. | have looked everywhere furit.  Ie is part of a
wagedy I am wiitivg ; it is 1the cliniax of my best scene,
where Xero is to be Killed. 1t comes in bere; let e read
o yuu,’ and he took a Lhick manusecript from his pocket.
* Mousieur, you may finish your dinner and your tragedy in
peace,” anid the chicf of police, and he beat 8 hasly 1etieat.

COXCENT EXPERIENCES, —A prominent singer, who began
liis cureer io guving cuncerts abuut the cvuntry, has sume ex-
travrdinary experieuces in lowns where such eatertainments
were ol rare vecurience. Uue night, when be was persist-
ently applanded, he retoroed 1o sing a secund 20pg, ot was
warprised by a cteutorian voice from the audience : * Uh,
we don's want nothin’ new ! Bing the fuest piece uver again
At gnother time the swudience was to wildly appreciative
that jt refuted to coosider the concert at an epd, and
vamoured loudly for * just ope mure.” It was givep, and
thep another demanded. Patience failed the zinger
at this Jwing, and he begged his manager to yo befura
the cariains and stale Lhat he really was uoable t¢
sigg any mere. And thus was the siatement worded ;
* Ladies and gentlemen, Mr Mattin cant wing oo mure to-
pight. Me can't, honert, His wind's give ouv I' A similar
*lory comes {rom another :iager, whe could mot rehain
trom telling it, slihough her 7 year old piece, 8 fartidivus
little lady, proponnced it * oot & very pretty slory, auntic 1
The lady bad been taken ill alter vullng sowea gecuctioa uf
aneient fubster at the hotel, apd sent her manager word

that she 1eally could ool siog.  He sceordingy ap}-ennd
belure the disnppoinled audience, and aovnoutces : ° Ludies
and geptlewew, Mira Merjiam asin't heie to pight.  She

coulda t cowe. Bhe aw’t in BL ciicumsiarces 1o ripg.
She's eat suine bad lubater,.and it's troubliog her I°

/EEG]ZSF AND BOO@.

MR LU MAURIKL.

T coloniala chiefly know Mr Genrge T Maurier
thraugh the pages of Fuuch, in which he weekly
satirizea Lthe manneis and enstoms of London

society. It may be thonght, therefore, that he ia mis-
placed under the heading of this colump. DBat all wle
have read ' Peter lhbetson,' a very quaiot and decidedly
clever novel, witll admit that the well-known arlist bhas a
right to be dobbed a bookman. He is, moreover, at pre-
sent engaged on mnother novel, which will, his friends
hope, make liis name as fauous in connection with the pen
29 it bas been with Lhe peacil. Mr Du Maarier has a great
advantage in beinog alle to illustrate his own books. The
iliustrator is too often a% utter variance with the wiiler,
and niost readers af fiction must have time and again mar-
velled at the apparent utter inability of ihe artist Lo grasp
what pictare the author meant to call up. 8o wuei. ia this
the case Lhat illnstrated books are generally detested by
imaginative people, who sulfer acutely when their ideal of
the hero is rutblessly slaughiered by some rilluinvus pic-
ture.

W

LoveRs of Dickens whose appelite Jor reminiscences is
unsatiable, will read with delight the pew memoirs of the
great master by Misa Maimie [ckens, his danghter,

DICKENS wad the man who was always in time. Un-
punctuality, indeed, wes #4e sin againet Dickens —* There
mever exisied, I think, in all the world, & wore thorooghly
tidy or methodical creature than was my father. He was
tidy in every way—in his great, generons, and noble mind,
in his hendsome and graceful ferson, ip his work, in keep-
ing his writing-table drawers, in his large correspondence—
in fact, in his whole lile. 1 i1emember that my sister and I
occupied a little garret room in Devonshire Terrace, at the
very top of the houee. He had taken the greatest pains
and eare to make the room as pretty and eomfuvrtable for
his two litile daughters as it could be made.

*EvEN in thnee early days he made & point of visiting
every room in the house once each morning, and if & chgir
wers out of its place, or & blind not guite straight, or’ s
eramb left on the Hoor, woe betide the offender. And then
his pnnctuality [ It was almoet frightlul to an unpunctual
mind ! This again was aunother phase of his extreme
tidineas ; it was mlso tha outcomes of his excessive thought-
fulness and evnsideration for others, Hin eympathy, also,
with all pain nod saffering made him quite iovalvabls in &
sick-roon.  {Joick, active, sensible, bright And eheery, and
sympatbetic to a degree, he would seize the *'case” ab once,
Kknowing exaelly what to do, and doir.’

Miss DICKENS cortects the imprestion that her father was -

» gourmet who cobstantly revelled in deinty dishes ;—*Jn
very many of my father's books there are frequent refer-
ences to delicious meals, wogderinl dioners and more mar-
vellons dishes, steaming bowls of punch, ewe., which have
led many to believe that he was a man very fond of the
table. And yet | think no niore abstemions man ever lived.
fa the * Gad's Hill” days, when the house was full of
vieitnrs, he had a peculiar notion of slways laving the
menit for the day’s dioner placed on the sideboard at
luncheon time. And then he would dizcuss every ilem in
Lis fanciful humoious way with bis guerts, much to thia
effect : ** Cock-a-Jeekie ? (Sood, decidedly good. Fried noles
with shiimp eance? tiocod again. Croquettons of chicken?
Wenk, very weak ; decided want of imagination here,” nnd
&0 on ; and he would apperently bo eo taken up with the
merite or demerita of & menn Lhat one wight imagine hs
lived for wothing but the coming dinser. e had & emall
It healthy appetite, but was remarkably abstemivus both
ib eating snd diinkiog. He was delightful as & hoat, earing
individually for e¢ach guest, and bringing the wspecial
rpualitiey n{ each intu full potice and promivence, putting
the very shyeat mt his or ber esve, making the bert 0 the
woat humdenn, and never Lthrustirg himeclf forward,’

was displaced. - -

- vil and drjed with a woollen eluth.

]
- SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.

- et ————

HEHCULITE, a new, French explosive, in a yellowish srey

powder, composed of sawdnst, camphor, nitraie of potash,
and soveral substanees that are kept secret. It cannot be
fired by sparks, flame, or detonation. At s trial, & hali.
pound charge of the compound was ipserted in & blast hole
sboat four feet in depih, tamped with sand and enrth, and
fired by m apecial igwiter. A olock of stone about 30 tona

"%  DIETETIC VALUSE OF CHERRIES.

The froit of the dps cherry is rich ip juice. OF 100 parta
betwess 70 and B0 gunsists of pure distilled water of natnre,
with over 18 parts of sugsr, and 2 of nualic acid.  Tha effect
of its jnice ie invalumble either in heaith or disense, and
when partakea of freely through the eeason, cannot fail o
purify the blood in & very marked mianner indeed. Iny
wholemenl bread and cherries doring the summer heata es-
pecially, will keep the bluod cool, and tone uwp the system
wore etfectually and nstarally than can be duoe by other
means. A complete change to a patural diet mays one
writer, ean only be mmade in the warm sesason. Ferhaps,
when cherriea ripes s & more suitable season than apy
other, No repast ean e moie simple, patural, and agree-
able. A fow cherrigm and a litile Lread sullice to repluce
the used-up tissue.” How pure and artistic, how in the
highest degree hamanising, is such & meal Soch,
diet as this is =an efteciual remedy for obesity,
besides being productive of health and atrength. For
the sedentary man the use of fresh fruits becomes a neces-
eity. Their acids are fuea to liver snd kindred cowm-
plaints, they dissolve the obstroctions which induce disense,
and, in one word, tend to prolong life. The cherry is re-
warkable for the fact that it generally contains more sugar
than most other English fruits, suine suthorities statiog ihe
sogar te be equal to 10 per cent. in folly-inatured dessert
cherriee. ln Uiermany the children of the fruitgrowers and
peasants nbsulutely live on bread and cherries in 1lie season,
and 1t i3 a fact that st this time they are eaid Lo enjoy
better healil and epirita than at any time of the year.

.

. . - -

SOMNAMBULISM.

Memory ia reeponsible for many of the phenomena of
sompambulism. A distinguished physician once dreamed
that he was listening to a remarkable piece of music per-
formed by some singers. He remembered the melody v
awakening, and was so delighted with it ibav he wrute iv
down. Several years afterwsrd, as he was turniog over
soine old sheets of mueic that he bad never seen befare—an
he thooght—he ¢came upon the very melody ba had dresmed,
He could not remember that ke hud ever seen or heard 1hia
meludy except in his dream, and 1 et it ia beyond doubt 1hat
he had beard it, that he had forgotten it, and that it had
Leen reproduced in his dream ip the manner recorded. A
servant girl, while in & eomoambulistic state, wrote down
the pages of an astronomical vreslise with caleulations and
delipeatione, It was found ihat this was taken from the
Encyclopredia Britannica which she said she had read in
the library. Bot when awake she could not recall a word
of it, [)s Boismont mentions th:e case of & widow who was
sued for & debt of her decensed hnsband, which she knew
was paid.  But she could not tind the receipt. Greatly dia-
turbed, she went to bed and dveamed that her husuand
came to her and eaid that the receipt was in a velvet bag in
a hidden drawer in his desk. This was foond on waking Lo
ba the case. U course, she had kouwn of the hiding, bog
had forg . The physiol Burdach was told coe
morning that his wife had been seen Lhe night before walk-
ing on the roof of the chureh, He took the opportunity at
her pext eleep to guestion her, when she gave & fall ac-
connt of her proceedings, and mentioned baving huart her
left fuot by a bail on the reof. When awake ehe was asked
about the wonnd in her foot, but conld give no explanation.
Instances of thia sort seem 10 show Lhal we possess a latent
memory, the contenta of which partially return in dreams,
sometimes with and often without recollection.

WHAT ALL SHOULD KNOW.
When the brillianey of your diamends is dimmed or your
gold oroaments become 1arnished it is nol necessary tu

hozry oft tothe jeweller. With s little care and attenticn
you may restors 1heir beanty and save delay and snnoyance.

" With » good nail l'rosh sod & box of bran you may do

wondere.  Carefully brosh the diamonds with soapsuds and
rinse in cologne water. Thea place them in the box of Lran
abd shake them thoroughly. You will be sarprised at the
brillinney ihey will acquire. By drawiog a elip of tissue
paper throogh the intersitices of rings or brooches, yon can
reiuove any particles of bran which away adhere to 1he orna-
ments.  Luc stones should never be wiped after being
washed. Hinse and place in sawdnost woul they are quuae
dry. 1f your upals have been scratched, you can reoew
their polish by 1obbing with oxide of tin ar putty spread
on & chamois skin and moistened. Afterwards jolish
with powdered chalk sand then wash the opal with
a solt brush, Amber, when tarnished, rhould be
rubbed with pulverised ebalk and waler; then with olive
Pearls may be kept
from 1arnishing Ly shutting them upina box of ashwoud,
Gold srnaments abould be washed iz svapanda and rinsed in
pure water. Cover wilth sawdust and Jeave until quite dry,
ihen rab 1them with a chamwois-akin. Silver liligtee orna-
nents when tarnished shuuld be washed in & weak colntion
of potash, then rinsed in a water composed of one part
ealt, cne of alum, two of salipetre four of water, Rinse
agsin in eold water and dry with a chamois ekin, Oxidised
silver should be cleaned with a selution of mulphuric scid,
upe part to foity parts of weter, Nickel apd miver miay be
kept Lright by being rubbed with & woollen eluolh satorated
in ammonia water. Jvory may be cleansd by rabliog with
a brush dipped in bot waler and then sprinkied and rubbed
wikth bi-carbonate of soda,

FIYH & Book of the Season: 'FRANK MELTON'S LUCK.
Price One Shilling. Al Bookeellers,
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GUM DIGGING IN NEW ZEALAND.

1. At work ot & Kautl Forest Clearing., 2. Scraping the Gnm.
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THE HOLIDAY SEASON.:

t. Bome people went touring in the Soothers Alps. 2. While oth preferred the pl (or otherwise) of camping om the const. 3 Our Artist's littde holiday.
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CODKME —WHAT DOES IT MEAN ?

CoOKING means, ig 2very grade of ite application. from the
pyorost (6 (he richest, that the best nataral uee shall be
wade of the materiads employed ;: that the pecaliarities of
rach ome of them shall be Ievelnpa-l. pot distorted ; that
wheiber they be cheap or dear, c mrae or delicate, whether
the resali bé 4 prmwint’s broth of potatoss and leeks or &
sance for Laeallos, the diah prepared shall be jtaelf and
nothing ¢lse, with all the specinl characters that its elements
can be made to evolve by treatment intelligently devised
and carefully applied. The troe pational sses of
THER AKT oF (OOKEEY

do pot fie in its ncientific and expensive applications (if they
did, eookery woald be eloaod 10 all bat the rich;, bat in the
preparation, in & cottage or a palace, of every article of
food, whelber alone or in combination with otbers, in such
w fashion that it shall retain the individoality that natore
gare it, Lbe full essence that belongs thereio, Lhe propertien,
the aroms, the action on the palate Lhat are specific to
itself, and which ocoght to distinguizh each di-h from every
other. Bad cooks are woable to bestow this charucter on
1beir work; esch of their productions resembles every other
more or less, ia oiler copiradiciion to the fundamental law
that every di:h ahail be itell alone, with po echoe {rom
eisemhere. ¥When that result is obtained, pa matter where
or in what, in the simplest as ia the moss complheated work,
troe cookery has been applied.  In Eogland, howerer, the
distressing error prevails generally thax covkery implies Lthe

FABRICATION OF SWAGGEEING LISHES,

and that no one cin be a good eook who does not ae-
yuaintance with sach cvoerits. The Belgians and the
Giermans (especially the Souih (ermans), are probably at
thiv the nost improviog cooks in Europe, precisely
becaase they pereeive and apply the law of individuality,
which alone can give troe rarrety in eocokery. It ia becavse
it is not,"and eanpot be, applied when many contradictory
dishen are being prepared in the sanw kiteiien --each one in-
feeting the air wilh its own amell, eombiniog that smell
wilh the otbers, and furming in each dich a mixtore of
them all—that hotel and 1eatanrant cocking is generally so
detestable. The cabbage sonp of a cuttage {you way zee it
simmering all day in aluiosk every hut in France and Ger-
mAany) slews in pare air: ic jemains itself, nntoncted by,
anputlated by, the hondred damaging centacts of the at-
muwaphere of a great kitchen, and, for 1hat reason, all

TEBUE CRITICS OF COOKERY
will declare it to be a far more thorongh represeniative of

ibe frst principle of the a~t than any of the handred pdazs
sent mp from a reeking basemest 1a Parn. It is oo the
golden rule of simplicity and unity thaz ervery natioaal
systems of covkery shoald rest.  E wh system may differ as
wmuch ar it pleases i i details from the otders, provided
it agrees w1th them on that ome point. Iois by adbering
o that rebe that many Cootinenial wonees, despite the
comparstively limited maveriale ax their d , abiain
the truest and the m wt mumervus forns of ranety of fuod
while we, vow that we are beginming io oar tora to want
Turiety, are content to cblain ix, nok from enokery, but
from mere abundunce of sapply.

A FADED ROSE

1 TOUK up & bovk in & swilight room,
And from the leaves fell our a red 100e,
Sceotless and wicher'd in the dim grey gluony,
Wrapp'd with its tales of long ranish'd woes.
Glowing with beacty it once bloom d fuir,
Stalely and proad, on a beading bongh.
Queen of the Howers in Lthe sumuer air,
Ab, what & wraith iz left of it now !

The room fades into an old garden fair,
With winding nlleys and leafy trees

Perfain'd breezes laden Lhe sinmbrogs air,
And the sofi ¢rooning of humming bees.

“ Be true, my sweetheart,” a lover once said,
“For true am [ as the eky above

But ob, he is gune, and the days» are dead ;

here ia naugh lefs in the world to love !

The rores bloom fair on the red -rose tree,
In rcented wreaths hang the twining vioe,
And the ghost of a day has come back 1o me,
1n the faint pale sheen of white moopsbine.
Botak ! What is thi=? °Tia s wvaiee, a call?
And love bas come back from days of yore —
Love, with his beaaty, with hia tales, with all,
Bux Lhe rose eaid, * He is bere no more
1 awake froir wy dream in the dosk of day,
With the faded rose in the twilight roons,
Dead as the past as the swallows own lay,
And dark as my beart ip its shronded gloom.
Never for me will 1he red roses twine
Around the tree in the sweet old way,
Never the aama droop the clasters of vine,
For dead a5 this 10:¢ is my heart o-day.

MACNIFICENT JEWELS.

THE fizest pear] in existence is one which the French Lravel-
lor Tuvervier aold in Lhe sevenleenth cenlory o the Sash
for £108 000, anil whaich ia 57Ul Lthe property of the Persian
Croen  The Jmanm of Mnowat pussrsses u peart of 123
carals, prufectiy transpareat, which i estinated at £32,000 ;
while 1te Princews Yuussoop Jf hans ons still mare valasole,
which fonuarly belonsed 10 Pailip | V. of Spiin, whao baoght
it im 162) lor 85,020 Jucats Lwo XV[L has s pear! which
has fue over a teatory been in the Valicas, aod which e
waloed ar £156,000

With regard o peird necklaces, that of 1he Empress
Frederick, eomposwed of thiitv-iwo pearls, is ralaoad at
£ 000, which 1 abial £3000 more than the appraisad
valoe of the () 10en’s neek] wee of pink pearis, atf coe lime
exhibited amung the Crown jewels atthe Toser. Bironess
tinstare de Kibnsehild bas & necklace with five rowe of
pearls, which is worth £10 000, and her cousio, Buooess
A folphe, has oae siill mwe valuible, both ladies addny tu
sbhein whea & really hoe pearl comes into 1be marker  [he
Empress of assia bad a necklase of pearls with seven rows,
bas the stones are ¢ ashiered not W be quite so hine, while
the tivand Lrichess Marie of Kawia bas a necklace wiLh six
rows worth £30 000

With regard to the mnst celebrated diamonds, snch as
the Ksgent, the Sncy, the Kobinoor, ete, the first named
has for Lhe last five years beer un view at the Loasre, snd
is estimiied ak £125 000 ; while the Sapcy, after bhaving
belonged to the I'incess Paal Demidol, passed into the
hands of Sir Jamsetjee Jejheeboy, of Kiulay, who gave
£2),000 for it. The Urdo, originally booghs fcr £36 000
Ly the Fiioce of 1bat nanie as a present fur the Einpress
Catherice 11., is now amung the Enssian Crown jesels;
while among the Ausinan Crown jewels is the Fiorentin,
valued at £104000; while the lisjsh of Guleonda (from
w henee origioaliy came the Freach K-geot) has the Xizam,
valoed ax 1220,000, ancther Iodiaa li4jth owning the S.ar
of the %uth, f.r which ke paid £160,000

The Great Moguol, which the Shab of Persia named
Deriai, or ¢ U} :ean of Lizht,” has never been valoed, Lut the
largess dismnond of ail belongs to the Hajsh of Matam, in
the island of B raeo, who declined an otfer from Lthe Jtuleh
Lirvernment of two warships and £32 000 in spec Kwng
Charles of Purtugnl has a very fine dismoad, weighing 205
rarata; and the Fiunpress Eugenie, who has sold 53 many
of her jwels, akill has & comh 1o diawonds maid to be on-
tivailet for luatre, and a great length of rioe and frnis de-
signs dooe in dianeonds, which are of darz'ing Lbeanty when
woern at night.

INDISPUTABLE
EVIDEXCE of SEPERIORITY

DR. REDWO0D, Pa.D., F.C.S., F.IL.C

* My analytical and practical exp2r-
“ence of PEARS SOAP now extends

i have found it
matckless for the
kands and complexion

“aver a very lengthened periol—nearly

“fifty years- during which time

“ ]| have never come across
“another TOILET SOAP

“which so closely realises

“ my ideal of perfection;

% its purity is such that it may be uszd
ths
s tenderest and most sensitive skin —

“ EVEN THAT OF A NEW BORN

“with perfect confidence upon

“BABE.”

Since using Pears’
Soap | lave discarded
all others.
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AND LADIES' JOURNAL.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 1852

TICLDE, horrors, sudden deaths, and calamities, are,
S according to rele, the groesome and unsavoury story
of the haliday weeks and what is known as the “ fes_
tive season.’ Christmas after Christmas, New Year after
New Year, the columuos of the daily papers, after suspend-
ing operations fur & few brief honrs, reappear replete with
cales of hnman vice and misery, glutved with horrors, and
pletborie with storier of rulering from all parcs of the
glube, sa that the legend ' Peace mpon earth, goodwill to
men," appears neither more nor less than s convenient
butt for the sneeriog witticiam of the cynical unbeliever
and dart of the agunostie.  Death, hand in hand with Saota
Claua, woald form a fitling cartoon for the week, and the
breath of the * valley of the shadow ’ is on cur faces at the
threshold of the new year. The boating calansities are large
after any public holiday, bat it is daring the Couristmas
vacation that fatslities of other descriptiona seem: ®o
specially pnrnlent.

The roicide of Me bmbhmg, & mosie master and well-
known zociety man in Auckland, op Christmas moraing, has
cavsed almoat greater anrprise than sensation. for there
seeni= at it sight to have heen bat the most flimsy and
unsubstantial motive for an act which religion and law have
designated as a crime.  Alfter such an event people invan-
ably remember ngmnbers of small circumstances aod
characteristics which seem to have pointed clearly and in-
exorably to the accomplished result. These reminiacences
must bot be oo serivnaly regarded, since it is oxnly human
natare to waoconscicusly exaggerate and embroider sach
thingas, and in such coonection to merge faney inte
faer.  Sn far as the facts bronght out at the inquest
are concerned, the unfortunate nian zoughs voluntary death
for the simple reason he himself has given—that he was
tired of life There ia no reason te soppose that he was
gravely embarraased finantially, or that he was suffering
from fear of detection mnd exp the most f
eanses of euicide. He soifered, o 'tis said, from Lita ol de-
pression, but this may be said of au enormons percentage
of the human race who never dream of suicide. There is
no solid ground for snppoeing fur one instant that this life was
taken fur any other reason than that its owner was weary
of it, and saw no reason why he should longer endure what
hid become dmmsteful to hu:n

Thia case is not mereaver A singular cne.  Un the contrary
itis atype of snicide becoming year by yearmorecommon, ad-
vancing,assuicideas a wholeadvances, in direct ratiowiththe
progressof civilizationand the spread of education. Thestate-
meat is sufficieatlystartling, bot most thinking menhavelong
siace recognised it ma a truism.  Statistics prove beyond
the poasibility of question that the freqnency of snicide in
civilised commanities shows a growing and uniform increase,
sy that generally voluntary death since the beginning of
the century has increased, aml goes on increasiog more
rapuly than the geonwetrical angmentation of the popuola-
tion nnd of the general mortality. From 1851 to 1360 the
yeurly suicides in England wera 65 per million of the popn-
lation ; froma 1871 to 1877, 67 per million; sod in the two
years from 1885 o 1887, 80 in the millicn. Tao Austiia for
the same perinds, the rising scile is still more terribly
rap d, the jump being from 45 to 122, and then to 155.

Marselli, in hia atagdard work on soicide io tha Interna-
tivnal Neience Serien, says : “ liis those conntries which pos-
sewe & higher standard of general culture which farmish the
largest contingent of volantary deaths. Although some-
timea great ditferences may be observed in degree of instroe-
sion, bot equal intensity ia the saicides, yet the geographi-
eal dintribution of these violent deaths goes, in & geoersl
way, putri piarn with instruetion. The Germinaic people ara
the moat culiivated of all Enropean pations, and the rate in
Fraokiort in 344 in the milli~a; iln Hio Janelro ia South

' America it is but 60. Apgainst this tomsy & carions excep-

- tiom {about the oaly one) which shows the perceniags in

London to be low and de¢creniing compared with the popn-
lation. In 51 to ‘60 it was 100 in the million, no= it is less
than 80. Thisis, bowever, contrary to the resalt in all other
cities.

+ What better, what more conclosive proof of the direct
telation between suicide and general coltore can we
have than that drawn from the contemporary intreaswe of
the former in civilized conntries step Ly step with the Iatter?
The increase of madoess advances,’ Morselli relontlessly
goes on, * with that of edueation, and it is not sorprizing that
the same oecars with regard to smicide Broad asserted
many years ago that it was posaible to dedoce the average
of eell.soaght deaths in & given cnnntry from the namber of
pnpila in the poblic sehools. He was contirmed in this
opinion by Balbi, who puhblished lengthy stazistics, of which
we quote two instances.  In 1863 63 the scholars beiog per
handred 5 44, the smnicides per million were 292; in 1877
the scholars had increased to 7445, and the saicides 10 306,
Nar is this ail ; the periodical press is, so it is claimed, the
surest expreasion of general cultore and education, and it
can be clearly proved that here, too, the tendency to sai-
cide increazes in direct ratin with the number of periodicals
published in a country.”

The explanation of this is, of course, that the cause
of soicide in eivilized commonities is invariably mental
strain, and that mental strain will natorally increase with
education, which breeds new desires, new ambiticns and
consequently new worries and anxieties. Those who care
to go farther into the guestion to verify onr Gignres and
atudy this particalar branch of the question eannot do
better than consult Morselli's work.

The whole atatistics of avicide are, in fact, most curions
and of great interest and importance  Most people have
a very nataral impression Lhat the predilection towarda
snicide would be more severe im winter than at any other
season, the gloomy weather, doll days and depreesing at-
waosphere all seeming mare likely to tend that way than
the bright epring and summer weather. The exact op-
posite is the case. Suicide is mare common in the snmmer
in all countries of the world except Norway and Holland,
where the apring sea=on is the most fatal. The changes of
temperature in summer are far wmore sudden, and this
has, according to Morselli, & vast amount to do with it, 1In
connection with this, by the way, it is impossible notto reflect
how much the freqnent and andden chaoges in the weather,
which have daring the last few weeks arcosed naiversal
comment in Anckland, had to do with the death of the
yonng masic master on Christmas morsing.

The regularity of the smicide seasons and the menthly dis-
tribntionofsvicideistoo great for it 1o be attribated to chance
or haman will. Aa the pumber of violent deaths can be pre.
dicted irom year to year with extreme probahility &o can the
average suicide of ibe seasona be foreseen, and these srasons
are sa constant from one period to annther as to bave aimnag
a specific character from & given statistical series.  Mulhall
in his aplendid dictionary of statistics gives the following
fizutes :—In the United Kingdon : Spring, 336 : Snmmer,
372 ; Autamn, 264 ; Winter, 288, Very few who =eek their
own lives do mo from midnight te morn. The greatest
namber choose the honrs from & a.m. to moon in the morn-
ing, after that from six in the evening to midoight in the
faroutite time, the afternoon and night being eschewed._

1f we glaoce for a nionent at thnse most predisposed to
voluntary death, it is & somewhat painful fiet to realize
that suicide is far more frenoent in the army 1han amongst
civilisns. Dr. Ugle’s paper on the salject shows Lhat jor
the twenty-six years ending 1883, there were 42 630 sni-
cides, and that per millinn between the ages of twenty-five
and sixty-tive there were 1, 249soldiers, the genersl averagefor
other trades and piofessions being 222, miners beicg lowest
with 74. Lawyers wers 408, and doctors 472 ; brokers,
376: while two curiona instances are milkmen with
the high average of 353, and hairdresaers, 364. The
labonring man ix low in the list, 177 ; gardeners, 157;
and policemen, 201. Had we space it world be nf conrider-
alile interest to discusa these figures, and to quote further
1hose of other trades and professiops. Uoe can understand
hairdressers being liable to soicide—the razor Iy at
haod in moments of temptation, bot it does seem strange
that the milkman shauld he more proose to self-destroction
than & mchonlmaster or & printer, & baker or a clerk. Were
the solject lean grim one might soggest poisoning them-
selves with tbeir own wilk.

In ull canem, woicide mortality ia grester by almoss half
from the ages of 45 10 65 than from 25 to 45, and this leads
ws to inguire inte the physical and moml canses of the
erima.  For inquest and mercifal parpases, it has been hald
in England for many yewrs, that to coamit saicide » man
wmust be mad, bat thia, of coore, is not a gronnd that can
helokvu.ed in an coquiry inte ﬂnleln-l caasea of suicida
Undoabtedly th many dunder 1
aberration, bot there are others, planned and earried ook
with such ealmness and determination as otierly preclode
all supposition of inwanity. The determination is {rrmed
and the act committed with & coolnow only to be inapired
by most perfect lozie. Lot us again eonsulse Momelli's
careinl statintics. We shall ficd that out of 9450 canes in
Prussia, I was responsible for 293 seicid Like poor
Mr Stobbing, 119 were * weary of life' Pawion engulfed
21, vices 99. Moaey tronbles drove 34 to do themseivea to
death ; , fear of d tion or sh 125; do-
mestie afliction 125, and a0 on.  Theae were all men.  Aw
might be exprciod, the woman table in different,  Afrer
434 for mental disease, shame jollows with 131, while finan-
cinl disorders only tronhied eight to death, and domestic
troables drove 50 ous of the world.

lawhieh PR

One class of peop gives few of those
dsvoted to religion.  Especially is this the case among
wimen, nans, eonvest maida, and lay sisters, and it is seen
01 enquiry that relizions sentiment has less to do with thia
than retirement and removal {rom the disappointments and
passions of the laity. Cacholics are far less prone
ws  eelf - deatruction than Protestants, and Jews than
Catbolics—the namber per million of inbabitants
being Catholics, 58 ; Protestants, 190.

A wery interesting point is whether soicide and erime
advance coocurrently. The different and irrezular in-
formation which we possess of criminal statistics afforda
scant help towards mmaking exact deductivns. Never-
theless it seems .brielly possible to in t
whether the general progress of erime corresponds to ;hn
of snicide, and whether there is nny relation hetween the
txo kindu of social phenomena. While suicide increanses
every year th K ¥rance, Bi Austria, Bavaria,
Germany, etc., crime also increases ; but in Epgland crime
has decreased, and is decreasing yearly, bat suicide,
except in Londom, is advancing. In France the advance
in suicide ia moreover altogether ouk of proportion to that
of erime. The increasse in crime has been normal,
that of soicide frightfal  Mulhali poiote oot that the
number of yearly smicides has donbled itself in thirty-
five year=. In 1850 there were 103 deaths from self-
destraction, and in "85, 205 killed tbemselves. It may
therefore be held that saicide dues not always increase in the
same ratio as erime, bui that where the annual average of
volaniary deathe offers a very perceptible increase, & syn-
chropous inerease of crime is generally seen.

Hanging is the most common mode by which men commit
suicide, drowniog and shooting with almaet eqoal frequeney
the next, cukting or sabbing the pext, and hking poison
the next. Females most freqoenily take their lives by
drowning or by raking poisen, neat by stabbiog or hang-
ing, but only fonr times in 131 cases which have occarred
duriog the last nine years by shooting. It may be men-
tioped that snicide by shooting ia mock more common pow
than formerly, the pumber of cases in the ten years ended
with 1890 being ithree times as numerons as in the previons
1en years.

It has been pointed ont that smicide is & more terrible de-
stroyer of bumap life than war, for whilat during the firat
hity years of the Qneen’s reign war occasioned 52,000
deaiha of aohjecta of the United Kingdom, and 316,000
deaths of subjects of France, {iermany and Aunstria, suicide
elaimesd 77,000 victims in the first-named country, and
610,000 victims in the other three couniriea pamed.

A glance at ourselves in the matler and we bave done
with a somewhat morbid snbject. lo ten eountiries of the
world, the proportion ol =nicides is greater than in Naw
Zealand, but we, like the other Anatralian colonies, rank
high on the bisck list. We are 88, in 100,000 persona
living, and in the United Kiagdom they are oply 65, and in
Russin 29. On the other hand, in Saxony the proportion
1330110 100800 We are below muost of the other Auatra-
lian colonies, Qoeensland having 13-7; Victoris, 118;
Western Aunstraiia, 11'8; New Sunth Wales, 95; Sonth
Australia the eame as oorselves, viz, 88, while Tasmanis
is one of the lowest in the world with 5 3. May the year
we have juat I on be ph lin the Jow average
of sonicide canes all over the 'nrld but specially with oa
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>BLENHEIM s IN s FLOOD s TIME. <

ONE OF

T is to be hoped that some good Blenheimite, whose
fonlings are wounded by pictures being girven of that
pretiy little township at the antoward but pictaresque

time, will immediately send us some sketches of the
prettiest parts of the town and sur dings for reprod
tion in thewn pagm, that pictures may sppesr of Blenheim
assheia We are indebted for var viewa to Mr Marcy,
whose photographe would do eredit to some of the woss
famons firms ix the Eoglich metropolis.  On the occasion of
tha visit of the M. H.R.'s to Blenbeim * Bird's-eye.’ whose
admirabte Parliamentary Silhooettes mre well known to
GRAPHIC readers, sent us an amnsing pen and ink sketch of
& well-known eitizen of Blenheim. It arrived, howerer,
somewhat late, and was held over till a fatare oceasion. It
is herewith given with the viewa. * Birds's eye' bas sasored
us that the sketch will be most laoghed at and appreciated
by chose moat nearly concerned.

The sscompanying portrait iv that of a well-known Blen-
heim celebrity, Mr Sutherland John McAlister, anctioneer
and coutractor, snd one of that pretty inland town's most
substantial citizens—he weighs abont twenty-three atone.
The story goes that when Mr McAlister was a youth he

Macey, pholo., Beabseim,

MR 5 4. McALISTAR

conld bide bebind a clothes prop, but nowadays, so ab-
mormal has been his developmens, a cartload of clothes
propa coald safely hide behind him, 23 will be evident to
the reader who glances at his photograph. Mrc McAlister
in & man of genial tempermineat and iarge hospitality,
which latter is freely placed at the dispnaal of the visitor to
Blenheim, and anyone who calls there without making his
acqoaintance has missed one of the wain attractions of the
ploee.

{TS CELEBRITIES.

Mr McAlister is one aof & family of twelve children who,
with their parents, came to the colony in 1862 He is now
forty-four years af age, baviag been bumn in the year 1848,
at Clyth, Caithoeas, Scotland. His early yonth was spent
on a sheep and eattle station, but at the age oi eighteen he
joined the Telepraph Department, and displayed such on-

Bank X.Z,

Litchfield and Sons,

tractor, ote. Mr McAlister resigned Irom the giril servics
with twelve months’ leave of abaencs on fnll pay in lico of &
pension, bis length of service being soveral years shost of
the pension term, besides receiving the must Hattering tes-
limonials from she Department. In addition to thew
credentials Mr McAlister holds, and is justly prood of, a
complimentary letter from Sis Julins Vogel ackno xledging
in cordial terms the great assistance rendered by bim in the
introduction of the Daplex Nystem of telegraphy now in
vogue in the colony.

Mr MeAlster hae filled many important positions in
Marlh gh, includiag the Presidency of the Marlborongh
Agricultural Awsociation, aud is largely interested in pas.
toral pursaoite, for, being & man of immense energy, he rnn
a big station in addition to his other varied oconpations.
He is s floeot speaker, also, apd sighs to exercise

Masonic Hotel.

AMaecy, phola. BLENHEIM

IN  FLOOD,

{Taken from the Market Place. looking south.t

uanal adaptability and expertness that his rise in the ser-
vice was phenomena), and at the ags of twenly one he was
appointed Enspector of Telegraphs for the provinees of
Marlborough, Nelsop, and Westland, a position he re-
tained for foarteen years, Haviog decided to settle in
Marlboroagh about the time the amaigamation of the Post
aud Telegraph Departmentatook place, he wasthenappointed
Chief Postmaster at Blenheim, & post he lilled for five years,
resigning it voluntarily on aceount of iil-health brought on
by the sedentary nature of the employment ; since which he
haa followed the business of auctioneer, land agent, con-
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ANOTHER YIEW.

Hiewhem,

{Takem from Bcoich Church looking Souts.

his gilta in this direction oo the Hoer of the Wel-
lington Koreroriam, to which he paturally believes
bhe would bring considerable weight. He contested
the lasat geoeral election unsucres«fully, bat that oot-
withstanding, it is whisp j that he means to try his
luck next time, prompted, as all disinterested candidatea
wre, by a fzeting tlhat it is a thousand pities that the coleny
should be deprived of a0 wide a knowledge and extensive a
perception of her requirements.  Should he soeceed, 1
would respectfully sngyeat to him that, in order to intensify
the impression he will nndoabrelly make upoo the Heose,
he shonld share his benen wicth the mewber for the Taiera

READY WIT

THE facnlty of Leing equal o the cccasivn is & valoalle
one io ite possessor. A young clerpymon mitended a
emall party one evening. After participating in several
pames, one of the voung Indies msked if he would
sAy ¥es to any question he was Asked. ‘I will,” he re-
plied. Then and there the mischievnas girls comsmenced b
try aml eorner bim, but were nnsncees-ful. Ay la-t noe,
more bold than the reat, droppal va her koeee Lefore him
and raid, * Will you marry me¥ - Uh, yes: but where s
the bridegroom: ?" was the ready noswer.  Actars often hiod
themreives in positiona where ready wit savex them from
seriocus embrrrassment. .\t & pro ial theatre, the cnr-
trin, when lowered ut the end of mn act, did nut drop the
wiinle length, bat remnioed susyended hali way. Un
the mtage lay ktretched & solitary dend man. An
all endeéavours to lower the curtmin failed the eorpee
at length got up, and said in sepulchral tnpes, *Nu
rest in the grave,” and dragged Loe cartain le the
Hoor. Hat the youngest person on record wha pos
retnen Lhe ready wit which tnroe defeal into virtory na
child of Bve living in the pine wouds of Fiorida  HKehearsal
being in progresa for & Sunday school concert, her teacher
entrusted her with the recitation of a verne.  The impor-
want day cume ; the chnrch was crowded, and the little girl
felt conxiderably fluttered. When a1 Iaat she mounted Lhe
platform the sen of faces tnraed expeciantly tomards her,
drove from her mind the veree which she knew a0 well Lhat
sne had been saying it in her alrep.  Bul she was pot the
ehilsl to give way to defeat withoot & strugple.  [f alie
eonld not Lthink uf Lhat verse she ennld of soorher, and m
while the congrepation was hashed to entch the first
syliable from her laliering lips, she piped up in & shrili
treble :—

* XNeedles and pine,
Neeulles and pio.,
When you get tiarried e rouble beging.

In coe respect, Bt least, her recitation was the vuccess of tha
afternoon.
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THE SHEARER'S TAKE-DOWN.

T TR e Ty ——

A SBPORTIING STORTY.

Ik JACK BUOLTUN woke one morning & few
weeks before Christmas with a frightful
beadache. He sat upin bed, and caating
bis eyea round the sorewhat rcanty forni-
ture of his room at the bank endeavoured to
recollect what day it was and what on earth
be had been up to the uight befure, Hy
degreens he remembered Frst that it was
Buoday morniog (thack Heaven?!), second
that the night before had naturally enough

heen Saturday nighr, and that there had been a weeting of
loeal raciog men for che parpose of arrapging the prelimin-
arien of the Chiistiuas races.  Jack remembered having gune
there, and of having assisied ac the deliberations of the as.
seathled sporta.  He also cloarly remembered haviog made
& brillinnt addresa 0o the propriety of giving a race ball,
and vn bia proposal beloy carried ﬁ acelamation be
bad iovited the whole meeting to drink wt his ex-
pense.  Fuither pioceedings were ratber misty, and
it required some cmielul tracing to follow his move-
ments from one event to ancther thiough the haze of
tobaceo nmoke and the fumes of alcohol which seened to
have rettled in bis head, and to have cloeed down on the
Inst few bours of his life like a thick fug. Suddenly Mr
Holton jurmped from his bed with an oath—only to throw
hipself back on it again with & groan - for Hashing threugh
the haze of last night's proeemﬁngn cama the awtul recol-
lectivg that he had made s most idiotic wager of a level
4200 with Mick Flaooagan, the sporting publican of the
1Iace, that he would tind & horse in the district to beat hia
(che anid Mick’s) erack mare Sheelah on Boxing Day, the
uate lixed for the Christwas meeting. .

Now Mr Jack Bolton, though of the mature age of

twenty-two years, and oecuﬁ_ying the exalted position of -

ncconutant in a country bank, knew as listle about home-
raciog as he did about tiger-shooting, believing both to be
drogerpus amnsements, with lictle to choose between them.
Mr Michael Flannagan, un the other hand, was forty-five
years of age, a publi ntrangly sospected on of
his name and accent of having beea born on Firin's Isle,
aud a thorough adept im all the sharp practices and
clever devices y to a ful career
in the lower class of sporting ciicles. He was a good
judge of & horse’s capabilities, an excellent trainer, and
certgin o do all he koew ta ke mouey by means either
Iair or foul. Among bis accumplishments he was & cantion

at poker, and at cribbage he wan considered invineible, *

his luck, accotaing to the opinion of the innocent un-
initiaced, being somethirg extraordingry,  In face, fortune
seenied to favour Mr Flannagan in everything, us he wan
#eldom known to leze, but when he did he paid hia noney
down on the spor.  This was just the sort of wan Jack had
bet with ; and, when two men so differently endowed make
A wager, it is not ditticalt to point te the probable loser.
Un Holton’s wind vu that unbappy Sonday morning de-
scended the blackness of desulativu, for he saw no hope of
winaiog ; indeed, he did not know where tu get a horsa
god enaagh in the district —and, if he lost ! Well, he had
not £50 of his own in the whole wurld, and Flannagan was
Just about se likely to let hitn off as an alligator wounld Le
wrlet go his hold of a fat Chiuaman. Two hundred pounds
is not imuch of a bet as bets o nowadays, but it is & deuce
t a thiag fur a man to pay when his father, like Jack’s, ia a
country parson with a large family of younger children
dependiog vo him, and who bas old fashivned potions atout
the wickedness of betting at all, and strong opinions of the
ungentlemanly conduct of & wan who makes wagers which
he has no weans of paying in the event of luck going ugainsc
hiw.  There was alsw the awe-inspiriny; generat manager to
e considered, & man with his cold, yentlemanly way of in-
timating that be would advise Mr Blank to forwaid his
resignation tu the compauy, a4 he had rarely heard of
yonny pentlewan who ie in the habit of making heavy beta
un apurting events attainiog any position of impartance in
banking hu-iness, All these retlections passed through
Bulton’a mind aa he lay groaniog upon iis bed, and although
there wele prabably wen in Ausvralia in mneh deeper
tronble and dirtsess on 1that ruupy Saoday murning, poor
Jack did nos think e, and wan about as completely miser-
able as any youny fellow could wish his wurst enemy to be.

After indolgine fur B cunsiderable time in vain regrets,
and heartily carsing his follv and the driuk which eaused it,
he rowe, drewsed him-elf with shaking bands, and giving a
last look at his dissipated ietlection 10 Lhe glass, Jack be-
toak himself, headachie and all, into the stiest of Lha small
town apd oft o his particular chum’s (uartera at the rival
hank. Boltno'a chuw was cue Paiker, a inan a yearar two
older than Jack, and ages more expericnced. Ha was,
takiog bim all in all, & very gond specimen af his class,
kindly, esay teinpered, not delicient im pluck, with an
amount of copfidence in and renpect for himsell chlusely
bordering un conceit, which is oot altogether a bad teature
of character, for it tendn to keep the youth from doing that
which is yueationable or that may appeac so.  Parker, nn-
like Jack, had spent Saturday eveniug at the doctor's sing-
{ny dnsts with the medico's pretty aister, He was up and
drewand when Jack arrived, aml althoagh not of a very re-
ligious torn of mind, ha was whiatling part of the chinich
service whbi'e lnoking throogh some old letters in bis desk.

* Haltn, Jack, old chap, how goen it?

“Giow d motuing, Parkes®

“What's up, Jack?  You look a bit off 1  Been lookiug
von the wine when it ia the culoar of Scutch whisky, eh ¥

"Parker, | am afraid } got tight last night, and, what is
wurne, | bave made an awful mean of it—maide & stopil
wayer fur n large mmount with Flannagao, and uoon wy
aonul | feel juclived two shout myself for being w confuounded
wea.

*HAteady, o4l man; dont talk ot  You are sazdy,
thnagh : o just take arup of J R.D., and let me hear all
apont ik, Twa heads ara better than one, anyhow.’

Jack did a8 he was told, nod related as far as he conld
remember the events of the niyht before. There waa not
much to tell.  After the meeting, be bhad with one or twe
others accompanied Mr Flanonagan to his hatel, end there,
under the iutluence of alevholic beverages, he becane, like
many e young men when tipsy, inflated with ideas of
hie own importance ; nod il under the circnmsiance he had
bLeen taken down by Mr Flenuagan for a muderats amount,
it wonld have served him 1ight. Two bundred poonds,
however, was beyond 8 juke, and eo Lhought Parker, who
remarked, ‘ A man must pay lor being a foul, the same as
far auy other luxary, but they have avemha-ged#r{u, old

& loog walk, snd Jack strack ook from town, pa-t
the mines on the hill, and away serces the flat
beyond the ereek tuwarde the station” Tt is & fact—and
anyone who will panse to refioct on bis own past will sasily
tempmber instances of itin his career—that when things are
bad, and apparently at their very worst, sumethiog happens
to show & man the way out. Ulten he takes the nght road,
without knowing why, and on lewking Lack be capnut re.
member just ware the turning poiot was nor what led him
to ir, the incident was in iteelf 80 trivial. It was so in this
case. Jack bad wandered on and oo, wrapped in gluumy
thunghta, takiog litile notice of nnytbinf, until he bad
reached the croaing:place of a swall shallow ereek, about
two miles from town. Here the trees furmed a pleasaot
shade, and the tlear water gushing over the little gravelled
shallow ing souuded pl t and relieshing afuer the
axperience uf the hot, dusty road. He stupped to drink, aod
stood luoking at the water and st the rvad besound where it
ascended the opposite bauk and un towards Rusella Station,
As he siood thos a sudden breath of air—a tiny sommer
whirlwind —lifted = stray envelope lying on lhe oppussile
side, and, after playing with ik in & purposeless manner,
bronght it Across Lhe yard or two of water aud luid iv gently
at Jack's feer. There was notbing startling in this, buy
Jack’s fuiry god muast snrely have been io that wind, for the
tnrn envelope wan the finger pust that directed bim Lo turn
olf from Lhe Tual to roin. Scarcely thinking what he waa
doinyg, he atonped and picked it m It had evidently con-
tained a Christinas eacd, and wan E:om England, midressed
t0 * Henry Dixun, Es., Koeella Staivion, Woodville, near

fellow, and we musr get the price reduced if p
‘1 soppose,” 2aid Juck, *there’s no chauce of Fianna-
an
# *Drawing the bet? 1arker interrapted. *No, 1 think
not, and it wonld not lvok well to huiuble Fourself Lo ask
him, tnt }’ll sound him quietly and lot you know. 1 am
afraid he knows 1hat your governor wonkd saciiice every.
1hiog 10 save vou the disgrace of the sack, whizh would he
inevitable if Lthe yarn geia 1o the chiet’s ears, and I can jnst
tell you qrietly that Flannagan, from some cause or other,
is hard up just now. Some of his paper came back from
below the other day, and it Look all he knew to fix ic np.”

Q land, Aonstralin’ Vagus no donbt the address was,
but 82 near as the good pevple of England usually get’
to a colonial address. *1 thought Ilixon was in Scut-
land,” maid Jack to himself. *‘Locky beggar! Yonng,
sgood lo king, plenty of money, he can go where he
likes. Haven’'s reen him since he, Parker, and mysell were
at the Grammar School togecher. Wonder if he remew-
bers us. Uuar ways have diverged since then; he u-ed
tu go in hot for ericket, and I hear he has been & sncceasfnl
raciog wan sioce, and, good heavens | hemight bave s horse
that could beas Sneelah.” Hack rushed Jack to town with
all theimpetaosity of yonth 1o impart his new idea to Parker.
It waa tather & dash to hin feelinoga to see how
coolly Parker took the master. * He may help

MCHEENZIE WENT AN EXI'EHIMENTAL THIAL GALLOIL.

After an hour's farther di-cossion, duriog which Jack
Bolion did not receive much consolation, but still the were
fact of haviny coulided hia tronble to another seewed 10
have lighiened his heart, he walked home with a more
jaunty step than he had walked ont.

Accordivg to promise 'arker catled on Mr Flannagan, at
the Harp of Fiin Hotel, next day. He found the gentle-
man eitting io front of his bar reading an aconunt of the
fatest international prize fight, and evidenily just after
breakfast. The hotel had a strong odoar of stale beer and
whisky. Several works af art advrned the walls, and con-
risted of portraiia of celebrated race hurres, & pictuie of the
great buht between Heenan and Tom Sayers, with key te
sane, and & few colonred cartoons from some political print
representiog the bloody-minded Saxon in every possible
vatiety of ignominicus disgrace, with a light-hearted
wentleman in & red waistcoat and knee-breeches Linmph-
autly dancing on hix dishonourad person.

After exchabging the usuval compliments, Paiker can-
tionsly approachied the object of his mission —very cantionsly
indeed, but it was no use.  Flaunagan came to the point at
unce and eaid, * | suppose he wantas 10 cast oft.  1s 1hat Lis
Iittle game ¥

Parker replied, ' Well, you know the youne gentleman
was drunk. There in no doubt of ibat, Mack, sud if he
lotex | don's know how he is to pay.”

* See here, Dow,' rejoined Mick, ' if 1 Jose Uit pay, 1f he
Josex, be jabars, I'il make him pay or leave his billet.
Pretty sart of A tnan be is to coms bliwing arcund making
wayers and wantin' to crawl ont of thim. ~ The let's wade,
signed, and witnersed, amd by all vhe goata in Kerry be'll
have to stand to it.*

This wae linal. There was no hope from Mr Flannagan,
and Parker left the Harp of Erin with A secret feeling 1hag
he would like to test the durability of Flannagans neck.

It wanted bat then thres weeks 1o Boxing Day, and
Holton had abundoned all hope, awl had Ly Parker's advice
written lhome to his father a full account of his fouliah
tranraclion.  He had received n reply, 8 sorrowing lester,
to ray that by the day wentivoed the weney would be at
his dispoaal, but that in order to proemie it sarrifice wonld
have tu be made; and all 1his added to Jack's previous
load of self-reproach w such an extent that s speedy exit
from this world wonld not bave had the vrdina, wount of
terror fur him. He was voung, inll of life and health,
bt he realised the disgrace that had overtaken bim. If
he could but vhtaio a horse to beat Flanoagan—but 1hen iv
mnat he owned by moiseone in the d T, apd where wan
there an aoimal goml enongh tolive & mile with Sheelal
witl Bat. up,  He tried w relieve hiv gloomy feclivgs witl

you, Jack, old man. He was a good old sort at
sehool ; bot men alter when they have faced the
world for even a jew years, and yon must remem-
ber he left sonie time before you, and may have
forgotten ms both. However, keep yoor tail up,
we'll try.” They soon ascertained that Dixon wa»
at ltosella, one of several stations he owned. and
would stay there over the Christmas holidays.
There was no time to be lost, s the two friendn
set cut AL once to see him It wan evening
when they reached Hosella, and Bs they 1ode up
to the gate of the home paddock the zuu was
setting hehind the western Lills, throwing the
verandah of the home station boues intc delight-
ful shaduew. The figure of a man without coal or
waisteuat waa seen to climbd down from the
hamumoek and take a sorvey ol the intruders
througzh & Geld glass; and by the time 1hey had
reached the parden gate, the byuie — Harry
Luxun himself—was there o weet them. Did
he know them?* He did, aod was boyisbly glad
to see them. It is not the pleasaot Huwer-strewn
paths of life that sour & man, but the hard, uphill
ectuggle agniost fate, and the laiter bad nov been
Dixun's experience. He was the same [dixon as
of old ; and, after n few preliminary references
to old times mod friends, Parker, io Lis vsual
siraightfurward maouver, told of young Belton’s
fix. Dixon looked grave and said, ' 1s in awk-
ward. I am-alniost a surenger bere yeself,
Jack, and you wust have the woney lu stake
before when ¥

* Hefore this day week.’

* And you absvlotely have not anytbing with four legs to
give you evel & +how for your woney 1" .

* No, pot even & billyguat.” 5

* Nice yonng@ foat yon nust be yoarself. What, by all
that’s wonderful, cvuld you bhave been dieaming abuut "

*1 wan tight, Dixen—1ight an a butile.” :

* Then yun had betier let drink alene in the fotme, wy
boy. 1 conld haidly imagine a wan beiuy suclk so owl if
lie had swallowed & whole distillry. Howeser, Lhat ia not
the yoestion now. You two stop here all night. Say uo
more abont it and we will try Lo bit vo some plan in Lhe
merping.'  Dixon bed alieady sn iles, sisall aud undeve-
Joped, but likely to grow inte swethivg tapgible. His
principal idea in asking them v stay sll mght waa that Le
might cee whether Jack Hollon's ivnble wus the resnll of
s sheer accident and nolikely v bappen mgain, or whether
he was one of thuee unlucky people whu are appsiently
alwaye falling ipio pils to be dragged out by 1heir friends.
Hapypily the result of his nbservations that vight was eatis-
faciuory. Jack forgot hia trouble, Lut was not uaduly
merry, and ha showed when speakiog of old friends that his
heait wan in the right place, and that it would be wo end of
pity to let him ga down. Next morniog jost after daybreak
Dixon walked into bis bedruoom and said :

*Jack ! I will try to pull yun throogh this fix, but I
want your word of bunour that it 1 the last of Lhe kind you
will indulge in.’ :

*1 give you my word, Dixon, whether you help we or
Dot.

“ That will do theo. ‘I'his Flannagan sppears to me o
be nnean doyg to weke advantape of your being in ligeor,
snd although J want to help you imt, 1 want Lo ake biw
down as well, just as & lessun, but the immediale questivn
to consider is, what sbont the horse that is tn be the
“take down.” Now, listen. 1 will lend you £150 to re-
lieve your uld goveroor, aud 1 believe 1 have a huise un 1he
station that 1 am pretiy certain is m Hier. [ got him fevmn
» shearer mbout egbt months ago, There is w mysery
abont bim that [ rapposs will never be cleared up, ** Mar.
tindale,” of the Tewa and Uvantry Journal, vae of the
must experienced aporting writers in Australis, entortains u
faney that he iz ideptical wilh u celebrated Ballnrat horee
which was backed 10 win & ton of money on the Mulboorne
Cup. Thet horss, when under a cluud, caused by the dis-
honesty of bis owner, Dot himself, was spivited mway.
It i» impussible to say whether this fellow is 1he
same, a8 nbot only have 1he brands been sltared,
but he has in several other ways bLeen dledigused
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anil presenta & ragged appearance. He eame intn the
shearer M'Devitt’s possession away in the vicinity of the
Richmaad Downa, and after that he was used tn carry
M 'Devitt'n nwag, but he was always on hand as a * eake-
down,' anrd wen many tches againast the cracka of Central
Anstralin from the Flinders River, through Hughenden,
Anttaborrmh, Forest {irove, and along tha Thompeon,
Harcren, and so on to Thorgndindah. [ had n fancy for ihe
old fetlow, and, fortunately for you, Jack, { toolk him uut of
the grass paddock a fortnight ago and have worked x gomd

- deal of the grass stomach off already. I had a tnrn on him
yenaterday, aud from the way he shaped, éven with my haavy
weight ap, 1 am inclined to think that he can beat Flanaa-
gnn's mare any distance, from a forloog apwards.  How-
ever, oo stone most be laft nntnrocd, and as Tommy
M'Henzie ia oot far away, 1 will senil fur him to train snd
ride Eareka on the day of the match.’

Parker, Biltan, amd Dixaa s2m after  inspected
Fureks, bol the twn former knew very little about
horsen snd wisely refrained from eriticiom.  Buot he had
tonr legn, And that way what Jack a few hoom befire
had despaired of getting. Tommy M'Kenzie was soon on
the rpot, went & bare back gatlep just by way of expeii-
mant, and declaring himeelf delighted took over his
charge, and set ahont the work of getting him ready.
Mennwhile Mr Michael Flannagan had heard, as indeed
had everyone Aronad town, that Mr Dixon was at the
station. bnt they did not dream of bis beiog able to anpply
rnmething ta heat Sheelah, nor did Mr Flannagan know of
Jack and Parker's visit to the station, so that it was rather
A ataggerar when on the day appointed Jack with exquisite
enn|nesa deponited with the arakeholder £200 and nomnated
Mre Harry Dixoa's h g Eureka, aged, to do battle far him
ngninat Sheelah, on December 26 All that the Flannagan
fraternity {yclept * the push *} conld ascertain abont Enreka
wan that he had been on tha rtation for montha and the
black boy from Hosella testified in his own way to Eureka’s

to saddle mp, it waa esy Lo soe that the station party werse
ntropgly mored, but their excitement wan surpressed.
Even Harry Dixon, who had not mimed a Melbourne Cap
for years, was moved an he bad never been st Fiem-
ington. [t was not becanse of hin hope that his horse
wonld gain the honour of vietory ; it was more becanse he
winhad efeat Fiannagan and save hix yonog friend. He
had bat le donht that Eureka would win, but still he
was excited, and the Iact that Fiaooagan and the starier
appenred pretty thick, and that he bad nnticed them indualg-
ing in & whispered cunversation, did not imprave his mood.
* Look ont tor that starter, Tommy. I do naot half like him.
#o do not let him eatch you napping.' These words were
arddressed to the jockey, aod the horsex went w0 the post,
while Harry Dixon steolled hack to his party.

The evaice was & mika ronml, and the horses were started
nearly opposita to Dixen and his frienda. The starter
fiddled with the horses in snch & strange manner that Dixon
was glad that he had warned Toemimy, but A monent after-

.wards a sharp elear oath signified the fact thay the Hag bad

heen dropped whea Enreka’s head was turned the other
way. Tommy wan qrick ia gesting hin horse ronod, but
the mara was off with a lead of a doren lengtha.
Wrath was onmistakably marked on the countenances
of 1"arker, Dixon, andi Holton, while that of the
ladies wan expressive of ay, which was slightly
relieved when they heard the crowd heartily hoot the
atarter., There waa bnt littl2 relative difference in_the
positinn of the horsea in the first fuilong, and Jack
groaned as he had done a huandred times since hs
had made hie stupid het, but he and the rest of the
party were now aroneed hy Harry Dixon’a word, * By Jove,
it's nnt &bl over yet ' He's going up.” 1t was true, as the
gap hetween the pair hail been rednced tn seven lengths as
they passed the half mile past, and sithongh Tommy was
keeping Enreka going he did not have him at his top.  * O,
catch ber,” sighed little Bella Sutheiland; and Emreka

MR IRVING DN THE STAGE.

Tue editor of the Nineteentk Century han hit upon quite a
nuvel ides. He has actnelly got somebudy tn wiite about
the drama who koows something aboot it—in fact, no lean o
perswon than Mr Henry leving, who deals with ! Some Min-
conceptions abont the Niage,” and says several things of
interest.

THE ENGLINH ANB FRENCH BTVLER

M Trving is by n2 meane inclined to agres in the caminen
opinion {that in, of persons who are Dot actors) tbat theie in
nro such thing as good dramatic elucationp on the Eopglish
SLApre.

When we are asked why wa do not recite vor Shakespenre
as we would Hacine, wo miny well rub onr eyes in wonider.
* Those days ure past, Floranthe ' The classie eorrectness
of Raeine's verme—which the French believe pone but a
Frenchisan cun understand —is wholly epposed to the free-
dom of shat of Shakespeare, which therefore requires a
totally ditferant method of delivery. Althungh the masch
of Shakespeare's verse shonld be moat delicately preserved,
it is *Hat borplary’ 1o demand for it the recitation of
Racine. Quly bad actors and echenlboss support this
dreadful practice. The greatest French sctorn have
shaken off the trammels of tradilion. and have adopted a
mote oatarsl delivery of tragic versr. * There in not &
scene-shilter, madam,’ snid Ur. Johneon to Mra Siddons,
* who could not recite * To be or not to ba * better than Mr
tiarrick. His excellenes was in the interpretation of natnre
and trne conception of character. There lies the secret nf
the actor's success.  (iarrick supplanted the dull dectaiming
of Juin, as did afterwnnls Edmund Kean the declaimers o
his Jay. Hecitatino, no matier with what spirit it may
be detivered, in but & hretard substitute for truthfnl inter-
petation of Shakespeare’s verse. In the expression of
characier, shythm is subordinate to dramatic significance,
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worlh by emyiog : * Enreka boodgery merri muokie. My
word ! Boodgery.” All went well and Tommy M'Kenzia
had made surprising improvenrents in his chaige.

Christmas Day had arrived, and Harry Dixon had got
together a plessant little party at the station, including
Parker, Bolton, the doctor, hm sigier, and Misa Bella
Sutherland. The latter waa s friend of the medica’s nister,
and to judge from the caroest expressinn of ber beautiful
blue eyes, she took an raordinary interest either in Jack
or the march between Sheelah and Eureka—perhapa in
hoth. 1f caresres form an important parc of & horse’s traio-
ing, then the idolatry of the doctor's mister apd her fair
friend muat have made the condition of FEureka something
perfect, and on the peint of condition Tommy M'Kenzie
was pleased. ‘1 | had had him loager I could have made
him better,’ he raid ; *hut he ia one of the easiest horses to
train | have ever had, and my straight grittin ia that when
the Irishman twigs him galloping the last two farlonga of
the race to morrow he will rash «ff haome ta dri his own
tanglefoot, and rsmash his own giasses. he party
at the Harp of Erio were alao  conlident, and
busineas was more bri-k thaa nsoal becanse of the arrival
of a fow spielern.  No rtace meetiog wonld ba complets
withoot the thres eard man ard the mea and their buttoners
who cajole maney fram the conotry simpletons by inform-
ing them that it in *the fairest game va the conme; the
father can piay with the mon and the son can play with the
father.’ They patronised Mr Flanoagan, who styled them
1gintlemen,’ and confidently advieed them tw have their
* bit* on Sheelah on the following day.

The ter on Boxing Day was blaziog hot, but the
great majority of the tnwmpenﬁle patronised the 1aces,
whish were held on n well marked bosh eourse. Thera
were no ttands, hut Harry Uixon's party obiained an ex-
cellent view nf the racing froin their vehicles, which had
been drawn op under the ehade of & gnm tree.  Most of the
races were for aaddles apd bridles, and the avent of the day
wan the match between Sheelah and Eareka. It wan the
fourth race ; and, whea the cuwbell wained 1be competiturs

EUREKA CANTERED IN AYM EASY WINNER.

aeemed ta hear her, a3 he commenzed io run in real earneat,
and, amidst the intenee excitement of all, he was almost
on terms with the nraie as they turned their heads
for home in the strsight. The race wasn evidently
all over now, aa Tommy was sitting comparatively
atill, while the other jockey was ridibg il hs kpew.
When Tominy, thereiore, moved on him Enieka went
elean away from Sheelah, and won by three lengtha.
Harry Dixon had evideatly not quite recovered his grood
temiper, and snarled, * A good jnb'lle won by 80 nmch, be-
canae the jurge, like the starter, may belong to the Flan-
nagan push.’

The atacion party sohered down to quiet jny, Parker anid
Dixon were unfeignedly delighted, and bright teardrops
glistening on Bella Sutherlanil’a silken eyelashes showed
how truly hetr sympathy had been enlisted for Enreka—or
waa it for Jack * If so, Jack was mwre to be envied now
than he was when he macde his rilly wager. He felt a frea
man again, amd was Hiled with feelings of gratitnde to-
wardxs all kis friends and to Eureka, ' the shearei’s taka-
down.'—* {tias,’ in Town and Cowntry Jourval.

Loyalty to trnth requires that as much attention be paid
to giving +utflicient force and atrength to onr words as to re-
fraining from piviog too much.  Yet very intelligent, care-
ful people freqnently do nnt see this; aod, in their anxiety
ta avaid the exaggrration which they ro much despiss, the
fa1l 1o give that tarce and vigour to their worda that trut
demands.

* You muet be very polite to sugeeed in this business,’ said
& harber to his yonng apprentice.  * Alwayn weara pleasans
smile, and try to Hatter everyholy.®

* 1'lk do my best, sir," replied the appreatice ; * but how am
I to fatter & bald headed man ¥

¢ Emaay ennngh,’ replied the bather.
doesn't want hia hair ent.”

* Joet ask him if he

and except in the most thetorical passapges, rvery sentenes
should be expressed ss & new thought, and every thonght
with & varied intonation.

TABLEALIT OR MMRAM AL

Me Trving deals with the gomestion of accersorien and
scenery, apd maintains that the great actors and mausgein
of the past would undvubtediy have compassed the mag.
nilicence of the Lyceum revivala if they could. Sliaken.

are himaelf yearned for better conditions than thuse of
his own day :—

Where—0 for picy ! —we shall miuch ilisgrace

With fonr or Ave mast vile uud raged foils

‘Tz name of Agincouri. i
And Mr lrviny pniots out that Garrick apent & great deal
uf money on ecenes and " rain’ s elalorate as they conld le
mnde ic his tima. Bot Mr Irving is quite at vne with hi.;
eritica in thinkiog that * the play’s the thing,' and not the
costumes and dresses ; apd he gives the inllowing ilinsra-
tion. * 1 remember,” he says, ' with keen plensure a per-
formance of the ** Merchact of Venice,” which the [.yceum
Company gave at Went l'vint before the chivalry of Youug
America. Never did actors play to & more alert ur enthn-
siastic andience, and never did actora respond with mware
fervour to atimulating sympathy.  And yet we acled in
Elizabethnn dress, the conventivnal cdrexn of Shakespenre,
and we had nn eeenery whatever—a board with the mum;
of tha supposed acene chalked upon ic, "' A Stiear,” ' Partia'a
Houre,” and so forth, being, an in olden time, tha only pic-
torial aid to the imagination.

Moreaver, he puinta oud that the Lyesam * Hamlet ™ and
* Merchant of Yenice' wers mounted with EDNIPATALIVE RiN-
plicity, and were quite as wncceanful and efective an any of
th;’mr:ea. ; ,

r Living "munds on' the noveliats, ta, dra in
erities, and othern who have lslely bran '::»lling .:'nn:;'
stage and all who are eoncerned with it in this country, in s
very apirited fashion. !

I hmve heen nccured of trenting eriticiom of the atage in a
poutiticial apirit ; but there is 8o much infallibility abrosd
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that the artor in in we danger of suffering from odicas
comparisons. Mr Barlow is, | am told, & minor poet, and
in his character he matarally deplorrs the abtence of *ap-
preciation of poetry in the pablic’ Then he suggests that
art ia vaai<hing frnm the stage because we are in process of
heing *democratised.” Iveapacity o speak Shakenpears
will. [ soppose, colminats some day in maohood sufrage.
Mr Barlnw devotes & page tn trivalities concerning whas ap-
1=ars to have been & noiqnely bad mannersd aodicoce at &
Freach play, and then deduces the conclusion that they de-
wonstrate * nar lack of artistie instinet.’ These thingn are
nuworthy of notice, except as illustrations of the boundlesa
camprebensiveness which distingmizhes the casoal eritie of
the drama.  The popular taste for the theatre ia hetero-
reoeons. It is pratified in sowe ways which, perbape, are
0o mwore artistie than cerwaia novels not dignified with the
vame nf literatare, thoogh haviag thonsands of readers, [
am not aware that this phenomenon is peenliar to this
omnntry. But, when | snivey the extensive area of themtri-
cal enterprize, | see & great deal of adwmirable talenr, Lath
ia the drama aod its interpreters, and & very large measare
af poblic appreciatioa for artistic effort.  Nobody except Mr
Burlow snggeste thau the prosperity of the mausic ball
in A& stigmia on the theatre. Uoder no econditions ean
there exist more than a limited number of theatrem
in which dramatic art, properly so called, can be said o be
paramounk  There are many places of entertainment, ex-
cellear of their kiond, from which the genoine art of the
stage niast be dissociated. Bot in this limited namber of
theatres may be seen playa, destitule, it ia trae, of the pea
simism of Ibsen or the moral squaler of Zols. yet aboonding:
in delicaze olservation and broad siewa of bnmanity. They
are comparatively few, perhaps ; bot a wide experience of
dramatic authorship has taught me that to write a

play ix one of the most difficult achievemente, and demands
a combioation of talent, thuught, and patience pot often
serpasted by the bovelista who hare been telling us, somse-
what eupertlacuely, why they do nut work in a mediom
which is absclutely strange to them.

NEL30% is looking quite deserted, so0 many familiar
faces wissing. Among others Mrs and Miss W
Atkinson lefy lait week for Napier. where they re-
main for the holidayr Misses Gibson, Watson,
Higgins, and Gribben hate al<o gone for their well-
earned holiday. Mr= Houlker left usfor a few days
for the Empire City. wheee she took part in the
- Messiah” but has now retarmed in Lime 1o take
part in the same oratoris in Nelsor much (o every.
one's delightt. It is always a pleasare (0 welcome
tmrck oM friends, and this was atforded all Mrs Hack

worth’s friends. she having come La pay a long viit to her rela-

tives here. Mr Laacson, who left Nelson for England some two
years ago. has also returned. having betn unable 1o resist the de-
light of apending sotme months in our lotely climate. Miss Eay,
of Masterton. iz visiting her si-ter, Mrs Thompson. Miss Duncan,
of Wellingtop. ix at pre-ent the guest of Mno: [bod<on, she looks
sislish in & fawn gown with Zouave jacket amd full white
ront. large hat with white ostrich feather. Miss Hill, fram

Aucklande is a guext of Mrs Roger Kingdon ; she laoks well

in a black skirt. black and white shirt and corselet belt—,*.—

Ia Napier: Mri Walter Tabutean was looking immensely we

town recently. She was gowned in bright pink gingham,

mwle with theee tiny fritly round the bhem. bodice with frills oo

forming 8 =0rt of very low berthe ; with thisbecoming cosinme was

worn & smail black bat ; Mrs Hamlin appears o advantage indeep
cteam crpon, snall and siFlish bonner: Mis: Hees wears a pale
blue ging:am own. large whire bat with feathers: My Bowen
look= very charmiog in a pretty blue gingham gown. trimnined
with cream lare, large white bat: Mrs Horace Baker looks

0 s:¥lish in a2 lovely gown beautifully made, exquirite
iittle  French  bonnet. with  pale pink  ospreve.—,*—In
Harting<: Miss Tipping looks well ian a dark kirt, bloe

spotted blouse, Swiss belt, black hat with yellow ribbon: Mrs
Tipp ng wears a cru-hed strawberry :kirt. while blouse, black
Bond-itreet hat : Mrs Hicknell, a stylish blue gingham gown
trimmed with white lace. large white hat : Mrz G. P. Donrofly
has rocovend from ber indisposition. and is lovking very nice in
Aark skirt. stylish shirt. jacket, white sailar hat with white band

EVASHIN,
ScHoolL Boagn OFFICER: *liood morpiog, Mm Higpi
Yoor little daughtar has not been at school for two wer
tigtapaken Mrs Higgion {ontspokenly): *[Us & lie.  $he’s
hin at schonl for over four yeara Started going when she
wns fonr, an’' she's turned eight now.”

 Slawms the door in Kis fare. }

lands and Horvey Office,

Auckiand, December 28, 1852
T s herehy notified that Lot 85, Section 2. Parish of
Opaheke. adsertised to be offercd for -ale by Pullic Auction,
at this tMlice, o0 Wedne=day. the 1th Jaouary. 1383 is Witkdrawn

frum malc.
GERHARD MUELLER,
Commissioner Urown Landa

Tux Rev. Arthor
Williams, of Te
Aats, @ en-

to Miss Leslie

Thompson, step-danghter

of Mr A. V. Mclonald, so well apd

»o favourably koown in Hawke's

Bay. and formerly of Auckland,

MR AvLAX, of Edenham, in engaged to Mire Blvth, of

Auckland, who bas been on a jony visit to Hawke's Bay.
Miss LiLyY HiLL. second danghter of Mr Shirley Hill,

M. FEden, Aunckliand, is eagaged to Mr Cole Baker, of

Rama Rama

Myers, second non of Mz Jodah Myers, of the firm

ot J. Myers and Co., Welhpgton, 1o Misa Julia
Levi, daaghter of the late Mr D. Leci, of Napier, was given
last week. Fuller particolars now wohand describe the brides-
maid’s dresses.  Miss Levi looked well in white and helio-
wrope pangee silk trimined with lace and silk to mateh, while
feathered bat ; Mizs P. Myers wore pretty eream eashmere
embroidered in gold zilk, cream feathered has; Miss M.
Myer, cream silk striped delaine, eream feathered hat;
Mis Edie Myers, a consin of the bridegroom from Brisbane,
Miss Eleanor Myers, Mias Isascs, all wore cream costomes ;
Misses Ilainy [xaacs and Leila Levi were in white Indian
silk, with lace and ribbom, picture feathered bats, tan
shoes. Each of the bridesmaids had a brooch and
bonquet from the bridegroom.  Mrs Levi was handsomely
attired in black silk with jet and lare, cap of white relieved
with petania; Mrs Myers, beantifol grey costume, passe-
menterie trimming, bonnet ea swite ; Miss Myers, cream

,! VERY brief actonut only of the wedding of Mr John

and gold ; Mrs P. Levi, elegant fawn eloth and green rilk, -

bonnes en guile, There were wome splendid presents
Amongst the cheques was one from Mr Judah Myeis for
£500.

FOR THE NEW YEAR, 1893.

THE WaNDELER'S RETTRN.

*Return 10 Thy Rest, O My Sool —Psaklms cxti.

{BY EREV. CIIARLES B CURREY.]

Trvocation.
ONWARD, spward, tircless voyaging,
Vastest realms of space unknown,
To the Thrune of God aapiriog,
Spirit, seek thy natice home !
Borun of Light, effalgent, purest,
Kindled fram the Hame divive;
Fadeless, quenchleas, epotless, brizhtest,
Glorions, thou may'st ever shine

Argument.
Long eatranged by vapid pleasares,
Vain and Heeting as the wind ;
Mocked by failing earthly tressures,
Canst thoa lease them all behind ?
Pained and wounded, saddeped, WeEAry,
Burdened, stricken, sore opprest ;
Haaste thee, from a life so dieary,
To the blisa of lasting rest.

Gleaming bearty, ornate grandenr,
Natore's wonders rich unfold ;
Chbarm the senze with changing splendenr,
Woo the spirit from it goal ;
Siren soogr, seductive, banefnl,
Echo ver the streams of Time ;
Spacious jays, unreal, deceirtful,
lzave but aching void behind.

Grand achievements, gorgecns trophies,
Monoweals of matchless skill ;
Learniog. genius, wisdum, prowess,
Vauont the majesty of Will ;
Bat she Spirit's noblest yearning
Hests nut at & meaner ahrine ;
Thban unfading and endaring,
Blessed, immeortal and divine |

Apostrophe.

Ypirit. gain snpernal height,

Hange the U piverse around ;
Sweep empyreap in thy Hight,

pest Ucrans, anxious soand ;

Search through Troth's myeterioas volume,

Sean the cyclea ma they 1ol ;
All respond with adoration,

Thy ouly Kest is God, U sounl *

Auckland, New Zealand, December 25th, 1892,

JIRIT ROSNER

AUCKLAND.

Deaz Bex, JaXUARY &

The dressen worn at the Ellerslic Races o Boxing Dy
ore iy b, A soch & crond of beanbialiy-
dreased ladies it i3 goite imper=ibie [0 giTe An sccumte descrip-
tiom of the many lovely gowns donned opon this anspicions ocea-
siom w0 [ will jurt give a few of the mo=l 2trking. M= Colp
Traw son ithe Prerident’s wife: Jopked well n white with canary-
cologred trimmings . Mrs L. D. Narhan wvery handsome apricot
#ilk covered with cich black lacr, bonoet with apricot flowers ;
Mrs Gordon, steel grey: Mr: H. Lewis m{i veiret belt a fa
Suisse : Mrs Rroham, figured biscnit tnssore silk - Misws Baker,
grey. with wmhite frontd: Mra Edwarl siate colonr, raby Lrias-
mings: Mis Buckiand, grey, with whits triumingz; i
nitt, fawn and hloe siripes ixs Thomson. siylish H
=3 Kilgour. white ; her sister, cream ; Mms e, el::?ée
blue silk; Mrs Maorton, biack, with rream vest: Miss K ag,
comflower bloe, with guipure embmidery: Mrs  Thomp
2on (Gireen Lane) was gown-d in a band:osie brown silk, cream
and brown brocaded front. bromn bonnet ; Mrs T. Morrin, white
and bloe flowered delaine trimmed with bloe sitk, hing and white
togue to barmoaise (very stylizhr; Mis kerr-Taylor, & charmi
cotnbination of biack silk selvel and apple.grecn silk, paracol and
bunnet of the latter shade - her daughter looked very nice in navy
blue with =iraps taken over the shoylders, while yokc and sleeves,
wavy hat with navy aod while g=irich tips artvaically blended ;
Mrs Worsp, & beautifully hrocaded heliotrupe salin, apd
bonnet lo martch : Mrs Chiog, ao exjuisile co-dume of green
Apwered shot silk and fawn lace, fawn aml greem bonner,
mara-0l en st Mra Tewsley. cream D% ETEED
velvet ronage and skeevex Logue [0 malch Ivery preily dress)
M« Bloomtield was as aliraclive &s ever in grey bengaline. grey
silk frunt, black hal trimmed with ¥ astrich feathens parazol
barmo! with dress ; Mrs Anhor Taylor. band=ome dark
Rreen 5ilk © her sisrer. Miss Von SiDrmer, CIeald «Ivpun. oradge
rash. hat rimmed wilk latter sbade ; Mi=: Worsp. pale green
lared corselet dresz. white silk yoke and sleeves, white hat and
QuLrich 1ips - Miss Way IChrisichnrchy. white, yeilow vest. black
sa-h. whiic bat with touches of yellow : the Misses Percival. one
io grey, pale pink yoke and =ieev. & grey baL wreath of pale pink
roces ; her sisier wore whilke dress and hat. piok wreaih also:
Mi=: Dunmet, grey, black lace hat: M {foodbue, black and
green flowered delaine, hak to ciatch : M AlMred Xathan looked
splendid in a lorely fawn sitk. uained_ claboralely Onizhed with
steel rimoikg. fawn bonbet pale pink tims Loy gold flower at
the bachk levidently French niillinery): Mrs tMajor) George, rich
ralin de Lyons, biack #ilk mantle, bilack jet boanet; My Cottle.
dark red Al trained, trimmed with fawn lace. fawn bonnet,

E]
il

variegiied green and red wreath, fawm silk chiffon parmsol
Mis MossbDavis, heliotrope cashmere gown, silk
13 maich the fawn lare cape. and bonnet to Larmonize;
her daughter Jooked pretiy and stylizh in pink: Misa Irebund
wore a beautifut dress af 1ale heliotrope. hat and parmsol to
match : Mrs Fred Sharlard. a most becomicg grey dress and hat;
Mr: Dufanr inee Migs Maseficid), grey drovss, stech trimmings, hat
em swite . Miz< Lawford. white. green telvel yoke aud slevves:
Mrs Harrr Jack-<on was hand-ome in stylish gres dress and hat ©
Mizs Bursill looked exceedingly welk her preity figure thown to
advantage in a perfectiy lilling while muslin, corselet laced
bodiee. hat and parasol ra swite: Mis: Hookes wore while; Miss
Mactonald (Pamelil. heljorrope fiowered iclaine helinrrope bat
and parasol to malch: Mrs Forbes in while, which suited the
wearer admimbly ;. Mizs Forbes. 8 very becoming cream: and
yeltow costume; Miss Blanche Banksa pavr. white front, navy
saijor bat: Mis== E. Ranks looked remarkabl
Liberty #ilk: Mri McLauchlin hand=omc blark silk. jet trim-
mings apd bonnel ; Mrs Ranson was ib mourning : Miss Shenberd,
black silk broche, black lace hat: Mrs H. Nolan. a coofection of
roce pink Liberty =ilk. the draperics being of bineand pink stripes.
these colours blended io bebe ribbon rseires onthe shoulder, large
white Gainsborough shaped bat {allogether & stFNKing costome) :
Mrs Waddel, a preity Jowan ~hade of dress. beaulifn’ly em-
broidersed with mik violeli bonnet combined 1o match: Mrs
Halph Keesing. white zephyr striped with pink. 2 becoming black
lace hat artislically mixed with ‘be maize ribbon: Miss Mair,
TFussore #ilk costume. ivory hal with black yelves ; Miss B. Devore
was pretiilr frocked in ardoice with Loy hal of a creamy tint :
Mrs Alexander. a beautiful gown of beige corduroy, the feathered
‘bonnel maiching. dRinty parasol frilled with chitfun : Miss Pearce.
bead. Ll silk. hat ¢m awilr: Mrs Devore was bandsome);
k lace mapile. yeited bonoet brighten
£y n bit of fraie coloar : Mis Wilkins, & combina1ion of petania
bodice and :'eeves, over Lhis a white Figaro jacket, white skir,
hat trimmed with petunia bebe ribbona: Mrs W. (reddis locked
retiy in an ivory gown spotted with heliolrope. large picturesqoe
at ; Mi=~ Johnslon waz in grey with white feathen: o a grey hat ;
Mtisz Jervia, aiso grey - i=s MacIndoe, ‘?ereuy ficelle dress
trimwed with goipore Ince on the yoke and belt, ficelle colonred
hat with tips; Miss May Harper, pale siraw-coloarcd costume,
siraw hat. . R
Puring the Hime the "Silver King "™ waz beiog E:Jd in the
Dpera t?ou»‘e_ 1 noticed Miss Mclinald., who loo pretty in
black net with bupch of red ribboos on shonlder, grey opera cloak :
Mrs Worsp. prune fiomered muoslin; Mrs H. Jackion, elegant
cream gown; Mi~ Worsp, neat 8it.ing navy and her sister looked
well in white muslin ; M Kilgonr. grey with white vest; her
£ister was garbed ina preity gown of white: Mrs Otway, hand-
some dress of black =azim apd black lace: Mis Otway. becomi
frock of white nun's veiling ; Miss Percival, looked nice in white
cre ; Miss King. stylish gown of pink nun's reiling relieved
ri[?.nrawn lace, handsome dark red opera coat: Mi-ees Hardin
striking zowns of black velvel timmed with white lace, lovely
wbhile opera coats edged with white fur and pink velret : Miss
Girdler, striped grey gown. white blouse : Mm Youog. handsome
black cretome; Mrs Aitken Camrick jooked well in grey with
fAwn sk rsr.)‘ h Clark. " " .
Mrand Mr= Matthew ri. arranged a very pleasant expedi-
tion ob one of the holidays to the Ostrich Farm. L nfortanazely,
1he ~howery weather rather :poilt the ooting. Mr and Mrs A
Clark, Miss Stewars, Mr and Mrs McMilan, etc, were of the
party.

slecven

well in pule green

THE FIRIY DAY OF THE OTAGO MATCH
was fine, and there reafly ovght to have brep more la?ien preeent
than there were. 1 poficed a few dresce—Mrs Neil (jun., very
chic contune of y. wilh grey silk Vet and vuffs, satin ribbons o
m -eh on hat akd =kirt: M- Blair, bloe and white lowered <arcen,
black Ince steer s and yoke, smmllsailor hat rx awife ; Mrs Walker,
Iavender fancy miaterial. preity biack bonnel and lovely e
sunshade of chitfon; Miw Walker. black and white French
Dlusiin, Jarge whilr rough straw bat trimmed with white ailk
Mis= M. Cazhel preft¥ sa'mon pink crinkled zephyr,
white hat: Mi-s Wrylde- Brown, white cmbroidercd
wn, white lace hat with oreily  pale green ribboos;
E‘;r sater wad in grey : Mrs Hiwcheork. grey cambric gown
with point lace wrimmings. sweet Hitle grey bonpet; Misa
Bedlinglen. biack cashmere skirt and jarkel. preity w hite
spotied ronalin blouse. small biack hat with yellow flowerd: Mios
Hooper. g €y and while flowered gingham ; her sister. grey £kirt
and white blonse; Mizs P. Huck __black coslume. black hat
with cru-he - strawberry tribuming= : Mizs Way. navy serge skirt,
blue and white shirt, emuli gem hat trilomed with dark biue and
white; Mix Ha jdrv. blue-xrey and while siriped zephyr, cream
hat trimmved wilth ¢ream silk apd ontrich fealhers; Mi-u Banks,
dark blue kirt and Fion jacket, preity little fritled blonse, white
hat trimmed 1o match: Mia Conriasne, charming rosluome of
y and w hite cheek tweed, while vest. and Tery vr:u{ g'r:i
Miss King. large biue and 5 atriped drerw, Lhe yoke a:

beht of dark blue, large biack hat with yellow roees; M Per-
1y flowered grey costume. black lace hat Aniahed with
rey tweed gown finished with grey ribbons,

’

pale blue and white costume :_Mrs |

w hite m hat with large white »jlk bows; Mm Hichard.
#son. bilsck with tLiny while stripe, black bopoet; Mia
Siewarl. cremm pale blur ailk blow+ with cram guipore
lace yoke; Misw Quinn. white serge covtume :

black white spoiled cambric, pretly  black bonoet



THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC

19

pretty pmle blos and white me, large

roach straw hat mmmad to mateh; Mim O'Feilly. black mund
with smiall white spos, black hmynke and eua imall biark hat ;
Misw Arord 00g. #lrer grey codtume . Miss (VBricn, white dress,
large whiic hat with greco: Miss Jo lrel.nnd_ dsinty white guwo,
che yoke a grestcr pari of Che skirt of very Bne lace,
white hat coversd wnith ostrich father, m qloves: bher ai-ter,
Mext Litty, blue and white siriped zephyr, dark blue sash,
tarve strdw bat trimmed =ith dark bluc.

Mrand Mrs Alfred Nathas have jost returned from thelr trip
o England. Boih are looking very woell Mri Nathans deeds at
Lhe races on B-)xlng Day was the hand some-t on the lawn

~Zabscriber.” Remusra - Your story referred o in Iayg woek's
isdoe isx not enitable for the Gaapuir. The household hintd are
moat uselul and acceptable. —Lapy EorTo

Mrmizw

WELLINCTON.

DEcEMBER 30
]Lm;m!m Lo describe here.

DEsr Bex,
There is gene
1 bope you are oot weary of
MEB ARTHUR SALVIXI'S SRCOND CONCERT
proved univerially & great soccess but there was not mzrl{
an sudience as ils merits demanded. The affair ook place
m Thomu H:lll. which is excelleny for sound. Mr Salvini fairly
[ gL nipe expectalions He has goite re-
coversd tmm hiz attack of influenza, snd was in cApital volce
throughout. Everyone was delighted. and he was encos far
everything. many sanding up the more to show their pleasure.
There was & verf enthusikstic and appreciative audience. His
finest soLg was Sunnd the Alarm* iHandel). which was a great
triumph.  He ai-o sang “There is a Flawer that Bloometh,
* Let me like a Soldier Fall ™ Turent{{"ﬂr\ Ago: aduest by Mr
Satvini and Mr John Prouse, " The Moon Has Hai Her [amp
Abore, was splendidly xung.  Mr Frouwe also sang -“Flight of
Ages " snd Star of Bethlebem.” both magniflcently ~ung. MrMe-
Dutt Bosd gave two lovely violin sHos,  Miss Frebair-(<bo
sang even beiter than usnal. Her best itm was - Vi Ravieo,”
aud Mrd Perrin sang beauntifufly “Sing. Sweet Hird' and

“Best of ALL' Miss Jewsie Witwon, whe has attracted some
nnznlmu masical circles lately. sang very ;w-—ell)_ giving

° Douglas Gordon " and “The Duace,” A quartelte. - Raons Noue.)”
was =plendidly r\_ndered hy Mrs Perria. Miss Trehair-O-borne,
And Me<rs Pronse and Salvial Mr John Magionity played all
the accompanimenls.  Thiz was altogether one of the bt con-
certs we have enjoyed for a long Lime.

Mr, Mr- and Mi~s George and Caplain Cameron all leave for
England carly in 1/ Mr Arpold [zard Jenves for England by
the next duec( boar to pursue bis stodies. Misa alse hu= gone
10 Hubedin (0 Ticie wes Fergus. Mise M. Quick has 2le0 gone 0
Dunedin to stay with Bishop Nevill, Mr apd M- Arthar Pearce
are speading the haidays sl Lonry Bay.

Regy.

GHRISTCHURCH.

DECEMBER 28.

_ Quite one of the nicest dances of the scason was that

#iven at Avonban But I must teli you of the
PRESSES AT MRS OTTERSON S HALL,

the poe [ refer 1o, Mrs Otierson wo hite striped satin. and
looked 1nvely ; Mrs Pilman an eXquisite dress of palest salmon
pink and silver brocade. chiffoon trimming. and bunches of pink
roses: Mrs Heatn Hbhods bandscine white satip brocude with
rich lace : Misws Rhbodes, wnize sarin, black velver sleeves: dlrg
Lascelles,” pale blue silk. pink trimming - Mrs Archer. black =ilk
and ke, trimmed with heliotrope @ rs Fenwick iImoedin,
lovely dress of white rario. Watteau bow, trilnmed with hekio-
trope ; Miss LmagbclL effective gown of green silk, with putred
~lévves of_pink sk and ruchiog al the foot. bands of pink velvet
on the bodice; Miss Maude Helmore, pretty piok <ilk with pas-e-
menteric, ¢ srseler bodice. (Others there were Miss Baynion. Mrs
Ogle. Mrs Lomax ~mith, Mizses Cowlishaw. Gray. Hatton, Guy.
Heeyes E..’l'nbn.n,._ optord, Clarke. Tutnbull, Moorehoun=e. and
Picaering.

At

Dear Brk,

MRS HELWORE'R DELIGHTPUL GAHDEN PARTY
the hosiess wore navy silk. black lace maatle. aod bonoet; Miss
Helmory, eream gown, yoke of heliotrope veiled in lam, Watteau
baw ; Miss M. Helmaore, cream with coloured stripes. green velver
trimming. swathe b It: Mrs Pitman, black sifk fizored grenadine
nver pink silk with mtches of the same. smatl boooet (o masch:
Miss i Rhodes helistrope crepon trimmoed with black, hat,
E npire style: s P. Campbell dark green coctume, pa=~emen-
terie Limmings, black bal with cluslers of m velvel strings 1

M Gray, prelly \l'hlt,e muxlin Agured fotrope. silk
~wathe 1t. large white hat with hellol:op: Ars C. Clark.
claret sitoman cord and brocade dress, lace mantte ; Mr: Mac Rae.

wi tux rose lgured cashmere : Mis Gould, black
Mrs Tibart, hlack sili, lace mantle and boomes
fawn striped d

Another d.ance. lhls time

A BALL GIVEN BY MRS WEiRES,

who looked axuecdmg well io brown velvel, rrimmed with soft
pink silk; Miss Meares, very charming pale ﬁink ~tlk. hodice
puifed with white <leeves of the same: the Flom Mrs Parker,
whiie siilk trimmed with lovely lace. diamond stars; Mrs Stead,
thick silk and iscc dimmond ornamients: Mrs W ills. pink sstin
brocaded with lover's knats and paffed sleeves of claret velv et :
A rx Haaton Rbodes, cream brocaded merveilleux ; My Thomas,
cream safin. made wi b cor<elet bodice; Mr: [enniston. l-gh:
olive grevm_silk. gold trimming: Mr: A. Anderson. pale blas
~atin ; Mrs Common, neuxmeaun. Vandyke lace ; Mr- Mairue,
dull green "hrntade- Mres Peacock. black satin. pink and
white eap: Mrs Graham, hl-r.k. trimvaved with Iace and et ; Miss
Garrick, paie heliotrope and silver: Mr Chambers, pale blaoe ;
Misi A, Meeswon. eleetric blue trimmed with gold braid;
Miss Kinsey, temon-colou 1 Mis= Haynton, vieux-roee
silk, corsei ice, jewelled mll:la' Miszs Way. yellow :ilk,
black lace : th d_ black =ilk nel. steel-dotted ; Mrs W,
Coersrill, )lr-GlhI:h. M isowes Cowhsha w, Furner, Black, Loughpan,
Ronalds, Blouse, Thomas. Wittnall. Hecves, Hardy. John-~top,
Maude. Rullack, Tabmrt, Messrs Peacock, Gibhy Coimon. Hodg-
sga. Huchanan, Webb, Lane. Wood, Deamar, “‘a-mn and many
more. includiog eevernl otticers of H. M. 5. Goldfinch.

Mr: Khodes, E.mwoeod, Mis Hbodes, and Mr and Mrs Healon
Rhodes have Jn.sl retarned from Eogland looking all the betier
for their trip.

Hi<hop nml Mrz Jalins. one von and two daoghters leave in the
Doric oext week fora thip Home. They expect (o be absent abiul
six mont

Jetred mantle
Miss Tibart,

DoLLy VaLk

PICTON.

Dxar BEx, DexcEMSER 27

That delightful dremm of the past, the
" JESUIE READMAN" DANXCE

displayed some pretiy drewes.  Amungal them wera, M Powrll
io cream salin with cherrycoloured chifon aod ribbos M
pawas. rich biack lace and cardioal ribbo
k satin and chiffoo, i bouguet and neglig:
¢ tocen ; Mrs Beauchamp (Anikiwa) hand-=ome
h white I-lrc \lm Herbert Godfrey. black ~itk and
acarlet chifon: M H. C nour, blark merveitleux with putf.
ings of black chiffon, and pmk Tosen Mrs Welford, in pink and
white chitfun ; My n.ll.ancr. Black «ilk and lave: Mrs Laery,
eleviric blue rilk with yole. corselet belt. and bows of black
relvet: Mew Fitzgerald looked very nice in black silk and moft

retly wbhite Ince D Mrs Feli, black =11k and gold - M Mclnrosh,
K maire 4bd creans setin front : M allen black with almon
ink ribton bawn andd flow ers to mateh in her eap: Mes Auderw

ck mnd pink siilk buws aod sash. with jewelled star in her hai
Mr3 Guigenn, black rilk. »hite chiffun and pink roees
girls looked fresh and €, and pretty, wnd their dapring was

mach ad-ntred by s or Lwo stiwngers prescat. Misa Mery
mour was the betle of tha room. buih for ber gooi dancing lml
Lty dress, which was of cream Libwty mk with foul-frill of
g A sl dardz thvataz 2 1e oty aad sexve frlls 1o
match and cream Fases. oo juel of sonvolratos and jasmine D
Mia Williams booked very band-ome in buack and yellow ik
Wattenu bow; Muid Linton soft white muslin, rbbx bows:
Mi Bzum-h.-mp. p4/e biue gaurp over white. with bows and
uaffi: the Misses M. Lintoa pretty pink muslin with patfs sand
ili=; M. Spetd. cevam Libarty silk with broad Waltean bow of
whitz watered ribloe Seymaar. kemoaa silk mith Medici
collar, lowers to mateh ; L. Card, pretty bine zephyr frock with
bows ard frills: Mi-s HJ\)‘ unk with Watrean b3w to match:
Mizs L. Falconer. white tulie; Mise Webster looked a0 preciy. and
wad moch admired ia & 5ot - v of pink gos-amer, with chifun

and righon bows Lo mstch; ber sister was in fawn, with pink vest
and ribson bows; gauze and pink
ribbona ; * pretily fawn cos-

tunaes: Misd A AW hite, preily pate blue teock. with frills and ~hort
pafed Csleeres: Miwes iare Keony and Xora Kebny were drcuied
alike in costumes of brown with while embroidery : Mis= Waddy
looked elegant in cream veiliog with foot-ruching. and pregtil
putfed bodice wod sieeves : Mirsies 4. Seotr, eream ~ilk frock wat
utfed bodice and sleeves: J. Sey mour white Liberty sitk made
-be fa<hion, which style »aits her: A Falconer. biecuil brocade
with Watteau bu 5 of cardinal sllk and cardinal chitfon friils ;
Mizse~ G recns) er broche - and 3. Greensll in cream \nhng
in which she IooLed very ois 43 ("ares, cream <k with
ribboos Lo match : Mices Eyes in ln-\n sk, the foot (Gl caught
ap wirh ribbon bows: Miw Nora Allen in black lace with pink
chiffon fdils and pink ribbon ~ash. The hall windows were ~ida
open, and the Hays waving 100 and fro kepr lhe room pla-ﬂnlii
conld_ wo0 thay dancing i sdch warm weather was nol too muc
eXcrtion  Signor Vaoini discoutsed the muxic. and 1he following
genilemitn found encrgy enocugh lo enjoy Iwenry-four dances
nllhout counting extras (‘apmn Hurton. Mex<rx Fox, Snappe,
upar. Jarvis Arthur, Keegan. Ha-lett. Ruotherfond.
“'ndclr Gudgeon. Fell. = l-‘cll. sSnuth. hunn.  Arrowzmith,
(nnnilr E. Conolly, W, HRailie T. illie, [\enm Rev. Aitkens
Canl. Andr¢ws, Fulton. Marchany, White, J. 5. Allen, Carery,
Dunean. Christopher. and Powell
Wizhing you, dear Bee, the compliments of the séwwn.
AN

Hﬂ.ﬂ)ﬂ.

Dear Bk, DECEMRER 21
Among those present at
THE ANXCAL SFORTS AT THE BOY3' COLLEGE

were: Mrs Percy Adams. in a lovely gown of thick =hot corded
silk made with a ruchiog round the hew and the bodice trimmed
with ecru lace. a rmall bonnel of <suge grevo o maich the gown,
and this rompleted one of the most elegant cosiumes oo tha
ﬁ;nund Mrs Zclanders_in a grey costuine, with ~mall grey hat
ving a spray of crim:on roded: Mrs Preshaw. biack costume,
long lace mantle, mall biack boonel: Mrs Leggail, in & prouy
costuie of fowerd green sotall vnvam and geid boonel:
Mes Dufl. spolted maslin, k bonnet : Mr= Trolove. black cow
tame:; Mr< J. Wood. while vashmers with bands of dark
green ribbon velver. Eton jackel. black hat: Mrs Woud,
black guwn and bonpert: Mr< Thomion. tailer-niade Fown
of soft cloth. soft white hal with feathers; Mrs Mirams
fawn cloth gown, black and white bonner; \lrw Holloway. grvy
gown black lace mantle and bonnet: Mr: Males S B
biack mantle and bonner: Mrs Tomlioson. Mrx Praripn, blue
checked qoun white frilled bl Zouave jackeL long =ilK =a~h.
Browning, wore a similar cos-
K vest and sleeses

small sal ur h'\l : her sister,
¥V ood. grey costnme, zhol
rh nstru—h feathern: Mi-s Boor, swoel
and white crépon. simple white hat ; Miss Wats=on, fauwn vhoeezed
costme. white bonnel with wheat : i i
broidered mozlin, brown hat with buttercupes; Mi-a Gribben. fawn
fmﬂ. dark brown i k ve<t. white hat with wreath of rmoses: Miss
Teap=. spotied muslin, white hat with blue <ilk: Miss A1kin<on,
Kres gown, white straw hat; Mrs Grace (Wanganunih Aower~d
m“-hn- El’?)' cape. black and guld bonuet : Mrs Glasgow, rich
black =ilk gown and black lace mantle. small black and gold
naet : M:a Chatlerton. white embroidered muslin and corsclet
belt. =rmall white bounet.

A maat enjorable afterncon was =pent by all tho<e who witneed
the second match between the Nelson and the Broo! wn Tenhis
Club<t It was a warm afternoon. and the court=. as nsual. were
looking bemutifully cen.  Among thowe I noticed during the
afttrooon were Mes Hoger ngdon, in an elegant 1oiler of ~hor
carturoy. Dﬂplln with (rimming~ of dark red iilk. largv bat with
wheat ; M= Pitt black striped muslin. lace mantte. black bonnet
with I of the yalley : Mr: Bunny. Mr< Mackay. pate helioirope
with wais:tcoat of cream embroidered with gold, chue lit1le bunner
of helintrope velvet: Mms ). Adam= beconiing tawn créepan gu\l]-
with Empire belt of =hot si1k. large white hat - Mrs Ledger.
gown, long fac - mantle with \Wattean pleat of silk. elegant hule
bonnet of black with tonches of green bebe ribbon: Mres l{.
Thd=on. Mrs Wix, \lns Fear-on. Mrs Roberts, Mrs Prizha
Mr: Thorntan, tweed rt. pretty pink flowered =ilk bluu-c
nhue hat  with plnk #ill Miss Heaps., blue  spolled

n. sailor hat: Mis . ercam Howered muaslio. sailor
ha @ Mins Bmvrnmg i = Mackay. Mi~= Koy, and Miss Ledger.
all wearing tennis dresees; Mix Roberts in 4 bigge black and
white checked gown, black and white hat: Miss uncan (%Well-
ingtons, very <tyli<h costume of fawn cashmere with Eron jacket.
and front of white frilled muslio. large bat with a-trich feathers:
Miss Hoddleston, pink Aowmered muslin, Swi== bell and coilar
and cuffs of brown velvel, black face hat with rnvd and white
roses : Mixs Forbes. grey costumne. grey hat with pink ro-wes.

Two very enjuyable congs ris were given la~t weck. one At the
Bays' and one at the Girls’ College Aimost the <ame singers sang
at both.  Of those taking part were Mesdames Houlker, Percy
Adams Mises Markay. (vlgTh Jackson, sand [, Fell, and Messrs

F'rll Kempthorne, Joynt, Grace, etc.
D Frilay evening
THE PRIZES AXD SCHOLARSHIPE
were presented by Mr Evans to thove whn were nm;; enough 10
havegained any amone the  pupils of both Girk’ and f
vincial

Quitc a crowd axsemhk in the
ceremorey. 1 moticed Medames 2
sclanders, _\lule- Wart

Hall to
Fell,

ness this
Hichmond.

hi
twol. \Wood, Rlchmond itwol, Ilmmn\ K=l Sealy, Cuthbert-on.
etc. Fxcellvnt addresses were given both by the lady principal,
Mi=a {iibon, and the priocipal. Mr JoynL
A= usual At this tinee of the year. the rolleges are looking quite
deserted. and mor only the colleges but numerous family rej-
denors. the cocopants of which have gone to spend the bolidays
camping out. or into the count
¥ Hefore closing this lecter. Bce let me wish you s bright New
ear,

PrYLLIS

NEW PLYMOUTH,

DECEMEERE 26.

Christmas & over. and all our pretity decorations
have faded.  Bur we still remember the ploasnol dis-i pations of
the week, among>t them being

MHS POOKES DANCE.

Of the pretty drewes Misng Fooken and Mi<3 Ethel Fookes were
ma-t taaoefully attired in white. ad_ alio wers the twine (Mi-=
)largaut aml Mis Gracic Fuooliest: Mia Conctance Hayky wone

Yery g -tty  white dm* Miss (arrie Bayl bluc; Miza
l{u-nncll fiw Ella Ih:!melL faak o }ll-e- Hird, wl?nlte nnd mnk

DeAr Bek,

Em. Hamerion,
)’dr‘-h.l]l tnk : Miss Stuart. H
Al itennell. white : Miaw I8 Rennell, pink ;

Miz Spandisb, pink:
and crim-on: M4
Aobelle Webmter, pink ;M

Huorwthaien, white: Misa ¥ alcnhnr 'hln'k velvet:
gart, white: Mias Kirkby, » i Miss B- Carthew, while: Miss
[y delnine: Miw Arrow, and red: Mior laetic EBroryr.
delmne. Mosars A, Hempion, Kolleston, Broad, Lighifoor, Hoby,

Mia MneTag-

Teed, P. Webater, Okey. Moroy. MacT: __ Rhaw, BRowen.
Hamerton, Wibon, l::{ﬂﬂ Laizied, Kirkuy., Foukea Reaoell
Carthew, “tandi~h abd many olhers wihoae names 1 have tor
Eallen. Blancing was kept up with ouich spind Lill the smail

ours, when Loae vialors kit after bhaving spant & st epjurabue
evening.

The ladies” dance and Mr« Standi~h's dance I «hall bave o Lol
Fou nb-oul beXt Week s | must caten Lhi- mailo

AT the breaking up of ihe New Fismouth High School a large
concourse of prople assemblad.  Anwog [ose pre—eat were Mol
dimex  Prudham. Comwal, MaclUearmid. Hoy, C. Guovell
\Weetman Wilchell Fookes Inake nubinwof. W cbeler. Capel.
Hursthouse, Homd>worth, Mioes Ha dsworth, tovoll Mackeliar.

Hnmphries, Hursthouse H. Hur-lhouse, Skeet, 1halziel, Siapp,
Marchail K. Marchall, L Hamerion, Mo, A and M. Webnter.
Capel. I'ralt. And & groal many ofhers

HiLpa.

SATURDAY NICHT.

THERE is & restful soond about the mention of Satorday
night

ito the rich man who lolls abont all the week, trywng to
muake the slow hoors pass somehow, it may nol meap much ;
bat te the man who works ten huurs & day for ux days out
of the seven it has & significance. It meana resC

It means going to bed withunt settiog the aisrm clock »o
that it will ring oot and get the bouse watir at hve o'clock.

To the basy toilers in our factoriea and workshops, *atur-
dJday pight comes a3 & blessed relicf—a break in the weary
menotony.

The lovse ends of the week’s work are gathered op. The
honsewife sets tbe goodly array of eatables in the cupboard,
and thinks, *To mommow 1 will rest’

She draws her basket of mendiny toward her with inward
satisfaction, and darns the stockings and sews ou the
buttons with a sense of relief.

She will rest 10-motrow !

The chiliren wiil put away their woys and their scbool-
books, and gather ruond the fire to read the New ZEsLasn
GRAPHIC, and look at the pictnres.

Satarday aight! XNo more work for chirty six hours!
Thirty-six bours of sixty minute: each !

No more money makiog, no fretting, no bosiness cares,
a0 tryiog 1o mrake books balance—nothing but rest !

The husbapd is tired ; he bhas worked bhard.

He has earned the rest which is coming.

He puts on a clean shirg, combs bis wet locks, and sita
down ro the supper wbich labour bas given bim the right
Lo eat, and the ability to eat without killing him with 1n-
digestion.

And the way the viands disappearis a sight 1o make &
dyspeptic howl with envy.

o Satarday night our friends drop in, and talk over the
news, nnd tefl ns what is in the papers, and compare noles
on the weather, and give us & detailed bistory of the way
Aunt Maria had the touthache, aud what the dentist said,
and how Uncle Jobn bad aa attack of intloenza, and what
cured him.

And we urge then to stay longer, for it is Saturday night,
we tell them ; and we walk down to the gale with thenr,
remark on the beawiy of the night, and wonder. if i1 will
e to-morrow.

And we go 10 bed, tirel bat bappy. and reflect that we
can lie in bed till we realiy have rested, for 1o morruw is
Sunday, and Sunday is the day of rese

COURTSHIP AT THE GCHURN.
By 5. K. BuUrkse

He—\), leave that hateful charning !
For your company I'm yearning !
How reluctantly 1'm tormog
To the woods and fields away !

SHE--Pray do pot stand and tease, sir!

{:0 a3 quickly ma you pleaze, #ir !

Do pur wait at all for me, sir,
1 must slay and ehurn to day.

Hark ! I have begon already,

And the eream says * Flap a-tap,’

And my arm is sirong and steady,
*Fiap s-tap, a-tap, a-tap.

HeE—Willit take yoo all the day, dear*
Can [ hel‘.f yun of | siay, dear?
Come and welewme back the spriog, deas,
Welcome back the lovely spring '

Sue—Oh, I fear ‘twill be too late, air,
And o long for you e wait, sir,
Beiter avek sumne other mate, sir,
1I've no time to laugh and sing !
See ! bow rapidly I'm taroing !
And the cream says * Flup & tp;’
Uh, I love the work of chusniog *
* Flop a-lop, a-twp, a wp '

HE —Dear, yoc koow how [ adure yoo ;
Huow my beart i+ looging fuor you,
Since the time when first | saw yon

Full of uul'uh life and juy !

SHE—Do not %k of trifer now, sir:
Hay g . and nuake your bow,
Sentiment | can’s allow, sir,

Work most all my mind employ.
Hark T 1 do believe | hearit?
For the cream says * Flamp s tamp,’
And the butter sure is near it !

* Flump s-tump, &-tump, a-tump =

HE—Yonr indifference is killing
And your mnswers, hard lnd ehilling,
Show won weil & beart vowilling ;

I will leave you to §o

charn !

SHE—Keally now, "twas all in fun, dear
Hee, my work is alnwat Jupe. dea
And oy heart is fsirly woo, dear,
ake it fur yoor own?
Vea, my heart is iom Hutter!
For the ciean =ays ‘ Snish a-wish I
And —Hurra ! tbere comes the butter *
"Swish n-wish, 8- wish, 8 wish ¥
Lelies Home Journal.
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TWINS.

RY MARY KYLE DALLAK

WINS? Oh, how lovely! And a0 alike !
That was what people nsed to say of Dot
and Dimple Willis, when they were babies,

wheeled aboat in their perambuolator by a

nurse, and yonng ladies gererally ended

with, * Please let me kiss Lhem, for youny

ladien know that they never look to

belter advantage than whea they are
carensing children.

An they grew alder, little echiool girls, still juat alike, old
gen-lemen used to pat them on their heads as they trotted
alang, and single little pirls—s0 to speak—used to wish
they were ine of a pair, and when they were young ladies,
they lonked o lovely dressed just slike, nrually im the
palest coloure, or in white, and always wearing hracelets.

\Wheao they were in niorning titers, and did not wear their
ornaments, one could see Lhat Dimple had a brown mole on
her arm.

This was the ooly distingnishing mark apparent at firat
night to strangers, aud as the girla wera very prond of their
ntenng resemblance to each other, Dimple naturally con-
cealed it on full-dress occasions, though it was a very
pretty mole, sad only made the round, white arm Jook
whiter.

Hy the time the twins were eighteen years old, they had,
as penple said, 'a gieat deal of attention,” bui as no one
knew which e admired most—Miss Dot or Miss Dinaple—
the attentions never culminaied in offers of marriage.

The young men married yonng ladies with mote in-
dividuality, and as a witty =pinster rema:ked, the othars
were nat evea jealous.

How could thev be of twa of & kind, especially as this
was not A land of Turks or Mormons ?

Mre Willis, the respectable mwother of the twins, had
begnn to ennsider this matter gravely. Sbe had now been
» widow for ten good years, and her income, originally
rmall, had been lessenerd by an iil-considered specalation.
Her one hope was that her lovely girls wonld marry well,
and it sometimes entered her mind that twio spinsters of
forty-five, dressed alike and with frizettes of the same pat-
rern might not be as intereating as were twina of eighteen.

* [ must settle them while they are young,” she contiog- .
slly declared to hernelf, but grave donbts at times beset.
her mind, as the youth of Silverbridge selected plainer
prrtoers and left Dot and Dimple still bads nngatherad.

[t was yoang Mr Hnshmore, very young Mr Rushmore,
who had just come into his old grandfathe:’s fortune, whao
was at first more puzzied by the curious rerembilance be-
ween the twins than any one else had heen. He thought
them beantiful, but called themn Miss Dot and Misa Dimple
indiscriminately.

It was piain to Mra Willis that if there had only heen
one Miss Willis he wonld have proposed to her—it was
plain to the girls also. They were fond of each other, very
fond. Twins are always supposed to be. But each desired
to he Mrs Hushmore, Mrs Philander Rushimore.

Their mother had taught them to loak on marnage as
young wen Inok nn going into buciness, They were scarcely
ta Llame if Mr Rushmore's lamnds and cash occupied a pori-
tion in their musings. ‘The oaly difference hetween their
views of the question was that [Hmple rather disliked the
maa hinirelf while Dot liked him.  Dimple, for ber part,
nrlmired an immense aod very serions yonung man nemed
Towmpkins, who uted to call orcasinnally, mention the
wenther, look solemnly at Miss Dat for a long while, and
then turn quite aroand in his chair, look xtill more rolemnly
at Misa Dimple for a atill longer while, breathe a deep #igh
anil remark that * he must go.*

Why Uimple admired him, uoless it was tor his size, T
canoot lell, but the fact remaine.  Still, Tompkinzs made
na affer, and one day, Dot having gone to pay calls with
her mather, Rushmoie called unexpectedly.

[t happened that Dimple waa watering the geraniums in
the window-boxes, and that she had taken off her bracelet-.

The pretty brown mole un the lovely white arm struck
Philander's facey immensely.

The oftener bhe looked ac it the more cerfain he felt that
Miss Dimple was much the more charming.

tle ventured a compliment. He tonk advantege of his
oppartunity and squeezed Miss Diniple’s hand.

Subsequently, baving decided that he was certain of his
feelingn, he was about to make hia offer upon the epot,
when the voices of the other ladies were heard at the door,
and Lie had only time to rcquest that Mies Dumple would
* see him alone next Tharsday afternoon.’

*If you wouldn't mind walking in the pine wood, quite
hy vourself at fonr o'clack,” he said, ‘I want to say some-
thing, very—-very confidential.’

Drimple understond, and promised to walk in the grove,
anil neither was aware that jost behind the partiere that
vei'ed the door, Dot was listening to every wond.

[ot, who liked Philander Kushmore very much indeed,
and who knew that Dimple did not like him, and who knew
also that she would accept him for his ¢ gold and gear,’ and
who knew also—tor she saw him kiss it—that that little
mole had dune the business. That and being alons for the
very first tlime with one of them.

And Dot went away and wept, and then dried her eyes
aod begau ta think and think.

Aund Dimple did not confide in ber, which she thooght
treachervur, and when Mr Tomplﬂna called, and stared and
wighed and departed, Dimple raul =

* Uh, what a ditferent person Ae le from Philander Rush-
Tuere, s¢ manly ¥

Thursdny came. Jn Thureday afternoon about two
w'eleck, Mrs Willis, advised by [ot, went to call on the
inister’s wife, wha was not well

A little later, Jemima, the rervant, was sent to the
uiilliner's to match an imposeible shade of velver with an
imprasible width of ribbon—atill hy Miss [ot, mod when
tha liouse was empty of all but themeselves, it was Dot who
led the way to the room th:t the sistera whared and began
tn try oo the new hatw they intended to trim.

* There are rome fashion-plates on the top shelf of the
lons pantry.” she faid, *and the loveliest style—don't you
remember that high ttimming ¥

*dith, yen,' saidd [Huple, * '] get the book.”

She lipped into the pantry as sheTapoke, and, [ot, with
the toe of her tiay boot, pushed the door ton,

The door [astened with a spring and was not Lo be opened
from within, bnt thera was & window high in the wall nt
the other end of the pantry, which gave plenty of light, and
Dimple, who thought that tha dvar had blown to, did not
distorb bersell. Sbe wanted to get the talk aboot the
bonnets through and get away alvhe to the pine wood.

She found the book &t the bottom uf thbe pile, and bad
tapped on the door in order to be let out, whon she baar
Dot's voice oot of doors, calling her name.

* Dimple,’ she heard her ¢ry, * Where are yoa, Dimplet'

The voice vanished along the garden path. The window
was above Dimple's head, the door was not to be opened.

Sha looked at her wateb.  Time was flying, bot aprely
Dot would come back to look for her—surely she wonld
think of the loog pantry. She looked at her watch again.

¢ I shall not meet Philander in the pine wood if =he does

not,’ ahe said to herself.

Sha sat down upon & bax that was in the pantry and waitad
her sister’s retarn.

‘ E'erhnrs it is providential,’ she said 1o hersell. * What
gond would money be il the man that goes with it is 30
utterly nncongenial as Philander in ¥

* Kor dear inama's sake [ should feel bound to accept him
—and now 1 cannnt help myszelf. He'il ha offendsd—he is

easily hutfed. IF it wers Mr Tompkios, now, [ should
waat to break the door down, ¥Voor Mr Tompkins, he is
a0 hashfal.”

She sighed & little, and in a few minutes looked at her
watch ugain ; it was past four.

- 41 suppose Dot thinks me drowned in the cistern by this
tlme. Poor girl,” she said, and sat patiently an the box,
thinking principally of Mr Tompkine, until five o'clock,
when the servant's return led to her reles=e.

* I've been locked up here for A leng while,” Dimple eaid,
as she wdjusted her hair belfare the glass, ‘and I fancy Dt
is rearching for me evervwhere.’

* [ saw nothing of her, mise,’ replied the girl, * and I didn’t
get the ribbon, and Mr Tompkine s below aeking for youo."

I¥Yimple blushed, and went down to see Mr Tumpkins,
leaving her bracelets on the burean.

All alone for the frst time. YWas it that, or the little,
round, brown velvet mole, or the sweet look she gave him,
ar all combined ?

Tompkine, the bashfal and uwadecided, suddenly grew
bolil, aml felt ahle to make up his mind. Before they hadk
chatted fifteen minutes he made this remark :

*(yoe 8o seldom gets & chance, and now we are by onr-
selves, I want to say I am awfully fond of you. If yon
could like me well enongh to ba my wife, I should be the
happiest man slive.’

-* Heally, Mr Tompking,” Dimple cried.
to the readet’s imagination.

Meanwhile Dot had made her way to the pine wood,
where in five minutes Philander Hushmore put in an ap-
pearance.

Dot wore loog gloves on this particular day. Philander
loaked at her and thought her prettier than ever.

*{h, you will, won't you ¥ he asked, in a hurry. © That
was what I wanted to say, youo know.’

* Really I do not compreliend, Mr Hushmore,” Dot eried.

* Don’t you ; oh, bat T thought yon wou!d. I thonght T
made it clear—marry me, Imean. Won't you? I'm out of
my mind about yon - say yer.'

Dot logked doubtful.

¢ I"lease say yen,' anid Philander.

' Well—yen,” whispercd Dot.

Aa she spoke she pulled off her glores. Philander stared
at the pretty aim, and saw no little biown moule apoo is.

“Aliss Dog,” he begar. .

*¥Yes. You must make sure of our namea now,’ eaid Dot,
* ar perhaps you've male 8 mistake —don't mind confessing.’

Her heart was beating wildly. Oh, she did like him,
Her eyea =aid so, her voice said so.

Philander, who was staring at her in & startied fashion,
suddenly went down vpon his knees Lefore het.

‘I'H tell you the truth,” he said. * At first T could not
make up my mind, bos [ am sure now. You never lonked
at me like that before—you pever sgemed so lovely. Dot,
1 adare yon.'

* Dat,” eried a voice ; < where are you, Dot

‘Dimple,” eaid Dok, turning pale Buot joet then two
fignres appeared at tha entrance of the wood, Dimple and
Mr Tempkins arm in arm. Dot gave one lock, them ran
into her sister's arm=, and Dimple whispered in her ear :

‘Oh! Dot, I've been abut np in the pantry for hours.
The door Llew to—but really, L coneider iv providential,
thongh I can‘t tell you why just yet. Dot, I am engaged.’
. *S0 am I," whispered Dot.

Uscarcely think their confidence went any farther, bat 1
am sure that though they have both been married many
years, they still agree in the opinion that the events of that
day were providential, however they were brought about.

‘Weleave Lhe rest

“KEATING'S POWDER."

- “KHEATING'S POWDER."
“KHATING'S POWDER.®
“KFEATING'S POWDER.”
“KEATING'S POWDER.”

BUGs,
FLEAS,
KILLS ! MOTHS
BEETLES,
MOSQUITORS.
HARMLESS TO ANIMAJL.
HARMLESS TO ANIMALS,

HARMLESS

but iz nnrivalled In dt.mln:v‘\'in?I FLEAS, BUGSH, COCK.
ROACEIRE, BkK) (8. MO'THS in FLUNS, nnid every
ather spesice of In L. _Sporiemen will And this in-
valuable for destroy ing fleas in the dogs, as 8380 ladies
tor 1helk pet dags.

ho I'UBLIC are CAUTIONEI) 1hat packages nf
the gr!\uims povder bear the aulograph of THOMAS
KEATING, " ¥old in Tins only.

“KHATING'S WORM TABLETS."
“EKLATING'S WORM TABLETS.™
“EEATING'S WORM TAEBLETS.”
Y"EKBATINGS WORM TABLETS.”
A PUHELY YEGETAHBLE SWEETMEAT. both In appenrs
ance and taste, f1 roisbing a most sgreesble method of adnrinis.
Lering the only certaln remeny for INTESTINAL or THHEAD
Ms, Itis n rfp:'lla' Anfe ancd nild prepamtion, und ia
wapecialiy adapied {or Children. Bold in Tins by all Druggiate.

Propristor, THOMAS KEATING, London,

ONE OF THE=

LATEST NOVELTIES

—_
7 IN the art of photography is the prodoction of the
features of eoveral individunals in such & manner ms lo Appear
a5 one facc. For inslanco, we have neen a portrait compriaing
the features ot Salisburs, Gladstone, Smith. l.-lu'umrl.. Balfour,
Roseberry, Goschen, and Morley. Could all the g@ qualitics’
of these gontlemen be concentrated in one in:li\'idunl, be wonid
indeed be considered :',\s IOEAL HFTATEBMAXN. Thua. it is that
TEA BLENDING, 48 CONDUCTED sy THE EMPIHE. TEA
COMPANY svUnrasses photography, fur by the Judlc!ous.co-
bination of various ten;a, all of which povac exr:ell‘unl uuullli’o -
A resul produced which is simply IMIPOSXIBLE in one e
atone,

J— -

F,MPIRE TEA COMPANY.
W. & G. TURNBULL & €0O,"

PROPRIETORS, WELLINGTON.

2,

HOT SPRiNGS—TE ARUHA.
VISITGRS WILL FIND IT TO THEIE ADVANTAGK 10 ETAY
4 'THE

PALACE HOTEL.

THE LARGEST, BEsT APPor’ TED, M0ST COMFORTARLE,
AND MoST R.1ASONABLE,
SAMUEL T. SMARDON
Proprietor.,

svery Sower that
breathes s fragrance \
1

/SWEET SCENTS

LOXOTIS OPOPONAX

o

May be o
Of uny Chomist or
"oy

fumer.

BEWARE OF IMITATIONS.

?c:./,k NG

THE GENUINE 18 SIGNED

£ COKER'S FAMILY HOTEL,
CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND.
PiTrONGED BY His EXCELLENCY LORD ONsSLOW,
Five minuics from Rail and Post.
The moat moderate Arst olass Hotel in A natralasia,

Inrinsive tariff perday .. .., . - .
Dicto per week - .-

, - THOMAS POPHAM,
Lata Comvmander U.8.8. Co.) Propri tor

10m &
B3 5 0d

(UR \WELLINGTON A GEWOY,
NOTICE OF REMOVAL,

THE OFFICE OF THE
, : . _t-\.DClsLAND STAR, .
NE\V ZEALAND GRAPHIC,1
: AXD '

NE\V : ZEALASD ]j‘ARMER.

IS-NOW REMOVEDL TU
* CUSTOM-HOUSE QUAY.
{BETWEEX G.P.0.,, AND BANK OF AUSTRALABIA.

W here Ales cnn bo referred to, back numbers ohisingd, and sub
criptions and advertikemonts will be recolved by

J. ILOTT,
Manager for Lhe Wellington Distriet,
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WEDOING CARDS! WEDDING CARDS!!

A arge variety of WEDDING and INVITATION Cakbs—
Latest Denigmu, just landed per ‘Otarama ' and * Ruapehu
from Landon,
5O VISBITING CARDH FROM PLATH FOR 2/6
Samples and Prices Forwarded,
ADDRESS,

MANAGER, CRAPHIC PRINTING WORKS.
AUCKLAND.

QUERIES.

Any querses, domestic or otherwise, wnll be inserted frec of
sharge. Correspondents replying to gueries are requested to
geve the date of the question trhey are faind enough to answer,
and address their reply to* The Lady Editor, NKW ZEALANU
GERAPHIC, Auckiand,’ and tn the top lefi-hand corner of
the envelope ' Answer® or * Query,’ as the case may be. The
RULES €orr are few and simpic, but readers
m EW ZEALAND GRAPHIC are reguesied to comply with

Queries and Answers to Queries are always inserted as
soon as possible after they are received, though, vwing te
pressure on this column, it way be a week or two before they
appear.—ED.

RULES,

No. 1.—-Al communications must be written on ons side of
the only.
o. afAﬁkmn fnot left by hand ) must be prepaid, or
will receive no atfention.

0. 5. —The editor cannot undertake to raply cacept
throngh the columna of this paper.

AKSWERS TO QUERIES.

PEACH PrE (* Windwor’), —Peal and stone sufficient soft
orripa peaches to make three pints. Make a crast like
buttermilk biecuits. In the bettom of a yellow baking dish
sprinkle Hour, a little sugar, and erumbas af butter. Roll
out & crust and cover the sidea of the dish. Now spread
carefully & layer of peaches, thea the Hour, sugar, and
buteer, till the pan is full, with the butter next the top
crust, which munst be carefully fastened abont the edge of
the pan. Cut a hole in the eruac, pour in a copful of warm
water and set in the stove.  An hour is anfficient for cook-
ing. Two cupfuls of sngarand one of butter are required.
Eat hot, withoul sauce,

GRAVES {('(Queriat '). —Nte and wash the grapes, take the
skins olf, cook the pulp until sofs, sift throogh a colander,
to get the seeds out, add the pulps and skins and weigh ;
put them io a porcelain kettle and allow ope pound of
sugsr to three of fruit; conk five minutes and can. Some
allow ball as wany pounds of sugar as fruit. Canned
grapes should be used the first year, as they are not as good
when kept longer.  Far apiced grapes, take the skins off,
cook the pulp uctil the seeds separate, put through a
colander, add the skine and Lrulp, allow half a yponnd of
sngar to every piut of fruit and about half a pint of vinegar
to four quacts af fruit ; use ground eloves and cinpanon to
your taste, buil slowly one hour; watch closely, as it is
liable to burn ; put into jars to use with meats.

Fowe a 1o DELHL—UCut 8 large fowl into juinte, place
them in a deep frying pan with a gill of salad oil, ax anion
chopped very line, & sprig of thyme, and one bay leaf ;
sprinkle some seasoning over, and let fry a light brown.
Hemove the thyme and bay-leat pour off the nil, add hali a
piot of tomatn sauce, & tablespoouful of walnut ketchup,
and half & pint of stock broth.  Simmer together far Liteen
minutes, then lift vut the joints on a hot dish, add a pinch
of curry puwder to the sauce and rednce it vne-half by boil-
ing. Pourthe beiling sauce over the fowl, and serva at
once with ham cut in thin, amall slices and handed.

CROGSTADES DE GIRIER.—Bnil some potatoes till tender,
drain well and pasa them through a sieve, mix in & lump of
hutter, a little grrated outmeg, and enough yolke of eyua ta
form a light paste. Flatten this nut to aboutacoupleof inehes
in thickoess, then, when cold, eut it into cylioders with a
plain round eutter, egg and breaderumb each ope, mark it
on the top with a smaller catter, then fry them in hot
mtter or lard. Llemove Lhe tops, take out some of the in-
side with a small spoon, and 6l in with a paiée of game.

GogsErERRY TARTLETS WITH CEEAM. — Rub  foor
ounces of butter in eight ounces of Hlour, add the yolk of an
egg. And sullicient cold water to mix into a firm paste, roli
out the tifth of an joch thick, cut out sixteen pieces, lay
them in patiy-paus, press them out from the centre with a
small pa:d of dongh, notech the edges with the back of a
knife, place in each tartlet eight gooseberries, sprinkle
with water, then add to each une-hsff ovunce of powdered
white aupar, and bake in & moderate oven. When bhaked,
take theus ont of the pana, and let them get cold ; whisk a
gill of cream ynite stitf, sweeten it with a little white sogar,
divide into Lwo purtions, colonr one with a little eochineal ;
place sonie cream on each tartlet, balf red aod hali whit,
weaod them to trble un lace papers un glass or silver dishes.

Hasrnknny Iee Cneay. —Mix well together one pint of
cream e-ualf pounl of fine raspberries, four cuncea of
white sugnr, anid & little milk and cochineal ; then syrain
through a fine sieve into the freezer ; as the mixture freezes,
veeartonally cut it down from the miden with a broad knife
te Keep the ice quite amooth ; when frozen thoronghly, kil
an ive mould, aud bed it in ice until wanted, then ture «aut
ou nsilver dish, snd garnish with white Howers and fern
leaves

PARIS FASHIONS.
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A PRETTY bat or bonnet has an irresistible attraction for s
pretty woman. There is a little alteration in the styles of
millinery items which is, considered generally, an improve-
ment.

Hats are not quite so flat as formerly, and the crowns are
a little more roomy. The tall, wired-up eflects lately reen
in tbhe backs of hats and bonnets now yeperally appear in
front. Hroad bows are often placed in front, smnetimes
mingled with feathers, adding greatly to the breadth at the
rides. Buekles are very large and showy, mostly made of
rhinestunes, gilt metals, or iridescent pearl. Feathera may
be disposed of in all sorta of eccentric ways, even trailing
down over the ears. The most fashionable colonrs are
ureen, yellow, heliotrope, sud white.

‘.O I.I .‘.

Very stylish are the ideas thia week in the way of head-
covering,

o. 1, bat-bonnet in «drawn areophane, trimmed with
black moiré ribbons and black ostrich tipa ; narrow stringe,

No. 2, hat in black chip, with a sea.green velvet bow in
frout and a apray of mauve lilac at the back. The brim is
lined to match the bow.

No 3, poke hat io fine black straw, trimmed with rose du
Barri mouré ribbon, with black tips.

No. 4, bonnet in white guipure lace, trimmed with olive-
Ereen vealvet bows and maunve pansies. Tha strings, which
are Lied noder the right ear, are also of narrow olive-green
velvet.

The ever-popular little toque still holds its own. The
decarated and modernized sailor hat is as firmly established
to-day as it bas been ever since the memory of women not
yet gray haired. Some of the Yrelﬁhieah sailor hats are of
white felt trimmed with white velvet and black oetrich tips.

*
LAY

P s
There is atill infinite variety in dresses. Use of the
newest and prettiest gowos is nmiade of a novel material, a
deep red voile, with a double siripe of black and eream upon
it interwoven in some pecnliar maneer which gives it the
appearance of velver. This is wade in the Piincess siyle
with the stripes going downwards, a tiny black satin quill-
inr reund the hem ; and over the shoulders full two straight
scarves of black chiffon edged with lace, not weeting in
front but drawn inte the waist with a black satin band ter-
minating at each side with rosettes. This is very graceinl
and quite new. Another elegant gown is wmade of dark
blne tucked voile with big sleeves of black wilk and a frilj of
cream lace round the shoulders manipulated to form epan-
letten. A preity evening dress is made ot black striped
moire, with a low bodice trimmed with black puipnre and
long =carves of yellow chitfon and a eash of yellow velver,
+ . -
- -

= = . w

A pretty travelling dress for & bride is of bloe and brown
material, with brown velvet zouave over a silk vest of &
presty shade of turquoise blue, she ekirt having a ruching
of brawn velvet, with hat to match.

PERSIAN FASTING.

DocTor WILLS, in his * Persia as it is,” devotes vue chapter
to the great fast of the month of Ramazan. Moehammed
called Fasting ‘the gate of religion,” and Mussulmans in
general reckon it as ‘vne-tonrth of the faith.” During the
sacred month all persons exeept travellers, the sick,
the aged, young mothers and young children, must
fast from daybreak till sunset. Daybreak ia specifically
defined in the Koraa as the time in the early morning when
hy natural light a white thread can be just dissingaished
from s black one. In a Mohawminedan fast uo oue eats,
drinks or smokes from daybreak till sunset.

The month is a lunar one, aml begins when two credible
witnesses—who must be males and of middle age -have seen
the new moon., When REamazan fallsin summer, the going
without water io the daytime for a whole month beconies a
werrible deprivation, especially to the labvaring people.
Many of the rich take a journey, and ao avoid the fast;
lhut on the other hand, the very religious people add to their
penance by fasting for several days prior to the eoinmenee-
ment of Kamazan.

Those who can afford Yo do 8o turn pight into day, and
by gaing to bed at dawn, and getting up late in the afier-
nuon, escape the greater part of the suffering of the fast.

Aa honr Lefore daybreak watchers ascend the roofa and
minarets, and shout, * Oh, ye faithful, now ia the hour for
water and opium I’ A light breakfast is then hustily swal-
Jowed, with a farewell cup of tea and & pipe. Then muoss
people take a deep draught of water, and the aged of both
sexes gulp down & small pill of pure opium, and at the
sound of the morning gun all who are not prevented by the
oature of their employment compore themselves to sleep.

All businers in at & standstill. Most of the shops are
closed altogether, or are opened for a few bours only. The
governruent otlices are shut aave for an hour or two, and all
bosiness that can be put off is postponed till after Kamazan.

As sunset approaches the streetsa aie thromged. The
coul-shops are surrounded by a bhungry crowd. As the
maonent for the suneet pun drawe gear, the itinerant pipe-
seller places the moistenel tobacco un the heads of hias
numerous hohble-bubbles, fans his little charcoal fire, and
bia customers grasp the desired pipe.

Bang goes the gun! Fire is placed on the water-pi
or hubble-bubbles ; the slices of meat are almont scrambled
for, and the sweetmeat-seller hns a lively bnainess,

Kamazan is the month of entertainment among the er-
siaus. Invitativns are irsued for guests to pass the might
with their hoat, and storytellere are in preat request,

How strictly the more devont Muasulmans gheerve the
fant is abown by the fact that they ave careful pot to
swallow even their vwn salive. When riding or passing

ihrough a dnsty place, euch enthusiaats tie & veil over their
faces, leat they should ewslluw nourishment which might be
Heating in the air,

Although the aick are eapecially exempted from feasting,
Doctor \Villa kaye that they often prefer to die rather than
avail themeelves of the right tu eat and drink.

- knot from view.

THE WORK CORNER,

HANDKERCHIEFS. -

MosT ladies Jike nice handkerchiefs ; but they are so ex-
pensive, particnlarly in the small towns, that a'good supply
of a really fioe article is pot within the reach of all who
would appreciate them. Bat very dainty oues may be
made at home, and the work is really plessant, thongh
rather 1edious for weak eyes and weak nerves

Linen lawn is picest for this work, and India linen, or &
fine white lawn is also nice. One yard will make four.
Cut then straight, firet drawing a thread to cut by. - Have
themu eighteen inches square before drawing the hgrmd,g to
mark the bem, for which draw ot two threads ali ronnd,
an inch or an inch and & yuarter from the edge.  Of conrna,
all depends on the size of the hem. Tum ﬁown the hem
and bem-stitch. As all my readers may not understand
hem-stitchiog, & few words ‘of instroction may be accept-
able. Begin by fastening your thiead Srmly, hiding the

Pans the peedle nnder four threada {where
the threads are drawn ont), draw thread and needla throogh,
vver the fioger on which the work rests, then pass the
needla under she sewing-thread into the hem—not throogh
the under-aide.

For drawn work, draw ont tem threads {or abony that
owmber). Use thread No. 100. Fasten thread tirmly in
the hem on the wrong side of the work, then lay the thread
across the middle of the drawn work, and with the peedle
take up sbout eight threads ; bring the neadle up &0 that the
thread is around it, forming a kanot when drawn clozely.
Keep the thread over the middle of drawn work so that
the work wili be even,

It is not wise to strain one's eyes connting threads ; one
more or less cannot be seen, nor will so small an error make
tire article less beantifunl.

Another way of marking there bandkerchiefs ia to mark
the edges in squares or seallops, then buttonhole-stiteh them
all round.  After the battonhole work is completed, cot the
eloth away. -

Bome very beautiful bhandkerchiefs are made of wbite
China silk. ~ The edges are done in buttonbole stitch with
white embroidery, or knitting silk. An elaborate mano-
gram way be embroidered in one rorner; «r floral designs
may be done in embroidery, if liked. Huat plain or em-
broidered they are very pretiy and serviceable.

ELza RENAN,

" MATCHES AND PINS.

MATCHES and pine being among the most common thinga in
daily use, it in seldom thet any thougbt is bestowed upon
them, Matches that are ignited by friction were first made
in 1829, before which time they were made to catch fire
from a epark struek from Hint o ateel -a very inconvenient
method, It is hard to say how many millivne of natchen
are made in a day, but when the oomber of people that nse
them is reckoned, the total sam is appalling. robably in
the city of Loodon alone over twenty million matches are
unsed every twenty four hours.  But imatehes are such Jittle
things that nobody ever seems to think of them. From an
ordinary three-inch plank 186,000 matches nay be made,
yet even &t that rate the Alnmber used in the mnatch business
atlains enoTmous proportions.

Pins are mentivved as far back s 1483, but not nntil the
beginning of this century were they manufactured by
machinery. Theold way of making each pin by band mast
bave Leen very tedicns, and ic is uot likely that people wern
80 careless with them then, as they were much more expen-
sive than now. It has often been wondered what becomes
of the pine that are lost, but it i& hard to say. There are
fourteen distinet operations in making & pin, and lots of
trouble attached to the process. Pins are made of brass,
and then tioned and blanched, and millions of them are
manufactared daily. As apin can be used more than once,
the number nsed doea not equal that of matches, but sti]i
miles upon miles of wire are used annually in their mang-
faciare. Like matches, they are little thiogs and not
thonght mueh of ; but when you need a pin or & match, and
there is none to be found, then you realize what an il;lpor.
tant part they play in daily lifa.

A WELCOME

GIVE me your hand. Oh, brother ! see where Tises
Thu bright New Year, clad in her pearl-white vest,

Her golden hair, shas veils the awest surprises '
Held to her hesrk, streams o’er the sunset west,

Hiding the year that all tuo slow is dying, *
Drying the tears that we therein have shed ;

Her langhing voies doth sonnd above the sighin,
That comes from those who'd meurn the year just dead,

Wh{ sbould we mourn ! True, some have goue before ua ;
Uf them we koow naught, save thay've gone away. '
Their voices failing from the merry chorus
Taat once waa wont to greet the tising day !
Their hnnds no longer with our hmd-clup meeting,
Their feet no longer pausing at oot duor, *
Stitl they are gone ; 0 why shonld we be ! gresting ¥
We live, we love, and bail New Year onve more.

Troe, in the year that now dies sad
QOur hearta were wrnng, and disappointments lore
Waas ours most fully ; things we deemed moat holy
Showed their real selvea, their great and secret BoTe.
Were we not foolish thue to vex ani whimper?
Life has for us exacily what we take.
1f for & aile she given & vacucus simper, :
Are hearts su brittls thet st this they'd hresk

sod lonely,

Th(e; bells are f.nllingQ; dead he lies) Arizen,
W1 rweet younyg iJoeen holde out Ler prett
Let Hope ooee more unlock our ne]l‘-umdz prio{):md..
Let us arise and face Life's robber bande | '
Smile with the tear, pain, plessure mixed together
Come with tha fair year that was born to nighs t
There's nothing new ; only can we say whether
Our eky aball be o'ercast or clearly bright *
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THE TWO ALMANACS—I892-1893.

A FABLE.

UroN a desk it chanced one day,

Two almanacs tugether lay—

{tae of the present year, and cne

With date of the old year, just gone—

When, slightly raising ap his head,

The latter to his neighbour said :

* Dear peighbouz, for what erime have I

Deserved my altered destiny ¥ -

My niaster nsed to honour me,

Each moment of tha day wonld he

Turo over and consnlt my page.

But now, alas ! in my old age,

Dishonoured to the dust I'm thrown,

While be hath eyes for thee aloge.’

The other then, in page and rim

{)uite fresh and new, thus answered him ;

* Thoa art not of this age, my friend,

And of thine own there'is an end.

Sonday with ns, as thon inayest see,

Ie only Saterday with thee. -

Thou art, poor friend, a day too late——

Thon must blame nothing but thy date ;

And if, thanks to my own, I'm now,

What thon wert once, yet | must bow

To the samea lot—te have lived niy time

Of twelve months more, my only crime

Thuos all things change and pass away

In this frail world,  Tu outlive one day

s tv be dead ; nothing is wrong,

And men ars charmed, jost 30 long

As we can serve them.  Let us lose

ar nsefuloess, and we ghuse

And call thew ingrates. e content,

Men of bygone age, of power spent ;

(ld servants, veterans, human fowers -

{f withered beanty ; lovers, ye

‘Who moaro your mistress’ perfidy--
All are old almanaca.

TWD SIDES OF A CHRISTMAS STQRY.

BY A YOUTHFUL CONTRIERUTOR.

it was late Christmas morning, The sun was sbining in
at the window of a large house, on a beautiful lictle girl

asieep in bed. Presently the littls girl, whom we will call’

Helen Lawrence, awcke, and slipping on her dressing
slippers, ran acruss the room to the big fire-place, where
her stocking was haaging full, She turned over her gifts,
which were a necklace, a ring, a bracelet, & beautiful doll,
and many other vhinge with a somewhat discontented look,
and then goingdown to the toe of her stoeking, she brought
up & little box, in which was o bright balf sovereign.

*Well,” said she, * this is tha best thing in my stocking.
I can buy that paint-box with it.’

Juoat then her purse came in to dress her. When she waa
dressed she went to her father's and mother’s room, wished
them a merry Chriatmaa, and then went downstairs to wait

ill they camie down.

After breakfast her father aaid, * How would you like to
take a ride with your two cousins, Helen ¥"

Helen answered, © Very much indeed, papa.’

They weot, and got home just in time to get lanch, and
for Helen to get dressed for the Christmas tree at her
uncle’s house.

Helen went, had a good time, and came home and went

to bed very cross, tired, and not having done 8 kind thing
for anybociy poorer than herself.
- . . . - . .

Buat now let us raise tha curtain on & very different scene.
Lt is early on the same Christmas morning as our frst, story,
and the son ia shining in the windeow of a little housa on &
little girl not so pretty ae our birst, but with a frank, honest
look.  This little girl, whom we will call Nellie, is atill
asleep, but she will soon wake. She is awaka mow. She
jumps up, dresses herself, and then ronning to the stove,
where abe had hung her atocking the night befors withount
expecting aoything in it; but there is & little bit of a doll,
sotue lollies, and 1n the toe is & little box. She opens it,
and in it is & bright new penay. She dances arcund, an
almost screaton aloud in her joy. But remembering that
her mothar is still uleep. nhe triea not to.

*Now,' said she, * [ will light the fire and sweep the room
before mother wakes op.” After she had done that she
went to the enpboard and took from it a little box. She

ned it, and took out somne money and counted it, * One
shilling and sixpence,’ ahe said at last. 'I can by soma
coffee, butter, and two rolls, and still have mixpence left."
S0 slipping on her little shawl and beod, she weot out-

She returned soon, and putting the coifee on the stove,
ahe beganr to set the table. .Just then her mother woke,
and after wishing each other a merry Christmas, sat down
to a cheerful breakfast.

Aftar breakfast, ber mother said, * Why don’t you go take
@ walk, dearie ?

Nellie anewered * Oh, yes, I will, and 1 can look in at the
shop windowas, too.” So taking her dollie, and her remain-
ing aiﬁ)ence, ahe apid, * Good-bye, mother,’ and went out.

As Nellia waa walking along, she saw a little girl juat her
siza crouched down in the comner of a door-step When
Nellie carue up to her, she said, * Oh, you poor little thing,
what ia the matter? She got no answer, so she asked
again, ¢ Are you huogry ¥

*Awful " was the apawer.

Nellie thought for a second, and then said, * Come in here
and get sometbing to eat.”

_'{‘lhey went in together, and when they came ont Nellie
said :

* Have you any home?

‘ Dunno,’ waa the answer.

Then Nellie said again, * You poor lictle thing.” She
atopped a second, and then began again. * Here is sixpence
for you to get some dinner with ; it is all T have, or I would
give you more. Good-bye.’

* Good-bye,” was the answer.
money.’ .

‘ You are very welcome,' and Nellie was off. She ran home
as fast as she could, to tell bar mother all about what had
happened.

That evening Nellie did not go to any Christmas tree,
but spent a qniet and happy evening with her mother,
talking about what had happened that day and readiog the
little Bible, At half-past eight Nellie weat to bed very
tired aod very happy, and having dope one kind thing to
someboldy pogrer than herself.

Tha listle anthor of this story is eleven years old.

*Thank you for the

A NAYAL BATTLE FOR CLEYER BOYS.

THne amusing experiment of a small naval hattle can be
made with white chalk and the ordinary table vinegar.
Model, say, a dozen chunks of chalk to the resemblanes of
ships, planing the bottomsa evenly, and using matches for
masts, smoke-stacks, and turrets.  The rival forces you ean
distinguish by enluuring the enemy's ships with black ink,
leaving your own white. Having placed themn in a pan or
plate cluse to an imaginary dividing line, pour a good
quantity of vinegar between the chalk sticks. Instantly
you will hear an andible seething, like the hissing of shells
in actual warfare, while ships ae if pufting vp steam wilk
begin to move forward in slow revolutions, leaving behind
them streaks of foam emch as are obeerved in the wake of
moving vessels. When meeting at the dividing line, they
will have attained guite a respectable speed, bumping and
cufling together in the endeavour to push one another
farchest from the dividing line. The engagement often
Emvea an exciting none. (M conrse, the side has won which

;qu the larger number of sbips nearest the centra after the
afiray.

Th’;! chemical solution of this seeming mystery ia quite
simple. Chalk being largely carbon, combines with the
acid of the vinegar in earbonic acid—the same gases that
eausa the effervescence of most minernl watera. The gases
risa to the surtace of the vinegar in amall buhbles of suflicient
strength to eause the current which tiens the chalk.

Since the patriotic youth will want to see New Zealand
boats win, it will be well for him to remember that the best
?unlity of chalk contains the largeat proportion of earbon.

t will also prove of advantage to plane the chalk carefolly,
s0 a& to permit it to glide easily.

QUITE LEGAL.

A CERTAIN English labourer whe was noted for bis great
sizq and streagth once thought of An eriginal jashivn of
avoiding toll. The incident s described in the * Autobi-
ography of an English GGamekeeper.’

The labonrer was going slong the read mounted on his
donkey, which was & good-sized animal, when he canie to
a turnpike gate.

tHow miuch do you eharge for my doeakey tu walk
through ¥ he asked the pikeman.

« Twopence,” was the 1eply.

<And how much do you charge for carrying & parcel
throogh the gate ?'

£ Nothing.’

*Whoa L whoa " cried Joalin ; and quietly dismounting,
he deliberately elipped his head under the denkey, seized
hin forelegs with his hands, lifted him off the ground, carried
him through the gate and eet hisn down on the other side,

‘Gee up, Neddy ! ha cried, getting on the donkey’s back,
and off they weas, well content.

FOR A SUMMER EVENINC.

4 INSTRACTION,' or *Spider web,' is & pame in which each
member of the party wiits nnobers, from one up to one
hundred, in every direction over a sheet of paper, upside
down, or, in fact, in every way bat etraight. The papern
are then passed sbout, and each one must scratch off the
pumber on bis meighbour's paper, but muat du it in odder,
two being marked only after one, three after two, ete. The
gue who lirst reachea vne bundrad wins the game, and re-
coives & prize.

TOO SLIPPERY.

SEA eaptains have many adventures, and the stories of their
wonderful escapes seldom lose by repetition.  Many years
ago pirstes eruived op and down the English Chanoel, to
the great peril of the merchantmen. The etory in told of &
Captain Davis, who was nuted for his quick wis an well as
for his skill in navigation, that he was retmming from Ive.
land with & eargo conristing mainly of butter.

He bad not been ont very long when a pirate was seen
eoming down upon him. In vain all saiis were spresd,
every innment bronght the pirate nearer.

The men were &L their wirs’ end, bat the captain koew s
trick uvr two. He urdered his taen to take off their boots
and atockinge, and directed that a score of butter barrels be
brought on deck.

In a few minutes the barrels had been knozked to pieces,
and the butter was thickly spread ali over the deck and
ouiside the ship. Not a rope nor & spar that was not slip-
perY. Even without their hoots and stockiogs the sailors
could searcely keep on their lega.

On eame the pirate, not dreamiog how smoothly he wia
to be received. Captain Davis assnmed an air of sub-
mission, and allowed the enemy to come alongside guietly.

Bat lo ! when they jumped over, fully armed, with pistol
in one hand and sword in the other, they slippeid about and
tumbled over each other on the buttered deck like ac many
1ats.

Une fellow shot head foremost down intn the eabin, where
he was immediateiy set opos by the boy: anotber slid
across the deck, and shot unt i.lo the sea by an opposite
port-hole.

Not one of them could stamd on hix feet, and ns pirales
are generally superstitious, an idea seized them that the
ship was possessed of the devil. They burried baek into
their own vessel, rast loose, and Captain Davie got saiely
inte port at the expense of a few pounds of butter.

HINTS FOR BOYS.

A GENTLEWAN advertised for a boy to assist him in his
office, and nearly fifty applicants presented themselves be-
fore him. Out of the whole number he selected one, and
dismissed the rest.

| should like to know,' seid a friend, ‘ oo what ground
you selected that hoy withons a single recommendation 2

* Yoo are mistaken,’ anid the gentleman ; *he has n great
many : Ha wiped hia feet when he came in apd closed the
door after him, showing that he was careful; gave nup his
seat to that lame old man, showing that he waa kind and
thoughtful : be took off his can when he came in, answered
my questions prompily and respectinliy, showing that he
was polite and gentlemanly ; he picked np a book which [
had purposely laid npen the Roor, and replaced it on the
table, while al]l the reat stepped over it or shoved it aside,
and lie waited quietly for ius 1urn, inatead of pushing or
erowding, slinwing that he was honest and orderly. When
T talkeid with him, I noticed that his clothes were carefully
brushed, his hair in nice ordar and bis reeth as white as
milk ; and when he wrete his name [ noticed that his tinger
nails were clean, instead of being tipped with jet, like that
handsome little fellow’s in the bine jucket. Don't you call
these things letters of recommendation® I deo; aml I would
give more tor what I can tell about a hoy by nsing ny eyes
ten minutes than all the lesters of recommendation he can
Rgive me.”

LIVES I¥ A GEASS HOUSE.

Tk King of Biawm, arenrding to the Lewinn News, han
chosen a uniqae and etieetive miethod of keeping cool.  He
has recently had built for himself, by & Chinese architect, a
pavilion of glass.  Walls, Huovs and ceiling rre formeil of
slaba of ditferent thicknesses of ¢lass, joined by inmpermeable
cement.

By one door only can the king eoter, and this closes
hermetically when he eomes in, and veatilator valves in 1all
pipes in the roof upen, as does alio a sluice besides & larre
reservoir in which the glass honze stands.

The transparent edifiee then beenmies suhmerged, und the
king finds himself in & conl and perfectly dry habitatiom,
where he passes the 1ime in a manner pleasing to himsell.

A SUCCESTION.

* PArA,” said Willie, *little brother & a moath old te-
morrow, isn't he ™

‘Yes.®

¢ Let you and me give him a birfilay present.’

¢ Very well, What chall it be ¥

¢ Let’s buy him a wip. He needs that moere'n anything.”

HARRY'S LETTER FROM THE COUNTRY

TO HIS FATHEK IN TOWN,

Drar Papra,—The eountry iz awlally nice—
They say that the fishing i= dine ;

Although 1've been axked to go out onea or twice,
1 eonld oot, for [ have no lins.

FPlersa send me one dlown, and a long pole alac ;
When I don’t go lishing, you ase,

Tha pole cnan Le used in the prehard below
Tuv knock down the fruit from the tree.

We ars gring Lo get up & basgball mateh,
Itut haven't & ball or & bat,

Yon might aeml me rome, and se I hope to cateh,
I need a glove, mAask, and & hat.

They've got a goml plarce for & tennis-coutt here,
And all that we need in R net,

Seome racynets and balla (the make of this year)—
Now, papa, please do nut forget.

1f you will nend these things at ooce Ly express,
| know we can have lots of fun;

Wa all rend our luve ma, baby and Bess—
{inod-hye, From y loving

NON.
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DOUBLE DEALING.

XK has two eyes that twinkle so
{Joe never can resist thewn ;
Two cheeks, both red and white, you know,
‘Twao lips, and I have kissed them !
Two tiny feei, surpassing art,
Two white hands, soft and supple ;
And yesterday she stole my beart —
‘To make another conple.

SUITOR (to her father) : * Sir, I love the very ground your
danehter treads on.”

Father (grimky): * Well, yonng man, you ain’'t the first
party that's had aa attachne g for it ; how=amever, if yoo
love it well enough to conie and help to pay up the mortgage
on it, like Jacob did, you can marry Sarah.”

AT ROTORUA.

tNow let's take a look at the Sapatorium,’ said a4 pative,
showing off the ge pers to an Auckland visitor.
‘T don't care 1 l’dn.' was the reply ; ‘I'm just aboot as

thirsty as [ usually get.’

TOLD THIS CHRISTMAS.

SEEDY STRANGER: *Sir, at this holy and happy season,
when the hearts of all are filled with oy, eould you not by
a yood metion bring—'

Ar Grasper Sinsmons (grufily}: *If you needed a dinoer,
why dido't you apply to the anthorities? There’s no need
of going hupgry.’

Seedy Stranger : *You wrong me, eir,—I seek not charity.
Do znod for both yourself and me by purchasing a box of
Stuttum’s After Dinger Pilla, and secure at once bodily
comfurt and the sweet consciousness of having relieved the
poor.’

SiarkiNs: * Yonr little wife is a brilliantly handsome
woman. [ should thiok 3 on would be jealons of her.’

Host {confidentially}; *Ta tell the truth, Simpkins, 1
ani. [ never invite anyhody here that any sane woman
would take a fancy ta.’ .

Sonehow Simpkins did not turn 4p on New Year's Day,
and his friend wondered ©

Fi1sHERMAN : * I say, my little lad, do yoa know if there
are any fish in the pond ¥

Scotech Boy: * Well, sir, if there is ony they must be
awful sroall *canse there was no watter there till it rained
yesterday.”

IT WAS AWFUL

[T was by the merest accident that I bappened to hear she
following distressing conversation batween yonng Mr ;_nd
Mra Mushy. They had just returned from their wedding
tour, and were about to undergo the mortal ngon{_of their
firs, separation, for Mushy was going back to his office
desk, there to ramain for four long, weary, dreadful hours.

s How shall T ever live a whole half day without you,
dearie T whispered Mrs Muoshy.

¢ You won't miss me mach, will yon, darling %

* Miys yon? O Horace ¥

< Ever and ever 20 mauch ¥

¢ Every moment will seem an age

¢ My darling

* And yon will come bome just as soon as ever you can,
dearie !"

¢ Yon know that I will.”

‘U Horace ! T'm so glad 1"

¢ (ilad you are my awn dear litile wifey

* Yes, darcling.’

*T'm a thousand, #/ousand times glad

* You old darling.”

¢ But naw I really must go V'

* () Horace

* There, thare ! The little girly mustn’y ery.”

1 just ean't Aelp it, Horace. It’s so hard to ses
Why muat wa ever be separated for a single kour ¥
cruel ¥

* But I'll be back ro soon.

* () Hotace ! I can’t

¢ But you mwsi. 1'm not worth erying for.’

* Yaa you are, L00.”

¢ Indeed T'm not, Birdie’

* Indeed you are

Well, well, sweatheart, I'm off mow.
kian.”

He took a dozen, and then gasped out. IR

* Just onr more.”

*I've 1 mind te keep tight hold of you, and ot let yon
£o at all,” she whispered.

* What would you de with ugly cld me aronnd all the
time ¥

‘I'd be the kappiest women in all the wide world I

‘No?

T aould

*You don't love me that much ¥

*Lore ym? O. Horace !

*You little precious ¥

* You dear «id boy !

He took another, aod another, and a few more,
seemeid to be helping herself to a bountiful supply.
he said :

* Giood - hye, darling.’ ¢ Fr i1 time for you to really go ?*
*Indeed it is. (iood-bye, biidie.’ *(;o-0-0-d-bye—
precioua! Are you sure your watch isn't too fast?
¢ Uh, it’s just right. Good bye, wifey, dear.’ * Bye-bys,
darling. ~ Come home just the minute you rau.’——* Yes,
indeed ; I'll rup all the way.'—* Yon dear fellow ! Good-
bye 1" ‘Good bye. Throw me a kiss.” *Bye bye, my
trepanre boy ¥

The door bange and T hear him go down the atepe, and T
think the agony in ended. HBnt the next moment the door
apenn, his head popn in, and be ray=:

*Juat one more kire; I eonldn't ‘go withoot it.' He
doesn't gn without it and & good many others besides, and
gazps, ' Now I am oifl.* .

Then he goea oot to the corner, walking backward half
the way, and flotiering bis handkerchief. I eatch sight of
» dainty Jittle bit of eambriec waving from a wiodow below
my room, and 1 drop ioto a chair in all the querulonsnesa
and cynicisu of my old bachelorhood, and say :

‘Well, I hope to gnoduess it will last ; but I jost don't
believa it will.  TF T felt aure it would I—I—don't know,
but I'd get married mysell.”

on go!
1 is loo

Be  brave little woman

Just one morv

She alao
Then

AUNT DINAH : * Whafoah yo' weara brack, Deakon Ebony ?
Yo' am not & widower ¥

Deaacon Ebony: *'1 is economical, honey. Oope brash do
me foh & hat brush, ha'r brusb, clothes brush, shos brosh,
an’ flesh brush.”

A DELICHTFUL SURPRISE.

A FEW weeks ago a parcel arrived at this office, addraseed
to the editor, sod labelled © Spring Poems.'

With a muttered adjective he commenced to nnknot the-
cord, inwandly deciding he wonld have tuobtain the services
of & * Cusein’-Edivor " if writers intended sending poeme in
this wholesale manner.

Upon opening the pareel the cheerfol smile which broke
out npon E?n countenance was w0l th framing.

There-—resting npon cotton-wool—were twelve fresh eggs,.
accompanied by a card hearing the inseription :—

¢ Alerry lays, by a hen.’

The shock was 50 great that it cansed him a few days’ in-
dispositiop. but he has now recovered.

We tried one of the eggs npon the oftice-boy, and in ex-
preasing hie opinion, he, by a remsarkable coincidence, pro-
nounced it *a poem.’

Our Editor is now prepared to apologise for all the nasty
mean things he haa sgid ubout apring poets in general, and
also sends hearty thanka to thia poet in particnlar. At
the same time he remarked, * If poeta always turned out
such work tbey would have a mueh beiter ehance of aeeept-
ance.

CUPID'S GOUPLETS.

I ATRUGGLE hard to woo my love in thyme,
Bot alwaye mise it in the seconed line ;
Inseribing Sophy what is * dear to keep,’

1T'm sore to aicken it with somethiog * sweel.’

1 gaily laanch a bright, ambitious * hope,’
When, prerto! it goes nader in a * boat,”
And when [ write encowsiums on * home,’
I roin them by wailing ont * alone ¥

Tha pathetie beanties of & ‘single man

Are ronghly conpled with a * loving lamh ¢
The weighty phrase, * My heart is not a feather,’
Muoat needs tly falsely into * love forever !

When love-taught fancy playe the *Inver’s harp,
The music’s los: in the ' divinest art ;”
A master-line, extolling * beanty’s sum,’
Spontaneonsly drivels inta * one.”

C.D.H.

ENGLISH HUSBANDS.

MRS NAGGER: °“0h, Jumes, how awkward! Mr Smith
has not come, anid now we shall be thirteen ot table’

Mr Nagyer : * What then ¥

Mra Nagger (with a shriek): * Why one of us will die be-
fore the year ia out.”

Mr Nagger {brutally): ¢ Rever mind— P pretty tongh.”

IRREPARABLE LOSS.

CHEMISTS ASSISTANT : *Oh, sir, I've given Mrs Ailmeot
& fatal doee of poison by mistake ¥
Chemist: * Confound you, you idiot !

You've killed my
beat custcmer;’ .

BCENE: A FREE DINNER.

Racorp DINER {to lady sasistant) : * 'Ere, ynung woman,
jeat give the lady next; tu me sone mors podden, will yar"
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